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WHILE  Scotland  was  torn  by  inteftine  'fee    b  ot)  k 
tions,   Elizabeth  was  alarmed  with  the  ru-  .^^^^1:^. 
mour  of  a  projecl:  in  agitation  for  fetting  Mary  at      1584. 
liberty.     Francis  Throkmorton,   a   Chefliire  gen-  ^n'^con!" 
tleman  was  fufpefted  of  being  deeply  concerned   ^pJ"j7ek- 
in  the  defign,  and  on  that  fufpicion  he  was  taken  »a^>c«^- 
into  cuftody.     Among  his  papers  were  found  two 
lifts,  one  of   the  principal  harbours  in  the  king-^ 
dom,  With   an  account  of  their  fituation,  and  of 
the  depth  of  water  in  each ;  the  other,  of  all  the 
eminent  Roman  catholics  in  England.     This  cir- 
cumftance    confirmed  the   fufpicion  againft   him, 
i  and  fome   dark  and  defperate  confpiracy  was  fup- 
pofed  juft  ready  to  break  out.     At  firft  he  boldly 
avowed  his  innocence,  and  declared  that  the  two 
papers  were    forged  by  the  Queen's  minifl:ers,,in 
order  to  intimidate  or  enfnare  him  j  and  he  even 
Voju  UL  B  endured 
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^v\u^  endured  the  rack  with  the  utmoft  fortitude.  But 
y^0^,-^m^  being  brought  a  fecond  time  to  the  place  of  tor- 
1584^'  -  ture,  his  refolution  failed  him,  and  he  not  only  ac- 
knowleged  that  he  had  held  a  fecret  correfpond- 
ence  with*  the  queen  of  Scots,  but  difcovered  a  de- 
fign  that  was  formed  to  invade  England.  The 
duke  of  Guife,  he  faid,  undertook  to  fumifh  troops, 
and  to  conduft  the  enterprife.  The  pope  and  king 
of  Spain  were  to  fupply  the  money  neceffary  for 
carrying  it  on  ;  all  the  Englifli  exiles  were  ready  to 
take  arms  ;  many  of  the  catholics  at  home  would 
be  ready  to  join  them  at  their  landing ;  Mendoza,. 
the  Spanifh  ambaffador,  who  was  the  life  of  the 
confpiracy,  fpared  no  pains  in  fomenting  the  fpirit 
of  difafFeftion  among  the  Englifli,  or  in  haftening 
the,  preparations  on  the  continent ;  and  by  his  com- 
mand,  he  made  the  two  lifts,  the  copies  whereof 
had  been  found  in  his  poffejBioil,'  This  confeffion 
he  redrafted  at  his  trial ;  returned  to  it  again  after 
fentence  was  paffed  upon  him ;  and  retraded  it 
once  more  at  the  place  of  execution ". 

To  us  in  the  prefent  age,  who  are  aflifted  in 
forming  our  opinion,  of  this  matter  by  the  light 
which  time  and  hiftory  have,  thrown  upon  the  de-. 
figns  and  charafters  of  the  princes  of  Guife,  many^ 
circumftances  of  Thfokmorton's  confeffion  appear 
to  be  extremely  remote  from  truth,  or  even  from 
probability.  The  duke  of  Guife  was,  at  that  junc-  . 
ture,  far  frotn  being  in  a  liquation  to  undertake  fo- 
reign conquefts.  Without  either  power  or  office 
at  court  i  hated  by  the  king,  and  perfecuted  by  the 

?  Hollingfhedy  i370« 
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favourites  be  had  no  leifure  for  any  thoughts  of 
^"fturbing  the  quiet  of  lieighbotiring  dates  }   his 
vait  and  ambitious  mind  vB^as  wholly  occupied  ia      '^*^ 
laying  the  foundation  of  that  &tnoUs  league  which 
ftook  the  throne  of  France.     But  at  the  time  when 
Elizabeth  detefted  this  confpilTicy,  the  clofe  ttnion 
between  the  houfe  of  Guife  and  Philip  was  remark- 
able to  all  Europe  ;^  and  as  their  great  enterprife 
againft  Henry  III.  was  hot  ydt  difelofed,  as  they 
endeavoured  to  conceal  that  under  their  threaten- 
ings  to  invade  England,  Throkmorton's  difcovery 
appeared  to  be  extremely  probable ;    and  Eliza- 
beth,  \^ho  knew  how  ardently  all  the  parries  tnen- 
tioned  by  him  wifhed  her  downfal,  thought  that 
fte  could  not  guard  her  kingdom  with  too  much 
care.    The  indifcreet  aseal  of  the  Englifli  exiles  in-  Dcfigrn  rf 
creafed   her   fears;     Not    fatisfied    with    inceflant  jierems 
ohtcries  againft  her  feverity  towards  the  Scottifh  if2«S^''' 
queen,  and  her  cruel  perfecution  of  her  catholic 
fiibjefts,  not  thinking  it  enough  that  one  pope  had 
threatened  her  with  the  fentence  of  excommunica- 
tion,  and  another  had  aftually  pronounced  it,  they 
now  began  to  difperfe  books  and  writings,  in  which 
they  endeavoured  to  perfuade  their  difciples,  that 
it  would  be  a  meritorious  adion  to  take  away  her 
life ;  they  openly  exhorted  the  maids  of  honour  to 
treat  her  as  Judith  did  Holofernes,  and,  by  fuch 
an  illuftrious  deed,  to  fender  their  own  names  ho- 
nourable and  facred  in  the  church  throughout  all 
future  ages'*.     For  all  thefe  reafons,  Elizabeth  not 
only  inflicted  the  punifhment  of  a  traitor  on  Throk* 

*  Canib.  497* 
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mortoil,  but  commanded  .the  Spanifli  ambaffador 
inftantly  to  leave  England  ;  and  that  (he  might  be 
in  no  danger  of  being  attacked  within  the  ifland, 
ihe  determined  to  ufe  her*  utmoft  efforts,  in  order 
to  recover  that  influence  over  the  Scottifh  coun* 
cils,  which  fhe  had  for  fo'me  time  entirely  loft. 
sheendea.  There  wcrc  thrcc  different  methods  by  which 
clTbhih  her  Elizabeth  might  hope  to  accomplifli  this ;  either 
'Srandby  ^J  fuHiifliing  fuch  cffcftual  aid  to  the  baniflied 
gaining  Ar-  nobles,  as  would  enable  them  to  refume  the  chief 
direction  of  affairs ;  or  by  entering  into  fuch  a 
treaty  with  Mary,  as  might  intimidate  her  fon, 
who  being  now  accuftomed  to  govern,  would  not 
be  averfe  from  agreeing  to  any  terms  rather  than 
refign  the  fceptre,  or  admit  an  affociate  in  the 
throne ;  or  by  gaining  the  earl  of  Arran,  to  fecure 
the  direftion  of  the  king  his  maften  The  laft  was 
not  only  the  eafieft  and  fpeedieft,  but  moft  likely 
to  be  fuccefsful.  This  Elizabeth  refolved  to  pmv 
fue ;  but  without  laying  the  other  two  altogether 
afide.  With  this  view  flie  fent  Davidfon,  one  of 
her  principal  fecretaries,  a  man  of  abilities  and  ad- 
drefs,  into  Scotland.  A  minifter  fo  venal  as  Ar- 
ran, hated  by  his  own  countrymen,  and  holding 
his  power  by  the  moft  precarious  of  all  tenures, 
the  favour  of  a  young  prince,  accepted  Elizabeth's 
offers  without  hefitation,  and  deemed  the  acquifi- 
tion  of  her  proteftion  to  be  the  moft  folid  founda- 
Augufi  13.  tlon  of  his  own  greatncfs.  Soon  aft^r  he  confented 
to  an  interview  with  lord  Hunfdon,  the  governor 
of  Berwick,  and  being  honoured  with  the  pompous 
title  of  lieutenant-general  for  the  king,  he  appeared 
•  at 
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at  the  place  appointed  with  a  fplendid  train.     In    ^^^^ 
Hunfdon's  prefence   he  renewed  his  promifes  of  v— -v-^i' 
an  inviolable  and  faithful  attachment  to  the  Eng-      ^^  *•  ^ 
li/h  intereft,  and  affured  him  that  James  (hould  en- 
ter into  ho  negociation  which  might  tend  to  inter- 
rupt the  peace  between  the  two  kingdoms  ;  and  as 
Elizabeth  began   to  entertain  the  fame  fears*  and 
jealoufies  concerning  the  king's  marriage,  which 
had  formerly,  difquieted  her  with  regard  to  his  mo- 
ther's, he  undertook  to  prevent  James  from  liften- 
ing  to  any  overture  of  that  kind,  until  he  had  pre- 
vioufly  obtained  the  queen  of  England's  confent  ^ 

The  baniflied   lords  and  their  adherents  foon  Severe  pix>- 
felt  the  eflfeds  of  Arran's  friendfliip  with  England,  againft^the 
As  Elizabeth  had  permitted  them  to  take  refuge  I'o^'rds^*^ 
in  her  dominions,  and  feveral  of  her  minifters  were 
of  opinion  that  (he  ought  to  employ  her  arms  in 
defence  of  their  caufe,  the  fear  of  this  was  the  only 
thing  which  reftrained  James  and  his  favourite  from 
proceeding  to  fuch  extremities  againft   them,   as 
might  have  excited  the  pity  or  indignation  of  the 
Englifli,  and  have  prompted  them  to  exert  them- 
felves  with  vigour  in  their  behalf.     But  every  ap-'  Auguft  12. 
prehenfion  of  this  kind  being  now  removed,  they 
ventured  to  call  a  parliament,  in  which  an  aft  was 
paffed,  attainting  Angus,  Mar,  Glamis,  and  a  great 
number  of  their  followers.     Their  eftates  devolved 
to  the  crown,  and  according  to  the  praftice  of  the 
Scottifli  monarchs,   who  were  obliged  to  reward 
the  faftion  which  adhered  to  them,  by  dividing 
with  it  the  fpoils  of  the  vanquiflied,  James  dealt 

*  Cald.  iii.  491.     Melv.  315.     See  Append.  No.  XLIIL 
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^  v?T^    Opt  the  greater  part  of  thefe  to  Arran  and  his  aflb^ 

\^.0m^^'-m^  ciates\ 

agamftVhe        ^OR  was  the  treatment  of  the  clergy  lefs  rigoi?^ 

clergy.  q^^^  ^H  niuiifters,  readers,  and  profeffors  in  col- 
leges, were  enjoinecj.  to  fubfcribe,  within  forty 
4ays,  ^  paper  teftifying  their  approbation  of  the 
laws  concerning  the  church  enafted  in  laft  parlia- 
ment. Many,  oyeraw§d-or  corrupted  by  the  court, 
yielded  obedience ;  others  ftqod  out.  The  ftipends 
of  the  latter  were  fequeftered,  fome  of  the  more 
^ftive  committed  to  prifqn,  and  numbers  compel- 
led to  fly  the  kingdom.  Such  as  complied,  fell^ 
under  the  fufpicion  of  asking  from  mercenary  or 
ambitious  inotives.  Such  ^s  adhered  to  their  prin- 
ciples,  and  fuffered  in  confequenqe  of  it,  acquired 
high  reputation,  by  giving  this  convincing  evi* 
4ence  of  their  firmnefg  and  fmc^erity.  The  judica- 
tories of  the  church  were  ajn^oft  entirely  fqpprelT- 
cd.^  In  fome  places  fcarce  as  many  minifters  re- 
mained, as  to  perform  the  duties  of  religious  wor-; 
fcip  ;  they  fpon  funk' in  reputation  among  the  peo- 
ple, and  being  prohibited  not  only  from  difcourfing 
of 'public  aflFairs,  tut  obliged,  bythe  jealoufy^of 
the  adminiftratioQ,  to  frame  ev^ry  fentiment  and 
cxprefliop  ip.  fuch  a  manner  as  to  give  the  court 
no  oflFence,  their  fermons  were  deemed  languid, 
infipid,  and  contemptible;  and  it  became  the  ge- 
neral opinion,  that,  together  with  the  moft  virtuous 
of  the  nobles  and  the  moft  faithful  of  the  clergy, 
the  power  and  vigour  of  rel^gio^  were  now  banifhed 
out  of  the  kingdom  % 

^^.  Cald.  iii.  527,  '  Ibid.  Hi.  589. 
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MeanwhiCe,  Elizabeth  was  carrying  on  one  oi  ®  ^5J  ^ 
thofe  fruitlefs  negociations  with  the  queen  of  Scots,  ^^-^.^•»*^ 
which  it  had  become  almoft  matter  of  form  to  re-  '^"^^ 
new  every  year.  They  ferved  not  only  to  amufe 
that  unh?,ppy  princefs  with  fome  profpedl  of  liber- 
ty ;  but  furnifhed  an  apology  for  eluding  the  foli- 
citations  of  foreign  powers  in  her  behalf;  and  were 
of  ufe  to  overawe  James,  by  fhewing  him  that  flie 
could  at  any  time  fet  free  a  dangerous  rival  to  dif- 
pute  his  authority.  Thefe  treaties  ftie  fuffered  to 
proceed  to  what  length  flie  pleafed,  and  never 
wanted  a  pretence  for  breaking  them  off,  when 
they  became  no  longer  neceffary.  The  treaty  now 
ou  foot  was  not,  perhaps,  more  fincere  than  many 
which  preceded  it;  the  reafons,  however,  which 
rendered  it  ineffeftual  were  far  from  being  frivolous. 

As  Crichton,  a  Jefuit,  was  Jailing  from  Flanders  Ncwcon.  * 
towards  Scotland  J  the  fliip  on  board  of  which  he  agaTiS 
was  a  paflenger  happened  to  be  chafed  by  pirates,  ^''"^*^'''- 
who,  iji  that  age,  oft^n  infefted  the  narrow  feas. 
Crichton,  in  great  confufion,  tore  in  pieces  fome 
papers  in  his  cqftody,  ai>d  threw  them  away ;  but, 
by  a  very  extraordinary  accident,  the  wind  blew 
them  back  into  the  ftip,  and  they  were  imme- 
diately taken  up  by  fomq  of  the  paffengers,  who 
carried  them  to  Wade,  the  clerk  of  the  privy  coun- 
cil. He,  with  great  induftry  an,d  patience,  joined 
them  together,  and  they  were  found  to  contain  the 
account  of  a  plot,  faid  to  have  been  formed  by  the 
king  of  Spain  and  the  Duke  of  Guife,  for  invading 
England.  The  people  were  not  yet  recovere4. 
from  the  fear  and  anxiety  occafioned  by  the  con- 
B  4  fpiracy 
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fpiracy  in  which  Throkmorfon  had  been  engaged, 
and  as  his  difcoveries  appeared  now  to  be  confirm- 
ed by  additional  evidence,  not  only  all  their  for- 
mer apprehenfions  recurred,  but  the  confternation 
became  general  and  eqsceflive.     As  all'the  dangers 
with  which  Epgland  had  been  threatened  for  forae 
years,  flowed  either  immediately  from  Mary  her- 
felf,  or  fro  hi  fuch  as  made  ufe  of  her  name  to  juftify 
their  infurreftions  and  confpira'cies,  this  gradually 
diminiflied   the  compaffion  due  to  her   fituation, 
and  the  Englifh,  inftead  of  pitying,  began  to  fear 
and  to  hate  Jier.     Elizabeth,  under  whofe  wife  and 
pacific  reign  the  Englifli  enjoyed  tranquillity,  and 
had  opened  fources  of  wealth  unknown  to  theic 
anceftors,   was  extremely  beloved  by  all  her  peo- 
ple ;  and  regard  to  her  fafety,  not  lefs  than  to  their 
own  intereft,  animated  them  againft  the  Scpttifh 
queen.  In  order  fo  difcourage  her  adherents,  it  was 
thought  neceifary  to  convince  them,  by  fome  pub- 
lic deed,  of  the  attachment  of  the  Englifli  to  their 
own  fovereign,  and  that  any  attempt  agaitifl:  her 
oaobcr  19.  life  ^ould  prove  fatal  to  her  rival.     With  this  view 
an  ajfociation  was  framed,  the  fubfcribers  oiP  which 
bound  themfelyes  by  the  mofl:  folemn  oaths,  "  to 
^^  defend  the  queen  againfl:  all  her  enemies,  Fo- 
**  reign  and  domeftic ;  and  if  violence  fliould  be 
"  oflFered  to  her  life,  in  order  to  favour  the  title  of 
**  any  pretender  to  the  crown,  they  not  only  en- 
*^  gaged  never  to  allow  or  acknowledge  the  perfon 
^'  or  perfons  by  whom,  or  for  whom,  fuch  a  detefl:- 
"  able  afl:    fliould  be  committed,  but  vowed,  in 
*•  the  prefence  of  the  eternal  Qo3,   to  profecute 

"  fucl^ 
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f*  fuch  perfopi  or  perfons  to  the  death,  and  to  pur^     ^y?i^ 
^'  fue  them,  with  their  utmoft  vengeance,  to  their   ^^v— *-/ 
"  utter  overthrow  and  extirpation  ^''     Perfons  of       ^^^^ 
all   ranks   fubfcribed    this    cortibination  with   the 
greateft  eagernefs  and  unanimity  K 

Majiy  confidered  this  affociation,  not  only  as  an  wiiich 
avowed  defign  to  exclude  her  from  all  right  of  ^htmsher^ 
fucceflion,  but  as  the  certain  gnd  immediate  fore- 
runner  of  her  deftruction.     In  order  to  avert  this, 
flie  made  fuch  feeble  efforts  as  were  ftill  in  her 
power,   and  fent   Naue,   her  fecretary,   to  court^ 
with   ofifers  of  more  entire  refignation  to  the  will  * 
of  Elizabeth,  in  every  point,  which  had  been  the 
occafio^  of  their  long  enmity,  than  all  her  fuffer- 
ings  hitherto  had  been  able  to  extort  ^.     But  whe-r 
ther  Mary  adhered  inflexibly  to  her  privileges  as 
an  independent  fovereign,  or,  yielding  to  the  necef- 
fity  of  her  fituation,  endeavoured,  by  concefllons, 
to  footh   her.  rival,  fhe  was  equally  unfuccelsful. 
Her  firmnefs  was  imputed  to  obftinacy,  or  to  the 
fecret  hope  of  foreign  affiftance;    her  conceflions 
were  either  believed  to  be  infiincere,  or  to  flow 
from  the  fear  of  fome  imminent  danger.     Her  pre- 
fent    willingnefs,    however,    to   comply   with   any 
terms  was  fo  great,  that  Walfmgham  warmly  urged 
his   miftr^fs  to  come   to   a   final  agreement  with 
her*.      But  Elizabeth  was  perfuaded,  that  it  was 
the  fpirit  raifed  by  the  aflbciation  which  had  ren*. 
dered   her  fo  paflfive  and  compliant.     She  always 
imagined  that  there  was  fomething  myfterious  and 
deceitful  in  all  Mary's  anions,  and  fufpefted  her 

'.State  Trials,  i.  122.         «  Camd,  499.         *"  Id.  ib. 
»  See  App.  No.  XLIV. 
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^  VI?  ^    ^^  carrying  on  a  dangerous  correfpondence  with  the 
Vrrvr*-'.  Englifli   catholics,   both  within   and   without    the 
'^**'      kingdom.     Nor   were    her    fufpicions    altogether 
void  of  foundation.     Mary  had,  about  this  time, 
written   a  letter  to  fir  Francis  Inglefield,  urging 
him  to  haften  the  execution  of  what  (lie  calls  the 
Great  Plot  or  De/tgnment,  without  hefitating  on  ac- 
count of  any  danger  in  which  it  might  involve  her 
life,  which  ihe  Nvould  moft  willingly  part  with,  if, 
by  that  facrifice,.  fhe  could  procure  relief  for  fo 
great  a  number  of  the  opprefled  children  of  the 
She  is  treat-  church  \  '  Inftead,  therefore,  of  hearkenintr  to  the 
8lerter"ri-     overtures  which  the  Scottifli  queen  made,  or  grant- 
*^'^''  ing  any  mitigation  of  the  hardfhips  of  which  (he 

complained,  Elizabeth  refolved  to  take  her  put  of 
the  hands  of  the  earl  of  Shrewfbury,  and  to  appoint 
fir  Amias  Paulet  and  fir  Drue  Drury  to  be  her 
keepers.  Shrewfbury  had  difcharged  his  truft  with 
great  fidelity,  during  fifteen  years,  but,  at  the 
fame  time,  had  treated  Mary  with  gentleneft  and 
refpeft,  and  had  always  fweetened  harlh  com-: 
mands  by  the  humanity  with  which  he  put  them  in 
execution.  The  fame  politenef^  was  not  to  be  ex- 
pefted  from  men  of  an  inferior  rank,  whofe  fevere 
vigilance,  perhaps,  was  their  chief  recommendation 
to  that  employment,  -and  the  only  merit  by  whicl^ 
they  could  pretend  to  gaju  favpur  or  preferment  \ 
Cray,  a  new  As  Jamcs  was  no  Icfs  eager  than  ever  to  deprive 
Ihe  king'i!  the  banifhed  nobles  of  Elizabeth^s  proteftion,  he 
appointed  the  matter  of  Gray  his  ambaflador  to 
the  court  of  England,  and  intrufted  him  with  the 
^  Sti^'pe,  iii.  246.  *  Camd.  500. 
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(ondua  of  a  negociadon  for  that  purpofe.  For  ^^^^ 
this  honour  he  was  indebted  to  the  envy  and  jear  ^ 
loufy  of  the  earl  of  Arran.  Gray  poffeffed  all  the  ^l^ 
talents  of  a  courtier;  a  graceful  perfon,  an  in^ 
fmuating  addrefs^  boundlefs  ambition,  and  a  reft* 
lefs  and  iatriguing  fpirit.  During  hisirefidencein 
France,  he  had  been  admitted  into  the  moft  inti- 
mate familiarity  with  the  duke  of  Guife,  and,  in 
Qrder  to  gain  his  favour,  had  renounced  the  pro- 
teftant  religion,  and  profeffed  the  utmoft  zeal  for 
tie  captive  queen,  who  carried  on  a  fecret  corre- 
^dence  with  him,  from  which  (he  expefted  great 
advantages.  On  his  return  into  Scotland,  he  paid 
court  to  James  with  extraordinary  affiduity,  and 
'tis  accomplifhments  did  not  fail  to  make  their 
W  impreffion  on  the  king's  heart.  Arran,  who 
l^d  introduced  him,  began  quickly  to  dread  his 
Rowing  favour*;  and  flattering  himfelf,  that  ab- 
fece  would  efface  any  fentiments  of  tendernefs,  x 
vhich  were  forming  in  the  mind  of  a  young  prince, 
pointed  him  out,  by  h}$  malicious  praifes,  as  the 
"ioft  proper  perfon  in  tfie  kingdom  for  an  embafly 
^(  fuch  importance ;  and  contributed  to  raife  him 
'lo  that  high  dignity,  in  order  to  haften  his  fall. 
Hizabeth,  who  had  an  admirable  dexterity  in  dif- 
iOYcring  the  proper  inftruments  for  carrying  on 
^^  defigns,  endeavoured,  by  careflfes,  and  by  pre- 
^sits,  to  fecure  Gray  to  her  intereft.  The  former 
Mattered  his  vanity,  which  was  great;  the  latter 
'applied  his  profufenefs,  which  was  {till  greater. 
He  abandoned  himfelf  without  ref^rve  to  Eliza- 
keth's  dire&ioiij^  and  not  only  undertook  to  -Retain  - 
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*vH^     the  king  under   the  influence   of  England,  but 
aded  as  a  fpy  upon  the  Scottifli  queen,  and  be- 
trayed to  her  rival  every  fecret  that  he  could  draw 
from  her  by  his  high  pretenfions  of  zeal  in  her 
fervice  ". 
Hisintereft        Gray's  Credit  with  the  Englifli  court  was  ex- 
wlii  of       treHely  galling  to  the  baniflied  nobles,     Elizabeth 
England,      j^^  longer  thought  of  employing  her  power  to  re- 
llore  them ;  Ihe  found  it  eafier  to  govern  Scotland 
I^y  corrupting  the  king^s  favourites ;  and,  in  com^ 
Decern,  z^,  pliauce  with  Gray^s  folicitations,  flie  commanded 
the  exiles  to  leave  the  north  of  England,  and  to 
remove  into  the  heart  of   the  kingdom.      This 
rendered  it  difficult  for  them  to  hold  any  corre- 
fpondence  with  their  partifans   in  Scotland,   andl 
almoft   impofTible   to   return   thither   without   her 
permiflion.     Gray,  by  gaining  a  point  which  James 
had  fo  much  at  heart,  rivetted  himfelf  more  firmly 
than  ever  in  hi§  favour ;  and,  by  ad^uiring  greater 
.  reputation,   became  capable  of  ferving .  Elizabeth 
with  greater  fuccefs ". 
15^5.  ArraiiT  had  now  poflefled  for  fome  time  all  the 

luptionand  powcr,  the  richcs,  and  the  honours,  that  his  im- 
moderate ambition  could  defire,  or  the  fondnefs  of 
a  prince,  whp  fet  no  limits  to  his  liberality  towards 
his  favourites,  could  beftow.  The  office  of  lord 
chancellor,  the  higheft  and  moft  important  in  the 
kingdom,  was  conferred  upon  him,  even  duriftg 
the  life  of  the  earl  of  Argyll,  who  (ucceede4 
Athol  in  that  dignity  °j    and  the  public  beheld, 

"*  Strype,  iii.  303.     Melv.  316.  "  Cald.  iii.  643. 

•  Cr ;wf.  Offic.  of  State,  App.  447.  i 
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with  aftonifhment  and  indignation,  a  man  educated    ^  ^^  ^ 

as  a  foldier  of  fortune,  ignorant  of  law,  and  a  con-  ^-*>*y<-*i*/ 
temner  of  juftice,  appointed  to  prefide  in  parlia-      *^*^" 
ment,  in  the  privy  council,  in  the  court  of  feflion, 
and  entrufted  with  the  fupreme  difpofal  of  the  pro- 
perty of    his    fellow-fubjeQis.      He  was,    at    the 
fame  time,    governor  of  the    caftles   of  Stirling 
and  Edinburgh,  the  two  principal  forts  in  Scot- 
land;  provoft  of  the  city  of  Edinburgh;   and  as 
if  by  all    thefe   accumulated  dignities   his   merits 
were  not    fufficiently  recompenfed,   he  had   been 
created   lieutenant-general    over  the   whole  king- 
Qom.    No    perfon  was  admitted  into   the   king's 
prefence  without  his  permifEon ;  no  favour  could 
be  obtained  but  by  his  mediation.     James,  occu- 
pied with    youthful   amufements,   devolved   upon 
him  the  whole  regal  authority.     Such  unmerited 
elevation  increafed  his  natural  arrogance,  and  ren- 
dered it  intolerable.     He  was  no  longer  content 
with  the  condition  of  a  fubjeft,  but  pretended  to 
derive  his  pedigree  from  Murdo  duke  of  Albany ; 
and  bcafted  openly,  tfiat  his  title  to  the  crown  was 
preferable  to  that  of  the  king  himfelf.     But,   to- 
gether with  thefe  thoughts  of  royalty,  he  retained 
the  ineannefs  fuitable  to  his  primitive  indigence. 
His  venality  as  a  judge  was  fcandalous,  and  was 
exceeded  only  by  that  of  his  wife,  who,  in  defi- 
ance of  decency,  made  herfelf  a  party  in  almoft 
every  liiit  which  came  to  be  decided,  employed 
her  influence  to  corrupt  or  overawe  the  judges, 
and  almoft  openly  dictated  their  decifions'*.     His 
'  Cald.  iii.  331.     Scotilarvet's  Staggering  State,  7. 
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^^^^'^  rapacioiifnefs  as  a  minifter  was  infatiable.  N'ot 
^-i-^v-^*^  fatisficd  with  the  revenues  of  fo  many  offices  ;  with 
'^*^*  the  eftate  and  honours  which  belonged  to  the  fa- 
mily of  Hamilton ;  or  with  the  greater  part  of 
Cowrie's  lands,  which  had  fallen  to  his  (hare  ;  he 
grafped  at  the  poffeffions  of  feveral  of  the  nobles^ 
He  required  lord  Maxwell  to  exchange  part  of  his 
eftate,  for  the  forfeited  lands  of  Kinneil ;  and  be* 
caufe  he  was  unwilling  to  quit  an  ancient  inherit- 
ance for  a  poffeffion  fo  precarious,  he  ftirred  up 
againft  him  his  hereditary  rival,  the  laird  of  Jobn- 
fton,  and  involved  that  corner  of  the  kingdom  in 
a  civil  war.  He  committed  to  prifon  the  earl  of 
Athol,  Icrrd  Home,  and  the  maftei'  of  Caffils  j  the 
firft,  becaufe  he  would  not  divorce  his  wife,  the 
daughter  of  the  earl  of  Gowrie,  and  entail  his 
eftate  on  him ;  the  fecond,  becaufe  he  was  unwil- 
ling to  part  with  fome  lands  adjacent  to  one  of 
Arran's  eftates ;  and  the  third,  for  refufing  to  lend 
him  money.  His  fpies  and  informers  filled  the 
whole  country,  and  intruded  themfelves  into  every 
company.  The  neareft  neighbours  diftrufted  and 
feared  each  other.  All  familiar  fociety  was  at  an 
end.  Even  the  common  intercourfes  of  humanity 
were  interrupted,  no  man  knowing  in  whom  tof 
confide,  or  where  to  utter  his  complaints.  There 
is  not  perhaps  in  hiftory  an  example  of  a  minifter 
fo  univerfally  deteftable  to  a  nation^  or  who  more 
juftly  deferved  its  deteftation  \ 

Arran,  notwithftanding,  regardlefs  of  the  fen-> 
timents,  and  defpifing  the  murmurs  of  the  people, 
'  Spotfw.  337,  3}8. 
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gavealoofe  to  his  natural  temper,  and  proceeded,  ^y^^ 
to  afts  ftill   more  violent.     David  Home  of  Ar-  v,-ii-v-^/ 
gaty,   and   Patrick  his   brother,    having   received      "^^^' 
letters  from  one  of  the  baniflied  lords,  about  pri- 
vate bufmefs,  were  condemned  and  put  to  death, 
for  holding  correfpondence  with  rebels.     Cunning- 
hame  of   Drumwhafel,   and   Douglas   of   Mains, 
two  gentlemen   of  honour   and   reputation,   were 
accufed  of  having  confpired  with  the  exiled  nobles 
to  feize  the  king's  perfon.     A  fingle  witnefs  only 
appeared  ;    the   evidence  they   produced*  of  their 
innocence  was  unanfwerable ;  their  accufer  himfelf 
not  long  after  acknowledged   that  he  had  been 
fubomed   by  Arran;    and   all  men  believed   the 
charge  againfl  them  to  be  groundlefs;  they  were  Feb.  »- 
found  guilty,    notwithftanding,    and  fuffered   the 
death  o£  traitors '. 

About  the  fame  time  that  thefe  gentlemen  were  Parvus  con* 
punilhed  for   a  pretended  confpiracy,  Elizabeth's  IgJ'uiEU- 
life  was  endangered  by  a  real  one.     Parry,  a  doc-  ^^^""^^ 
tor  of  laws,  and  a  member  of  the  houfe  of  com- 
mons, a  man  vain  and  fantaftic,  but  of  a  refolute 
fpirit,  had   lately  been  reconciled  to  the  church  of 
Rome ;    and  fraught  with  the  zeal  of  a  new  con- 
vert, he  offered  to  dem.onftrate  the  fincerity  of  his 
attachment  to  the  religion  which  he  had  embraced, 
by  killing  Elizabeth.     Cardinal  Allen  had  publifh- 
ed  a  book,  to  prove  the  murder  of  an  excommu-      / 
nicated  prince  to  be  not  only  lawful,  but  a  mcrito* 
nous  a^on.     The  pope's  nuncio  at  Venice,  the 
jefaits  both  there  and  at  Paris,  the  Englifh  exiles, 

'  Spotfw.  338.     Cald.  iii.  794. 
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^^^^^    all  approved  of  the  defign.     The  Pope  himfelf 


exhorted  him-  to  perfevere;  andigranted  him  for 
^^^^'      his  encouragement,  a  plenary  indulgence,  and  re- 
miffion  of  his  fins.     Cardinal  di  Como  wrote  to 
him  a  letter  to  the  fame  ^  purpofe.     But  though  he 
often  got  accefs  to  the  queen,  fear,  or  fome  re- 
maining fenfe  of  duty,  reftrained  him  from  perpe- 
trating the  crime.     Happily  his  intention  was   at 
laft  difcovered  by  Nevil,  the  only  perfon  in  Eng- 
March2.     land  to  whom  he  had  communicated  it  j  Jind  hav- 
ing himfelf  voluntarily  confeffed  his  guilt,  *  he  fuf- 
fered  the  punifhment  which  it  deferved  '♦ 
Afevee  These  repeated  confpiracies  againft  their  fove- 

wh.d!^'  reign  awakened  the  indignation  of  the  Englifli 
to  Mai v!*''^  parliament,  and  produced  a  very  extraordinary 
Itatute,  which,  in  the  end,  proved  fatal  to  the  queen 
of  Scots*.  By  this  law  the  affociation  in  defence 
of  Elizabeth^s  life  was  ratified,  and  it  was  further 
enafted,  "  That  if  any  rebellion  fliall  be  excited 
*'  in  the  kingdom,  or  any  thing  attempted  to  the 
*^  hurt  of  her  majefty*s  perfdn,  by  or  for  any  per- 
'^  fon  pretending  a  title  to  the  crown,  the  queen 
**  (hall  empower  twenty-four  perfons,  by  a  com- 
"  miffion  under  the  great  feal,  to  examine  into, 
**  and  pafs  fcntence  upon  fuch  offences ;  and  after 
"  judgment  given,  a  proclamation  (hall  be  iflTued, 
**  declaring  the  perfons  whom  they  find  guilty, 
**^  excluded  from  ^ny  right  to  the  crown ;-  and  her 
*'  majefty's  fubje£ts  may  lawfully  purfue  every 
"  one  of  them  to  the  death,  with  all  their  aiders 
**  and  abettors ;  and  if  any  defign  againft  the  life 

•  State  Trials,  vol.  i.  103. 
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^^  of  die  queen  take  effed,  the  perfoM  by  er  fir    ^^^ 
^  iriiom  fuch  a  deteftable  ad  is  executed,  ud  ibdr  ^m^.'^ 
^  ijuesj  being  in  any  wife  a&ntii^  or  privy  to      '^'^ 
^^  the  lame,  (hall  be  difabled  for  ever  from  pre» 
^  tending  to  die  crown,  and  be  purfued  to  death  ia 
'<  die  l&e  manner  \"    This  ad  was  plakly  levelled 
at  the  queen  of  Scots ;  and,  whether  we  confider  it 
as  a  voluntary  expreffion  of  the  zeal  and  concern  of 
the  nation  for  Elizabeth's  fafety,  or  whether  we  im- 
pute it  to  the  influence  which  that  artful  princefs 
preferved  over  her  partiaments,  it  is  no  eafy  mat*> 
ter  to  reconcile  it  with  the  general  principles  of 
juftice  or  humanity.    Mary  was  therd>y  tendered 
accountable  not  only  for  her  own  anions,  but  for 
thofe  of  others ;   in  confequence  of  which  flie 
might  forfeit  her  Hght  of  fucceffion,  and  even  her 
lifeitfeU; 

Mary  juftly  confidered  this  aS  as  a  warning  Thericwr 
to  prepare  for  the  worft  extremities*    Elisabeth^s  S'^i!^ 
miirifters,  it  is  probable,  had  refolved  by  this  tune  ^^^* 
to  take  away  her  life ;  and  fufEered  books  to  be 
publiihed,  in  order  to  perfoade  the  nation  that  this 
cruel  and  unprecedented  meafuee  was  not  only 
neceflary  but  juft^    Even  that  fliort  period  of  het 
days  which  remained^  they  rendered  unoomfoft^ 
able,  by  every  hacdfhip  md  indignity,  whicfai  it 
was  in  thdr  power  to  tnfli&    AimoOi  all  her  (er^ 
vasts  were  difmifled^  ihe  was  treated  no  longnr 
vidi  the  refped  due  to  a  queen;  and,  though  the; 
r^ur  of  feventeen  years  in^rifiommeot  h^d  brokte 

'  State  Trials,  vol  i.  123.  ;;  Stqrpe,  aiLipp. 
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BOOK  her  conftitution,  fee  was  confined  to  two  ruinous 
<.,^,>w  chambers,  fcarcely  habitable,  even  in  the  middle 
■■5*^*  of  fummer,  by  reafon  of  cold.  ..  Notwithftanding 
the  fcaatinefs  of  her  revenue,  flie  had  been  accuf- 
tomed  to  diftribute  regulaily  fome  alms  among 
the  poor  in  the  village  adjoining  to  the  caftle. 
Paukt  now  refufed  her  liberty  to  perform  this 
pious  and  humane  office,  which  had  afforded  her 
great  confolation  amidft  her  own  fufferings.  The 
caftle  in  which  fee  refided  was  converted  into  a 
common  prifon;  and  a  young  man,  fufpeded  of 
popery,  was  confined  there,  and  treated  under  her 
eye  with  fuch  rigour,  that  he  died  of  the  ill  ufage*. 
She  often  compl^ned  to  Elizabeth  of  thefe  multi- 
plied injuries,  and  expoftulated  as  became  a'  wo- 
man and  a  queen ;  but  as  no  political  reafon  lio^^ 
lA>liged  that  princefs  to  amufe  her  any  longer  with, 
fallacious  hopes,  far  from  granting  her  any  re- 
drew, fee  did  not  even  deign  to  give  her  any 
anfwer.  The  king  of  France,  clofely  allied  to 
Elirabeth,  on  whom  he  depended  for  affiftance 
(againft  his  rebellious  fubjeds,  was  afraid  of  efpouf- 
ing  Mary's  caufe  with  any  warmth ;  and  all  his 
foficitations  in  h«r  behalf  were  feeble,  formal,  and 
'  ixlefficacioiy.  But  Gdldnau,  the  French  ambaf. 
fador,  wbofe  compaflion  and  zeal  for  the  unhappy 
'^Jueen  fupplied  the  defeds  in  hi&  inftruftions,  re- 
imotlftrated  with  foch  vigour  againft  the  indignities 
to  which  fee  was  ezpofed,  that  by  his  importu- 
oity,  he  prevailed  at  length  to  have  her  lemoved 
to  Tuthbury  J  though  fee  was  confined  the  greater 
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part  of  another  winter  in  her  prefent  wretched  ha-    ^op  k 
bitation^  <— ^y^w 

Neither  the  infults  of  her  enemies,  nor  the  ^^rMck 
negled  of  her  friends,  made  fuch  an  impreflion  on  betveen 
Mary,  as  the  ingratitude  of  her  fon.  James  had  her  fon. 
hitherto  treated  his  mother  with  filial  refped,  and 
had  even  entered  into  negociations  with  her,  which 
gave  umbrage  to  Elizabeth.  But  as  it  was  not 
the  intereft  of  the  Englifli  queen  that  his  good 
cosrefpopdence  Ihould  continue,  Gray,  who,  on 
his  return  into  Scotland,  found  his  favour  with  the 
king  ^i^eatly  increafed  by  the  fuccefs  of  his  em- 
baffy,  perfuaded  him  to  write  a  harfli  and  unduti- 
fiil  letter  to  his  mother,  in  which  he  expfefsly 
refufed  to  acknowledge  her  to  be  queen  of  Scot- 
land, or  to  confider  bis  affairs  as  conne£led,  in 
any  wife,  with  hers.  This,  cruel  requital  of  Jier 
maternal  tendernefs  overwhelmed  Mary  with  for- 
row  arid  defpair.  *'  Was  it  for  this,*'  faid  flie,  in*  March  24. 
a  letter  to  the  French  Vambaffador,  "  that  I  have 
"  endured  fo  much,  in  order  to  preferve  for  him 
"  the  inheritance  to  ^vhich  I  have  a  juft  right  ?  I  am 
"  far  from  envying  his  authority  in  Scotland.  I 
"  defire  no  power  there  j  nor  wi(h  to  fet  my  foot 
"  in  that  kingdom,  if  it  wei-e  not  fo^#the  pleafure 
"  of  once  embracing  a  fon,  whom  I  htsre  .^itherto 
"  loved  with  too  tender  affedtion.  Whatever  htf 
"  cither  enjoys  or  expeSs,  he  derived  it  from  me. 
"  From  him  I  never  received  affiftance,  fupply,  " 
"  or  ^benefit  of  any  kind.  Let  not  my  allies  treat 
^^  him  any  longer  as  a  king :  he  hold^  that  dignity 

-    ~  ?  Jcbb,  vol.  11.  576—598.  ' 
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^  vi?.^    **  ^y  ^'^y  ^^^^^^  i  ^^d  *f  21  fpecdy  repentance  do 
^**-->/-w  •<  not  appeafe  my  juft  refentment,  I  will  bad  bim 
^flS'      <c  ^ivi^ji  5^  parent's  curfe^  and  furrender  my  crown^ 
*^  with  all  my  pretenfions,  to  one  who  will  receive 
*^  them  widi  gratitude,   and  defend  them  with 
*^  vigour  V*    The  love  which  James  bore  to  his 
mother,  whom  he  had  never  known,  and  whom 
he  had  been  early  taught  to  confider  as  one  of  the 
snoft  abandoned  perfons  of  her  fex,  cannot  be 
fuppofed  ever  to  have  been  ardent ;  and  he  did 
not  now  take  any  pains  to  regain  her  favour*    But 
whether  her  indignation  at  his  undutiful  beha- 
viour, added  to  her  bigoted  attaahment  to  popery, 
prompted  Mary  at  any  time  to  think  ferioufly  of 
difinheriting  her  fon;  or  whether  thefe  threaten- 
iiUB  were  uttered  in  a  fudden  fally  of  difappointed 
aifeftion,  it  is  now  no  eafy  matter  to  determine. 
Some  ps^rs  which  are  ftill  extant  feem  to  render 
the  former  not  improbable  % 
Dang^erous        Cares  of  auothef  kind,  and  no  lefs  difquieting, 
EiizXth'';    occupied  Elizabeth's  thoughts.    The  calm  which 
-  ihe  had  long  enjoyed,  feemed  now  to  be  at  an 
epd  j   and  fuch  ftorms  w^ere  gathering  bx  every 
quarter,  as  filled  her  with  juft  alarm.     All  the 
*"  ndj^bbpuri;^'  nations  had  undergone  revolutions 
extren^idy  to  her  dUadvantage.    The  great  quali- 
ties w^ch  ifeo^  III.  haii  diiplayed  in  his  youths 
o    aod  winch  railed  the  expe^tions  of  his  fubj^^s  fo 
high^  vanilhed  on  his  afcendi9g.th|$  throne  |  and 
his  acquiring  i^remc  pow^  feems  not  only  to 

y  Murdin,  566. .  Jebh,  ii.  571*    See  Append,  No.  XLV. 
!  See  Appwd.  No,  XLVI. - 
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have  com^ted  his  heart,  but  to  have  impaired 
fa»  iittderftandiQg.    He  foon  loft  the  efteeia  and 
affeSion  of  the  nation ;  and  a  life  divided  between      ^^^ 
the  aufterides  of  a  faperftitious  devotion,  and  the 
extravagancies  of  the  moft  diflblute  debauchery, 
rendered  him  as  contemptible  as  he  was  odious  on 
account  of  his  rapacioufnefs,  his  profufion,  and  the 
ibndnefs  with  which  he  doated  on  many  unworthy 
minions.     On  the  death  of  his  only  brother,  thofe 
fentiments  of  the  people  burft  out  with  violence, 
Henry  had  no  children,  and  though  but  thirty- 
two  years  of  age,  the  fucceffion  of  the  crown  was 
already  confidered  as  open.    The  king  of  Navarre, 
a  diftant  defcendant  of  die  royal  family,  but  the 
undoubted  heir  to  the  crown,  was  a  zealous  pro- 
teftant.    Tlie  profped  of  an  event  fo  fatal  i<f  thenr  from  the 
religion,  as  his  afcending  the  throne  of  France,  u!!^guei 
alarmed  all  the  catholics  in  Europe ;  and  induced 
the  duke  of  Guife,  countenanced  by  the  pq)e» 
and  aided  by  the  king  of  Spain,  to  appear  as  the 
defender  of  the  Romifh  faith,  and  the  aiTerter  of 
the  cardinal  of  Bourbon's  right  to  the  crown.    In 
order  to  unite  the  party,  a  bond  of  confederacy 
was  formed,  diftinguiflied  by  the  name  of  the 
Hofy^  League.    AU  ranks  of  men  joined  in  it  with 
eaio£ltion«    The  fpifit  fpread  with  the  irrefiftible 
tapidity  which  was  niiural  to  religious  paffions  in 
d^  age.    The  deftrufUon  of  the  RrformatioUt 
nof  only  in  Fiance,  but  all  over  Europe,  feemed 
tiobe  the  ob}ed  and  wifh  of  the  whole  party  {  and 
die  duke  of  Guife,  the  head  of  this  mighty  and 
jealous  body,  acquired  authority  in  the  kingdom. 
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•*viL^    far  fuperior  to  that  which  the  king  himfelf  pof- 
V-— w^^w  feffed.     Philip  II.  by  the  conqueft  6f  Portugal,' had 
from\hi'      greatly  increafed  the  naval  power  of  Spain,  and 
T^mii      ^^^  at  laft  reduced  under  his  dominion  all  that 
portion  of  the  continent  which  lies  beyond   the 
Pyrenean  mountains,  and  which  nature  feems  to 
have  deftined  to  form  one  great  monarchy.     Wil- 
liam prince  of  Orange,  who  firft  encouraged  the 
inhabitants  of  the  Netherlands  to  affert  their  liber- 
ties, and  whofe  wifdoni  and  valour  formed  and 
.   protefted  the  rifmg  commonwealth,  had  fallen  by 
the  hands  of  an  affaffin.     The  fuperior  genius  of 
the  prince  of  Parma  had  given  an  entire  turn  to 
the  f^e  of  war  in  the   Low-Countries;    all  his 
cnterprifes,  concerted  with  confummate  Ikill,  and 
executed  with  equal  bravery,  had  been  attended 
with  fuccefs ;  and  the  Dutch,  reduced  to  the  laft 
extremity,  were  on  the  point  of  falling  under  the 
dominion  of  their  ancient  mafter. 
HerwiCe  NoNE  of  thofe  circumftances,  to  which  Eliza- 

ousconduia.  beth  had  hitherto  owed  her  fecurity,  exifted  any 
longer.  She  could  derive  no  advantage-  froni  the 
jealoufy^ which  had  fubfifted  between  France  and 
Spain ;  Philip,  by  means  of  his  confederacy  with 
the  duke  of  Guife,  had  an  equal  fway  in  the  coun- 
cils of  both  kingdoms.^  The  hugonots  were  unable 
to  contend  with  the  power  of  the  league ;  and  little 
could  be  expeOied  from  any  diverfion  which  they 
might  create.  Nor  was  it  probable  that  the  Ne- 
therlands could  long  employ  the  ^rms,  or  divide 
the  ftrength  of  Spain.  In  this  fituation  oi^  the  af- 
feirs  of  Europe,  it  became  neceffary  for  Elizabeth 
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to  form  a  new  plan  of  condud;  and  her  wifdom  m 
forming  it  was  not  greater  than  the  vigour  with 
which  flie  carried  it  on.  The  meafures  mod  fuit- 
able  to  her  natural  temper,  and  which  fhe  had 
hitherto  purfued,  were  cautious  and  fafe;  thofe 
which  (he  now  adopted  were  enterprifing  and  ha- 
zardous. She  preferred  peace,  but  was  not  afraid 
of  war  ;  and  was  capable,  when  compelled  by  ne- 
ceflity,  not  only  of  defending  herfelf  with  fpirit,  but 
of  attacking  her  enemies  with  a  boldnefs  which 
averted  danger  from  her  own  dominions.  She  im- 
mediately furniflied  the  hugonots  with  a  confider-  ^ 
able  fupply  in  money.  She  carried  on  a  private 
negociation  with  Henry  III.  who,  though  CQpipel. 
led  to  join  the  league,  hated  the  leaders  of  it,  and 
wiflied  for  their  deftrufUon.  She  openly  under- 
took the  proteftion  of  the  Dutch  commonwealth, 
and  fent  a  powerful  army  to  its  affiftance.  She  en- 
deavoured to  form  a  general  confederacy  of  the 
proteftant  princes,  in  oppofition  to  the  popifli 
league.  She  determined  to  proceed  with  the  ut-  Refoivesto 
moft  rigour  againfb  the  queen  of  Scots,  whofc  fuf-  mTvy,  and 
ferings  and  rights  aflforded  her  enemies  a  fpecious  ^j^fg]"  -^^ 
pretence  for  invading  her  dominions.  She  refolved 
to  redouble  her  endeavours,  in  order  to  effeft  a 
clofer  union  with  Scotland,  and  to  extend  and  per- 
petuate her  influence  over  the  councils  of  that 
nation. 

She  found  it  no  difficult  matter  to  induce  moft 

of  the  Scottifli  courtiers  to  promote  all  her  defigns* 

Gray,  fir  John  Maitland,  who  had  been  advanced 

tp  the  office  of  fecretary,  which  his  brother  for- 
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^vj?'^  mcrlyheld,  fir  Lewis  Bellende%  the  juftiee  ckrk, 
^w^^'^mmf  who  had  fucceeded  Gray  as  the  king's  refident  at 
^^  ^*  London,  were  the  perfons  in  whom:  fee  chi^if 
confided.  In  order  to  dired:  and  <)uickea  their 
May  1$.  motions,  fee  difpatched  fir  Edward  Wotton  along 
with  Bellenden  into  Scotland.  This  man  waft  gay, 
well-bred,  and  entertaining  ;  be  excelled  in  all  the 
exercifes  for  which  James  had  a  paflion,  and 
amufed  the  young  king  by  relating  the  adventures 
which  he  had  met  with,  and  the  obfervations  he  had 
made  during  a  long  refidence  in  foreign  countries  ; 
but;  under  the  veil  of  thefe  fuperficial  qualities^  he 
concealed  a  dangerous  and  intriguing  fpirit.  He 
foon  grew  into  high  favour  with  James,  and  while 
he  was  fecmingly  attentive  only  to  pleafure  and 
diverfions,  he  acquired  influence  over  the  public 
councils,  to  a  degree  which  was  indecent  for  a 
ftranger  to  poflefs%  - . 

Propofcsa  Nothing,  however,  could  be  more  acceptable 
Scotland,  to  the  nation,  than  the  pro'pofal  which  he  m9de  of 
a  drift  alliance  between  the  two  kingdoms,  in  de- 
fence of  the  reformed  religion.  The  rapid  and 
alarming  progrefs  of  the  popife  league  feemed  to 
call  on  all  proteflant  princes  to  unite  for  the  pre* 
fervation  of  their  common  faith. :  James  embraced 
the  overture  with  warmth,  aud  a  conventicw  of 
July  29.  eftates  empowered  him  to  conclude  fuch  a  treaty, 
and  engaged  to  ratify  it  in  parliament  ^.  The  alacrity 
with  which  James  concurred  in  this  meafure  muft 
not  be  wholly  afcribed  either  to  bis  own  aeal,  or  to 
Wotton's  addrefs  j  it  was  owing  in  partto  Eliza* 

•  Mdv.  317-  **  Spotfw.  539. 
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beth's  liberality.  As  a  markof  her  motherly  af« 
fedioafor  the  young  king,  flie  fettled  on  him  an 
annual  penfion  of  five  thoufand  pounds  j  the  fame  '^^^' 
fum  wl^:h  her  father  had  allotted  her  before  ihe 
aTcoided  the  throne.  This  circumflance,  which 
ihe  took  care  to  mention,  rendered  a  fum,  which 
in  that  age  was  far  from  being  inconfiderable,  a 
very  accq)table  prefent  to  the  king,  whofe  reve- 
nues, during  a  long  minority,  had  been  almoft  to* 
tanydiffipated%      ^ 

But  the  chief  objeft  of  Wotion's  intrigues  was  Under* 
to  ruin  Arnuu    While  a  mmidn  fo  odious  to  the  ^nZ'g 
natwn  continued  to  govern  the  king,  his  affiftance  ^'^'^'* 
could  be  of  little  advantage  to  Eli^aBetht    And 
though  Arran,    ever    fince    his    interview    with 
Huii£lon,  had  appeared  extremely  for  her  intereft, 
&e  could  place  no  great  confidence  in  a  man  whofe 
condu&  was  fo  capricious  and  irregular,  and  who, 
notwithftanding  his  proteftations  to  the  contrary^ 
ftill  con^nued  a  fccret  correfpondence  both  with 
Mary  and  with  the  duke  of  Guife.    The  baniflied 
lords  were  attached  to  England  from  afie&ion  as 
well  as  prind{de,  and  were  the  only  perfons  among 
the  Scots  whom,  in  any  dangerous  exigency,  Ihc 
could  dioroughly  truft.  Before  Bellenden  left  Lon- 
don, they  had 'been  fummoned  thither,  under  co-    . 
lour  df  vindicating  themfelves  from  his  accufations^ 
but,  in  reality,  to  concert  with  him  the  mod  pro- 
per meafores  for  reftorbg  them  to  their  country,. 
Wotton  purfued  this  plan,  and  endeavoured  to 

*  Cald,  iii.  505. 
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^vn  ^    ripen  it  for  execution;  and  it  was  greatly  facili- 
^— — N— ^  tated  by  an  event  neither  uncommon  nor  confider- 
'^^5-      able.      Sir  John  Forftcr,   and  Ker  of  Ferniherft, 
the  EngUlh  and  Scottifli  wardens  of  the  middle 
marches,  having  met,  according  to  the  cuftom  of 
the  borders,  about  midfummer,  a  fray  arofe,  and  ; 
lord  Ruffel,  the  earl  of  Bedford's  eldeft  fon,  hap* ! 
pened  to  be  killed.     This  fcuffle  was  purely  acci-  | 
dental,  but  Elizabeth  chofe  to  confider  it  as  a  de-  | 
fign  formed  by  Ker,  at  the  inftigation  of  Arran,  to 
involve  the  two  kingdoms  in  war.     She  infifted 
that  both  fhould  be    delivered    up   to  her;   and, 
though  James  eluded  that  demand,  he  was  obliged 
to  confine  Arran  in  St.  Andrew's,  afid  Ker  in 
Aberdeen.     During  his  abfence  from  court,  Wot- 
ton  and  his  affociates  carried  on  their  intrigues  j 
Affiftsthc     without  interruption.      By  their  advice,  the   ba-  j 
«^icfc**      niflied    nobles     endeavoured     to     accommodate 
their  differences  with  lord  John  and  lord  Claud,  i 
the  duke  of  Chatelherault's  two  fons,  whom  Mor-  | 
oa.  i6.       ton's  violence  had   driven  out  of  the  kingdom.  | 
Their  common  fufferings,  and  common  intereft, 
induced  both  parties  to  bury  in  oblivion  the  an- 
cient difcord  which    had    fubfifted   between   the 
houfes  of   Hamilton  and    Douglas.      By  Eliza- 
beth's permiffion,  they  returned  in  a  body  to  the 
borders  of  Scotland.     Arran,  who  had  again  reco- 
vered favour,  infifted  on  putting  the  kingdom  in  a 
pofture  of  defence;   but   Gray,   Bellenden,  and 
Maitland,  fecretly  thwarted  all  his  meafures.    Some 
neceffary  orders  they  prevented  from  being  iffued  ; 
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others^ they  rendered  ineffe£);ual  by  the  manner  of 
execution ;  and  all  of  them  were  obeyed  flowly, 
and  with  reluftance  **. 

Wotton's  fertile  brain  was,  at  the  fame  time^ 
big  with  another  and  more  dangerous*  plot.  He 
had  contrived  to  feize  the  king,  and  to  carry  him 
by  force  into  England.  But  the  defign  was  hap- 
pily difcovered  ;  and,  in  order  to  avoid  the  punifli- 
ment  which  his  trfeachery  merited,  he  departed 
without  taking  leave  \ 

Meanwhile  the  banifhed  lords  haftened  the  rutymum 
execution  of  their  enterprife ;  and,  as  their  friends  uidf ^. 
and  vaffals  w^ere  now  ready  to  join  thera,  they  en-  ^[[;Jt^''"i;^ 
tered  Scotland.     Wherever  they  came,  they  were  *^»n«- 
welcomed  as  the  deliverers  of  their  country,  and 
the  moft  fervent  prayers  were  addreffed  to  Heaven 
for  the  fuccefs  of  their  arms.      They  advanced, 
without  lofing  a  moment,  towards  Stirling*  at  the       , 
head  of  ten  thoufand  men.     The  king,  though  he 
had  affembled  an  army  fuperior  in  number,  could 
not  venture  to  meet  them  in  the  field,  with  troops 
whofe  loyalty  was  extremely  dubious,    and  who 
at  beft  were  far  from  being  hearty  in  the  caufe  ;  nor 
was  either  the  town  or  caftle  provided  for  a  fiege. 
The  gates,  however,  of  both  were  fliut,  and  the 
nobles  encamped  at  St.  Ninian'e.     That  fame  night  Nov. ». 
they  furprifed  the  town,  or,  more  probably,  it  was 
betrayed  mto  their  hand& ;  and  Arran,  who  had  un- 
dertaken to  defend  it,  was  obliged  to  fave  himfelf 
by  a  precipitate  flight.     Next  morning  they  invert- 
ed the  caftle,  in  which  there  werfe  not  provifions  for 

^  Spotfw.  340.  *  Melv.  33 J. 
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^  VII  ^  twenty-four  hours ;  and  James  was  ncccffitated  im 
v««»-v*^  mediately  to  hearken  to  terms  of  accommddation 
J585-  They  were  not  fo  elated  with  fuccefs  as  to  urgi 
extravagant  demands,  nor  was  the  king  unwillinj 
to  make  every  reafonable  conceflion.  They  ob 
tained  a  pardon,  in  the  moft  ample  form,  of  all  th< 
offences  which  they  had  committed  i  the  principa 
forts  in  the  kingdom  were,  by  way  of  fccurity,  pu 
into  their  hands ;  Crawford,  Montrofe,  and  cojone 
Stewart,  ware  removed  from  the  king's  prefence 
and  a  parliament  was  called,  in  order  to  eftablifl 
tranquillity  in  the  nation  ^ 
Apariia.  Though  a  great  majority  in  this  parliamen 
pec.  10.  confifted  of  the  confederate  nobles  and  their  adhc 
rents,  they  were  far  from  difcovering  a  vindiftivi 
fpirit.  Satisfied  with '  procuring  an  afl;,  reftorinj 
them  to  their  ancient  honours  and  eftates,  and  ratj 
fying  the  pardon  granted  by  the  king,  they  feemej 
willing  to  forget  all  paft  errors  in  the  adminiflrsi 
tion,  and  fpared  James  the  mortification  pf  feeinj 
his  minifters  branded  with  any  public  note  of  ii] 
famy. .  Arraii  alone,  deprived  of  all  his  honour^ 
ftripped  of  his  borrowed  fpoils,  and  declared  at 
enemy  to  his  country  by  public  proclamation,  fun] 
back  into  obfcurity,  and  muft  henceforth  be  meil 
tioned  by  his  primitive  title  pf  captain  Jam^ 
Stewart,  As  he  Iiad  been,  during  his  unmerite 
profperity,  the  objefl:  of  the  hatred  and  indifl 
nation  of  his  countrymen,  they  beheld  his  fa 
without  pity,  nor  did  all  his  &ifienng$  mitigat 
their  refentment  in  the  leaft  degree. 

'  Cald.  ill.  79|. 
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The  dergy  were  the  only  body  of  men  who 
obtained  no  redrefs  of  their  grievances  by  this  re- 
Tolution*  The  confederate  nobles  had  all  along  ^JJ^^^v 
ai&fted  to  be  confidered  as  guardians  of  the  privi-  faus. 
kges  and  difcipline  of  the  church.  In  all  their  ,ma- 
aifeftos  they  had  declared  their  refolution  to  re- 
ftore  thefe,  and  by  that  popular  pretence  had 
gained  many  friends.  It  w^s  now  natural  to  expeft 
fome  fruit  of  thefe  promifes,  and  fome  returns 
of  gratitude  towards  many  of  the  moft  emine;it 
preachers  who  had  fuffered  in  their  caufe,  and  who 
demanded  the  repeal  of  the  laws  paffed  the  pre- 
ceding year.  The  king,  however,  was  refolute  to 
maintain  thefe  lawd  in  full  authority;  and  as  the 
nobles  were  extremely  folicitous  not  to  difguft  him, 
by  infifting  on  any  difagreeable  requeft,  the  claims 
of  the  church  in  this,  as  well  as  in  many  other  in- 
itanceSy  were  facrificed  to  the  intereft  of  the  laity. 
The  minifters  gave  vent  to  thqir  indignation  in  the 
pulpit^  and  their  impatience  under  the  difappoint- 
ment  broke  out  in  fome  expreffions  extremely  dif- 
refpedful  even  towards  the  king  himfelf  «^. 

Th«  archbifhop  of  St.  Andrew's,  too,  felt  the  1586. 
effefts  of  their  anger.  The  provincial  fynod  of 
fife  fummoned  him  to  appear,  and  to  anfwer  for 
his  contempt  of  the  decrees  of  former  aflemblies^ 
in  prdumisg  to  exercife  the  fun£tions  of  a  biihop. 
Tbou^  be  refufed  to  acknowledge  the  jurifdidion 
of  the  courts  and  appealed  from  it  to  the  king,  a 
fentence  of  excommunication,  equally  indecent  and 
irregular,  was  pronounced  againfl  him.  Adam- 
?  Spotfw.  343. 
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^vi?^    fon,  with  no  lefs  indecency,  thundered  his  archie- 
V-— ,*i^^  pifcopal  excammunication  againfl  Melvil,  and  fome 

'^*^'  other  of  his  opponents. 
A^rii  13-  Soon  after,  a  general  affembly  was  held,  in 
which  the  king,  with  fome  difficulty,  obtained  an 
aft,  permitting  the  name  and  office  of  bifliop  dill 
to  continue  in  the  church.  The  power  of  the  or- 
der, however,  was  confiderably  retrenched.  The 
exercife  of  difcipline,  and  the  infpeftion  of  the  life 
and  doftrine  of  the  clergy,  were  committed  to 
prefbyteries,  ih  which  bifhops  ihould  be  allowed 
no  other  pre-eminence  but  that  of  prefiding  as 
perpetual  moderators.  They  themfelves  were  de- 
clared to  be  fubjeft,  in  the  fame  manner  as  other 
paftors,  to  the  jurifdidion  of  the  general  afiembly. 
As  the  difcuffion  of  the  ^rchbifliop's  appeal  might 
have  kindled  unufual  heats  in  the  aifembly,  that 
affair  was  terminated  by  a  compromife.  He  re- 
nounced any  claim  of  fupremacy  over  the  church, 
and  promifed  to  demean  himfelf  fuitably  to  the 
character  of  a  bifhop,  as  defcribed  by  St.  Paul. 
The  affembly,  without  examining  the  foundations 
of  the  fentence  of  excommunication,  declared  that 
it  ihould  be  held  of  no  effe£t,  and  reflored  him  to 
all  the  privileges  which  he  enjoyed  before  it  was 
pronounced.  Notwithftanding  the  extraordinary 
tendernefs  {hewn  for  the  honour  of  the  fynod,  and 
the  delicacy  and  refped  with  which  its  juriCdidion 
was  treated,  feveral  members  were  fo  zealous  as  to 
proteft  againfl:  this  decifion  \ 

I^Cald.  iii.  894^     Spotfw.  $46. 
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The  qonrt  of  Scodand  Was  now  filltd  with  per-    book 
fons  fo  warmly  attached  to  Elizabeth,  that  the  v_^  A^. 
league  between  the  two  kingdoms,  which  had  been   .  j'^^'^- 
proppfed  laft  year,  met  with  no  interruption,  but  wiihsng. 
from  D'Efneval,  the  French  envoy.     James  him-  cUj^^' 
felf  firft  offered  to  renew  the  Mgociation.     Eliza- 
beth did  not  fu&r  fuch  a  favourable  opportunity 
to  flip,  and  inftantly  difpatched  Randolph  to  con- 
clude a  treaty,  which  (he  fo  much  defired.     The  Ju'r  s^ 
danger  to  which  the  proteftant  religion  was  ex- 
pofed,    by  the  late   combination   of    the  popiih 
powers  for  its  deftriiaion,  and  the  neceffity  of  a 
ftria  confederacy  among  thofe  who  had  embraced 
the  Reformation,  in  order  to  obftruft  their  perni- 
cious defigiis,  were  mentioned  as  the  foundation 
of  the  league.     The  chief  articles  in  it  were,  that 
both   parties   (hould    bind  themfelves  to    defend 
the  evangelical  religion  ;  that  the  league  fliould  be 
o8Fenfive  and  defenfive  againft  all  who  fliall  endea- 
vour to  difturb  the  exercife  of  religion  in  either     '^     . 
kingdom ;  that  if  one  of  the  two  parties  be  in- 
vaded, the  other,  notwithftanding  any  former  alli- 
ance^ ihould  not,  diredlly  or  indiredly,  affift  the 
invader.  J  that  if  England  be  invaded  in  any  part  re- 
mote ftrom  Scfotland,  James  fhould  affift  the  queen 
with  -two  thoufand  horfe  and  five  thoufand  foot ; 
that  if   the   enemy  landed  or  approached  within 
fixty  miles  of  Scotland,  thie  king  fhould  take  the 
field  with' his  whole  forces,  in  the  fame  manner  as 
he  would  do  in  defence  of  his  own  kingdom,     Eli- 
zabeth, in  return,  undertook  to  aO:  in  defence  of 
Scotland,  if  it  fliouId  be  invaded.      At  the  fame 
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time  Sk  yured  the  king  Aat  no  thep  ftoald  be 
taken,  vlnich  might  derogate  in  any  degree  from 
his  preteniions  to  the  EngUfh  crown  ^  Elizabeth 
expreifed  great  fatisfafbion  vrhh  a  treaty,  which 
rendered  Scotland  an  ufdul  ally,  inftead  of  a  dan- 
gerous neighbour^  and  afforded  her  a  degree  of  fe- 
curity  on  that  fide,  which  all  her  anccftors  had 
aimed  at,  but  none  of  them  had  been  able  to  ob- 
tain* Zeal  for  religion,  together  with  the  bleffings 
of  peace,  which  both  kingdoms  had  enjoyed  dur- 
ing a  ccmfiderable  period,  had  fo  far  abated  the 
violence  of  national  antipathy,  that  the  king's 
conduft  was  univerfally  acceptable  to  his  own 
people  \ 

The  acquittal  of  Archibald  Douglas,  at  this 
time,  expofed  James  to  much  and  deferved  cen- 
fure.  This  man  was  deeply  engaged  in  the  con- 
finracy  againfl  the  life  of  the  king  his  father.  Both 
Morton  and  Binny,  one  of  his  own  fervants,  who 
fuffered  for  that  crime,  had  accufed  him  of  being 
prefent  at  the  murder  ^  He  had  efcaped  punifli- 
ment  by  flying  into  England,  and  James  had  often 
required  Elizabeth  to  deliver  up  a  perfon  fo  un- 
worthy of  her  proteSion.  He  now  obtained  a 
licence,  from  the  king  himfdf,  to  return  into 
Scotland ;  and,  after  undergoing  a  mock-trial,  cal- 
culated to  conceal,  rather  than  to  deted  his  guilty 
he  was  not  only  taken  into  favour  by  the  king,  but 
ient  back  to  the  court  of  England,  with  the  ho- 
nourable chara&er  of  his  ambafiadon    Jame$  was 

'  Spotfw.  351.  ^  Camd.  513. 
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now  of  fadti  an  age,  that  his  youth  and  mexperi'-    ^  ^^  ^ 
ence  dpsnot  be  pleaded  in  e;ccufe  for  this  indecent  ^'.^^."•^ 
tranfeaiom     It  muft  be  imputed  to  the  ex(!effive      '**^' 
fecility  of  his  temper,  which  ojften  led  him  to  gratify 
his  courtiers  at  the  expence  of  his  own  dignity  and 
reputation  ". 

NoT^  long  after,  the  inconfiderate  affeftion  of  Rife  of  Ba- 
the  Englifh  catholics  towards  Mary,  and  their  im-  conVpiracjr 
placable  refentment  againfl;  Elizabeth,  gave  rife  to  «SeJh.^^'r^ 
a  confpiracy  which  proved  fatal  to  the  one  queen, 
left  an   indelible  ftain  on  the  reputatbn  of  the 
other,   and    prefented   a  fpeftacle  to  Europe,   of 
which  there  had  been  hitherto  no  example  in  the 
hiftory  of  mankind. 

Doctor  Gifford,  Gilbert  Giflford,  and  Hodgfon, 
priefts  educated  in  the  feminary  at  Rheinis,  had 
adopted  an  extravagant  and  enthufiaftic  notion, 
that  the  bull  of  Pius  V.  againft  Elizabeth  was 
didated  immediately  by  the  ^oly  Ghoft.  This 
wild  opinion  they  inftilled  into  Savage,  an  officer 
in  the  Spanifli  army,  noted  for  his  furious  zeal  and 
daring  courage;  and  perfuaded  him  that  no  fer- 
vice  could  be  fo  acceptable  to  Heaven,  as  to  take 
away  the  fife  of  an  excommunicated  heretic.  Sa- 
vage, eager  to  obtain  the  crown  of  martyrdom, 
bound  himfelf  by  a  folemri  vow  to  kill  Elizabeth.  April  26. 
Ballard,  a  pragmatical  prieft  of  that  feminary,  had 
at  that  time  come  over  to  Paris,  and  folicited  Men- 
doza,  the  Spanifh  ambaflador  there,  to  procure  an 
iimfi^Hi  of  England,  while  the  affiurs  of  the  league 
were  fo  profperous,  and  the  kingdom  left  naked 

<"  Spotfw.  348.    Cald.  ill.  917. 
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BOOK    by  fending  fo  many  of  tht  queen's  beft  troops 
ci--^   into    the  Netherlands.     Paget    and   the    Engliffir 
^^^^'      exiles  demonftrated   the  fruitleffnefs   of  fuch   aii 
attempt,  unlefs  Elizabeth  were  firfl  cut  oflF,  or  the 
invaders  fecured  of  a  powerful  concurrence  on  their 
landing.     If  it  could  be  hoped  that  cither  of  thefe 
events  would  happen,  eiFeftual  aid  was  promifed  j 
and  in  the  mean  time  Ballard  was  fent  back  to  re- 
new his  intrigues. 
May  15.  He  communicated  his  defigns  to  Anthony  Ba- 

bington,  a  young  gentleman  in  Derbyfhire,  of  a 
large  fortune  and  many  amiable  qualities,  wha 
having  contrafted^  during  his  refidertce  in  France^ 
a  familiarity  with  the  archbifliop  of  Glafgow,  had 
been  recommended  by  him  to  the  queen  of  Scots. 
He  concurred  with  Paget,  in  confidering  the  death 
of  Elizabeth  as  a ,  neceffary  preliminary  to  any  in- 
vafion.  Ballard  gave  him  hopes  that  an  end  would 
ifoon  be  put  to  her  days,  and  imparted  to  him 
Savage's  vow,  who  was  now  in  London  waiting 
for  an  opportunity  to.  ftrike  the  blow.  But  Ba- 
bington  thought  the  attempt  of  too  much  ibport-. 
ance,  to  rely  on  a  fmgle  haitid  for  the  execution  of 
it,  and  propofed  that  five  refolute  gentlemen  (hould 
be  joined  with  Savage  in  an  enterprife,  the  fuccefs 
of  which  was  the  foundation  of  all  their  hopes* 
He  oflfered  to  find  out  perfons  willing  to  undertake 
the  fervice,  wfibfe  honour,  fecrecy,  and  courage^ 
they  might  fafely  truft.  He  accordingly  opened 
the  matter  to  Edward  Windfor,  Thomas  SalJf- 
bury,  Charles  Tibiey,  Chidioc  Tichbourne,  Ro- 
bert  Gage,  Jfoha  Travers,  Robert  Barnwell,  Joha 

4  Charftock,^ 


Digitized  by 


Google 


OF   SCOTLAND.  3f 

(%anlock,  Henry  Dun,  John  Jones,  and  Robert    ^  ^  o  K 
Polly ;  all  of  them,  except  Polly,  whofe  buftliijg  i..-— 'yw 
forward  zeal  introduced   him   into   their  fociety,      *^^^- 
gentlemen   of  good   families,   united  together  in 
the  bonds  of  private  friendfliip,  ftrengthened  by 
the  more   powerful  tie  of  religious  zeal.     Many 
confultations  were  held;   their  plan  of  operations 
was  at  laft  fettled  ;  and  their  different  parts  affign- 
ed.    Babington  himfelf  was  appointed  to  refcue      J«"e. 
the  queen  of  Scots;  Sali{buty,  with  fome  others,  ©fihc con- 
undertook  to  excite  feveral  counties  to  take  arms ;  '^i^'^**®"* 
the  murder  of  the  queen,  the  raoft  dangerous  and 
important  fervice  of  all,   fell  to  Tichbourne  and 
Savage,  with  four  affociates.     So  totally  had  theiv 
bigotted  prejudices  extinguifhed  the  principles  of 
honour,  and  the  fentiments  of  humanity  fuitable  to 
their  rank,  that,  without  fcruple  or  compunftion, 
tliey' undertook   an  adion  which  is  viewed  with 
horror,  even  when  committed  by  the  meaneft  and 
mod    profligate   of   mankind.     This   attempt,   on 
the  contrary,  appeared  to  them  no  lefs  honourable 
than  it  was  defperate ;  and,  in  order  to  perpetuate 
the  memory  of  it,  they  had  a  pidure  drawn,  con- 
taining the  portraits  of  the  fix  affaffins,  with  that 
of  Babington  in  the  middle,  and  a  motto  intimat- 
ing that  they  were  jointly  embarked  in  fome  ha- 
zardous defign. 

The  tonfpirators,   as   appears   by  this  wanton  Difcoverea 
and  imprudent  inftance  of  vanity,  feem  to  have  h![my*^^*"** 
thought  a.  difcovery  hardly  poffibie,  and  neither 
diftrufted   the  fidelity  of   their  companions,  nor 
doubted   the  fuccefs  of  their  undertaking.    iBut 
while  they  believed  that  their  ^madunations  were 
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^vn^  carried  on  with  the  moft  profound  andimpene- 
V— ->Aw  trable  fecrecy,  every  ftep  they  took  was  fully 
'^^^*  known  to  Walfingham.  Polly  was  one  of  his 
fpies,  and  had  entered  into  the  confpiracy,  with 
no  other  defign  than  to  betray  his  affociates.  Gil- 
bert GifFord  too,  having  been  fent  over  to  Eng- 
land to  quicken  the  motions  of  the  confpirators, 
had  been  gained  by  Walfingham,  and  gave  him 
fure  intelligence  of  all  their  projects.  That  vigi- 
lant minifter  immediately  imparted  the  difcoveries 
which  he  had  made  to  Elizabeth ;  and,  \Wthout 
communicating  the  matter  to  any  other  of  the 
counfellors,  they  agreed,  in  order  to  underfland 
the  plot  more  perfedly,  to  wait  until  it  was  ripen- 
ed into  fome  form,  and  brought  near  the  point  of 
execution. 
They  are  At  laft,  Elizabeth   thought  it  dangerous  and 

puniihed.  criminal  to  expofe  her  own  life,  and  to  tempt 
Auguft4,  Providence  any  farther.  Ballard,  the  prime  mover 
in  the  whole  confpiracy,  was  arrefted.  His  affo- 
ciates, difconcerted  and  (truck  with  aftonifhment, 
endeavoured  to  fave  themfelves  by  flight.  But 
within  a  few  days,  all  of  tliem,  except  Windfor, 
iftrere  feized  in  different  places  of  the  kingdom,  and 
committed  to  the  Tower,  Though  they  had  un- 
dertaken the  part,  they  wainted  the  firm  and  deter- 
mined fpirit  of  aflaflins  ;  and,  influenced  by  fear  or 
by  hope,  at  once  confeffed  all  that  they  knew.  The 
indignation  of  the  people,  and  their  impatience  to 
revenge  fuch  an  execrable  comtanation  againfl:  the 
life  of  their  fovereign,  haftened  their  trial,  and  all 
Sept.  20.      of  them  fuffered  the  death  of  traitors ". 

;i  Camd.  515.     State  Trials,  vol.  i.  no. 

Thus 


Digitized  by 


Google 


OF    SCOTLAND.  37 

Thus    far  Ulizabeth^s    conduQ:    may  be  pro-    book 


VII. 


nounced  both  prudent  and  laudable,  nor  can  fhe  be 
accufed  of  violating  any  law  of  humanity,  or  of      ^5^6. 
takmg  any  precautions  beyond  what  were  neceilary  cured  ©t  be- 
for  her  own  fafety.     But  a  tragical  fcene  followed,  iompHwIa 
with  regard  to  which  pofterity  will  pafs  a  very  Jj^^''''^^*" 
difierent  judgment. 

The  frantic  zeal  of  a  few  ralh  young  men  ac- 
counts  lufHciently  for  all  the  wild  and  wicked  de- 
figns  which  they  had  formed.  But  this  wag  not 
the  light  in  which  Elizabeth  and  her  minifters 
chofe  to  place  the  confpiracy.  They  wiflied  to 
perfuade  the  nation,  that  Babington  and  his  aflb- 
ciates  fliould  be  confidered  merely  as  inftruraents 
employed  by  the  queen  of  Scots,  the  real  though 
fecret  author  of  fo  many  attempts  againft  the  life 
of  Elizabeth,  and  the  peace  of  her  kingdoms. 
They  produced  letters,  which  they  afcribed  to  her, 
in  fupport  of  this  charge.  Thefe,  as  they  gave 
out,  had  come  into  their  hands  by  the  following 
Angular  and  myfterious  method  of  conveyance. 
Gifford,  on  his  return  into  England,  had  been 
trufted  by  fome  of  the  exiles  with  letters  to  Mary ; 
but,  in  order  to  make  a  trial  of  his  fidelity  and 
addrefs,  they  were  only  blaak  papers  made  up  in 
that  form.  Thefe  being  fafely  delivered  by  him, 
he  was  afterwards  employed  without  farther  fcruple. 
Waliingham  having  found  mesms  to  gain  jhis  man, 
he,  by  the  permiffion  of  that  minifter,  and  the  con- 
nivance of  Paulet,  bribed  a  tradefman  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood  of  Chartley,  -whither  Mary  had  been 
ccmveyed,  who  depofited  the  letters  in  a  hole  in 
D3  the 
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the  vrall  of  the  caftle,  covered  with  a  Ipofe  ftbne^ 
Thence  they  were  taken  by  the  queen,  and  in  the 
fame  manner  her  anfwers  returned.  All  thefe  trere 
carried  to  Walfingham,  opened  by  him,  jdecypher- 
ed,  fealed  again  fo  dexteroufly  that  the  fraud  could 
not  be  perceived,  aiKl  then  tranfmitted  to  the  per- 
fons  to  whom  they  were  directed.  Two  letters  to 
Babington,  with  feveral  to  Mendoza,  Paget,  Engle- 
field,  and  the  Englifh  fugitives,  were  procured  by 
this  artifice.  It  was  given  out,  that  in  thefe  letters 
Mary  approved  of  the  confpiracy,  and  even  of  the 
affaffination ;  that  fhe  directed  them  to  proceed 
yvhh  the  utmoft  circumfpeftion,  and  not  to  take 
armg  until  foreign  auxiliaries  were  ready  to  join 
them ;  that  Ihe  recommended  the  earl  of  Arundel, 
his  brothers,  and  the"  young  earl  of  Nort^umber- 
land,  as  proper  perfons  to  conduft  and  to  add  re^ 
putation  to  their  cnlerprife ;  that  fhe  adrifed  them^ 
if  poffible,  to  excite  at  the  fame  time  fome  commo- 
tion in  Ireland ;  and,  above  all,  befought  them  to 
concert  with  care  the  means  of  her  own  efcape, 
fuggefling  to  them  feveral  expedients  for  that  pur- 
pofe. 

All  thefe  circumftances  were  opened  at  the 
trial  of  the  confpiratcfrs ;  and  while  the  nation  was 
under  the  influence  of  thofe  terrors  which  the  affo- 
ciation  had  raifed,  and  the  late  danger  had  aug- 
mented, they  were  believed  without  hefitation  or 
inquiry,  and  fpread  a  general  alarm.  Mary's  zeal 
for  her  religion  was  well  known  ;  and  in  that  age, 
examples  of  the  violent  and  fanguinary  fpirit  which 
It  infpired  were  numerous.    All  the  cabals  againfl 
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cfae  peace  of  the  kin^om  for  xmny  years  had  beea 
carried  oq  m  her  name }  and  it  now  appears  evi- 
dently, feid  th^  Englifh,  that  the  fefety  of  the  one  '^^^* 
qaeea  is  incompatiUe  with  that  of  the  other.  Why 
then,  added  they,  ihoiild  the  tranquillity  of  Eag* 
land  be  iacrifi^ed  for  the  fake  of  a  (tranger  ?  Why 
is  a  life  (b  dear  to  th^  nation  expofed  to  the  repeated 
afiaults  of  an  exafperated  rival  ?  The  cafe  fupppfed 
in  the  aflbciation  has  now  happened)  the  facred  per- 
fpn  of  our  Sovereign  has  been  threatened,  and  why^ 
(bould  not  an  injured  people  execute  that  ju{|  vexi* 
geance  which  they  had  vowed  ? 

No  fentiments  could  be   more    agreeable  than  Eiizab^h 
thefe  to  Elizabeth  and  her  minifters*  ■  They  them-  ^Sl^io 
fdves  bad  at  firft   propagated   them  among  the  i^tiemTd^ 
people;^  and  they  now  ferved  both  as  an  apology  aga»nfthv. 
and  a  motive  for  their  proceeding  to  fuch  extre- 
mities againfl:    the  Scottifh  queen    as  they  had 
long  meditated.     The^more  numerous  the  injuries 
were  which  Elizabeth  had  heaped  on  Mary,  the 
more  flie  feared  and  hated  that  unhappy  queen,  and 
came  at  laft  to  be  perfuaded  that  there  could  be  no' 
other  fecurity.  for  her  own  life,  but  the  death  of  her 
rival.     Burleigh  and  Walfingham  had  promoted  fo 
zealoufly  all  Elizabeth's  mfafures  with  regard  tp 
3cottiih  affairs,  and  had  aded  with  fo  little  referve 
inpppogtion  to  Mary,  that  they  had  reafon  to  dread 
the  moft  violent  effects  of  her  refentment,  if  ever  | 

ihe  ifaould  mount  the  throne  of  England.     Froin 
thi^  additional  conlideration  they  endeavoured,  with 
the  iHmpft  earneftaef^,  tp  kinder  s^n  event  fchfatal  to 
thsmfelvep,  by  confirpdiqg  tb^  miftrefs's  fe^rand, 
hatred  of  the  Scottilh  queen. 
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Meanwhile,  Mary  was  guarded  with  unufual 
vigilance,    and  great  care  was  taken. to  keep  her 
He?doraef-  *g^^^^*it  ^^  ^^6  difcovcry  of  the  confpiracy.      Sir 
tics,  papers,  ThdHias  Gotgcs  was  at  lad  fent  from  court   to 
acquaint  her  both  of  it,  and  of  the  imputation^th 
which  (he  was  loaded  as  acceffary  to  that  crime, 
and  he  furprifed  her  with  the^  account  juft  as    (be 
had  got  on  horfeback  to  ride  out  along  with   her 
keepers*     She  was  ftruck  with  aftoiiifliment,  and 
,  would  have  returned  to  her  apartment,  but  (he  Tvas 
not  pernritted ;    and,  in  her  abfence,  her  private 
clofet  was  broke  open,  her  cabinet  and  papers  were 
feized,  fealed,  and  fent  up  to  court.     Her  princi- 
pal domeftics  too  were  arrefted,  and  committed  to 
different  keepers.     Nau  and  Curie,  her  two  fecre- 
taries,  the  one  a  native  of  France,  the  qj^er  of 
Scotland,  were  carried  prifoners  to  London.     All 
the  money  in  her  cuftody,  amounting  to  little  more 
_  than  two  thoufand  pounds,  was  fecured%     And, 
after  leading  her  about  for  fome  days,  from  one 
gentleman's  houfe  to  another,  fhe  was  conveyed  to 
Fotheringay,  a  ftrong  eaftle  in  Northamptonlhire  ?. 
DciTbcfates       No   farther   evidence   could   now  be  expefted 
the  method   againft  Mary,  and  nothing  remained  but  to  decide 
of  proceed-  ^l^j^i-  fhouH  be  her  #ate.     With  regard  to  this, 
Elizabeth,  and  thofe  minifters  in  whom  fhe  chiefly 
confided,  feem  to  have  taken  their  refolution ;  but 
there  was  ftill  great  variety  of  fentiments  among 
her  other  counfellors.     Some  thought  it  fufficient 
to  difmifs  all  Mary's  attendants,  and  to  keep  her 
under  fuch  clofe  reftr^nt,  as  would  cut  offall  pof- 
fibility  of  correfponding  with  the  enemies   of  the 
«  See  Appendix,  No.  XLVIII,  ^  Camd.  517. 
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V  and  as  her  canftitution,  broken  by  long    b  00  k 
confinement,  and  her  fpirit,  dejefted  with  fo  many  v.*i-v-w 
forrows,  could  not  long  fupport  fuch  an  additional      '^^^ 
load,  the  <jueen  and  nation  would  foon  be  delivered 
from  all  their  fears.  ,  But  though  it  might  be  eafy 
to  fecure  ]\tary*s  own  perfon,  it  was  impoflible  to 
diminifti  the  reverence  which  the  Roman  catholics 
had  for  her  name,  or  to  extinguifli  the  compaflion 
with  which  they  viewed  her  fufferings  ;  while  fuch 
ientimcnts  continued,  infurredions  and  invafions 
Would  never  be  wanting  for  her  relief,  stud  the  only 
effeft  of  any  new  rigour  would  be  to  render  thefe 
attempts  more  frequent  and  more  dangerous.     For 
this  reafon  the  expedient  was  rejefted. 

A  PUBLIC  and  legal  trial,  though  the  mofl:  un-  Drterminet 
€xainpled,  *^as  judged'  the  moft  unexceptionable  pabuciy? 
method  of  proceeding ;  and  it  had,  at  the  fame 
time,  a  femblance  of  juftice,  accompanied  with  an 
air  of  4ignity.  It  was  in  vain  to  fearch  the  ancient 
recordd  for  any  ftatute  or  precedent  to  juftify  fuch 
an  uncommon  ftep,  as  the  trial  of  a  foreign  prince, 
who  had  not  entered  the  kingdom  in  arms,  but  had 
fled  thither  for  refuge.  The  proceedings  againft 
her  were  founded  on  the  aft  of  la(^arliament,  and 
by  applying  it  in  this  manner,  the  intention  of 
thofe  who  had^  framed  that  fevere  ftatute  became 
niore  apparent  \ 

Elizabeth   refolved  that  no  circumftance  of 

pomp  or  Solemnity  fhould  be  wanting,  which  could 

render  this  tranfaftion  fuch  as  became  the  dignity 

of  the  perfon  to  be  tried.     She  appointed,  by  a 

'  Camd.  519.     Johnft.  Hift.  iij. 
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commiifHon  under  the  great  Teal,  forty  perfons,  the 
mod  illuftrious  in  the  kingdom  by  thdr  birth  or 
offices,  together  with  five  of  the  judges,  to  hear 
and  decide  this  great  caufe.  Many  difEcuhies  were 
ftarted  by  the  lawyers  about  the  nime  and  title  by 
whiph  Mary  fliould  be  arraigned ;  and,  while  the 
eflentiais  of  juftice  were  fo  grofsly  violated,  the 
empty  forms  of  it  were  the  objeds  of  their  card 
They  at  length  agreed  that  flie  fhould  be  ftyled 
**  Mary,  daughter  and  heir  of  James  V.  late  king 
*'  of  Scots,  commonly  called  queen  of  Scots  an(j 
**  dowager  of  France  ^" 

After  the  many  indignities  which  (he  had  latclji 
fiifFered,  Mary  could  no  longer  doubt  but  that  hej 
deftruftion  was  determined.  She  expcfted  ever^ 
momeiit  to  end  her  days  by  poifon,  or  by  feme  oj 
tb.ofe  fecret  means  ufually  employed  againft  cap 
five  princes.  Left  the  malice  of  her  enemies,  aj 
the  fame  time  that  it  deprived  her  of  life,  fhoulc 
jphdeavour  likewife  to  blaft  her  reputation,  (h^ 
'  wrote  to  the  duke  of  Guife,  and  vindicated  hcrfell 
in  the  ftrongeft  terms,  from  the  imputation  of  eny 
couraging  or  of  being  acceffary  to  the  confpiracj 
for  jiflaffinating  Elizabeth '.  In  the  folitude  of  hei 
prifon,  the  ftrange  refolution  of  bringing  her  to  i 
public  trial  had  not  reached  her  ears,  nor  did  th^ 
idea  of  any  thing  fo  unprecedented,  and  fo  rcpug 
nant  to  regal  majefty,  once  enter  into  her  thought^ 
The  trial  at  Qn  the  eleventh  of  Oftober,  the  commiffioneii 
gay.  appointed  by  Elizabeth  arrived  at  Fotheringay.  Neii 

piorning  they  delivered  a  letter  from  their  fovd 

'  -Stiy^e,  iii.  362.  •  Jcbb,ii.  283. 
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mgn  to  Mary,    iij  which,  after  the  buterefl:  re^    ^va*^ 

proaches  a^d  accufatioijis^  (he  informed  her,  that  v..f--N'-«^ 

regard  for  the  happiQefs  of  the  nadon  had  at  iaft       '^^ 

readered  it  nece|fary  to  njiake  a  public  enquiry  into 

kr  condufl:,  ^d  therefore  required  her,  as  fhe  had 

lived  fo  long  under  the  proteftion  of  the  laws  of 

fngland,  tp  fubmit  now  to  the  trial  which  they 

ordain^  to  he  taken  of  her  crinies*     Mary,  though  Mary  «• 

furprifed  ^t  this  n^eflage,  was  neither  appalled  at  w^e!l!i, 

the  dagger,  nor  unmindful  of  her  os^'n  dignity, 

Sbe  prot^fted,  in  the  mod  folemn  manner,  xh^ 

k  was  innocent  of  the  crime  laid  to  her  charge^ 

2nd  had  n.ever  counten^-nced  any  attempt  againft 

^  life  of  the  queen  of  England  j  but,  at  the  iame 

ine,  refufed  to  acknowledge  the  jurifdldion  of  her 

commiffioneirs^     "  I  came  into  the  kingdom,"  laid 

Ae,  **  an  independent  foyereign,  to  implore  the 

'•queen's  affi (lance, ^i^Qt  to  fubjecl  myfelf  to  he? 

"  authority.     Nor  is  my  fpirit  fo  broken  by  its  pad 

"misfortunes,  or  Ip  intimiflated  by  prefent  daiw 

"  gers,  a^  to  ftoqp  to  any  thing  unbecoming,  the 

"  majedy  of  a  cro\yned  head,  or  that  will  difgrace 

"  the  anceftors  frona  whom  I  am»  defcended,  and 

"  the  foa  to  whom  I  fhali  J^y^  niy  throne.     If  I 

"muft  be  tried,  jarinces  alone  can  be  my  peers. 

"  The  queen  of  Englaijd^s  fubjefts,  however  nohk  , 

"  their  birth   may  be,  are  of  a  rank  inferior  tci 

''  mine.     Ever  fince  my  arrival  in  this  kingdom  I 

^*  have  been  confined  as  a  prifoner.     Its  laws  never 

"  afforded  me  any  protcdion.     Let  them  not  now 

**  be  perverted,  in^afder  to  take  away  my  life." 
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^  vT^        The  commiffioners   employed   arguments  and 
vi.-i*v^  intreaties    to   overcome  Mary's  refolutlon.     They 
'5^6.      gygj^  threatened  to  proceed  according  to  the  forms 
of  law,  and  to  pafs  fentence  againll  her  on  account 
of  her  contumacy  in  refufmg  to  plead  ;  fhe  perfift- 
,    ed,  however,  for  two  days,  to  decline  their  jurif- 
diftion.     An  argument,  ufed  by  Hatton,  the  vice- 
chamberlain,  at  laft  prevailed.     He  told  her,  that, 
by  avoiding  a  trial,  flie  injured  her  own  reputation, 
and   deprived  berfelf  of  the  only  opportunity  ol 
fetting  her  innocence  in  a  clear  light ;  •  and.that  no- 
thing  would  be  more  agreeable  to  them,  or  more 
acceptable  to  the  queen  their  miftrefs,  than  to  be 
convinced,   by  undoubted  evidence,  that  fhe  h'^i 
been  unjuftly  loaded  with  foul  afperfions. 
co»»fenis       .   No  wonder  pretexts  fo  plaufible  fhould  impofi 
^oweverto,    ^^  ^y^^  unwary  queen,    or  that  fhe,   unaffifted  a 
that  time  by  any  friend  or  counfellor,  fhould   no 
be  able  to  detect  and  elude  all  the  artifices  of  Eli 
zabeth's  ablefl;  minifters.     In  a  fituation  equalb 
melancholy,  and  under  circumftances  nearly  fimi 
lar,  her  grandfon,  Charles  I.  refufed^  with  the  ut 
mofl .  firmnefs,  to  acknowledge  the  ufurped  jurij 
diftion  of  the  high  court  of  juflice ;  and  poflerit 
has  approved  his  condufl:,  as  fuitable  to  the  dignit 
of  a  king.     If  Mary  was  lefs  conflant  in  her  refc 
lution,  it  mufl  be  imputed  fplely  to  her  anxious  d< 
fire  of  vindicating  her  own  honour, 
o^^  j^  At  her  appearance  before  the  judges,  who  Avei 

feated  in  the  great  hall  of  the  caftle,  where  the 
received  her  with  much  ceremony,  fhe  toolc  ca 
to  protefl,  that  by  condefcending  to  hear  and  i 
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rive  an  anfwer  to'  the  accufations  which  (hould  be    book 

,  VII. 

brotight  againft  Her,  fhe  neither  acknowledged  the  's^«-v*^ 
jurifdiftion  of   the  court,  'hor  admitted  the  vali-      *^^^" 
dity  and  juftice  of  thofe  afts  by  which  they  pr©. 
tended  to  try  her. 

The  chancellor;  by  a  counter-proteftation,  ea- 
deavoured  to  vindicate  the  authority  of  the  court. 

Then  Elizabeth's  attorney  and  folidtor  open-  The  accufa- 
ed  the  charge  againft  her,  with  all  the  circum-  ;;^";/s^'"ft 
ftances  of  the  late  confpiracy.  Copies  of  Mary's 
letters  to  Mendoza,  Babington,  Englefield,  and 
Paget,  were  produced.  Babington's  confeffibn, 
thofe  of  Ballard,  Savage,  and  the  other  confpira- 
tors,  together  with  the  declarations  of  Nau  and 
Curie,  her  fecretaries,  were  read,  and  the  whole 
ranged  in  the  moft  fpecious  order  which  the  art  of 
the  lawyers  could  devife,  and  heightened  by  every 
colour  their  eloquence  could  add, 

Majry  liftened  to -their  harangues  attentively, 
and  without  emotion.  But  at  the  mention  of 
the  earl  of  ArundePs  name,  who  was  then  con- 
fined in  the  Tower,  fhe  broke  out  into  this  ten- 
der and  generous  exclamation  ;  *'  Alas,  how  much 
"  has  the  noble  houfe  of- Howard  fuffcred  for  my 
"fake!" 

"When  the  queen's  counfel  had  finifbed,  Mary  Herde- 
ftood  up,  and  with  great  magnanimity,  and  equal 
prefence  of  mind,  l)egan  her  defence.  She  bewail- 
ed the  unhappinefs  of  her  own  fituation,  that  after 
a  captivity  of  nineteen  years,  during  which-  (he  had 
fufFered  treatment  n6  lefs  cruel  than  unmerited, 
(he  was  at  laft  loaded  with  an  accufation,  which 
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Biot>k  tended  hot  ofiiy  to  rob  her  of  her  right  o(  fot- 
^"^  ceffion,  and  to  deprive  her  of  life  itfelf,  but  to 
'^^^  ti'anfmit  her  name  with  infamy  to  iiiture  ages: 
that,  without  regarding  the  facred  rights  of  fove- 
reignty,  fhe  was  now  fubjefted  to  laws  framed 
againft  private  perfons  ;  though  an  anointed  queen, 
commanded  to  appear  before  the  tribonal  of  fub« 
jeds;  and,  like  a  common  criminal,  her  honour 
expofed  to  the  petulant  tongues  of  lawyers,  capable 
of  wrefting  her  words,  and  of  mifreprefenting  her 
a&ions :  that,  even  in  this  difbonourable  fituation, 
ihe  was  denied  the  privileges  ufually  granted  to 
criminals,  and  obliged  to  undertake  her  own  de- 
fence, without  the  pr^ence  of  any  friend  with 
whom  to  advife,  without  the  aid  of  counfei,  and 
without  the  ufe  of  her  own  papers. 

She  then  proceeded  to  the  particular  articles  in 
the  accufation.  She  abfolutely  denied  any  corre- 
fpondence  with  Babington  or  Ballard :  copies  only 
of  her  pretended  letters  to  them  were  produced ; 
though  nothing  lefs  than  her  hand-writing  or  fub- 
fcripiion  was  fufficient  to  convi£t  her  of  fuch  an 
odious  crime  1  no  proof  could  be  brought  that 
their  letters  were  delivered  into  her  haads,  or  that 
any  anfwer  was  returned  by  her  direftionj  the 
confeffions  of  wrietches  condemned  and  executed 
for  fuch  a  deteftable  aftion,  were  of  little  weight ; 
fear  or  hope  might  extort,  from  them  many  things 
inconfiftent  with  truth,  nor  ought  the  honour  of  a 
queen  to  be  Itained  by  fuch  vile  teftimony.  The 
declaration  of  her  fecretaries  was  not  more  conclu- 
live:  promifes,and  threats  might  eafily  overcome 

the 


Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


1 5^6. 


or   SCOTLAND.  47 

fhe  relbludott  of  two  ft  rangers ;  in  brder  to  fcreen  *vn.^ 
themfebres,  they  might  throw  the  blame  on  her ; 
bet  they  could  difcover  nothing  to  her  prejudice, 
without  viohling,  in  the  firft  place,  the  oath  of 
fidelity  which  they  had  fworn  to  her;  and  their 
peijury,  in  one  inftance,  rendered  them  unworthy 
of  crcdit  ia  anodier :  the  letters  to  the  Spanilh  am- 
baflfador  were  either  nothing  more  than  copies,  or 
contained  only  what  was  perfeftly  innocent :  "  I 
"  have  often,"  continued  flie,  "  made  fuch  eflForts 
"  for  the  recovery  of  my  liberty,  as  are  natural  to 
"  a  human  creature.  Ck)nvtnced,  by  the  fad  ex- 
"  perience  of  fo  many  years,  that  it  was  vain  to 
"  expeft  it  from  the  juftice  or  generofity  of  the 
"  queen  of  England,  1  have  frequently  folicited  fo- 
''  reign  princes,  and  called  upon  all  my  friends  to 
"  employ  th«ir  whole  intereft  for  my  relief.  I  have 
"  likewife  endeavoured  to  procure  for  the  Eng- 
"  liih  catholics  fome  mitigation  of  the  rigour  with 
"  which  they  are  now  treated ;  and  if  I  could  hope, 
'%by  my  death,  to  deliver  them  from  oppreffion, 
''  1  am  willing  to  die  for  their  fake.  I  wifii,  how- 
"  ever,  to  imitate  the  example  of  Efther,  not  of 
'•  Judith,  and  would  rather  make  interceffion  for 
"  my  people,  than  feed  the  blood  of  the  meaneft 
"  creature,  in  order  to  fave  them.  I  have  often 
"  checked,  the  Jntem^perate  zeal  of  my  adherents, 
^  when  either  the  fevericy  of  their  own  perfecu- 
"  tkms^  or  indignation  at  the  unheard-of  injuries 
^  which  'I  have  endured,  were  apt  ro  precipitate 
'^  them  into  violent  councils.  I  have  even  warned 
**  tbe^ueen  of  dangers  to  which  thefe  harfe  pro- 

'^  ceedlngs. 
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"  now  am,  with  cares  and  fufferings,  the  profpe£t 
15S6.  «  of  a  crown  is  not  fo  inviting,  that  I  ibould  ruia 
**  my  foul  in  order  to  obtain  it«  I  am  no  ftranger 
**  to  the  feelings  of  humanity,  nor  unacquainted 
"  with  the  duties  of  religion,  and  abhpr  the  de- 
*'  teftable  crime  of  affaffination,  as  equally  repug-, 
•'  nant  to  both.  And,  if  ever  I  have  given  cqn- 
**  fent  by  my  words,  or  even  by  mythp^ights^  to 
**  any  attempt  againft  the  life  of  the  queen  of  Kng»-- 
*'  land,  far  from  declining  the  judgment  of  meoi  I 
**  fliall  not  even  pray  for  the  mercy  of  God  '/*;    . 

Two  different  days  did  Mary  appear^  before  the 
judges,  and  in  every  part  of  her  behaviour  xnain-- 
tained  the  magnanimity  of  a  queen,  tempered  with 
the  gcntlenefs  and  modefty  of  a  woman. 
Sentence  The  commiffiouers,  by  Elizabeth's  exprefs  com- 

^^^tTk.  ^^^^9  adjourned,  without  pronouncing  any  fen-' 
tence,  to  the  ftar-chamber  in  Weftminfter.  When 
affembled  in  that  place,  Nau  and  Curie  were 
brought  into  court,  and  confirmed  their  former 
declaration  upon  oath  j  and,  after  reviewing  all  their 
proceedings,  the  commiffioners  unanimoufly  de* 
clared  Mary  "  To  be  acceffary  to  Babington's 
^'•confpiracy,  and  to  have  imagined  diverfe  mat* 
**  ters  tending  to  the  hurt,  death,  and  definition  of 
**  Elizabeth,  contrary  to  the  exprefs  words  of  the 
"  flatute  made  for  the  fecurity  of  tlie  queen's 
"UfeV  ' 

irreguiari-         It  is  no  cafy  matter  to  determine  whether  the 
uL*.^**'***     injuflice  in  appointing  this  trial,  or  the  irregularity 
•  Catnd.  520,  &c,  "  Ibid.  525. 
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in  condufling  it,  w^re  greateft  and  mofl:  flagrant. 
By  ^at  right  did  Elizabeth  claim  authority  over 
an  indq>endent  queen  ?  Was  Mary  bound  tp  com* 
ply  with  the  laws  of  a  foreign  kingdom?  How 
could  the  fubjefts  of  another  prince  become  her 
judges  ?  or  if  fuch  an  infult  on  royalty  were  allow* 
ed,  ought  not  the  common  forms  of  juftice  to  have 
been  obferved?  If  the  teftimony  of  Babingtoii 
and  his  affociates  were  fo  explicit,  why  did  not 
Elizabeth  fpare  them  for  a  few  weeks,  and  by 
coBfronting  them  with  Mary,  overwhelm  her  with 
the  full  convidion  of  her  crimes  ?  Nau  and  Curie 
were  both  alive,  wherefore  did  not  they  appear  at 
Fotheringay,  and  for  what  reafon  were  they  pro- 
duced in  the  ftar-chamber,  where  Mary  was  not 
prefent  to  heafr  what  they  depofed  ?  Was  this  fuf- 
picious  evidence  enough  to  condemn  a  queen? 
Ought  the  meaneft  criminal  to  have  been  found 
guilty  upon  fuch  feeble  and  inconclufive  proofs  ? 

It  was  not,  however^  on  the  evidence  produced 
at  her  trial,  that  the  fentence  againfl:  Mary  was 
foimded*  That  fcrved  as  a  pretence  to  juftify,  but 
was  net  the  caufe  of  the  violent  fteps  taken  by 
Elizs^beth  and  her  minifters  towards  her  deftrud* 
tion ;  and  was  employed  to  give  fome  appearance 
of  jnftice  to  what  was  th^  offspring  of  jealoufy  and 
fear.  The  nation,  blinded  with  refentment  againft 
a^^  aiKl  folidtdus  to  fecure  the  life  of  its  own 
foY^rdgn  from  ey&ty  danger,  obferved  no  irregu- 
iaiities  in  the  proceedings,  and  attended  to  no  de* 
teSts  Ja  the  proof,  but  grafped  at  the  fufpidons  and 
prol>al»lities9  ?8  if  they  had  been  irrefmgable  de- 
Dionftratk>n$. 
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The  parliament  met  a  few  days*  after  fentence 
was  pronounced  againft  Mary.     In  that  illuftrious 
The^paitia-    affcmbly  more  temper  and  difcernment  than  are  to 
fi'm^hr*     ^^  found  among  the  people,  might  have  been  ex- 
fentence,      pefted.     Both  lords  and  commons,  however,  were 
equally  under  the  dominion  of  popular  prejudices 
and  paflions,  and  the  fame  exceffes  of  zeal,  or  of 
fear,  which  prevailed  in  the  nation,  are  apparent 
in  all  their  proceedings.     They  entered  with  impa- 
tience upon  an  inquiry  into  the  confpiracy,  and  the 
danger  which  threatened  the  queen's  life  as  well  as 
the  peace  of  the  kingdom.     All  the  papers  which 
had  been  produced  at  Fotheringay  were  laid  be- 
fore  them ;    and,    after    many   violent  inveftives 
againft  the  queen  of  Scots,   both   houfes  unani- 
moufly  ratified  the  proceedings  of  the  commiffion- 
ers  by  whom  fhe  had  been  tried,  and  declared  the 
fentence  againft  her  to  be  juft  and  well  founded. 
and  demand  Not  fatisficd  with  this,  they  prefented  a  joint  ad- 

the  execu-       j^  iri«»  n 

lion  of  it.  dreis  to  the  queen,  befeechmg  her,  as  Ihe  regard- 
ed her  own  fafety,  the  prefervation  of  the  proteft- 
ant  religion,  the  welfare  and  wilhes  of  her  people, 
to  publifh  the  fentence  ;  and  without  farther  delay- 
to  inflift  on  a  rival,  no  lefs  irreclaimable  than  dan- 
gerous, the  punifliment  which  fhe  had  merited  by 
fo  many  crimes.  This  requeft,  didated  by  fears 
unworthy  of  that  great  affembly,  was  enforced  by 
reafons  ftill  more  unworthy.  They  were  drawn 
not  from  juftice  but  from  conveniency.  The  moft 
rigorous  confinement,  it  was  pretended,  could  not 
curb  Mary's  intriguing  fpirit;  hef  addrefs  was 
found,  by  long  experience,  to  be  an  overmatch  for 
the  vigilance  and  jealoufy  of  all  her  keepers ;  the 
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fevereft  penal  laws  could  not  reftrain  her  adherents,  ^  o  o  k 
who,  while  they  believed  her  perfon  to  be  facred,  Wi-s-iw 
would  delpife  any  danger  to  which  themfelves  '^^^' 
alone  were  cxpofed :  feveral  foreign  princes  were 
ready  to  fecond  their  attempts,  and  .waited  only  a 
proper  opportunity  for  invading  the  kingdom,  and 
affcrting  the  Scottifli  queen's  title  to  the  crown* 
Her  life,  they  contended,  was,  for  thefe  reafons, 
incompatible  with  £lizabeth!s  fafety ;  and  if  Ihe 
were  fpared  out  of  a  falfe  clemency,  the  queen's 
perfon,  the  religion  and  liberties  of  the  kingdom, 
could  not  be  one  moment  fecure.  Neceffity  re- 
quired that  the  fhould  be  facrificed  in  order  to  pre- 
ferve  thefe ;  and  to  prove  this  facrifice  to  be  no 
Jefs  juft  than  neceffary,  feveral  examples  in  hiftory 
were  produced,  and  many  texts  of  fcripture  quoted; 
but  both  the  one  and  the  other  were  mifapplied, 
and  diftorted  from  their  true  meaning. 

Nothing,  however,  could  be  more  acceptable  Eiiwbeih'f 
to  Elizabeth,  than  an  addrefs  in  this  ftrain.  It  ex.  J^"*"'**  . 
tricated  her  out  of  a  fituation  extremely  embarraff- 
iflg;  and,  without  depriving  her  of  the  power  of 
fparing,  it  enabled  her  to  punifli  her  rival  with  lefs 
appearance  of  blame.  If  fhe  chofe  the  former,  the 
whole  honour  would  redound  to  her  own  clemency. 
If  flie  determined  on  the  latter,  whatever  was  ri- 
gorous might  now  feem  to  be  extorted  by  the  fo- 
liciiations  of  her  people,  rather  than  to  flow  from 
ter  own  inclination.  Her  anfwer,  however,  was 
ia  a  ftyle  which  Ihe  often  ufed,  ambiguous  and 
^&Tje»  under  the  appearance  of  opennefs  and  tan- 
dour  j  full  of  fuch  profefllions  of  regard  for  her 
Ea  people. 
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^viL^  people,  as  ferved  to  heighten  their  loyalty;  of 
fuch  complaints  of  Mary's  ingratitude,  as  were 
calculated  to  excite  their  indignation ;  and  of  fuch 
infinuations  that  her  own  life  was  in  danger,  as 
jcould  not  fail  to  keep  alive  their  feai:s.  In  the 
end,  fhe  befought  them  to  fave  her  the  infamy 
and  tlic  pain  of  delivering  up  a  queen,  her  neareft 
kinfwoman  to  puniihment ;  and  to  confider  whe- 
ther it  might  not  ftill  be  poffible  to  provide  for 
the  public  fecurity,  without  forcing  her  to  imbrue 
her  hands  in  royal  blood. 

The  true  meaning  of  this  reply  was  eaiily  un- 
derftood.  The  lords  and  commons  renewed  their 
former  requeft  with  additional  importunity,  which 
was  far  from  being  either  unexpefted  or  oiffenfive- 
Elizabeth  did  not  return  any  anfwcr  more  explicit ; 
and  having  obtained  fuch  a  public  fanSion  of  hei 
proceedings,  there  was  no  longer  any  reafon  foi 
protrading  this  fcene  of  drffimulation ;  there  waj 
even  fome  danger  that  her  feigned  difficultiei 
might  at  laft  be  treated  as  real  ones ;  ike  thorefor^ 
prorogued  the  parliament,  and  referved  in*  bsr  owl 
hands  the  fole  difpofal  of  her  rival's  fatc*^ 

All  the  princes  itt  Europe  dbferved  the  pre 
ceedings  agakift  Mary  with  alloniftinient  and  hoi 
ror;  and  even  Henry  HI.  notwiAftanding  hi 
known  averfion  to  the  houfe  of  Goife,  was  obliged 
tointerpofe  in  her  behalf,  and  to  appear  iA^dcfenc 
of  the  common  rights  of  royalty.  Aobei^Miey  hi 
refident  ambaflador,  and  BdSuvte,  iwho  msis  feil 
with  an  extraordinary  iromimflion  to  t^^uaepixj 

.   »  Orad.  52t5.     D'Ewcs,  375. 
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pofe,  interceded  for  Mary  with  great  appearance    *  yih*^ 
of  warmth.     They  employed  all  the  arguments  --■*^>^'"— ^ 
which  the  caufe  naturally  fuggefted ;  they  pleaded      "^  ^ 
from  juftice,  from  generofity,  and  humanity ;  they 
intermingled  reproaches  and  threats;    but  to  all 
thefe  Elizabeth  continued  deaf  and  inexorable ;  and 
having  received  fome  intimation  of  Henry's  real 
unconcern  about  the  fate  of  the  Scottifli  queen^ 
and  knowing  his  antipathy  to  all  the  race  of  Guife, 
ihe  trufted  that  thefe  loud  remonftrances  would  be 
followed  by  no  violent  refentment  ^. 

Sh^  paid  no  greater  regard  to  the  folicitations  janAten- 
of  the  Scottiih  king,  which,  as  they  were  urged  f<,^Ts"niSl 
with    greater   fincerity,    merited    more   attention.  ^"^^^^  '***• 
Though  her  commiifioners   had  been  extremely 
careful  to  footh  James,  by  publiihing  a  declaration 
that  their  fentence  againft  Mary  did,  in  no  degree, 
derogate  from  his  honour,  or  invalidate  any  title 
which  he  formerly  poflefTed ;  he  beheld  the  indig<« 
nities  to  which  his  mother  bad  been  expofed  with 
filial  concern,  and  with  the  fentiments  which  be- 
came a  king.    The  pride  of  the  Scottifh  nation 
was  rouled,  by  the  infult  offered  to  the  blood  of 
their  monarchs,  and  called  upon  him  to  employ  the 
moft  vigorous^  efforts,  in  order  to  prevent  or  to  re^* 
venge  the  queen's  death. 

At  firft,  he  could  hardly  believe  that  Elizabeth 
would  venture  upon  an  adion  fo  unprecedented, 
which  tended  fo  vifibly  to  render  the  perfons  of 
princes  lefs  facred  in  the  eyes  of  the  .people,  and 
which  degraded  the  regal  dignity,  of  which,,  a^f 

y  Camd.  531. 
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^  vn  ^  other  tim«s,  flie  was  fo  remarkably  jealous.  But  as 
^-•---v^*-^  foon  as  the  extraordinary  fteps  which  fhe  took  dif- 
'^*^*  covered  her  intention,  he  difpatched  Sir  William 
Keith  to  London ;.  who^  together  with  Douglas,  his 
ambaffador  in  ordinary,  remonftrated,  in  the 
ftrohgeft  terms,  againft  the  injury  done  to  an  inde- 
pendent queen,  in  lubjefting  her  to  be  tried  like  a 
private  perfon,  and  by  laws  to  which  fee  owed  no 
obedience ;  and  befought  Elizabeth  not  to  add  to 
this  injury  by  fuffering  a  fentence  UBJuft  in  itfelf, 
as  well  as  dilhonourable  to  the  king  of  Scots,  to  be 
put  into  execution  *. 

Elizabeth  returning  no  anfvver  to  thefe  remon- 
ftrances  of  his  ambaffador,  James  wrote  to  her  with 
his  own  hand,  complaining  in  th€  bittereft  terms  of 
her  conduft,  not  without  threats  that  both  his 
<Juty  and  his  honour  would  oblige  him  to  renounce 
her  friendihip,  and  to  ad  as  became  a  fon  when 
called  to  revenge  his  mother's  wrongs  \  At  the 
fame  time  he  affembled  the  nobles,  who  promifed 
to  ftand  by  him  in  fo  good  a  caufe.  He  appointed 
ambaffadors  to  France,  Spain,  and  Denmark,  in 
order  to  implore  the  aid  of  thefe  courts ;  and  took 
other  ft^ps  towards  executing  his  threats  with  vi- 
gour. The  high  ftrain  of  his  letter  enraged  Eliza- 
beth to  fuch  a  degree,  that  fee  was  ready  to  difinifs 
his  ambaffadors  without  any  reply.  But  Ms  prepa- 
rations alarmed  and  embarraffed  her  minifters,  and 
at  their  entreaty  fee  returned  a  foft  and;  evafive 
anfwer,  promifing  to  liften  to  any  oveirture  fix>m 

•  See  Append.  No.  XLIX.     Murdin,  573,  &c.  Birch.  Mem. 
3.  52.  *  Birch.  M«m.  i,  5a. 
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the  king,  that  tended  to  his  mother's  fafety ;  and 
to  fufpend  the  execution  of  the  fentence,  until  the 
arrival  of  new  ambaffadors  from  Scotland  ^  ^^^^' 

MfiANWHiLEjfhe  commanded  the  fentence  againft  ^f^^^ 
Mary  to  be  publifhed,  and  forgot  not  to  inform  the  tence  a. 
people,  that  this  was  extorted  from  her  by  the  pubii(bed7 
repeated  entreaty  of  both  houfes  of  parliament. 
At  the  fame  time  (he  difpatched  lord  Buckhurft 
and  Beale  to  acquaint  Mary  with  the  fentence,  and 
how  importunately  the  nation  demanded  the  execu- 
tion of  it ;  and  though  (he  had  not  hitherto  yielded 
to  thefe  folicitations,  (he  advifed  her  to  prepare 
for  an  event  which  might  become  neceflfary  for 
fecuring  the  proteftant  religion,  as  well  as  quiet- 
ing the  minds  of  the  people*  Mary  received  the 
mefiage  not  only  without  fymptoms  of  fear,  but 
with  expreffions  of  triumph.  ^^  No  wonder,"  faid 
(Be^  ^  the  £ngli(h  ihould  now  thirft  for  the  blood 
"  of  a  foreign  prince,  they  have  often  oflFered  vio- 
"  le&ce  to  their  own  monarchs.  But  after  fo  many 
^  fufierings,  death  comes  to  me  as  a  welcome  de- 
"  fiwrer*  1  am  proud  to  think  that  my  life  is 
^^  deemed  of  importance  to  the  catholic  religion, 
<<  and  as^a  martyr  for  it  I  am  now  wiUing  to  die  "".** 

After  the  publication  of  the  fentence,  Mary  sue  is  treat. 
wafi  ftripped  of  every  remaining  mark  of  royalty.  uf„7Jft*iil!* 
The  canopy  of  ftate  in  her  apartment  was  pulled  s^ui. 
down^;  Paulet  entered  her  chamber,  and  approach- 
ed her  perfon  without  any  ceremony;  and  even 
appeamd  covered  in  her  prefence.     Shocked  with 
thefe  indignities,  and  offended  at  this  grofs  fami- 

^  Spotfwr,  251,     Cald»  iv.  5.  *  Camd.  52S.     Jcbb,  291. 
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^  vn  ^  }^^^9  ^^  which  fhe  had  never  been  accuftomed, 
Sf^T'j'^  Mary  once  more  complained  to  JEllizabeth  ;  and  at 
Dcif?'  the  fame  time,  as  her  laft  requeft,  entreated  that 
|he  would  pisrmit  her  fervants  to  carry  her  dead 
body  into  France,  to  be  laid  among  her  anceflors 
in  hallowed  ground ;  that  fome  of  her  domeftics 
^  might  be  prefent  at  her  death,  to  bear  witnefs  of 
her  inn6cence,  and  firm  adherence  to  the  catholic 
faith;  that  all  her  fervants  might  be  fuffered  to 
leave  the  kingdom,  and  ce  enjoy  thofe  fmaU'l^ga* 
mea  which  (be  (hould  beftow  on  them,  as  teftimonies 
pf  her  affedion ;  and  that,  in  the  mean  time^  her 
almoner,  or  fome  other  catholic  prieft,  might  be 
allowed  to  attend  her,  and  to  affift  her  in  preparing 
for  an  eternal  world.  She  befought  her,  in  the 
name  of  Jefus,  by  the  foul  and  memory  of  Henry 
VII.  their  comnlon  progenitor,  by  thdr  near  con- 
fanguinity,  and  the  royal  dignity  with  which  they 
were  both  invefted,  to  gratify  her  in  thefe  parti- 
culars, and  to  indulge  her  fo  far  as  to  fignify  her 
compliance  by  a  letter  under  her  own  hand.  Whe- 
ther Mary's  letter  was  ever  delivered  to  Elisabeth 
is  uncertain.  No  anfwer  was  returned,  and  no 
regard  paid  to  her  requeft s.  She* was  offered  a 
proteftant  bifbop  or  dean  to  attend  hen  Them  (he 
rejeSed,  and  without  any  clergyman  to  direct  her 
devotions,  (he  prepared,  in  great  tranquillity,  for 
the  approach  of  death,  which  fhe  how  believed  to 
be  at  no  great  diftance"^. 
1587.  James,    without    lofing  a   moment,'  fent  new 

ncws^hh"    an^hafladors  to  London.     Thefe  v/ere  the  mafter 
^  Camd.  528.     Jcbb,  11.  2i)^. 
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of  Gray,  and  fir  Robert  Melvil.    In  order  to  re-     ^  ^^  k 

move  Eb'zabeth*8  fears,  they  oflFered  that  their 
maftcr  would  become  bound  that  no  confpiracy 
fliould  be  undertaken  againft  her  perfon,  or  the 
peace  of  the  kingdom,  with  Mary's  confent ;  and  January  i. 
for  the  faithful  performance  of  this,  would  deliver 
fome  of  the  mod  confiderable  of  the  Scottifli 
nobles  as  hoftages.  •  If  this  were  not  thought  fufc 
fident,  they  propofed  that  Mary  (bould  refign  all 
her  rights  and  pretenfions  to  her  fon,  from  whom 
noting  injurious  to  the  proteftant  religion,  or  in- 
confiftent  with  Elizabeth's  fafety,  could  be  feared. 
The  former  propofal  Elizabeth  rejcded  as  infe- 
cure  ;  the  latter,  as  dangerous.  The  ambaffadors 
were  then  inftruded  to  talk  in  a  higher  tone ;  and 
Melvil  executed  the  commiflion  with  fidelity  and 
with  zeal.  But  Gray,  whh  his  ulTial  perfidy,  de- 
emed his  mafter,  who  trufl:ed  him  with  a  negotia- 
tion of  fo  much  importance,  and  betrayed  the  ^  # 
queen  whom  he  was  employed  to  fave.  He  en-* 
couraged  and  urged  Elizabeth  to  execute  the  fen- 
tence  againft  her  rival.  He  often  repeated  the  old 
provesrbial  fentence,  *'  The  dead  cannot  bite.** 
And,  whatever  ibould  happen,  he  undertook  to  pa- 
cify the  king's  rage,  or  at  Icaft  to  prevent  any  vio-  • 
lenteffeds  of  his  refcmment.% 

Elizabeth,  meanwhile,  difcovered  all  the  Elizabeth's 
fymptoms  of  the  moft  violent  agitation  and  dif-  ^^Imli*^ 
quietude  of  mind.  She  fhunned  fociety,  fhe  was 
often  found  in  a  melancholy  and  mufing  pofiure, 
afid  repeating  with  much  emphafis  thefe  fent^ices, 

^  Spotfw.  .352.  Miirdin,.  568.     See  App.  No.  L. 
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^\n^  which  (he  borrowed  from  feme  of  the  devices  then 
^-— .--*p'  in  vogue ;  jiut  fer  aut  feri ;  ne  feriare^  feri. 
'^^^'  Much,  no  doubt,  of  this  apparent  uneafmefs  muft 
be  imputed  to  diiTunulation ;  it  was  impoffible, 
however,  that  a  princefs,  naturally  fo  cautious  as 
Elizabeth,  fhould  venture  on  an  aftion,  which 
might  expofe  her  memory  to  infamy,  and  her  life 
and  kingdom  to  danger,  without  refleAing  deeply, 
and  hefitating  long.  The  people  ^waited  her  deter- 
mination in  fufpenfe  and  anxiety ;  and  left  their  fear 
or  their  zeal  fhould  fubfide,  rumours  of  danger 
were  artfully  invented,  and  propagated  'with  the 
utmoft  induftry.  Aubefpine,  the  French  ambaf- 
fador,  was  accufed  of  having  fuborned  an  affaffin  to 
murder  the  queen.  The  Spanifli  fleet  was  faid  by 
fome  to  be  already  ^arrived  at  Milfordhaven.  Others 
affirmed  that  tKe  duke  of  Guife  had  landed  with  a 
ftrong  army  in  Suffex.  Now,  it  was  reported  that 
the  northern  counties  were  up  in  arms ;  next  day^ 
that  the  Scots  had  entered  England  with  all  their 
forces  ;  and  a  confpiracy,  it  was  whifpered,  wa^  on 
foot  for  feizing  the  queen  and  burning  the  city. 
The  panic  grew  every  day  more  violent ;  and  the 
people,  aftoniihed  and  enraged,  called  for  the  exe* 
cution  of  the  fentence  againft  Mary,  as  the  only 
thing  which  could  reftore  tranquillity  tp  the  king- 
dom ^ 
^Drrnntfor  While  thefc  fetttimcnts  prevailed  among  her 
^iCfifinl  fubjefts,  Elizabeth  thought  flie  might  fafely  ven- 
Fe'brua  i  ^^^^  ^^  ftfike  the  blow,  which  fee  had  fo  long  me- 
ditated* She  commanded  Davifon,  one  of  the 
'  Camd.  533,  534. 
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fecrctaries  of  ftate,  to  bring  to  her  the  fatal  war- 
rant ;  and  her  behaviour  on  that  occafion  plainly 
fhewed,  that  it  is  not  to  humanity  that  we  muQ: 
afcribe  her  forbearance  hitherto.     At  the  very  mo- 
ment  fhe  was  figning  the  writ  which  gave  up  a  wo- 
man, a  queen,  and  her  own  neareft  relation,  into 
the  hands  of  the  executioner,  fhe  was  capable  of 
jetting.     "  Go,"  fays  fhe  to  Davifon,  "  and  tell 
"  Walfingham  what  I  have  now  done,  though  I  am 
"  afraid  he  will  die  for  grief  when  he  hears  it.*' 
Her  chief  anxiety  was  how  to  fecure  the  advan- 
tages which  would  arife  from  Mary's  death,  with- 
out appearing  to  have  given  her  confent  to  a  deed 
fo  odious.     She  often  hinted  to  Paulet  and  Drury, 
as  well  as  to  fome  other  courtiers,  that  now  was 
the  time  to  difcover  the  flbcerity  of  their  concern 
for  her  fafety,  and  that  fhe  expeded  their  zeal 
would  extricate  her  out  of  her  prefent  perplexity. 
But  they  were  wife  enough  to  feem  not  to  under- 
ftand  her  meaning.     Even  after  the  warrant  was 
figned,  fhe  commanded  a  letter  to  be  written  to 
Pftulet  in  lefs  ambiguous  terms,   complaining  of 
bis  remifihefs  in  fparing  fo  long  .the  life  of  her  ca- 
pital enemy,  and  begging  .him  to  remember  at  iaft 
what  was  incumbent  on  him  as  an  afFedionate  fub- 
jcft,  as  well  as  what  he  was  bound  to  do  by  the  oath 
of  affociation,  and  to  deliver  his  fovereign  from 
continual  fear  and  danger,  by  fhottening  the  days 
of  hi^  prifoner.   Paulet,  though  rigorous  and  harfh^ 
and  often  brutal  in  the  difcbarge  of  what  he  thought 
his  duty,    as    Mary's  keeper,  was  neverthelefs  a 
man  of  honpur  and  integrity.      He  rejeSed  the 
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^  vn  ^  propofal  with  difdain  ;  and  lamenting  that  he  fhould 
w*-%'^«»r  ever  have  been  deemed  capable  of  afting  the  part 
'^^^*  of  an  affaffin,  he  declared  that  the  queen  might  dif- 
pofe  of  his  life  at  her  pleafure,  but  that  he  would 
never  ftain  his  own  honour,  nor  leave  an  everlalt- 
ing  mark  of  infamy  on  his  poflerity,  by  lending 
his  hand  to  perpetrate  fo  foul  a  crime.  On  the 
receipt  of  this  anfwer,  Elizabeth  became  ex- 
tremely peevifli ;  and  calling  him  a  dainty  and 
frecife  fellow^  who  would  piromife  much,  but  per- 
form nothing,  Ihe  propofed  to  employ  one  Wing- 
field,  who  had  both  courage  and  inclination  to 
ftrike  the  blow^  But  Davifou  remonftratmg 
againft  this,  as  a  deed  diflionourable  in  itfelf,  and  of 
dangerous  example,  (he  again  declared  her  inten- 
tion that  the  fentence  pronounced  by  the  commif- 
fioners  Ihould  be  executed  according  to  law ;  and 
as  ftie  had  already  figned  the  warrant,  fhe  begged 
that  no  farther  application  might  be  made  to  her 
on  that  head.  By  this,  the  privy  counfellors  thought 
themfelves  fufficiently  authorifed  to  proceed ;  and 
prompted,  as  they  pretended,  by  zeal  for  the 
queen's  fafety,  or  inftigated,  as  is  more  probable, 
'  by  the  apprchenfion  of  the  danger  to  which  they 
would  themfelves  be  expofed,  if  the  life  of  the 
queen  of  Scots  were  fpaired,  they  affembled  in  the 
council-chamber ;  and  by  a  letter  under  all  their 
hands,  empowered  the  earls  of  Shrewfbury  and 
Kent,  together  with  the  high  fherifF  of  the  county, 
to  fee  the  fentence  put  in  execution  ^\ 

*  Biogr.  Britan.  article  Davifon, 

*  Camd.  534.     Strype,  iii.  361.  364. 
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On  Tuefday  the  feventh  of  February,  the  two    book 
earls  arrived  at  Fotheringay,  and  demanded  ac«-  s«i.^^w 
cefs  to  the  queen,  read  in  her  prefence  the  war-  j^J-?/^ 
rant  for  execution,  and  required  her  to  prepare  to  haviourat 

J-  .niTi^ji-  r  J    her  death. 

die  next  morning.     Mary  heard  them  to  the  end 
without  emotion,  and  crofling  herfelf  in  the  name 
of  the  Father,  and  of  the  Son,  and  of  the  Holy 
Ghoft,  «  That  foul,'^  laid  ihe,  "  is  not  worthy  the 
"  joys  of  Heaven,  which  repines  becaufe  the  body 
"  muft  endure  the  ftroke  of  the  executioner;  and 
**  though  1  did  not  ^cped  that  the  queen  of  Eng- 
"  land  would  fet  the  firft  example  of  violating  the 
"  facred  perfon  of  a  fovereign  prince,  I  willingly 
"  fubmit  *to  that  which  Providence  has  decreed  to 
*^  be  my  lot ;"  and  laying  her  hand  on  a  Bible, 
which  happened  to  be  near  her,  (he  folenmly  pro- 
tefted  that   ihe  was  innocent  of  that  coni|>iracy 
which  Babington  had  carried  on  againfl:  Elizabeth's 
Ufe  *. '   She  then  mentioned  the  requefts  contained 
ki  her  letter  to  Elizabeth,  but  obtained  no  fatis- 
£i£tory  anfwer.     She  entreated  with  particular  car- 
neftaefsy  that  bow  in  her  laft  moments  her  almoner 
taigltt  be  fuflSsred  to  attend  her,  and  that  flie  might 
enjoy  the  conlblation  of  thofe  pious  inflitutions 
.pre&rihed   by  lier  reljgioiu      Even  this  favour, 
which  is  uftially  granted  to  the  vilefl:  criminal, 
was  abfolutely  denied. 

.  Xi£a  attendants,  during  this  converfation,  were 
il^^dbed  tn  teaiis,  and  though  overawed  by  the  pre- 
fence of  the  two  jcarls,  with  difficulty  fupprefied 
their  anguifh ;  biiit  no  fooner  did  Kent  and  Shrewf- 

*  Jtbb,  H,  301, 
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^  vn^  -l^ury  \vithdraw,  than  they  ran  to  their  miftrefs^  and 
V— -v---^  burft  out  into  the  mod  paffionate  cxpreffions  of 
*^  ^'  tendernefs  and  forrow.  Mary,  however,  not  only 
retained  perfeft  compofure  of  mind  herfelf,  but 
endeavoured  to  moderate  their  exceffive  grief; 
and  falling  on  her  knees,  with  all  her  domeftics 
round  her,  (he  thanked  Heaven  that  her  fufFerings 
were  now  fo  near  an  end,  and  prayed  that  (he 
might  be  eijabled  to  endure  what  ftill  remained 
with  decency  and  with  fortitude.  The  greater  part 
of  the  evening  flie  employed  in  fettling  her  worldly 
affiurs.  She  wrote  her  teftament  with  her  own 
hand.  Her  money,  her  jewels,  and  her  clothes, 
ihe  diftribirted  among  her  fervants,  according  to 
their  rank  or  merit.  She  wrote  a  fliort  letter  <o 
the  king  of  France,  and  another  to  the  duke  of 
Guife,  full  of  tender  but  magnanimous  fentiments, 
and  recommended  her  foul  to  their  prayers,  and 
her  afflifted  fervants  to  their  proteftion.  At  fup- 
per  (he  ate  temperately,  as  ufual,  and  converfed 
not  ojaly  with  eafe,  but  with  cheerfulnefs  j  fhe 
drank  to  every  one  of  her  fervants,  and  afked 
their  forgivenefs,  if  ever  flie  had  failed  in  any  part 
of  her  duty  towards  them.  At  her  wonted  time 
ihe  went  to  bed,  and  flept  calmly  a  few  hours* 
Early  in  the  morning  Ihe  retired  into  her  clofet, 
and  employed  a  confiderable  time  in  devotion^  At 
eight  o^clock  the  high  fheriff  and  his  officers  en- 
tered her  chamber,  and  found  her  ftill  kneeling  at 
the  ^tar.  She  immediately  ftarted  up,  and  with  a 
majeftic  mien,  and  a  countenance  undifmayed,  and 
even  cheerful,  advanced  towards  the  place  of  exe* 
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cution,  leaning  on  two  of  Paulet's  attendants.  She  book 
was  drefTed  in  a  mourning  habit,  but  with  an  ele«  v^.-v-^«»# 
gance  and  fplendour  which  (he  had  long  laid  afide  '^^^' 
except  on  a  few  feftival  days.  An  Agnus  Dei  hung 
by  a  pomander  chain  at  her  neck  j  her  beads  at 
her  girdle ;  and  in  her  hand  fhe  carried  a  crucifix 
of  ivory.  At  the  bottom  of  the  (lairs,  the  two  earls, 
attended  by  feveral  gentlemen  from  the  neighbour- 
ing counties,  received  her ;  and  there  fir  Andrew 
Melvil,  the  mafter  of  her  houfehold,  who  had 
been  fecluded  for  fome  weeks  from  her  prefence, 
was  permitted  to  take  his  lad  farewel.  At  the 
fight  of  a  miftrefs  whom  he  tenderly  loved,  in  fuch 
a  fituation,  he  melted  into  tears ;  and  as  he  was 
bewailing  her  condition,  and  complaining  g£  his 
own  hard  fate,  in  being  appointed  to  carry  the  ac- 
count of  fuch  a  mournful  event  Into  Scotland, 
Mary  replied,-  "  Weep  not,  good  Melvil,  there  is 
"  at  prefent  great  caufe  for  rejoicing.  Thou  fhalt 
"  this  day  fee  Mary  Stewart  delivered  from*  all  her 
"  cares,  and  fuch  an  end  put  to  her  tedious  .fuflfer- 
*^ings,  as  fhe  has  long  expeOied.  Bear  witnefi; 
"  that  I  die  conftant  in  my  religion ;  firm  in  my 
"  fidelity  towards  Scotland  ;  and  unchanged  in  my 
"  affeftion  to  France.  Commend  me  to  my  fon. 
"  Tell  him  I  have  done  nothing  injurious  to  his 
*^  kingdom,  to  his  honour,  or  to  his  rights ;  and 
"  God  forgive  all  thofe  who  have  thirfted,  without 
"  caufe,  for  my  blood.'* 

With  much  difficulty,  and  after  many  entreaties, 
fhe  prevailed  on  the  two  earls  to  allow  Melvil,  to- 
gether with  three  of  her  men  Servants  and  two  of 
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^vi?^  her  maids,  to  attenci  her  to  the  fcaffold.  It  was 
ereded  in  the  fame  hall  where  fhe  had  been  tried, 
raifed  a  little  above  the  floor,  and  covered,  as  well 
as  a  chair,  the  cuihion,  and  block,  with  black  cloth. 
Mary  mounted  the  fteps  with  alacrity,  beheld  all 
this  apparatus  of  death  with  an  unaltered  counte- 
nance, and  figning  herfelf  with  the  crofs,  fhe  lat 
down  in  the  chair*  Beale  read  the  warrant  for 
execution  with  a  loud  voice,  to  which  fhe  liftened 
with  a  carelefs  air,  and  like  one  occupied  in -other, 
thoughts.  Then  the  dean  of  Peterborough  began 
a  devout  difcourfe,  fuitable  to  her  prefent  condi- 
tioa,  and  oflfered  up  prayers  to  Heaven  in  her  be- 
half $  but  fhe  declared  that  fhe  could  not  in  con- 
fcknce  hearken  to  the  one^  nor  join  with  the  other; 
and  keeling  down  repeated  a  Latin  prayer.  Whai 
the  dean  had  iniifhed  his  devotions,  fhe  with  an 
audible  voice,  and  in  the  Englifli  tongue,  recom- 
mcasided  unto  God  the  afflifted  (late  of  the  church, 
and  prayed  for  profperityto  her  fon,  and  for  a 
long  life  and  peaceable  reign  to  Elizabeth.  She 
declared  that  fhe  hoped  for  mercy  only  through  the 
death  of  Chrifl,  at  the  foot  of  whofe  image  fhe 
pow  willingly  fhed  her  blood  ;  and  lifting  up  and 
kifling  the  crucifix,  flie  thus  addrefled  it :  **  As 
**  thy  arms,  O  Jefus,  were  extended  on  the  crofs  ; 
^  fo  with  the  outftretched  arms  of  thy  niercy  re- 
**  cdye  me,  and  forgive  my  fins." 

She  then  prepared  for  the  block,  by  taking  off 
her  veil  and  upper  garments ;  and  one  of  die  exe- 
cutioners rudely  endeavouring  to  aflift,  flie  gently 
checked  him,  and  faid,  with  a  fmile,  that  fhe  had 
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not  beeij  accuftomed  to  undrefs  before  fo  hiatny    ^y^^ 

fpeOators,  nor  to  be  ferved  by  fuch  valets.  With  — ^/— -* 
calm  but  undaunted  fortitude,  fhe  laid  her  neck  *^'^' 
on  the  block  ;  and  while  one  executioner  held  her 
hands,  the  other,  at  the  fecond  ftroke,  cut  o£F  her 
head,  which  falling  out  of  its  attire,  difcovered  her 
hair  already  grown  quite  grey  with  cares  and  ibr* 
rows.  The  executioner  held  it  up  ftill  ftreamiDg 
with  blood,  and  the  dean  crying  out,  "  So  perifh 
"  all  queen  Elizabeth's  enemies,'*  the  carl  of  Kent 
alone  anfwered  Amen.  The  reft  of  the  fpedators 
continued  filent,  and  drowned  in  tears ;  being  in- 
capable, at  that  moment,  of  any  other  fentimentj 
but  thofe  of  pity  or  admiration  ^, 

Such  was  the  tragical  death  of  Mary  queen  of  fj^jjjjj^*"^, 
Scots,  after  a  life  of  forty-four  years  and  two  couctimng 
months,  almoft  nineteen  years  of  which  fhe  paffed 
in  captivity.  The  political  parties  which  were 
formed  in  the  kingdom  during  her  reign,  have 
fubfifted,  under  various  denominations,  ever  fince 
that  time.  The  rancour  with  which  they  were 
at  firft  animated,  hath  defcended  to  fucceeding 
ages,  and  their  prejudices,  as  well  as  their  rage, 
have  been  perpetuated,  and  even  augmented. 
Among  hiftorians,  who  were  under  the  dominion 
of  all  thefe  paflions,  and  who  have  either  afcribed 
to  her  every  virtuous  and  amiable  quality,  or  have 
impated  to  her  all  the  vices  of  which  the  human 
heart  is  fufceptible,  we  fearch  in  vain  for  Mary's 
real  charafter.     She  neither  merited  the  exaggc- 

^  Camd.  534.     Spotfw.  355.     Jcbb,  ii.  3O0.     Stryfic,  iii. 
383.     Sec  Append.  No.  LI* 
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^vi?.^    rated  praHb  of  the  one^  tior  the  undiftingulihed 
cenfure  of  the  othef*. 

To  all  the  charms  of  beauty,  and  the  utmoft 
elegance  of  external  form^  flie  added  thofe  accom- 
plilhments  which  render  their  impreflion  irreiifl- 
ible.     Polite,  affable,  infmuating,  fprightly,  and 
capable  of  fpeaking  and  of  writing  with  equal  eafe 
and  dignity.    Sudden,  however,  and  violent  in  all 
ther  attachments;  becaufe  her  heart  was  warm  and 
unfufpicious*    Impatient  of  contradiction ;  becaufe 
jhe  had  been  accuftomed  from  her  infancy  to  be 
treated  as  a  queen.    No  ftranger,  on  fome  occs/- 
*fions,  to  diffimulation ;  which,  in  that  perfidious 
court  where    Ihe    received    her    education,    was 
reckoned  among  the  neceflary  arts  of  government. 
Not  infenfible  of  flattery,  or  unconfcious  of  that 
pleafure  with  which  almoft  every  woman  beholds 
the  influence  of  her  own  beauty.    Formed  with 
the  qualities  which  we  love,  not  with  the  talents 
that  we  admire ;  fhe  was  an  agreeable  woman,  ra* 
ther  than  an  illuftrious  queen.     The  vivacity  of 
her  fpirit,  not  fufficiently  tempered   with  found 
judgment,  and  the  warmth  of  her  heart,  which 
was  not  at  all  times  under  the  reftraint  of  difcre- 
tion,  betrayed  her  both  into  errors  and  into  ciimes. 
To  fay  that  (he  was  always  unfortunate,  will  not 
account  for  that  long  and  almoft  uninterrupted  fuc- 
ceffion  of  calamities  which  befd  her;  we  muft 
likewife  add,  that  (he  was  often  imprudent.    Her 
paflion  for  Damly  was  rafh,  youthful,  and  excef- 
five;  and  though  the  fuddentranfition  to  the  op- 
polite  extreme,  was  the  natural  effed  of  her  At- 1 
a  requited 


Digitized  by 


Google 


OP  SCOTLAND.  5; 

requited  Idve,  and  of  his  ingratitude,  infolence,  *  ^^^^ 
and  brutality;  yet  neither  thefe,  nor  Bothweirs  ^"^vw 
artful  addreft  and  important  fervices,  can  juftify  '^*^' 
her  attachment  to  that  nobleman.  Even  the  man- 
ners of  the  age,  licentious  as  they  were,  are  no 
apology  for  this  unhappy  paifion ;  nor  can  they 
induce  us  to  look  on  that  tragical  and  infamous 
fcene  which  followed  upon  it,  with  lels  abhor- 
rence. Humanity  will  draw  a  veil  over  this  part 
of  her  chara£ter  which  it  cannot  approve,  and  may, 
perhaps,  prompt  fome  to  impute  fome  of  her 
anions  to  her  fituation,  more  than  to  her  difpo-  . 
fidons  i  and  to  lament  the  unhappinefs  of  the  for- 
mer, rather  than  accufe  the  perverfenefs  of  the 
latter.  Mary's  fufferings  exceed,  both  in  degree 
and  in  duration,  thofe  tragical  dillrefles  which  fancy 
has  feigned  to  excite  forrow  and  commiferation ; 
and  while  we  furvey  them,  we  are  apt  altogether 
to  forget  her  frailties,  we  think  of  her  faults  with 
lefs  indignation,  and  approve  of  our  tears,  as  if 
they  were  fhed  for  a  perfon  who  had  attained  much 
Dearer  to  pure  virtue. 

With  regard  to  the  queen's  perfon,  a  circum- 
ftance  not  to  be  omitted  in  writing  the  hiftory  of  a 
female  reign,  all  contemporary  authors  agree  in 
afcribing  to  Mary  the  utmoil  beauty  of  counte- 
Bance,  and  elegance  of  Ihape,  of  which  the  hu* 
man  form  is  capable.  Her  hair  was  black,  though, 
according  to  the  fafhion  of  that  age,  flie  fr^uently 
wore  biMTowed  locks^  and  of  different  colours. 
Her  eyes  were  a  dark  grey ;  her  complexion  was 
ezquifiteiy  fine ;  and  her  hand«  and  anas  remafk* 
JF  2  ably 
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B  o  o  K  ably  delicate,  "both  as  to  fhape  and  colour.  Her 
v.,-i-s/-^  ftature  was  of  an  height  that  rofe  to  the  majeftic. 
'^^^'  She  danced,  fhe  walked,  and.  rode  with  equal 
grace,-  Her  tafte  for  mufic  was  juft^  and  (he  both 
fung  and  played  upon  the  lute  .with  uncommon 
fkill.  Towards  the  end  of  her  life,  long  confine- 
ment, and  the  coldnefs  of  the  hdufes  in  which  fhe 
had  been  imprifoned,  brought  on  a  rheumatifai, 
which  often  deprived  her  of  the  ufe  or  her  limbs. 
No  man,  fays  Brantome,  ever  beheld  her  perfon 
without  admiration  and  love,  or  will  read  her  hif- 
tory  without  forrow. 

None  of  her  women  were  fufFered  to  come  near 
her  dead  body,  which  was  carried  into  a  room 
adjoining  to  the  place  of  execution,  where  it  lay 
for  fome  days,  covered  with  a  coarfe  cloth  torn 
from  a  billiard  table.  The  block,  the  fcafFoId,  the 
aprons  of  the  executioners,  and  every  thing  ftained 
with  her  blood,  were  reduced  to  aflies.  Not  long 
after,  Elizabeth  appointed  her  body  to  be  buried 
in  the  cathedral  of  Peterborough  with  royal  mag- 
nificence^ But  this  vulgar  artifice  was  employed  in 
.  vain  ;  the  pageantry  of  a  pompous  funeral  did  not 
cflFace  the  memory  of  thofe  injuries  which  laid 
Mary  in  her  grave.  James,  foon  after  his  accefc 
iion  to  the  Englifli  throne,  ordered  her  body  to  be 
j-emoved  to  Weftminfter-abbey,  and  to  be  depo^ 
fited  among  the  monarchs  of  England.  i 

Elizabeth  ELIZABETH  aflfefted  to  receive  the  accounts  o\ 

hmenV"      Mary's  death  with  the  moft  violent  emotions  o 
diaih,*       Jurprife  and  concern.     Sighs,  tears,  lamentation^ 
•and  moufniflg,  were  all  employed  to  difpjby  tl^ 
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reality  and  greatnefe  of  her  forraw.     Evident  marks    *  ^j^^ 
of  diffimulation  and  artifice  may  be  traced  through  s— -v— ^ 
every  period  of  Elizabeth's  proceedings  againft  the       *^  ^* 
life  of  the  Scottish  queen.     The  commiffion  for 
bringing  Mary  to  a  public  trial  was  feemingly  ex- 
torted from   her  by  the  intreaties  of  her  privy 
oounfellors.     She  delayed  publi(hing  the  fentence 
againft  her  till  (he  was  twice  folicited  by  both 
houfes  of  parliament.     Nor  did  flie  fign  the  war- 
rant for  execution  without   the   utmoft  apparent 
reluftance.     One  fcene  more  of  the  boldeft  and 
moft  folemn  deceit  remained  to  be  exhibited.     She 
undertook  to  make  the  world  believe  that  Mary 
had  been  put  to  death  without  her  knowledge,  and   - 
againft  her  will.     Davifon,  who  neither  fufpe&ed 
her  intention  nor  his  own  danger,  was  her  inftru-    ^ 
ment  in  carrying  on  this  artifice,  and  fell  a  victim 
to  it. 

It  was  his  duty,  as  fecretary  of  ftate^  to  lay  be- 
fore her  the  warrant  for  execution,  in  order  to  be 
figned }  and,  by  her  command,  he  carried  it  to  the 
great  feal.  She  pretended,  however,  that  (he  had 
charged  him  not  to  communicate  what  (he  had  done 
to  any  perfon,  nor  to  fufFer  the  warrant  to  go  out 
of  his  hands,  without  her  exprefs  permiflion ;  that, 
in  contempt  of  this  order,  he  had  not  only  revealed 
the  matter  to  feveral  of  her  rhinifters,  biit  had,  in 
concert  with  them,  alTembled  her  privy  counfellors, 
by  whom,  without  her  confent  or  knowledge,  the 
warrant  was  ilTued,  and  the  earls  of  Shrewfbury  and 
Kent  impowered  to  put  it  in  execution.  Though 
Davifon  denied  all  tbjs,  and  with  circumftances 
F  3  which 
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*  vu.^  which  bear  the  ftrongeft  marks  of  truth  and  crcdf- 
*— ^.^-**'  bilityj  though  it  can  fcarcely  be  conceived  that 
'^  ^*  her  privy  council,  compofed  of  the  perfons  in 
ivhotn  ihe  moft  confided,  of  her  minifters  and  fa* 
vourites,  would  aiTemble  within  the  walls  of  her 
palace,  and  venture  to  tranfad  a  matter  of  fo  much 
importance  without  her  privity,  and  contrary  to 
her  mclination ;  yet  fo  far  did  Ihe  cany  her  dif- 
fimulatiouj  that  with  all  the  ilgns  of  difpleafiire 
and  of  rage,  fhe  baniihed  moft  of  her  counfellors 
out  of  her  prefence ;  and  treated  Burldgh,  in  par- 
ticular, fo  harihly,  and  with  fuch  marks  of  difguft, 
that  he  gave  hin^elf  up  for  loft,  and  in  the  de^>efi: 
afflidion  wrote  to  the  queen,  begging  leave  to  re» 
fign  all  his  places,  that  he  might' retire  to  his  own 
eftate.  Davifon  Ihe  inftantly  deprived  of  his  office, 
and  committed  him  a  clofe  prifoner  to  the  Tower. 
He  was  foon  after  brought  to  a  folemn  trial  in  the 
Star  Chamber,  condemned  to  pay  a  fine  of  ten 
thoufand  pounds,  and  to  be  imprifoned  during  the 
queen's  pleafure.  He  languifhed  feveral  years  in 
confinement,  and  never  recovered  ^my  degree  of 
favour  or  of  power.  As  her  jealoufy  and  fear  had 
bereaved  the  queen  of  Scots  of  life,  in  order  to 
palliate  this  part  of  her  conduct,  Elizabeth  made 
nofcrupleof  facrificing  the  reputation  and  happi- 
ncfs  of  one  of  the  moft  virtuous  and  able  men  in  her 
kingdom  ^  i 

This  folemn  farce,  for  it  deferves  no  better 
name,  furnifhed  Elizabeth,  however,  with  an  apo- 


March. 


£]ietf)eth 
cndeavQurt 
to  fuoth 
fa, 


James« 


*  Camd.  S3^* 
Cabala,  229,  Sec. 
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logj  to  the  kmg  of  Scots.    As  the  proTpeft  of  his 
mother's  danger  had  excited  the  king's  filial  care 
and  concern,  the  account  of  her  death  filled  him      '^'^' 
with  grief  and  refentment.    His  fubjefts  felt  the 
diflionoor  done  to  him  and  to  the  nation.     In  order 
to  footh  both,  JElizabeth  inftantly  difpatched  Ro- 
bert Cary,  one  of  lord  Hunfdon's  fons,  with  a 
letter  expreffing  her  extreme  afflidion  on  account 
of  that  miferable  accident,  which,  as  fhepretend- 
edy  had  happened  hx  contrary  to  her  appointment 
or  intention*    James  would  not  permit  her  mef- 
fenger  to  enter  Scotland,  and  with  fome  difficulty 
reoehred  a  memorial  which  he  fent  from  Berwick- 
It  contained  the  tale  concerning  Davifon,  dreiTed 
ap  with  all  the  circumftances  which  tended  to  ex- 
culpate Elizabeth,  and  to  throw  the  whole  blame 
oa  his  raihnefs  or  treachery.    Such  a  defence  gave 
little  iatisbftion,  and  was  confidered  as  mockery 
added  to  infult ;  and  many  of  the  nobles,  as  well 
as  the  king,  breathed  nothing  but  revenge.    Eli- 
zabeth was  extremely  folicitous  to  pacify  them, 
and  file  wanted  neither  able  inftruments,  nor  plau- 
fibte  reafons,  in  order  to  accomplifli  this.    Lei« 
eefter  wrote  to  the  king,  and  Walfingham  to  fe» 
aetary  Maitland.     They  reprefented  the  certain 
deifarudion  to  which  James  would  expofe  himfelf, 
if,  widi  the  forces  of  Scotland  alone,  he  fliould 
venture  to  attack  a  kingdom  b  far  fuperior  in 
power ;  that  the  hiftory  of  paft  ages,  as  well  as  his 
mother's  fod  experience,  might  convince  him,  that 
nothing  could  be  more  dangerous,  or  deceitful, 
F4  »than 
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BOOK  than  dependance  on  foreign  aid ;  that  the  king  of 
Si->^..^  France  would  never  wifli  to  fee  the  Britifli  king- 
'^*7*  doms  united  under  one  monarch,  nor  contribute  to 
inveft  a  prince  fo  nearly  allied  to  the  houfe  of 
Guife  with  fuch  formidable  power;  thlt  Philip 
might  be  a  more  adive  ally,  but  would  certainly 
prove  a  more  dangerous  one  ;  and,  under  pretence 
of  aflifting  him,  would  affert  his  own  right  to  the 
Englifli  crown,  which  he  already  began  openly  to 
claim;  that  the  fame  ftatute,  on^which.the  fentence 
of  death  againjS:  his  mother  had  been  founded, 
would  juftify  the  excluding  him  from  the  fucceffion 
to  the  crown;  that  the  Englifli,  naturally  averfe 
from  the  dominion  of  ftrangers,  would  not  fail,  if 
exafperated  by  his  hoftiUties,  to  apply  it  in  that 
manner ;  that  Elizabeth  was  difpofed  to  repair  the 
wrongs  which  the  mother  had  fufFered,  by  her  ten- 
dernefs  and  affeftion  towards  the  fon ;  and  that, 
by  engaging  in  a  fruitlefs  war,  he  would  deprive 
himfelf  of  a  noble  inheritance,  which,  by  culti- 
vating her  friendfliip,  he  muft  infallibly  obtain. 
Tbefe  repr^entations,  added  to  the  cdnicioufnefs 
of  his  own  wcaknefs,  to  the  fmallnefs  of  his  re- 
venues, to  the  mutinpus  fpirit  of  fome  of  the 
nobles,  to  thje  dubious  fidelity  of  others^  and  to  the 
influence  of  that  fadion  which  was  entirely  at 
Elizabeth^s  devotion,  convinced  James  that  a  war 
i  with  England,  however  juft,  would  in  the.prefent 

»J^  junflure  be  altogether  impolitical*  .  AH  thefe  con- 

iideratioQS  induced  him  to  flifle  his  refentment ;  to 
%  ^pt^ear  fati^fied  with  the  puniflisaent  inflidied  on 

8         •"  Davifonj 
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Davifon;    and  to  preferve  all  the  femblances  of    book 
friendfhip  with  the  JEnglilh  court".     In  this  man-    _^  ?1,^ 
ncr  did  the  cloud  which  threatened  fuch  a  ftorm       »5^7. 
pafs  away.     Mary's  death,  like  that  of  a  common 
criminal,  remained  unavenged  by  any  prince ;  and, 
whatever  infamy  Elizabeth  might  incur,  flie  was 
expofed  to  no  new  danger  on  that  account. 

Mary's  death,  however,  proved  fatal  to  the  nifgraceor 
matter  of  Gray,  and  loft  him  the  king's  favour,  ofOray, 
which  he  had  for  fome  time  poffeffed.  He  was 
become  as  odious  to  the  nation  as  favourites,  who 
acquire  power  without  merit,  and  exerdfe  it  with- 
out  difcretion,  ufually  are.  The  treacherous  part 
which  he  had  afted  during  his  late  embaffy  was  no 
fecret,  and  filled  Jame$,  who  at  length  came  to 
the  knowledge  of  it,  with  aftonifliment.  The  cour- 
tiers  obfervednhe  fymptoms  of  difguft  ariling  in 
the  king's  mind,  his  enemies  feized  the  opportu- 
nity, and  fir  William  Stewart,  in  revenge  of  the 
perfidy  with  which  Gray  had  betrayed  his  brother 
captain  James,  publicly  accufed  him  before  a  con-  Mayio. 
vention  of  nobles,  not  only  of  having  contributed, 
by  his  advice  and  fuggeftions,  to  take  away  the 
life  of  the  .queen,  but  of  holding  correfpondence 
with  popiih  princes,  in  order  to  fubvert  the  reli- 
gion eftabliflied  in  the  kingdom.  Gray,  unfup- 
ported  by  the  king,  deferted  by  all,  and  confcious 
of  his  own  guilt,  made  a  feeble  defence.     He  was  t 

condemned  to  perpetual  banilhment,  a  punifhment 
very  unojaaL  to  his  crimes.     But  the  king  was  un-  « 

wilting  tt>  abandon  one  whom  he  had  once  favoured 

*  Spotfw,  362.     Cald.  iv.  13,  14.     3trype,  iii.  3J7. 
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'^j^K   fi,  highly,  to  the  rigour  of  jufticc,  and  lord  Ha. 

w^v*^  milton,  his  near  relation,  and  the  other  nobles  who 
'^^^*      had  lately  returned  from  exile,  in  gratitude  for  the 
zeal  vrhh  which  he  had  ferved  them,  interceded 
warmly  in  his  behalf. 

Having  thus  accomplifhed  the  deftm^on  of 
one  of  his  enemies,  captain  James  Stewart  thought 
the  jundure  favourable  for  profecuting  his  revenge 
on  them  all.  He  fingled  out  fecretary  Maitland, 
the  moft  eminent  both  for  abilities  and  enmity  to 
him ;  and  offered  to  prove  that  he  was  no  le&  ac- 
ceffary  than  Gray  to  the  queen's  death,  and  had 
even  formed  a  defign  of  delivering  up  the  king 
himfelf  into  the  hands  of  the  Englifh,  But  time 
and  abfence  had,  in  a  great  meafure,  extinguiflied 
the  king's  affedion  for  a  minion  who  fo  little  dcm 
ierved  it.  All  the  courtiers  combined  againft  hin^ 
as  a  common  enemy ;  and,  mftead  of  gaining  his 
point,  he  had  the  mortification  to  fee  the*offick  ot 
chancellor  conferred  upon  Maitland,  who,  together 
with  that  dignity,  enjoyed  all  the  power  and  ia« 
fluence  of  a  prime  miiiifter. 

In  the  afiembly  of  the  church,  which  met  diis 
year,  the  iame  hatred  to  the  order  of  biihops,  and 
the  fame  jealoufy  and  fear  of  their  encroachments^ 
appeared.  But  as  the  king  was  now  of  full  age, 
and  a  parliament  was  fummoned  on  that  occafion, 
the  clergy  remained  fatisfied  with  appointmg  fome 
of  their  number  to  reprefent  their  grievances  to  that 
court,  from  which  great  things  were  expelled* 

rtiTm^wto       Previous  to  this  meeting  of  parliament,  Jamea 

unite  the     attempted  a  work  worthy  of  a  king.    The  deadly 
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feuds  vhidi  fubfifted  between  many  of  the  great 
fiunilics,  and  which  were  tranfitiitted  from  one  ge* 
neration  to  another,  weakened  the  ftrength  of  the 
kingdom;  contributed^  more  than  any  other  cir* 
cumftance,  to  preferve  a  fierce  and  barbarous  fp^ 
rit  among  the  nobles;  and  proved  the  occafion  of 
many  difafters  to  themfelves  suid  to  their  country. 
After  many  preparatory  negotiatbns,  he  invited 
the  contending  parties  to  a  royal  entertainment  in 
the  palace  of  Holy-rood-houfe;  and  partly  by  his 
authority,  partly  by  his  intreaties,  obtained  their 
promife  to  bury  their  diifenfions  in  perpetual  obU« 
vion.     From  thence  h^  condudled  them,  in  fo- 
lemn  proceflion,  through  the  ftreets  of  Edinburgh^ 
marcl^g  by  pairs,  each  hand  in  hand  with  his 
enemy.     A  collation  of  wine  and  fweetmeats  was 
prepared  at  the  public  crofs,  and  there  they  drank 
to  each  other,  with   all  the  (igns  of  reciprocal 
forgivenefs  and  of  foture  friendfhip.     The  ^peo- 
ple,  who  were  prefent  at  a  fpedacle  fo  unufual, 
conceived  the  moil  fanguine  hopes  of  feeing  con- 
cord and  tranquillity  eilabliihed  in  every  part  of 
the  kingdom,  and  teflified  their  lisitisfaftion  by  re^ 
peated  acclamations".     Unhappily,  the  eflfe&s  of 
this  reccmdliation  were  not  correfpondent  either  to 
the  pious  endeavours  of  the  king,  or  to  the  fond 
wiflies  of  the  people. 

The  firft  care  of  the  parliament  was  the  fecurity 
of  the  proteftant  religion.  All  the  laws  pafTed  in 
its  iavour,  finqe  the  Reformatioq,  were  ratified; 
and  a  new  and  fevere  one  was  enaded'  againft  fe* 

"Spotfw.  164.    Cald.iv.  13. 
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*vi?^  minary  priefts  and  jefuits,  whofe  refllefft  indaftry 
in  making  profelytes,  brought  many  of  them  into 
Scotland  about  this  time.  Two  ads  of  this  parlia- 
ment deferve  more  particular  notice  on  account  of 
the  confequences  with  which  they  were  foUowjed. 
The  one  refpefted  the  lands  of  the  church.  "As 
chu  cb-  the  public  revenues  were  not  fufEcient  for  defray- 
ing the  king*s  ordinary  charges ;  as  the  adminiftra- 
tion  of  the  government  became  more  complicated 
and  more  expenfive ;  as  James  was  naturally  pro- 
fufe,  and  a  ftranger  to  ceconoipy ;  it  was  neceffary, 
on  all  thefc  accounts,  to  provide  foroe  fund  pro- 
portioned  to  his  exigencies.  But  no  confiderable 
ium  could  be  levied  on  the  commons,  who  did  not 
enjoy  the  benefit  of  an  extenfive  commerce.  The 
nobles  were  unaccuftomed  to  bear  the  burden  of 
heavy  taxes.  The  revenues  of  the  church  were  the 
only  fourcc  whence^  a  proper  fupply  could  be 
drawn.  Notwithftanding  all  the  depredations  of 
the  laity  fince  the  Reformation,  and  the  various 
devices  which  they  had  employed  to  feize  the 
church  lands,  fome  confiderable  portion  of  them 
remained  ftill  unalienated,  and  were  held  dther  by 
the  bifhops  who  pofleffed  the  benefices,  or  were 
granted  to  laymen  during  pleafure.  All  thcfe  lands 
were,  in  this  parliament,  annexed,  by  one  general 
**i  law**,  to  the  crown,  and  the  king  was  empowered 

to  apply  the  rents  of  them  to  his  own  ufe.     The 
-tithes  alone  were  referved  for  the  maintenance  of 
^  the  perfons  who  ferved  the  cure,  and  the  principal 
manfion-houfe,  with  a  few  acres  of  land,  by  way  of 

•  Pari.  1 1  Jac,  VI.  c.  29. 
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^lebe,  allotted  for  thdr  refidencc.     By  this  great    ^  ^^^  ^ 
acceffion  of  property,  it.  is  natural  to  conclude  that   w--^— w 
the  king  muft  have  acquired  a  vaft  increafe  of      '^*'' 
power,  and  the  influence  of  the  nobles  have  fuffer- 
ed  a  proportional  diminution.     The  very  reverfe 
of  this  feems,  however,  to  have  been  the  cafe.     Al- 
moft  all. grants  of  church-lands,  prior  to  this  aft, 
were  thereby  confirmed;   and  titles,  which  were 
formerly  reckoned  precarious,  derived  thence  the 
fan^on  of  parliamentary  authority.      James  was 
likewife  authorifed,  during  a  limited  time,  to  make 
new  alienations;  and  fuch  was  the  facility  of  his 
temper,  ever  ready  to  yield  to  the  folicitations  of 
his  fervants,  and  to  gratify  their  moft  extravagant 
demands,  that  not  only  during  the  time  limited, 
but  throughout  his  whole  reign,  he  was  continually* 
employed  in  bellowing,  and  his  parliament  in- rati- 
fying, grants  of  this  kind  to  his  nobles;  hence  little 
advantage  accrued  to  the  crown  from  that  which 
might  have  been  fo  valuable  an  addition  to  its  re- 
venues.    The  bifhops,  however,  weye  great  fuf- 
ferers  by  the  law.     But  at  this  junfture  neither  the 
king  nor  his  minifters  were  folicitous  about  the  in- 
terefts  of  an  order  of  men,  oclious  to  the  people, 
and  perfecuted  by  the  clergy.     Their  enemies  pro- 
moted the  law  with  the  utmoft  zeal.     The  profpeft 
of  (baring  in  their  fpoils  induced  all  parties  ro  con- 
fent  to  it;  and  after  a  ftep^fo  fatal  to  the  wealth  an^J    -*- 
power  of  the  dignified  clergy,  it  was  no  difficult 
matter  tp  introduce  that  change  in  the  government, 
of  the  church  which  foon  after  took  placed 
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^vn^  The  change  vhich  the  other  ftatute  produced 
w^^^-««^  tn  the  civil  conftitution  was  no  lefs  remarkable* 
jLcffef  hi.  Under  the  feudal  fyitem,  every  freeholder,  or  im* 
'!dinto"'arI  ^^^^^^^  vaflkl  of  thc  CFown,  had  a  right  to  be  prc- 
liament  by  fcHt  iu  parliament.  Thefe  freeholders  were  origi* 
fcauUvtC  nally  few  in  number,  but  pofleiTed  of  great  and 
extenfive  property.  By  degrees  thefe  vaft  pofleffions 
were  divided  by  the  proprietors  themfelves,  or 
parcelled  out  by  the  prince,  or  fplit  by  other  acci* 
dents.  The  number  of  freeholders  became  greater, 
and  their  condition  more  unequal;  befides  the  an- 
cient barons,  who  preferved  their  eftates  and  their 
power  unimpaired,  there  arofe  another  order,  whofe 
rights  were  the  fame,  though  their  wealth  and  in- 
fluence were  far  inferior.  But,  in  rude  ages,  when 
the  art  of  government  was  extremely  imperfeft, 
when  parliaments  were  fcldom  affembled,  and  de* 
liberated  on  matters  little  interefting  to  a  martial 
people,  few  of  the  le//er  barons  took  their  feats, 
and  the  whole  parliamentary  jurifdiflion  was  exer« 
cifed  by  the  greater  barons y  in  conjunftion  with 
the  ecclefiaftical  order.  James  I.  fond  of  imitating 
the  forms  of  the  Englifh  conftitution,  to  which  he 
had  been  long  accuftomed,  and  defirous  of  pro- 
viding a  counterpoife  to  the  power  of  the  great 
nobles,  procured  an  ad  in  the  year  one  thoufand 
four  hundred  and  twenty^feven,  difpenfing  with  thc 
perfonal  attendance  of  the  leffer  barons,  and  enu 
powering  thofe  in  each  county  to  chufe  two  com. 
!«riflioners  to  reprefent  tjiem  in  parliament.  This 
law,  like  many  other  regulations  of  that  wife  prince^ 
produced  little  effed.    All  the  king's  vaflals  con- 
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tinned,  as  formerly,  poffeffed  of  a  right  to  bepre^    *  vu.^ 
fent  in  parliament ;  but,  unlefs  in  fome  extraordi*  ^^^^^k^^^ 
nary  conjundures,  the  greater  barons  alone  attend*      *^*^' 
ed.     But,  by  means  of  the  Reformation,  the  con* 
fUtution  bad  undergone  a  great  change^    The  arif* 
tocratical  power  of  the  nobles  bad  been  much  in- 
creafed,  and  the  influence  of  the  eccleHaftical  or-t. 
der,  vrhich  the  crown  ufually  employed  to  check 
their  ufurpation,   and  to  balance  their  authority, 
had  diminifhed  in  proportion.     Many  of  the  abbies 
and  priories  had  been  erected  into  temporal  peer«- 
ages  ;  and  the  proteftant  bifliops,  an  indigent  race 
of  men,  and  odious  to  the  nation,  were  £air  from 
poifefling  the  weight  and  credit  which  their  pre^ 
deceiTors  derived  from  their  own  exorbitant  wolth 
and  the  fuperftitious  reverence  of  the  people.    la 
this  fituation,  the  king  had  recourfe  to  the  expe- 
dient employed  by  James  I.  and  obtained  a  law  re- 
viving  the  ftatute  of  one  thoufand  four  hundred 
and  twenty-feven ;  and  from  chat  time  the  com* 
mens  of  Scotland  have  fent  their  reprefentatives  to 
parliament.     An  a&,  which  tended  fo  vifibly  to 
abridge  their  authority,  did  not  pafs  without  oppo* 
fition  from  many  of  the  nobles.     But  as  the  king 
had  a  right  to  fummon  the  lefler  barons  to  attend 
in  perfon,  others  were  appreheniive  of  fedng  the 
hottfe  filled  with  a  multitude  of  his  dependents^ 
and  confented  the  more  willingly  to  a  law  which 
laid  them  under  the  reflrifiion  of  appearing  oalf 
by  tbeur  reprefentatives. 

Ths  year  one  thoufand  five  hundred  and  eighty-      t^ss. 
eight  began  with  an  univerfal  expe£btion  through^  ^h^ 
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^vn '^    cut  all  Europe,  that  it  was  to  be  diftingdifhed  by 
^^*>"w— ^  wonderful  events  and  revolutions.     Several  aftro- 
'^®*"      logers,  according  to  the  accounts  of  contemporary 
hiftorians,  had  predifted  this  ;  and  the  fituation  of 
affairs  in  the  two  principal  kingdoms  of  Europe 
was  fuch,  that  a  fagacious  obferver,  without  any 
fupernatural  intelligence,  might  have  hazarded  the 
prediftion,    and    have    forcfeen   the   approach  of 
fome  grand  crifis.     In  France,  it  was  evident  from 
the  aftonifhing  progrefs  of  the  league,  condufied 
by  a  leader  whofe  ambition  was  reftrained  by  no 
fcruples,  and  whofe  genius  had  hitherto  fur  mount- 
ed all  difficulties  ;  as  well  as  from  the  timid,  vari- 
able, and  impolitic  councils  of  Henry  JIL'  that  ei- 
ther that  monarch  mud  fubmic   to  abandon  the 
throne,  of  which  he  was  unworthy,  or  by  fome 
fudden  and  daring  blow  cut  off  his  formidable  ri- 
val.    Accordingly,  in  the  beginning  of  the  year, 
the  duke  of  Guife  drove  his  matter  out  of  his  ca- 
pital city,  and  forced  him  to  conclude  a   peace, 
which  left  him  only  the  fhadow  of  royalty  ;  and 
before  the  year  expired,  he  himfelf  fell  a  vidtim  to 
the  refentment  and  fear  of  Henry,  and  to  his  owb 
fecurity.     In  Spain   the  operations  were   fuch  as 
promifed  fomething  ftill  more  uncommon.     During 
three  years  Philip  had  employed  all  the  power  of 
his  European  dominions,  and  exhaufted  the  trea- 
fures  of  the  Indies,  in  vafl  preparations  for  war.     A 
fleet,  the  greateft  that  had  ever  appeared  in  the 
ocean,  was  ready  to  fail  from  Lifbon,  and  a  nu- 
merous land  army  was   affembled   to  embark  on 
board  of  it.     Its   deftination  was  ftill  unknown, 
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though  many  circumftances  made  it  probable  that  ^yjj.*^ 
the  blow  was  aimed,  in  the  firft  place,  againft  w-^— *i» 
England.  Elizabeth  had  long  given  fecret  aid  to  »  *^  ' 
the  revolted  provinces  in  the  Low-Countries,  and 
now  openly  afforded  them  her  protedion.  A  nu- 
merous body  of  her  troops  v^s  in  their  fervice ; 
the  earl  of  Leicefter  commanded  their  armies ;  flie 
had  great  fway  in  the  civil  government  of  the  re- 
public ;  and  fome  of  its  moft  confiderable  towns 
were  in  her  poffeffion.  Her  fleets  had  infulted  the 
coafts  of  Spain,  intercepted  the  galleons  from  the 
Weft  Indies,  and  threatened  the  colonies  there. 
Roufed  by  fo  many  injuries,  allured  by  viewf 
of  ambition,  and  animated  by  a  fuperftitious  zeal 
for  propagating  the  Romifli  religion,  Philip  re- 
folved'  not  only  to  invade,  but  to  conquer  Eng- 
land,  to  which  his  defcent  from  the  houfe  of  Lan- 
cafter,  and  the  donation  of  pope  Sixtus  ¥•  gave 
him  in  his  own  opinion  a  double  title. 

Elizabeth  faw  the  danger  approach,  and  pre-  condt»a  of 
pared  to  encounter  it.     The  meafures  for  the  de-  ;'haToc<r- 
fence  of  her  kingdom  were  concerted  and  carried  ^wn. 
on  with  the  wifdom  and  vigour  which  diflinguifhed 
her  reign.     Her  chief  care  was  to  fecure  the  friend- 
fhip  of  the  king  of  Scots.     She  had  treated  the 
queen  his  mother  with  a  rigour  unknown  among 
princes ;  fhe  had  often  ufed  himfelf  harihly,  and 
with  contempt ;  and  though  he'  had  hitherto  pru- 
dently fuppreffed  his  refentment  of  thefe  injuries, 
Ihe  did  not  believe  it  to  be  altogether  extinguifli- 
ed,  and  was  afraid  that,  in  her  prefent  fituation,  it 
might  burft  out  with  a  fatal  violence.   Philip,  fenfible 
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^vn  ^  ^^^  much  an  alliance  with  Scotland  would  facilitate 
v--v-**^  his  enterprife,  courted  James  with  the  utmoft  afli- 
'^^^'  duity.  He  excited  him  to  revenge  his  mother's 
wrong ;  he  flattered  him  with  the  hopes  of  fharing 
his  conquefts;  ind  offered  him  in  marriage  his 
daughter  the  infanta  Ifabella.  At  the  fame  time, 
Scotland  fwarmed  with  priefts,  his  emiffaries,  who 
feduced  fome  of  the  nobles  to  popery,  and  cor- 
rupted others  with  bribes  and  promifes.  Huntly, 
Errol,  Crawford,  were  the  heads  of  a  faSion  which 
openly  efpoufed  the  intereft  of  Spain.  Lord  Max- 
well, arriving  from  that  court,  began  to  aflemble 
his  followers,  and  to  take  arms,  that  he  might  be 
ready  to  join  the  Spaniards.  In  order  to  counter- 
balance ali  thefe,  Elizabeth  made  the  warmed  pro- 
feffions  of  friendfhip  to  the  king  ;  and  Aihby,  her 
ambaffador,  entertained  him  with  magnificent  hopes 
and  promifes. '  He  aflfured  him,  that  his  right  of 
fucceflion  to  the  crown  fhould  be  publicly  acknow- 
leged  in  England ;  that  he  fhould  be  created  a 
duke  in  that  kingdom  ;  that  he  fhould  be  admitted 
to  fome  fhare  in  the  government ;  and  receive  a 
'  confiderable  penfion  annually.  James,  it  is  pro- 
bable, was  too  well  acquainted  with  Elizabeth's 
arts,  to  rely  entirely  ou  thefe*  promifes.  But  he 
underftood  his  own  intereft  in  the  prefent  junc- 
ture, and  purfued  it  with  much  fteadinefs.  He  re- 
jefted  an  alliance  with  Spain,  as  dangerous.  He 
refufed  to  admit  into  hi^  prefence  an  ambaffador 
from  the  pope.  He  feized  colonel  Semple,  an 
agent  of  the  prince  of  Parma-  He  drove  many  of 
the   feminary  priefts   out   of  the  kingdom.      He 
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marched  fuddenly  to  Dumfries,    difperfed    Max-    book 
well's  followers,  and  took  him  prifonen     In  a  con-  ,;_,-  ^4^/ 
vention  of  the  nobles,  he  declared  his  refolution  to      ^'s^s. 
adhere  inviolably  to  the  league  with  England  ;  and 
without  liftening  to  the  fuggeftions  of  revenge,  de- 
termined to  aft  in  concert  with  Elizabeth,  againft 
the  common  enemy  of  the  proteftant  faith.     He 
put  the  kingdom  in  a  pofture  of  defence,  and  le- 
vied troops  to  obftruft  the  landing  of  the  Spaniards. 
He  offered  to.  fend  an  army  to  Elizabeth's  ailift- 
ance,  and  told  her  ambaffador  that  he  expelled 
no  other  favour  from  the  king  of  Spain,  but  that 
which  Polyphemus  had  promifed  to  Ulyffes,  that 
when  he  had  devoured  all  his  companions,  hewould 
make  him  his  laft  morfel  % 

The  zeal  of  the  people,  on  this  occafion,  was  a  n^iCionai 
not  inferior  to  that  of  the  king ;  and  the  extraordi-  defenc^of" 
nary  danger  with  which    they  were   threatened,  leUgiow 
fuggefted  to  them  an  extraordinary  expedient  for 
their  fecurity.     A  bond  was  framed  for  the  main- 
tenance of  true  religion,  as  well  as  the  defence  of 
the  king's  perfon  and  government,  in  oppofidda 
to  all  enemies,  foreign  and  domeftic.     This  con- 
tained a  confeffion  of  the  proteftant  faith,  a  parti- 
cular renunciation  of  the  errors  of  popery,  and  the 
mod  folemn  promifes,  in  the  name,  and  through 
the  ftrength  of  God,  of  adhering  to  each  other 
in  fupporting  the,  former,  and  contending  againft 
the  latter,  to  the  utmoft  of  their  power  %     The 
king,  the  nobles,  the  clergy,  and  the  people,  ful> 

'  Ca^ab.  544.     Johnft.  139.     Spotfwr.  369. 
'  Dunlop's  CoUea.  of  Confeff*  vol.  ii.  108. 
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^  vn  ^    fcribed  with  equal  alacrity.     Strange  or  uncommon 
v^i-i-..-*^  as  fuch  a  combination  may  now  appear,  many  dr- 
'^**'      cumftanees  contributed  at  that  time  i6  recommend 
it,  and  to  render  the  idea  familiar  to  the   Scots. 
When  roufed  by  any  extraordinary  event,  or  alarm- 
ed by  any  public  danger,  the  people  of  Ifrael  were 
accuftomed  to  bind  themfelves,  by  a  folemn  cove* 
nant,  to  adhere  td  that  religion  which  the  Almighty 
had  eftablifhed  among  them  j  this  the  Scots  confi- 
dered  as  a  facred  precedent,  which  it  became  them 
to  imitate.     In  that  age,  no  confiderable  enterprife 
was  undertaken  in  Scotland,  without  a  bond  of 
mutual    defence,    which   all  concerned  reckoned 
neccffary  for  their  fecurity.      The  forni  of  this 
religious    confederacy  is    plainly  borrowed  from 
thofe  political  ones,  of  which  fo  many  inftances 
have  occurred  J   the  articles,  ftipialations,  and  pe- 
culiar  modes  of  expreffion,  are  cxadly  the  fame  in 
both.     Almofl:  all  the  confiderable  popifh  princes 
were  then  joined  in  a  league  for  extirpating  the 
reformed  religion,  and  nothing  could  be  more  na** 
tural,  or  feemed  more  efficacious,  than  to  enter 
into  a  counter-affodation,  in  order  to  oppofe  the 
progrefs  of  that  formidable  confpiracy.     To  thefe 
caufes  did  the  covenant,  which  is  become  fo  famous 
in  hiftory,  owe  its  origin.     It  was  renewed  at  dif- 
ferent times  during  the  reign  of  James*.     It  was 
revived  with  great  folemnity,  though  with  confi- 
derable alterations,  in  the  year  one  thoufand  fix 
hundred  and  thirty-dght.    It  was  adopted  by  thtf 
Englifh  in  the  year  one  thoufanid  fix  hundred  and 
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forty-three,  and  enforced  by  the  civil  and  ceded- 
aftical  authority  of  both  kiqgdoms*  The  political 
purpoles  to  which  it  was  then  made  fubfervient, 
and  the  violent  and  unconftitutiohal  meafures  which 
it  was  then  employed  to  promote,  it  is  not  our 
province  to  explain.  But  ^t  the  junfture  in  which 
it  was  firft  introduced,  we  may  proqoynce  it  to 
have  been  a  prudent  and  laudable  device  for  the 
defence  of  the  religion  and  liberties  of  the  n^iion; 
nor  were  the  terms  in  which  it  was  conceived, 
other  than  might  have  been  expefted  from  men 
alarmed  with  the  impending  danger  of  popery,  and 
threatened  with  an  invafion  by  the  moll  bigoted 
and  mod  powerful  prince  in  Europe. 

Philip^s  eagernefs  to  conquer  England  did  not 
inipire  him  either  with  the  vigour  or  difpatch 
neceiTary  to  enfure  the  fuccefs  of  fo  mighty  ^n  en- 
terprife.  His  fleet,  which  ought  to  have  failed  in 
April,  did  not  enter  the  Engiifh  channel  tijl  the 
middle  of  July,  h  hovered  many  days  qn  the 
coaft,  in  expeftation  of  beiijg  joined  by  the  prince 
of  Parma,  who  was  blocked  up  in  the  ports  of 
Flanders  by  a  Dutch  fquadron.  Continual  difaftcrs  The  Armti 
purfued  the  Spaniards  during  that  time;  fucceffive 
ftorms  and  battle^,  which  are  well  known,  con- 
fpired  with  their  dwn  ill-conduft  to  difappoiiu 
their  enterprife.  And,  by  the  bleffing  gf  Pro- 
vidence, which  watched  with  remarkable  care  over 
the  proteftant  religion  and  the  liberties  of  Britain, 
the  Englifti  valour  fcattered  and  deftroyed  the  Ar- 
mado,  on  which  PhiMp  had  arrogantly  beftowed 
the  jiame  of  invincible.    After  being  driven  put  of 

G  3  the 


Digitized  by 


Google 


W  THE   HISTORY 

I 

^y^^  theEnglifli  feas,  their  Ihattered  (hips  ware  forced 
ymm^,,'-'*^  to  fteer  their  courfe  towards  Spain,  round  Scotland 
^^^'  and  Ireland.  Many  of  them  fuffered  fhipwreck  on 
thefe  dangerous  and  unknown  coafts.  Though 
James  kept  his  fubjefts  under  arms,  to  watch  the 
motions  of  the  Spaniards,  and  to  prevent  their 
landing  iij  an  hoftile  manner,  he  received  with 
great  humanity  feven  hundred  who  were  forced 
afliore  by  a  tempeft,  and,  after  fupplying  them  with 
neceffaries,  permitted  them  to  return  into  their  own 
jcountry,  ^ 

On  the  retreat  of  the  Spaniards,  Elizabisth  fent 
an  ambaffador  to  congratulate  with  James,  and  to 
^conipliment  him  on  the  firmnefs  and  genierofity  he 
had  difcovered  during  a  conjunfture  fo  dangerous. 
But  none  of  Afliby's  promifes  were  any  longer  re- 
membered; that  minifter  was  even  accufed  of 
having  exceeded  his  powers,  by  his  too  liberal  of- 
fers j  and  confcious  of  his.ownfalfehood,  or  afhamed 
pf  being  difowned  by  his  court,  he  withdrew  fe- 
pretly  out  of  Scotland*. 
158^:  Philip,  convinced  by  f^tal  experience  of  his 

irijJes^in-  Qwu  rafliuefs  in  attempting  the  conqueft  of  Eng- 
land,  by  a  nayal  armament,  equipped  at  fo  great  a 
idiftance,  and  fubjefted,  in  all  its  operations,  to  the 
delays,  and  dangers,  and  uncertainties,  arifing  from 
feas  and  winds,  refolved  to  make  his  attack  in  an- 
other form,  and  to  adopt  the  plan  which  the  princes 
of  Lorrain  had  long  meditated,  of  invading  Eng- 
land through  Scotland.  A  body  of  his  troops,  he 
jmagined,  might  be  eafily  wafted  over  from  thq 
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Low-Countries  to  that  kingdom,  and  if  they  could 

once  obtain  footing,  or  procure  affiftance  there,  the 

frontier  of  England  was  open  and  defencelefs,  and 

the  northern  counties  full  of  Roman  catholics,  who 

would  receive  them  with  open  arms.     Meanwhile, 

a  defcent   might  be  threatened   on   the   fouthern 

coaft,  which  would  divide  the  Englifh  army,  dif- 

trad  their  councils,  and  throw  the  whole  kingdom 

into  terrible  convulfions.     In  ord^-  to  prepare  the 

way  for  the  execution  of  this  defign,  he  remitted  a 

confiderable  fum  of  money  ta  Bruce,  a  feininary 

prieft  in  Scotland,   and   employed   him,   together 

with  Hay,  Creighton,  and  Tyrie,  Scottifti  Jefuits, 

to  gain  over  as  many  perfons  of  diftinftion  as  pof- 

fible  to  his  intereft.    Yeal  for  popery,  and  the  art-  Popiih 

ful  infinuations  of  thefe  emiflaries,  induced  feveral  ag^a^^.l^h^''** 

noblemen   to  favour  a  meafure  which   tended  fo  *^"^s. 

manifeftly   to   the    deftruSion   of  their    countr)\ 

Huntly,  though  the  king  had  lately  given  him  in 

marriage'the  daughter  of  his  favourite  the  duke  of 

Lennox,  continued  warmly  attached  to  the  Romifli 

church.     Crawford  and  Errol  were  animated  with 

the  zeal  of  new  converts.     They  all  engaged  in  a 

correfpondence  with  the  prince  of  Parma,  and,  in 

then:   letters  to  hu||^   offered  their  fervice  to  the 

king  of  Spain,  an^ndertook,  with  the  aid  of  fix 

thoufand  men,  to  render  him  matter  of  Scotland, 

and  to  bring  fo  many  of  their  vaffals  into  the  field, 

that  he  fhould  be  able  to  enter  England  with  a 

numerous   army.      Francis   Stewart,  grandfon   of 

James  V,"",  whom  the  king   had  created  earl  of 

■  He  was  the  fon  of  John  Prior  of  Coldingham,  one   of 
James'e  natural  children. 

Q  4       .  Pothwell, 
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®  ^^1^  ^    Bothwfell,  though  influenced  by  no  motive  of  reli- 
^----'-*^  gioiij  for  he  ftill  adhered  to  the  proteflant  faith, 
^^  ^*      was  prompted  merely  by  caprice,  and  the  reftleff- 
nefs  of  his  nature,  to  join  in  this  treafonable  corre- 
fpondence. 
Feb.  17.  All  thcfe  letters  were  intercepted  in  England. 

Elizabeth,  alarmed  at  the  danger  which  threatened 
her  own  kingdom,  fent  them  immediately  to  the 
king,  and,  reproaching  him  with  his  former  lenity 
towards  the  popifli  party,  called  upon  him  to  check 
this  formidable  confpiracy  by  a  proper  feverity. 
Thcking'i  But  James,  though  firmly  attached  to  the  pro- 
whh'rcgard  teftant  religion,  though  profoundly  verfed  in  the 
tojjopciy.  theological  controverfies  between  the  Reformers 
and  the  church  of  Ronie,  though  he  had  employed 
himfelf,  at  that  early  period  of  life,  in  wriung  a 
commentary  on  the  Revelations,  in  which  he  la- 
boured to  prove  the  pope  to  be  antichrift,  had 
neverthelefs  adopted  aheady  thofe  maxims  con- 
cerning the  treatment  of  the  Roman  catholics,  to 
which  he  adhered  through  the  reft  of  his  life.  The 
Roman  catholics  were  at  that  time  a  powerful  and 
adive  party  in  England ;  they  were  far  from  being 
an  inconfiderable  faftion  in  his  own  kingdom. 
The  pope  and  king  of  Spain  were  ready  to  take 
part  in  all  their  machinations,  and  to  fecond  every 
effort  of  their  bigotry.  The  oppofition  of  fuch  a 
body  to  his  fucceffion  to  the  crown  of  England, 
added  to  the  averfenefs  of  the  Englifti  from  the 
government  of  ftrangers,  might  create  him  many 
difEcuhies.  In  order  to  avoB  thefe,  he  thought 
it  neceffary  to  footh  rather  than  to  irritate  the  Ro- 
man catholics,  and  to  reconcile  them  to  his  fuccef- 
fion. 
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fion,  by^the  hopes  of  gentler  treatment,  and  fome  '^u  "^ 
mitigation  of  the  rigour  of  thofe  laws,  which  were  ^^-^/-w 
now  in  force  againfl  them.  This  attempt  to  gain  '^^^ 
one  party  by  promifes  of  indulgence  and  ads  of 
clemency,  ^hile  he  adhered  with  all  the  obilinacy 
of  a  difputant  to  the  dodrines  and  tenets  of  the 
other,  has  given  an  aijr  of  myilery,  and  even  of 
contradidion,  to  this  part  of  the  king's  charafter* 
The  papifts,  with  the  credulity  of  a  fed  ftruggling 
to  obtain  power,  believed  his  heart  to  be  wholly 
theirs ;  and  the  proteftants,  with  the  jealoufy  infe- 
parable  from  thofe  who  are  already  in  poiTeflion  of 
power,  viewed  every  a£t  of  lenity  as  a  mark  of 
indifference,  or  a  fymptom  of  apoftafy.  In  order 
to  pleafe  both,  James  often  aimed  at  an  exceffivc 
refinement,  mingled  with  diilimulation,  in  which 
he  imagmed  the  pearfeftion  of  government  ^nd  of 
kingcraft  to  confift. 

His  behaviour  on  this  occafion  was  agreeable  to  h«s  ««*"• 
thefe  general  maxims.     Notwithftanding  the  foli-  to  uir<!in. 
citations  of  the  queen  of  England,   enforced  by  ^i'*'*^"^ 
the  zealous  remonftrances  of  his  own  clergy,  a 
fliort  imprifonment  was  the  only  punifhment  he 
inflided  upon  Huntly  and  his  afTociates.     But  he     . 
fooQ  had  reafon  to  i^ent  an  a£t  of  clemency  fo  in- 
confiftent  with  the^gnity  of  government.     The 
firft  ufe  which  the  confpirators  made  of  their  liberty 
was,  to  affemble  their  followers,  and  under  pre- 
tence of  removing   chancellor  Maitland,  an  able 
minifter,  but  warmly  devoted  to  the  Englifh  inte- 
reft,  from  the  king*g  councils  and  prefence,  they 
attempted  to  feize  James  himfelf.    This  attempt 

being 
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BOOK    being  defeated,  partly  by  Maitland's  vigilance,  and 
jv.,-i-v^  partly  by  their  own  ill-conduft,  they  were  forced 
1559-      to  retire  to  the  North,  where  they  openly  erefted 
the  ftandard  of  rebellion.     But  as  the  king's  go- 
vernment    was   not   generally'  unpopular,   or   his 
minifters   odious,   their   own   vaflals   joined  thenl 
flowly,  and  difcovered  no  zeal  in  the  caufe.     The 
king,  in  perfon,  advaitcing  againft  them  with  fuch 
forces  as  he  could  fuddenly  levy,  they  durft  not 
rely  fo  much  on  the  fidelity  of  the  troops,  which, 
though  fuperior  in  number,  followed  them  with 
reludance,  as   to   hazard  a  battle ;   but  fufFering 
them  to  difperfe,  they  fuirendered  to  the  king,  and 
threw  themfelves  on  his  mercy.     Huntly,  Errol, 
Crawford,  and  Bothwell,  were  all  brought  to  a 
public  trial.     Repeated  afts  of  treafon  were  eafily 
proved   againft  them.     The  king,  however,  did 
not  permit  any  fentence  to  be  pronounced ;  and 
after  keeping  them  a  few  months  in  confinement, 
he  took  occafion,  amidft  the  public  feftivity,  and 
rejoicings  at  the  approach  of  his  marriage,  to  ILt 
thpm  at  liberty  *. 
The  king»s        As  James  was  the  only  defcendant  of  the  ancient 
wfili'An^ne    monarchs  of  Scotland   in  the  direct  line ;  as  all 
malk ""       hopes  of  uniting  the  crowns  qf  the  two  kingdopis 
would  have  expired  with  him*;  as  the  earl  of  Ar- 
ran,  the  prefumptive  heir    to    the    throne,    was 
lunatic;  the  king's  marriage  was,  pn  all  thefe  ac- 
counts, an  event  which  the  nation  wifhed  for  with 
the  utmoft  ardour.     He  himfelf  was  no  lefs  de- 
firous  of  accomplifhing  it ;  arid  had  made  overtures 

*  Spotfw.  373.     Cald.  iv,  loj — 130. 
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For  that  purpofe  to  the  eldeft  daughter  of  Frede* 
rick  II.  king  of  Denmark,  But  Elizabeth,  jealous 
of  every  thing  that  would  render  the  acceffion  of  '589- 
the  houfe  of  Stewart  more  acceptable  to  the  Eng- 
lifh,  endeavoured  to  perplex  James,  in  the  fame 
manner  flie  had  done  Mary ;  and  employed  as 
many  artifices  to  defeat  or  to  retard  his  marriage* 
His  minifters,  gained  by»  bribes  and  promifes, 
feconded  her  intention  ;  and  though  feveral  diflfer- 
cut  ambaffadors  were  fent  from  Scotland  to  Den- 
mark,  they  produced  powers  fo  limited,  or  infilled 
on  conditions  fo  extravagant,  that  Frederick  could 
not  believe  the  king  to  be  in  earned ;  and  fufpeS- 
ing  that  there  was  fome  defign  to  deceive  or  amufe 
falm,  gave  his  daughter  in  marriage  to  the  duke  of 
Brunfwick.  Not  difcouraged  by  this  difappoint* 
meat,  which  he  imputed  entirely  to  the  conduit 
of  his.  owp  minifters,  James  made  addrefies  to 
the  princefs  Anne,  Frederick's  fecond  daughter* 
Though  Elizabeth  endeavoured  to  divert  him 
from  this  by  recommending  Catherine,  the  king  of 
Navarre's  fifter,  as  a  more  advantageous  match ; 
though  fhe  prevailed  on  the  privy  council  of  Scot- 
land to  declare  againft  the  alliance  with  Denmark, 
he  perfifted  in  his  choice ;  and  defpairing  of  over- 
coming the  obftinacy  of  his  own  minifters  in  any 
other  maimer,  he  fecretly  encouraged  the  citizens 
of  Jldinburgh  to  take  arms.  They  threatened  to 
tear  in  pieces  the  chancellor,  whom  they  accufed 
as  the  perfon  whofe  artifices  had  hitherto  difap-  ' 
pointed  the  wifties  of  the  king  and  the  expeflations 
pf  his  people.      In  confequence  of  this,  the  earl 

^  marifchal 
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BOOK    marifchal  was  fent  into  Denmark  at  the  head  of 
vn. 

i.^->,-i^w  a  fplendid  embaffy.     He  received  ample  powers 

*5^^  and  inftruftions,  drawn  with  the  king's  own  hand. 
The  marriage  articles  were  quickly  agreed  upon, 
and  the  young  queen  fet  fail  towards  Scotland. 
James  made  great  preparations  for  her  reception, 
and  waited  her  landing  with  all  the  inipatiencc  of  a 
lover ;  when  the  unwelcome  account  arrived,  that 
a  violent  temped  had  arifen,  which  drove  back  her 
fleer  to  Doorway,  in  a  condition  fo  fliattered,  that 
there  was  little  hope  of  its  putting  again  to  fca 
before  the  fpring.  This  unexpefted  difappointr 
ment  he  felt  with  the  utnioft  fenfibility.  He  in-* 
ftimtly  fitted  out  fome  fliips,  and,  without  com* 
municating  his  intention  to  any  of  his  council, 
failed  in  perfon,  attended  by  the  chancellor,  fevci- 
ral  noblemen,  and  a  train  of  three  hundred  perfons, 

oa.  21.      jn  qu^  of  his  bride.     He  arrived  fafely  in  a  fmall 
harbour  near  Upflo,  wliere  the  queen  then  refided. 

Nov,  24.  There  the  marriage  was  folemnized;  and  as  it 
would  have  been  rafli  to  truft  thofe  hoifterous  feas 
in  the  winter  feafon,  Jariies  accepted  the  invitation 
of  the  court  of  Denmark,  and  repairing  to  Copen* 
hagen,  pafled  feveral  months  there,  amidft  con- 
tinual feafting  and  amufements,  in  which  both  the 
queen  and  himfelf  had  great  delight  ^. 
^  No   event  in   the   king's  life   appears  to  be   a 

wider  deviation  from  his  general  characler,  than 
this  fudden  fally.  His  fon  Charles  I.  was  capable 
of  that  exceflive  admiration  of  the  other  fex,  which 
arifes  from  great  fenfibility  of  heart,   heightened 

'  Melvil,  J52.     Spotfw.  ^77,     Murdir],  637, 
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by  elegancd  of  tafte ;  and  the  romantic  air  of  his 
journey  to  Spain  fuited  fuch  a  difpofition.  But 
James  was  not  fufceptible  of  any  refined  gallantry, 
and  always  expreffed  that  contempt  for  the  female 
charafter  which  a  pedantic  erudition,  unacquainted 
with  politenefs,  is  apt  to  infpire.  He  was  exafpe- 
rated,  however,  and  rendered  impatient  by  the 
many  obftacles  which  had  been  laid  in  his  way. 
He  was  anxious  to  fecure  the  political  advantages 
which  he  expefted  from  marriage ;  and  fearing  that 
a  delay  might  afford  Elizabeth  and  his  own  minif- 
ters  an  opportunity  of  thwarting  him  by  new  in- 
trigues, he  fuddenly  took  the  rtfolution  of  pre- 
venting them,  by  a  voyage  from  which  he  ex- 
pedSd  to  return  in  a  few  weeks.  The  nation 
feemed  to  applaud  his  conduffc,  and  to  be  pleafed 
with  this  appearance  of  amorous  ardour  in  a  young 
prince.  Notwirhftanding  his  abfence  fo  long  be- 
yond the  time  he  expefted,  the  nobles,  the  cl«rgy, 
and  the  people,  vied  with  one  another  in  loyalty 
and  obedience  ;  and  no  period  of  the  king's  reign 
was  more  remarkable  for  tranquillity,  or  more  free 
from  any  eruption  of  thofe  faftiops  which  fo  often 
difturbed  the  kingdom. 
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^vin.^    /^N  th^  iSrft  of  May  the  king  and  queen  ar- 

^-*->^--*^  V-^  rived  at  Leith,  and  were  received  by  their 

The  king      fubjefts    With   every   pofRble'  expreffion    of   joy. 

Tn\^r^    The   folemnity    of  the    queen's    coronation  was 

Scotland,     conduftcd  With  great  magnificence;  but  fo   lovir 

had  the  order  of  biflicps  fallen  in  the  opinion  of 

the  public,  that  none  of  them  were  prefent  on  that 

occafion ;  and  Mr.   Robert  Bruce^  a  prefby terian 

minifter  of  great  reputation,  fet  the  crown  on  her 

head,  adminiftered  the  facred   unO.ion,  and  per- 

formed  the  other  cuftomary  ceremonies. 

The  zeal  andfuccefs  with  which  many  of  the 
clergy  had  contributed  towards  preferving  peace 
and  order  in  the  kingdom,  during  his  abfence,  re- 
conciled James,  in  a  great  degree,  to  their  per- 
fons,  aind  even  to  the  prefby  terian  form  of  go- 
Auguft4.     vemment.      In   prefence  of   an  affembly  which 

met 
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met  this  year,  he  made  high  encomiums  on  the    ^^/^  ^ 
difcipHne  as  well  as  the  docirine  of  the  church,   ^--^w 
promifed  to  adhere  inviolably  to  both,  and  per-       '?^^' 
mitted  the  affembly  to  frame  fuch  aSs  as  gradually 
abolifhed  all  the  remains  of  epifcopal  jurifdidion, 
and  paved  the  way  for  a  full  and  legal  eftablifli- 
ment  of  the  prefbyterian  model  *. 

An  event  happened  foon  after,  which  afforded  *59»- 
the  clergy  no  fmall  triumph.  Archbifliop  Adam* 
fon,  their  ancient  opponent,  having  fallen  under 
the  king's  difpleafure,  having  been  deprived  of 
the  revenues  of  his  fee  in  confequence  of  the  afl: 
of  annexation,  and  being  oppreffed  with  age,  with 
poverty,  and  difeafes,  made  the  meaneft  fubmiffion 
to  the  clergy,  and  delivered  to  the  affembly  a 
formal  recantation  of  all  his  opinions  concerning 
church  government,  which  had  been  matter  of 
offence  to  the  prefbyterians.  Such  a  confeffion, 
from  the  mod  learned  perfon  of  the  epifcopal  or- 
der,  was  confidered  as  a  teftimony  which  the  force 
of  truth  had  extorted  from  an  adverfary  •*. 

Meanwhii;.e,  the  king's  exceffive  clemency  Difordeisin 
towards  offenders  mulciplied  crimes  of  all  kinds,  da!t!!'"^ 
and  encouraged  fuch  afts  of  violence,  as  brought 
his  government  under  contempt,  and  proved  fatal 
to  many  of  his  fubjeds.  The  hiftory  of  feveral 
years,  about  this  time,  is  filled  with  accounts  of 
the  deadly  quarrels  between  the  great  families, 
and  of  murders  and  affaffmations  perpetrated  in 
the  moll  audacious  manner,  and  with  circum- 
ftances  of  the  utmoft  barbarity.     All  the  defects 

*  Cald.  iv.  204,  **  Spotfw.  385.  .  Cald.  ir.  214. 
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^vm,*^    ^the  feudal  ariftocracy  were  now  felt  more  fen- 
,* — ^^--**'  fibly,  perhaps,  than  at  any  other  period  in  the 
*^^''      hiftory   of  Scotland,   and    univerfal    licence  and 
anarchy  prevailed,  to  a  degree  fcarce  confiftent  with 
^  the  prefervation  of  ibciety :  while    the  Idag,  too 

gentle  to  punifii,  or  too  feeble  to  aft  with  vigour, 
fufiered  all  thefe  enormities  to  pafs  with  impunity. 
5b^?i!"*^^  But  though  James  connived  at  real  crimes, 
weirs  a.  witchcraft,  which  is  commonly  an  imagiriary  one, 
king.  '*  cngroffed  his  attention,  and  thofc  fufpcifted  of  it 
felt  the  whole  weight  of  his  authority.  Many  per* 
fons,  neither  extremely  old  nor  'wretchedly  poor, 
which  were  ufually  held  to  be  certain  indications 
of  this  crime,  but  mafters  of  families,  and  matrons 
of  a  decent  rank,  and  in  the  middle  age  of  life, 
were  feized  and  tortured.  Though  their  confef- 
lions  contained  the  moft  abfurd  and  incredible  cit- 
cumftances,  the  king's  prejudices,  thofe  of  the 
clergy  and  of  the  people,  confpired  in  believing 
their  extravagancies  without  hefitation,  and  in 
punifhing  their  perfons  without  mercy.  Some  of 
thefe  unhappy  fufferers  accufed  Bothwell  of  having 
confulted  them,  in  order  to  know  the  time  of  the 
king's  death,  and  of  having  employed  their  art,  to 
raife  the  ftorms  which  had  endangered  the  queen's 
life,  ^id  had  detained  James  fo  long  in  Denmark. 
Upon  this  evidence  that  nobleman  was  committed 
to  prifon.  His  turbulent  and  haughty  fpirit  couW 
neither  fubmit  to  the  reftraint,  nor  brook  fuch  an 
indignity.  Having  gained  his  keepers,  he  made 
his  efcapc,  and  imputing  the  accufation  to  the  arti* 
fices  of  hh  enemy  the  chancellor,  he  aflembled  his 

followers. 
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zr  pretence  of  driving  him  from  the 
king's '  councils.     Being  favoured  by  fome  of  the 


followers,  tinder  pretence  of  driving  him  from  the    ^yifi^ 


king's  attendants,  he  was  admitted  by  a  fecret  paf*  '^^'' 
fajre  under  cloud  of  night,  into  the  court  of  the 
palace  of  Holyrood-houfe.  He  advanced  direQly 
towards  the  royal  apartment,  but  happily  before  he 
entered,  the  alarm  was -taken,  and  the  doors  Ihut. 
While  he  attempted  to  burft  open  fome  of  them,  Dec.  ij. 
and  to  fet  fire  to  others,  the  citizens  of  Edinburgh 
had  time  to  run  to  their  arms,  and  he  efcaped 
with  the  utmofl:  difficulty  ;  owing  his  fafety  to  the 
darknefs  of  the  night,  and  the  precipitancy  with 
which  he  fled  S 

He  retired  towards  the  north,  and  the  king  1591* 
having  u;)advifedly  given  a  commiffion  to  the  earl 
of  Huntly  to  purfue  him  and  his  followers  with  fire 
and  fword,  he,  under  colour  of  executing  that 
commiflion,  gratified  his  private  revenge,  and 
furrounded  the  houfe  of  the  earl  of  Murray,  burnt 
it  to  the  ground,  and  flew  Murray  himfelf.  The  Feb.  8. 
murder  of  a  young  nobleman  of  fuch  promifing 
virtues,  and  the  heir  of  the  regent  Murray,  the 
darling  of  the  people,  excited  univerfal  indigna* 
tion.  The  citizens  of  Edinburgh  rofe  in  a  tumul- 
tuous manner ;  and  though  they  were  reftrained, 
by  the  care  of  the  magiftrates,  from  any  aft  of 
Tiolence,  they  threw  afide  all  refpeft  for  the  king 
and  his  minifters,  and  openly  infulted  and  threat*' 
ened  both.  While  this  mutinous  fpirit  continued, 
James  thought  it  prudent  to  withdraw  from  the 

*  Mdv.  388.    Spotfwr.  386. 
Vol.  m.  H  city. 
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BOOK    city,  and  fixed  his  refidence  for  fome  time  at  GlaC- 

VIII. 

K,...^^.^  gow.  There  Huntly  fufrendered  himfelf  to  juftice; 
'59*-  and,  notwithftanding  the  atrocioufnefs  of  his  crime, 
and  the  clamours  of  the  people,  the  power  of  the 
chancellor,  with  whom  he  was  now  clofely  confe* 
derated,  and  the  king's  regard  for  the  memory  of 
the  duke  of  Lennox,  whofe  daughter  he  had  mar- 
ried, not  only  protefted  him  from  the  fentence 
which  fuch  an  odious  aftion  merited,  but  ex- 
empted him  even  from  the  formality  of  a  public 
trial  \ 
preibytc.  A  STEP  of  much  importance  was  taken  foon  after 
government  with  regard  to  the  government  of  the  church.  The 
by^iaw?^**  clergy  had  long  complained  of  the  encroachments 
made  upon  their  privileges  and  jurifdiftiqiji  by  the 
afts  of  the  parliament  one  thoufand  five  hundred 
and  eighty^four,  and  though  thefe  law^s  had  now 
loft  much  of  their  force,  they  refolved  to  petition 
the  parliament,  which  was  approaching,  to  repeal 
them  in  form.  The  jundlure  for  pufliing  fuch  a 
meafure  was  well  chofen.  The  king  had  loft  much 
of  the  public  favour  by  his  lenity  towards  the 
popifli  faSion,  and  ftill  more  by  his  remiflhefs  in 
purfuing  the  murderers  of  the  earl  of  Murray. 
The  chancellor  had  not  only  a^  powerful  party  of 
the  courtiers  combined  againft  him,  but  was  be- 
come odious  to  the  people,  who  imputed  to  him 
every  felfe  ftep  in  the  king's  conduft.  Both  well 
ftill  lurked  in  the'khigdom,  and  being  fecretly 
fupported  by  all  the  enemies  of  Maitland's  admi* 
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lilftration,  was  ready  every  moment  to  renew  his    book 
audacious  enterprifes.     James,  for  all  thefe  reafons,  ._^ -^ 
was  extremely  willing  to  indulge  the  clergy  in  their       ^59^- 
requeft,  and  not  only  confented  to  a^law,  whereby 
the  afts  of  one  thoufand  five  hundred  and  eighty- 
four  were  refcinded  op  explained,  but  he  carried  his 
complaifance  ftill  further,  and  permitted  the  par- 
liament to  eftablifh  the  prefbyterian  government, 
in  its^  general  aflemblies,  provincial  fynods,  prefby- 
teries,   and   kirk    feffions,   witb   all   the  different 
branches    of  their  difcipline   and  jurifdiftion,    in 
the  moft  ample  manner.     All  the  zeal  and  autho- 
rity of  the  clergy,  even  under  the  adminiftration 
of  regents,  from  whom  they  might  have  expefted- 
the  moft  partial  favour,  could  not  obtain  the  fanc- 
rion  of  law,  in  confirmation  of  their  niode  of  eccle- 
fiaftic^l  government.     No  prince  was  ever  lefs  dif* 
pofed  than  James  to  approve  a  fyftem,  the  repub- 
lican genius  of  which  infpired  a  paffzon  for  liberty 
extremely  repugnant  to  his  exalted  notions  of  royal 
prerogative.      Nor   could  any  averfion  be    more 
inveterate  than  his,  to  the  auftere  and  uncomply- 
ing charader  of  the  prefbyterian  clergy  in  that 
age  J  who,  more  eminent  for  zeal  than  for  policy, 
often  contradided  his  opinions,  and  cenfured  hi^      r 
conduQ:,  with  a.  freedom  equally  offenfiye  to  his 
dogmatifm  as  a  theologian,  and  to  hi$  pride  as  ^ 
king*     His  fituation,  however,  obliged  him  fre#  , 
quently  to    conceal,    or  to  diffemble,    his  fenti-     '         ^ 
ments^  and,  as  be  often  difgufted  his  fubjed^s,  by   - 
indulging  the  popifli  fadUon  more  than  they  ap- 
proved, he  endeavoured  to  atone  for  this  by  con- 
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lords, 


^viM*^  cfefiions  to  the  prefbyterian  clergy,  more  liberal 
than  he  himfelf  would  otherwife  have  chofen  to 
grant  ^ 

In  this  parliament,  Bothwell  and  all  his  adhe- 
rents were  attainted.  But  he  foon  made  a  new  at- 
tempt to  feize  the  king  at  Falkland ;  and  James, 
betrayed  by  fome  of  his  courtiers,  and  feebly  de- 
fended by  others,  who  wifhed  well  to  Bothwell,  as 
the  chancellor's  avowed  enemy,  owed  his  fafety  to 
the  fidelity  and  vigilance  of  fir  Robert  Melvil,  and 
to  the  irrefolution  of  Bothwell^s  affociatea^ 
Anew  con-  SCARCELY  was  thls  danger  over,  when  the  nation 
t^e'^popifli  wa«  alarmed  with  the  difcovery  of  a  new  and 
more  formidable  confpiracy,  George  Ker,  the 
lord  Newbattle*s  brother,  being  feized  as  he  was 
ready  to  fet  fail  for  Spain,  many  fufpicious  papers 
were  found  in  his  cuftody,  and  among  thefe,  feve- 
ral  blanks  figned  by  the  earls  of  Angus,  Huntly, 
and  Errol.  By  this  extraordinary  precaution  they 
hoped  to  efcape  any  danger  of  difcovery.  But 
Ker's  refolution  fhrinking  when  torture  was  thrcat- 
enedy  he  confeifed  that  he  was  employed  by, 
thefe  noblemen  to  carry  on  a  negociation  with  thcj 
king  of  Spain  J  that  the  blanks  fubfcribed' with  1 
their  names  were  to  be  filled  up  by  Crichton  and' 
Tyrie ;  that  they  were  inftrufted  to  offer  the  faithJ 
ful  fervice  of  the  three  earls  to  that  monarch  ;  ana 
to  foHdt  him  to  land  a  body  of  his  troops,  eithel 
in  Galloway,  or  at  the  mouth  of  Clyde,  with  whichj 
they  undertook,  in  the  firft  place,  to  eftablifh  thd 

•  Cald,  iv,  348*  252.     Spotfwr*  388,  '  Mdv.  402. 
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Roman  catholic  religion  in  Scotland,  and  then  to    ^^  ^^ 
invade  England  with  the  whole  forces  of  the  king-  v—- v-**/ 
dom.     David  Graham  of  Fintry,  and  Barclay  of      "^^■' 
Lady  land,'  whom  he  accufed  of  being  privy  to  thp, 
confpiracy,  were  taken  into  cuftody,  and  confirrqed 
all  the  circumftances  of  his  confeffion  *. 

The  nation  having  been  kept  for  fome  time  iji      159?. 
continual  terror  and  agitation  by  fo  m^ny  fucceffive  pe  .pic, 
confpiracies,    the  difcovery    of   this   new    danger 
completed  the  panic     All  ranks  of  men,  as  if  the 
enemy  had  already  been  at  their  gates,    thought 
themfelves  called  upon  to  ftand  forth  in  defence  of 
their  country.     The  niinifters  of  Edinburgh,  with- 
out waiting  for  any  warrant  from  the  king,  who 
happened  at  that  time  to  be  abfent  from  the  capi- 
tal, and  without  having  received  any  legal  comr 
miffion,  aflembled  a  confiderable  number  of  peers, 
and  barons,  in 'order  to  provide  an  inftant  fecurity 
againft  the  impending  danger.      They  feized  the 
earl  of  Angus,  and  committed  him  to  the  caftle ; 
they  examined  Ker ;  and  prepared  a  remonftrance 
to  be  laid  before  the  king,  concerning  the  (late  of 
the  nation,  and  the  heceflity  of  profecuting  the 
confpifators  with  becoming  vigour.    James,  though  an<i  p™- 
jealous  of  every  encroachment  on  his  prerogative,  the  king 
and   offended  with  fubjeOis,  who,  inftead  of  peti-  "^^mf 
tioning,    feemed   to   prefcfribe   to    him,   found    it 
neceflary,  during  the  violence  of  the  ferment,  not 
only  to  adopt  their  plan,  but  even  to  declare  that 
no  confideration  fhould  ever  induce  him  to  pardon 

*  Rymcr,  xvi.  190, 
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BOOK  fuch  as  had  been  guilty  of  fo  odious  a  treafon.  He 
fummoned  the  earls  of  Huntly  and  Errol  to  furrender 
themfelves  to  jiiftice.  Graham  of  Fintry,  whom  his 
peers  pronounced  to  be  guilty  of  treafon,  he  com- 
manded to  be  publicly  beheaded ;  and  marching  into 
the  north  at  the  head  of  an  army,  the  two  earls,  to^ 
jgether  with  Angus,  who  had  efcaped  out  of  prifon, 
retired  to  the  mountains.  He  placed  garrifons  in 
the  caftles  which  belonged  to  them  ;  compelled 
their  vaffals,  and  the  barons  in  the  adjacent  coun- 
tries, to  fubfcribe  a  bond  containing  profeffions  of 
^  their  loyalty  towards  him,  and  of  their  firm  ad- 

herence to  the  proteftant  faith ;  and  the  better  to 
fecure  the  tranquillity  of  that  part  of  the  kingdbm, 
tonftituted  the  earls  of  Athol  and  Marifchal  his 
lieutenants  there  ^. 
March  j8.         Having  fiuiflied  this  expedition,  James  return* 
fdidts"him   cd  to  Edinburgh,  where  he  found  lord  Borrough^ 
Ihemwiih     ^^   extraordinary  ambaflador   from    the    court  of 
ligour.        F.ngland.     Elizabeth,  alarmed  at  the  difcovery  of  a 
confpiracy  which  (he  confidered  as  no  lefs  formida- 
ble to  her  own  kingdom  than  to  Scotland,reproached 
James  with  his  former  remiflnefs,  auAurged  him,  as 
he  regarded  the  prefervation  of  the  proteftant  reli- 
gion,  or  the  dignity  of  his  own  crown,  to  puniih  this 
repeated  treafon  with  rigour  ;   and  if  he  could  not 
apprehend  the  perfons,  at  leaft  to  confifcate  the 
eftates,  of  fuch  audacious  rebels.     She  weakened, 
however,  the   force   of  thefe   requefts,    by   inter- 
ceding at  the  fame  time  in  behalf  of  Bothwell, 

*  Spotfw.  301.    Cald.  iv.  291. 
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whom,  according  to  her  uftial  policy  in  nourifliing  ^y^f^^ 
a  faftious  fpirit  among  the  Scottifli  nobles,  (he  had  '^'^^^^'^ 
taken  under  her  proteftion,  James  abfolutely  re-  '^^  ' 
fufed  to  liften  to  any  intereeffion  in  favour  of  one 
who  had  fo  often,  and  with  fo  much  outrage,  in- 
fulted  both  his  government  and  his  perfon.  With 
regard  to  the  popifli  confpirators,  he  declared  his 
refolution  to  profecute  them  with  vigour ;  but  that 
he  might  be  the  better  able  to  do  fo,  he  demanded 
a  fmalL  fum  of  money  from  Elizabeth,  which  (he, 
diftruftful  perhaps  of  the  manner  in  which  he  might 
apply  it,  fliewed  no  inclination  to  grant.  The 
zeal,  however,  and  intportunity  of  his  own  fub- 
jeds  obliged  him  to  call  a  parliament,  in  order  to 
pafs  an  zGt  of  attainder  againft:  the  three  earls.  But 
before  it^  met,  Ker  made  his  efcape  out  of  prifon, 
and,  on  pretence  that  legal  evidence  of  their  guilt 
could  not  be  produced,  nothing  was  concluded 
againft  them.  The  king  himfelf  was  univerfally  fuf- 
pefted  of  having  contrived  this  artifice,  on  purpofe 
to  elude  the  requefts  of  the  queen  of  England,  and 
to  difappoint  the  wifhes  of  his  own  people ;  and, 
therefore,  in  order  to  footh  the  clergy,  who  ex- 
claimed loudly  againft  his  conduft,  he  gave  way  to 
the  paffing  of  an  a£k,  which  ordained  fuch  as  pbfti* 
nately  contemned  the  cenfures  of  the  church  to  be 
declared  outlaws  *.  ' 

While  the  terror  excited  by  the  popifli  confpi-  BdiHwcu 
racy  poffeffed  the  nation,  the  court  had  been  divided  iheTufg. 
by  two  rival  fadtionsi  which  contended  for  the  chief 
diredlion  of  affairs.     At  the  head  of  one  was  the 

}  Cald.  iv.  343^    Spotfw.  393.     Pari.  13  Jac.  VI.  c.  164. 
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^vm^    chancelFor,  in  whom  the  king  repofed' entire  con- 
*-*-v-w  fidence.      For  that  very  reafon,  perhaps,  he  had 
^^^^'      fallen  early  under  the   queen's  difpleafure.      The 
duke  of  Lennojf,  the  earl  of  x\thol,  lord  Ochiltree, 
•  and  all  the  name  of  Stewart,  efpoufed  her  quarrel, 
and  widened  the  breach.     James,  fond  no  lefs  of 
domeftic  tranquillity  than  of  public  peace,  advifed 
his  favourite  to  retire,  for  fome  time,  in  hopes  that 
the  queen's  refentment  would  fubfide.     Bivt  as  he 
ftood  in  need,  in  the  prefent  junSyre,  of  the  affift- 
ance  of  an  able  minifter,  he  had  recalled  him  to 
court.     In  order  to  prevent  him  from  recovering 
his  former  power,  the  Stewarts  had  recourfe  to  an 
JuiyH-      expedient  no  lefs  illegal  than  defperate.     Having 
combined  with   Bothwell,  who  was  of  the  fame 
name,  they  brought  him  back  fecretly  into  Scot- 
land; and  feizing  the  gates  of  the  palace,  intro-. 
duced  him  into  the  royal  apartment  with  a  nume- 
rous train  of  armed  followers.     James,  though  de^ 
ferted  by  all  his  courtiers,  and  incapable  of  refift^ 
ance,  difcovered  more  indignation  than  fear,  and 
reproaching  them  for  their  treachery,  called  on  the 
earl  to  finifli  his  treafons,  by  piercing  his  fovereign 
to  the  heart.     But  Bothwell  fell  on  his  knees,  an4 
iinplored  pardon.     The  king  was  not  in  a  condi- 
tion to  refpfe  his  demands.      A  few  days  after  he 
figned  a  capitulation  with  this  fuccefsful  traitor,  to 
whom  he  was  really  a  prifoner,  whereby  he  bound 
himfelf  to  grant  him   a  remiffion  for  all  paft  of^ 
fences,  and  to  procure  the  ratificatipn  of  it  in  par- 
liament ;  and  in  the  mean  time  to  difmifs  the  chaiXr 
cellof^  the  mailer  of  Glamis,  lord  Home,  an(l  fir 
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George  Home,  from  his  councils   and  prefence*    book 
Bothwell,  on  his  part,  confented  to  remove  from  ^^-*-v-w 
court,  though  he  left  there  as  many  of  his  aflbciates      '^^^' 
as  he  thought  fufficient  to  prevent  the  return  of  the 
advcrfe  fadion. 

But  it  was  now  no  eafy  matter  to  keep  the  king  He  mcoven 
under  the  fame  kind  of  bondage  to  which  he  had  sipt'.  7!!^* 
been  often  fubjefl:  during  his  minority.  He  difco- 
vered  fo  much  impatience  to  (hake  off  his  fetters, 
that  thofe  who  had  impofed,  durft  not  continue  the 
reftraint.  They  permitted  him  tp  call  a  conven- 
tion of  the  nobles  at  Stirling,  and  to  repair  thither 
himfelf.  All  Bothwell's  enemies,  and  all  who  were 
defirous  of  gaining  the  king's  favour  by  appearing  tp 
be  fo,  obeyed  the  fummons.  They  pronounced  the 
infult  offered  to  the  king's  perfon  and  authority  to  b^ 
high  treafon,  and  declared  him  abfolved  from  any  ob.- 
ligation  to  obferve  conditions  extorted  by  force,  and 
which  violated  fo  effentially  his  royal  prerogative,  ^ 
James,  however,  ftill  proffered  him  a  pardon,  pro- 
vided he  would  fue  for  it  as  an  aft  of  mercy,  and 
proraife  to  retire  out  of  the  kingdom.  Thefe  con- 
ditions Bothwell  rejefted  with  difdain,  and  betaking 
himfelf  once  more  to  arms,  attempted  to  furprife 
the  king  ;  but  finding  him  on  his  guard,  fled  to  the 
borders  \ 

The  king's  ardour  againfl  Bothwell,  compared   Sufpeaedof 
with  his  flow  and  evafive  proceedings  againfl  the  ihr^pi^ 
popifh  lords,  occafioned  a  general  difguft  among  *°*'*'' 
his  fubjefts ;  and  was  imputed  either  to  an  excef- 
fiye  attachment  to  the  perfons  of  thofe  confpifa- 
^  Cald.  iv*  326.    Spotfw.  395. 

8  tors. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


,o6  THE    HISTORY 

BOOK  tors,  or  to  a  feeret  partiality  towards  their  opi- 
y^^ll^_^  nions}  both  which  gave  rife  to  no  unreafonable 
»59^  fears.  The  clergy,  as  the  immediate  guardians  of 
cpt.  25.  ^^^  proteftant  religion,  thought  themfelves  bound, 
in  fuch  a  junfture,  to  take  extraordinary  fteps  for 
its  prefervation.  The  provincial  fynod  of  Fife 
liappening  to  meet  at  that  time,  a  ihotion  was 
made  to  excommunicate  all  concerned  in  the  late 
ponfpiracy,  as  obftinate  and  irreclaimable  papifts ; 
and  though  none  of  the  confpirators  refid^d  within 
the  bounds  of  the  fynod,  or  were  fubjeft  to  its. 
jurifdiftion,  fuch  was  the  zeal  of  the  members, 
that,  overlooking  this  irregularity,  they  pronounced 
againft  them  the  fentence  of  excommunication,  to 
which  the  aft  of  laft  parliament  added  new  terrors. 
Left  this  (hould  bp  imputed  to  a  few  men,  and  ac- 
counted the  aft  of  a  fmall  part  of  the  church,  de- 
puties were  appointed  to  attend  the  adjacent  fy- 
nods,  and  -  to  defire  their  approbation-  and  con- 
currence. 
His  lenity  An  evcnt  happened  a  few  weeks  after,  which  in- 

^^^  creafed  the  people's  fufpicions  of  the  king.  As  he 
oa.  17.  was  marching  on  an  expedition  againft  the  border- 
ers, the  three  popifli  earl§  coming  fuddenly  into 
his  prefence,  offered  to  fubmit  themfelves  to  a  legal 
trial ;  and  James,  without  committing  them  to 
cuftody,  appointed  ^  day  for  that  purpofe.  They 
prepared  to  appear  with  a  formidable  train  of  their 
friends  and  vaiTals.  But  in  the  mean  time  the 
clergy,  together  with  many  peers  and  barons,  af- 
fembiing  at  Edinburgh,  remonftrated  againft  the 
king's  extreme  indylgenqe  with  great  boldnefs^  and 
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demanded  of  him,  according  to  the  regular  courfe  book 
of  juftice,  to  commit  to  fure  cuftody  perfons  v— -v-w 
charged  with  the  higheft  aSs  of  treafon,  who  ^-^^'  - 
could  not  be  brought  to  a  legal  trial,  until  they 
were  abfolved  from  the  cenfures  of  the  church; 
and  to  call  a  convention  of  eftates,  to  deliberate 
concerning  the  method  of  proceeding  againft  them. 
At  the  fame  time  they  offered  to  accompany  him 
in  ar^is  to  the  place  of-trial,  left  fuch  audacious 
and  powerful  criminals  fliould  overawe  juftice,  and 
diSate  to  the  judges,  to  whom  they  pretended  to 
'fubmit^  James,  though  extremely  offended,  both 
with  the  irregularity  of  their  proceedings,  and  the 
prefumption  of  their  demands,  found  it  expedient 
to  put  off  the  day  of  trial,  and  to  call  a  convention 
of  eftates,  in  order  to  quiet  the  fears  and  jealoufies 
of  the  people.  By  being  humoured  in  this  point, 
their  fufpicions  began  gradually  to  abate,  and  the 
chancellor  managed  the  convention  fo'  artfully,  that 
he  himfelf,  together  with  a  few  other  members, 
were  impowered  to  pronounce  a  final  fentence  up- 
on  the  confpirators.  After  much  deliberation  they  Nov,  z6. 
ordained,  that  the  three  earls  and  their  affociates 
fliould  be  exempted  from  all  further  inqyiry  or 
profecution,  on  account  of  their  correfpondence 
with  Spain;  that,  before  the  firft  day  of  February, 
they  {hould  either  fubmit  to  the  church,  and  pub- 
licly renounce  the  errors  of  popery,  or  remove  out 
of  the  kingdom;  that,  before  the  firft  of  January, 
they  fliould  declare  which  of  thefe  alternatives  they 
•would  embrace ;  that  they  fliould  find  furety  for 
their  peaceable  demeanor  for  the  future;  and  that 
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BOOK    if  they  failed  to  fignify  their  choice  in  due  time, 
^^^^w'^i^^v  they  {houl'd  lofe  the  benefit  of  this  aft  of  abalithrky 
and  remain  expofed  to  all  the  pains  of  law  *• 
1594.  By  this  lenity  towards  the  confpirators,  James 

incurred  much  reproach,  and  gained  no  advantage. 
Devoted  to  the  popifh  fuperftition,  fubmiilive  to 
all  the  diftates  of  their  priefts,  and  buoyed  up  with 
hopes  and  promifes  of  foreign  aid,  the  three  earls 
refufed  to  accept  of  the  conditions,  and  contiriucd 
their  treafonable  correfpondence  with  the  court  of 
Jan,  18-  3pain.  A  convention  of  eftates  pronounced  them 
to  have  forfeited  the  benefit  of  the  articles  which 
were  offered;  and  the  king  required  them,  by 
proclamation,  to  furrender  themfelves  to  juflice. 
The  prefence  of  the  Englifh  ambaffador  contri- 
buted, perhaps,  to  th^  vigour  of  thefe  proceed- 
ings, Elizabeth,  ever  attentive  to  James's  mor 
tions,  and  imputing  his  reluftance  to  punifli  the 
popilh  lords  to  a  fecret  approbation  of  their  de- 
figns,  h?id  fent  J^ord  Zouche  to  reprefent,  once 
more,  the  danger  to  which  he  es^pofed  himfelf,  by 
this  falfe  moderation;  ai)d  to  require  him  to  exer- 
cife  that  rigour  which  their  crime?,  as  well  as  the 
pofture  of  affairs,  rendered  neceffary.  Though 
the  fteps  now  taken  by  the  king  filenced  all  com- 
plaints on  that  head,  yet  Zouche,  forgetful  pf  his 
character  as  an  ambaffador,  enterecj  into  private 
negotiations  with  fuch  of  the  Scottifli  nobles  as 
diiapproved  of  the  king's  meafures,  and  held  ak 
moft  an  opfen  correfpondence  with  Bothwell,  who, 
according  to   the    ufual    artifice  of  malcontent^, 

*  Cal(J.  iv.  330.     Spotfw.  397. 

pretended 


Digitized 


^y  Google 


or    SCOTLAND.  169 

J^retended  much  folicitudc  for  reforming  the  difo#-    ^vul*^ 
ders  of  the  ccinmon wealth  J  and  covered  his  own  v--«w-*— ^ 
ambition    with   the   fpecious   veil  of  zeal   againft       '^^ 
ihofe   counfellors   who   reflraiiied   the   king  from 
purfuing   the   avowed   enemies   of   the   proteftant 
faith.     Zouche  encouraged  him^  in  the  name  of 
his  miftrefs,  to  take  arms  againft  his  fovereign. 
Meanwhile,  the  kine  and  the  clerojy  were  fill*  Anewat. 

1        •  T,        n        r^  1  tempt  o\ 

cd  with  mutual  diftruft  of  each  other.     They  were  Boiiwcir*. 
jealous,  perhaps,  to  excefs,  that' James*s  affe&ions 
leaned  too  much  towards  the  popifli  faftion;   he 
fufpeded  them,  without  good  reafon,  of  prompt- 
ing Bothwell  to  rebellion,  and  even  of  fupplying 
him  with  money  for  that  purpofe.     Little  inftiga- 
tion,  indeed,  was  wanting  to  roufe  fuch  a  turbulent 
fpirit  as  Bothweirs  to  any  daring  enterprife.     He 
appeared   fuddenly   within  a  mile  of  Edinburgh, 
at  the  head  of  four  hundred  horfe,     The  pretences, 
by  which  he  endeavoured  to  juftify  this  infurreftion, 
were  extremely  popular ;  zeal  for  religion,  enmity 
to  popery,  concern  for  the  king's  honour,  and  for 
the  liberties  of  the  nation.     James  was  totally  un- 
provided fpr  his  own  defence;  he  had  no  infantry, 
and  was  accompanied  only  with  a  few  horfemen  of 
lord  Homers  train*     In  this  extremity,  he  implored 
the  aid  of  the  citizens  of  Edinburgh,  and,  in  order 
to  encourage  them  to.  afl:  with  zeal,  he  promifed 
to  proceed  againft  the  popifli  lords  with  the  ut- 
moft  rigour  of  law.     Animated  by  their  minifters, 
the  citizens  ran  cheerfully  to  their  arms,  and  ad- 
vanced, with  the  king  at  their  head,  againft  Both- 
well  j 
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^vin^    \i»Il)  but  he,  notwithftanding  his  fuccefs  in  ptit- 
v>,^^w'^   ting  to  flight  lord  Home,  .  who  had  rafhiy  charged 
^^^^      him  with  a  far  inferior  number  of  cavahy,  retired 
to  Dalkeith   without  daring  to  attack  the   king. 
His  followers  abandoned  him  fooii  after^  and  dlf- 
couraged  by  fo  many  fucceffive  difappointments, 
could  never  afterwards  be  brought  to  venture  into 
the  field.     He  betook  himfelf  to  his  ufual  lurking- 
places  in  the  north  of  England;  but  Elizabeth,  in 
compliance  with  the  king's  remonftrances^  obliged 
him  to  quit  his  retreat™. 
Ficflidan.         ]sjo   fooucr   was  the  king  delivered  from   one 
theVopiih     danger,  than  he  was  called  to  attend  to  another. 
Apni  3.       The  popifti  lords,  in  confequence  of  their  nego- 
tiations  with    Spain,    received,   in   the  fpring,   a 
fupply  of  money  from  Philip.     What  bold  defigns 
this  might  infpire,  it  was  no  eafy  matter  to  con- 
jedture.     From   men  under   the   dominion  of  bi- 
gotry, and  whom  indulgence  could  not  reclaim, 
the  mod  defperate  anions  were  to  be  dreaded. 
The  affembly  of  the  church  immediately  took  the 
alarm;  remonftrated  againft  them  with  more  bit- 
temefs   than  ever;   and   unanimoufly  ratified   the 
fenten(re  of  excommunication  pronounced  by  the 
fyaod  of  Fife.     James  himfelf,  provoked  by  their 
obitinacy  and  ingratitude,  and  afraid  that  his  long 
forbearance  'would  not  only  be  generally  difpleaf* 
ing  to  his  own  fub]e£ts,  but  give  rife  to  unfavonr^ 
able  fufpidons  among  the  Englilh^  exerted  himfelf 
jwes.       yMk  unufual  Tigour.     He  called  a  parliamoit} 

■  Spotfw.  403.     Cald.  iv.  3  '{g. 
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laid  before  it  all  the  circumftances  and  aggi*ava-    ^^9jj^  ^ 
tions  of  the  confpiracyj   and  though  there  were  ^-*-v-**^ 
but  few  members   prefent,   and   feveral  of  thefe       '*^ 
connected  with  the  confpirators  by  blood  or  friend- 
lliip,  he  prevailed  oa  them,  by  his  influence  and 
importunity,  to  pronounce  the  moft  rigorous  fen- 
tence  which  the  law  can  inflift.     They  were  de- 
clared  to   be .  guilty  of  high   treafon,   and   their 
eftates  and  honours  forfeited.     At  the  fame  time, 
ftatutes,  more  fevere  than  ever,  were  enacted  againft 
the  profeffors  of  the  popifh  religion. 

How  to  put  this  fentence  in  execution,  was  a  B«tie^ 
flatter  of  great  difficulty.  Three  powerful  ba- 
rons, cantoned  in  a  part  of  the  country  of  difficult 
accefs,  furrounded  with  numerous  vaflals,  and 
fupported  by  aid  from  a  foreigii**  prince,  were 
more  than  an  overmatch  for  a  Scottifli  monarch. 
No  intreaty  could  prevail  on  Elizabeth  to.  advance 
the  money,  neceflary  for  defraying  the  expences  of 
an  expedition  againft  them.  To  aftack  them  in  per- 
fon,  with  his  own  forces  alone,  might  have  expofed 
James  both  to  difgrace  and  to  danger.  He  had  re- 
courfe  to  the  only  expedient  which  remained  m 
fuch  a  fituation,  for  aiding  the  impotence  of  To* 
vereign  authority;  he  delegated  his  authority  to 
the  earl  of  Argyll  and  lord  Forbes,  the  leaders 
of  two  clans  at  Enmity  with  the  confpirators;  and 
gave  them  a  commiffion  to  invade  their  lands, 
and  to  feise  the  caftles  which  belonged  to  them. 
Bodiwell,  notwithftanding  all  his  high  pretenfiont 
of  zeal  for  the  proteftant  religion,  having  now 
entered  into  a  clofe  confederacy  with  them,  the 
danger  became  every  day  more  urging.    Argyll, 
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^vm^    foliated  by  ttie  king,  and  roufed  by  the    clergy^ 
vj^,-lw   took  the  field  at  the  head  of  feven  thoufand  men. 
»594-      Huntly  and  Errol  met  him  at  Glenlivat^  uith  an 
army  far  inferior  in  number,  but  compofed  chiefly 
of  gentlemen  of  the  low  countries,  mounted  on 
horfeback,  and  who  brought  along  with   them  a 
oa.  I.        train  of  field-pieces*     They  encountered  each  other 
with  all  the  fury  which  hereditary  enmity  and  an- 
cient rivalfhip  add  to  undifciplined  courage.     But 
1S95.      the  Highlanders,  difconcerted  by  the  firft  difcharge 
of  the  cannon,  to  which  they  were  little  accuftcni- 
ed,  and  unable  to  refift  the  impreffion  of  cavalry, 
were   fooii   pat   to   flight;    and  Argyll,  a  galbnf 
young  man  of  eighteen,  was  carried  by  his  friends 
out  of  the  field,  weeping  with  indignation  at  their 
difgrace,  and  calling  on  them  to  {land,  and  to  vin- 
dicatfe  the  honour  of'  then-  name". 

On  the  firft  intelligence  of  this  defeat,  James, 
though  obliged  to  pawn  his  jewels  in  order  to  raife 
moneys,  aflfembled  aTmall  body  of  troops,  and 
inarched  towards  the  north.  He  was  joined  by 
the  Irvines,  Keiths,  Leflys,  Forbefes,  and  other 
clans  at  enmity  with  Huntly  and  Errol,  who  hav- 
ing loft  feveral  of  their  principal  followers  at  Glen- 
livat,  and  others  refufiag  to  bear  arms  againft  the 
king  in  perfon,  were  obliged  to  retjre  to  the  moun- 
tains. James  wafted  their  lands;  put  garrifons  in 
Ipme  of  their  caftles;  burnt  others;  and  left  the 
duke  of  Lennox  as  his  lieutenant  in  that  part  oi 
the  kingdom,  with  a  body  of  men  fufEcient  to  re- 
ftrain  them  from  gathering  to  any  head  there,  or 

"  Cald.  iv.  408.     .  >»  Birth,  Mem.  i,  1Z6, 
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frominfeftij^  the  law  country.    Reduced  at  laft    'yj^^*^ 
to  extreme  diftrefs  by*  the  rigour  of  the  feafon^  y.^^^^^m^ 
and  the  defertion  of  their  followers,  they  obtained  Popl^kinis 
the  king's  permiffion  to  go  beyond  feas,  and  gave  ^/j]^"  *""' 
fecurity  that  they  fliould  neither  return  without  his  '"njdom. 
licence,  nor  engage  in  any  new  intrigues  againft 
the  proteftant  religion,  or  the  peace  of  the  kii^« 
dom  ^ 

By  their  exile,  tranquillity  was  re^ftabliihed  m 
the  north  of  Scotland;  and  the  firmnefs  and  vi« 
gour  which  James  had  difplayed  in  his  lad  pro- 
ceedings againft  them,  regained  him,  in  a  great 
degree,  the  confidence  of  his  proteftant  fubjeds. 
But  he  funk  in  the  fame  proportion,  and  for  the  '^^  Romui 
fame  reafon,  in  the  efteem  of  the  Roman  catholics,  ufcenf^ 
They  had  afferted  his  mother's  right  to  the  crown  J^'jJ. 
of  England  with  fo  much  warmth,  that  they  could 
not,  with  any  decency,  rejed  his;  and  the  indul- 
gence, with  which  he  aSeded  to  treat  the  profefibrs 
of  the  popifli  religion,  infpired  them  with  fuch 
hopes,  that  they  viewed  his  acceilion  to  the  throfie 
as  no  undefirable  event.  But  the  rigour  with 
which  the  king  had  lately  piirfued  the  confpir^^tors, 
and  the  fevere  ftatutes  againft  popery  to  which  he 
bad  given  his  confent,  convinced  them  now  that 
thefe  hopes  were  viftonary;  and  they  began  to  look 
about  in  queft  of  fome  new  fucceftbr,  whofe  rights 
they  ought  cppofe  to  his.  The  papifts  who  re- 
fidd  in  England  turned  their  eyes  towards  the  earl 
of  Eflex,  whofe  generous  mind,  though  firmly 
eltabliihed  in  the  proteftant  faith,  abhorred  the  fe- 

»  Spotfw.  404.    Cald.  373,  &c. 
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^vm^    verities  infliSed  in  that  age  on  account  of  religious 
^•"-^—^  opinions.     Thofe  of  the  fame  fefl:,  who  were  in 
^     ^^^^'      exile,  formed  a  bolder  fchem'e,  and  one  more  fuit- 
able  to  their  fituation.     They  advanced  the  elaim 
of  the  infanta  of  Spain;    and   Parfons   the  jefuit 
publiQied  a  book,  in  which,'  by  falfe  quotations 
from-  hiftory,   by  fabulous   genealogies,    and   ab- 
furd  arguments,  intermingled  with  bitter  inveftives 
againft  the  king  of  Scots,  he  endeavoured  to  prove 
the  infanta's  title  to  the  Englifti  crown  to  be  pre- 
ferable to  his.     Philip,  though  involved  already  in 
a  war  bdth  with  France  and  England,  ^nd  fcarce 
able  to  defend  the  remains  of  thie  Burgundian  pro- 
vinces againft  the  Dutch  commonwealth,  eagerly 
grafped  at  this  airy  projeft.     The  dread  of  a  Spanifii 
pretender  to  the  crown,  and  the  oppofition  which 
the  papifts  began  to  form  againft.  the  king's  fuc- 
ceffion,'  contributed  not  a  little  to  remove  the  pre- 
judices of  the  proteftants,  and  to  prepare  the  way 
for  that  event, 
Bcihvveii  Both  WELL,  whofe  name  has  been  fo  often  men- 

imoSpain.  tioncd  as  the  difturber  of  the  king's,  tranquillity, 
and  of  the ,  peace  of  the  kingdom,  was  now  in  a 
wretched  condition.  Abandoned  by  the  queen  of 
England,  on  account  of  his  confederacy  with  the 
popifh  lords ;  excommunicated  by  the  church  for 
the.  fame  reafon  ;  and  deferted,  in  his  diftrefs,  by 
hi«  own  followers  ;  he  was  obliged  to  fly  for  fafety 
to  France,  and  thence  to  Spain  and  Italy,  where, 
after  renouncing  the  proteftant  faith,  he  led  many 
years- an  obfcure  and  indigent  life,  remarkable  only 
for  a  low  and  infamous  debauchery.  The  king, 
though  extremely  ready  to  facrifice  the  ftrongeft  re- 
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feiitmcnt  to  the  ffightefl:  acknowledgments,  could  ^yjj^^ 
never  be  foftened  by  his  fubniiffion,  nor  be  induced  v«*-v-w 
to  liften  to  any  mtferceffioh  hi  his  behalf  ^  ^^^^* 

This  year  the  king  Ipft  chancellor  Maltland^ 
an  able  minifter,  on  \vhom  he  had  long  devolved 
the  whole  weight  of  public  affairs.  As  James 
loved  him  While  alive,  he  wrote  in  honour  of  his 
memoiy,  a  copy  of  verfes,  which,  when  compared 
with  the  compofitions  of  that, age,  are  far  from  be-^ 
ing  inelegant  ^ 

Soon  after  his  death,  a  confiderablfe  change  a  change  m 
was  made  in  the  adminiftration.  At  that  time,  ft*J^,J^""* 
the  annual  charges  of  gcfvernment  far  exceeded 
the  king's  revenues.  '  The  queen  was  fond  of 
expenfive  amufemerits.  James  himfelf  was  a 
ftranger  to  oeconomy.  It  became  neceffary,  for 
all  thefe  reafons,'  to  levy  the  public  revenues  with 
greater  order  and  rigour,  and  to  hufband  tjiem 
with  n>ore  care.  This  important  truft  was  com- 
mitted to  eight  gentlemen  of  the  law%  who, 
from  their  number,  were  called  Oiiavians.  The 
powers  veiled  in  them  were  ample,  and  almoft 
unlimited.  The  king  bound  himfelf  neither  to 
add  to  their  number,  nor  to  fupply  any  vacancy 
that  might  happen,  without  their  confent;  And5 
knowing  the  facility  of  his  own  temper,  agreed 
that  no  alienation  of  his  revenue^  no  grant  of  a 

\WiBW..l^(Iem.  i.     Spdtfw.  410.  'Spotfw.  411. 

'  Akzander  Seaton  pr^iident  of  the  fefIion>  Walter  Stewart 
comniendator .  of  Blantyrc  lord  privy  fcal,  David  Carncgy, 
John  Lindfay,  James  Elphingftone,  Thomas  Hamilton,  John 
Skene  clerk  regifter,  and  Peter  Young  elcmofynar.  ^ 
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'vi?i.^  penfion,  or  order  on  the  treafuryt  ihould  be  held 
^— V-— '  valid,  unlcfe  it  were  ratified  by  thie  CubfcHption  of 
'^^^*  five  of  the  commifSoners  i  all  their  a^  stod  de- 
cifions  were  declared  to  be  of  equal  force  urUh  the 
fentence  of  ju%e&  in  civil  courts;  and  in  confe- 
qaeuce  of  them,  and  without  any  other  wiorrant, 
any  perfon  might  be  arrefted,  or  their  goods 
feized.  Such  extenfive  jurifdi£tion,  together  with 
the  abfolute  difpofal  of  the  public  money,  drew 
the  whole  executive  part  of  government  into  dieir 
hands*  United  among  themfelves,  they  gradually 
imdermined  the  reft  of  the  king's  miaifters,  and 
feized  on  every  lucrative  o;r  honourable  ojBEice. 
The  ancient  fervants  of  the  crown  repiped  at  bei^g 
1596.  obliged  to  quit  their  ftations  to  new  men.  The  fa- 
vourites and  young  courtiers  niurmured  at  feeing 
the  king's  liberality  ftinted  by  their  {nreTcriptions. 
And  the  clergy  exclaimed  againft  fbme  of  them  as 
known  apoftates  to  popery,  and  fufpe£faed  others  of 
fecretly  fevouring  it.  They  retamed  their  power, 
however,  notwithftanding  this  geners^l  eombinaition 
againft  them;  and  they  owed  it  entirely  to  the 
order  and  oeconomy  whiph  they  introduiced  into 
the  adminiftration  of  the  finances,  by  which  the 
neceflary  expences  of  government  were  more  ea- 
fily  defrayed  than  in  any  other  pedod  of  the  ^ctg's 
reign  *. 
Violence  of      Xhe  rumour  of  vaft  preparations  which  PJhilip 

the  nation  ,  ,  •  •       .  --,    -    ,        J^ 

againft  the    was  fsod  to  be  canymg  on  at  this  time,  filled  both 
•opiihiords.  Engi^j^j  3j^j  Scotland  with  die  dt«ad  of  a  new  in- 

vafion.    James  took  proper  meafures  for  the  de« 

'Spotfw.  413.435, 
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fm^  ef  hU  idiigdom.  But  thtfe  did  not  fatisfy  ^^^^^ 
t]ie  aeal  irf  the  clergy,  whofe  fufpickms  of  the  >*-*-v-**i^ 
kin^s  &icei4cy  began  to  revive;  and  as  he  had  '^'^* 
p^^tfed  die  wived  of  the  baniihed  peers  to  levy 
the^  nmts  df  tbdr  eftateg,  and  to  live  in  thdr 
hotfy^^  they  charged  him  with  rendering  the  ad 
of  forfeiture  inefedual^  by  fupporting  the  avowed 
metak^  of  the  proteftant  fkith.  The  affembly  Maicii44. 
of  the  church  took  under  confideration  the  ftate 
of  the  kingdom,  and  having  appointed  a  day  of 
pul^c  fefting,  they  folemnly  renewed  the  cove* 
nantby  whkrh  liie  nation  was  bound  to  adhere  to 
the  proteftant  faith,  and  to  defend  it  agalinft  all 
^ggn^rs.  A  committee,  confifting  of  the  moil 
eminent  clergymen,  and  of  many  barons  and  gen*. 
demea  c^  4ifttndion,  waited  on  the  king,  and  laid 
befiHfe  him  a  pfe^n  for  the  fecurity  of  the  kingdom, 
and  the  prefervation  of  religion.  They  urged  him 
to  apprbpriate  the  dlates  of  the  baniihed  brds  as  a 
itmd  for  the  maintaiance  of  foldiers ;  to  take  the 
ibri^fteik  precautions  for  preventing  the  return  of 
fuch  tmrbiflent  ful^&s  into  the  country;  and  to 
puffil^  all  who  were  fufpefiied  of  being  their  adhe- 
reiilft  ^th  the  utmoft  rigour. 

NdTHiKG    could  be  more    repugnant  to  the  The  king's 
kllig^i  fehemep,''or  more  difagt^eable  to  his  in-  ^.Th'Sd 
cHnation,  than  thefe  propofitions*     Averfe,  through  '**  '*»«"'• 
VU  whole  life,  to  any  courfe  where  he  expeded 
c^pcfidon  or  danger ;  and  fond  of  attsuning  his 
end3  "Vi^h  the  charader  of  moderation,  and  by 
the  arts  of  policy,  he  obferved  with  concern  the 
prqudices  againft  him  which  were  growing  among 
the  Roman  catholics,  and  refolved  to  make  fome 
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'^vm.^    atonenjent  for  that  part  of  bis  condud  which  had 


drawn  upon  him  their  indignation.  Elizabeth  was 
^^•^^'  now  well  advanced  in  years.;  her  fife  bad.^  lately 
been  in  danger;  if  any  popifh  competitor  (hould 
•  arife  to  difpute  his  right  of  fuQceflioQ j  a  faftion  fo 
ppwerful  as  that  of  the  bawlhed  lords  mjight.be 
extremely  formidable ;  and  any  divifion .  among 
his  own  fubjefts  might  prove  fatal  at  a  junflure 
which  would  require  their  united  apdjpaoft.  vigor- 
ous efforts,  Inftead,  therefore,  of  the  additional 
feverities  which  the  affcmbly  propofed,  James 
had  thoughts  of  mitigating  the  punilhment  which 
they  already  fuffered.  And  as  they  were  fur- 
rounded,  during  their  refidence  in  foreign  parts, 
by  Philip's  emiffaries;  as  refentment  might  dif- 
pofe  them  to  liften  more  favourably  than  ever  to 
their  fuggeftions ;  as  defpair  might  drive  them  to 
.ftill  more  atrocious  adions ;  he  refolved  to  recal 
.them,  under  certain  conditions,  into  their  nati-^^ 
country.  Encouraged  by  thefe  fentiments  of  tl^ 
king  in  their  favour,  ojF  whi^h  they  did  not  want 
intelligence,  and  wearied  already  of  the  dependant 
and  anxio.us  life  of  exiles,  they  ventured  t(x  return 
fecretly  into  Scotland.  Soon  after,  they.prefented 
a  petition  to  the  king,  begging  hjis  permiffion  to 
refide  at  their  own  houfes,  and  oiFering  to  giv^ 
fecurity  for  their  peaceable  and  dutiful  behaviour, 
James  called  a  convention  of  eftates.to  deliberate 
pn  a  matter  of  fuch  importance,  and  by  their  ad« 
yice  he  granted  the  petitioji. 
Therao*  Xhe   membcrs  of  a  committee   appointed  by 

pr6ceeoingS       -I'ln  irr  '  r 

of  the         the  lait  general  aflembly,  as  foon  as  they  were 
t^qlLT      infornied  of  this,  met  at  Edinburgh^^  s^d  ^th  a|l 
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the  precipitancy  of  fear  and  of  zeal,  took  fuch  ^yi^^ 
refolutions  as  they  thought  neceffary  fcif  thfe  fafi^ly  ^^^^k*^^ 
of  the  kingdbm.  They  wrote  circular  letteris  to  *^^^' 
all  the  ppelbyteries  in  Scotland  ;  they  warned  them 
of  the  approaching  danger  ;  they  exhorted  theta  to 
ftir  up  their  people  to  the  defence  of  their  juft 
rightis;  they -commanded  them  to  publilh,  in  all 
their  pulpits,  the  aft  excommunicating  the  pppiih 
lords;  and  enjoined  them  to  lay  all  thofe  who 
were  fufpefted  of  favouring  popery  under  the  fame 
cenfure  by  a  fummary  fentence,  and  without  ob- 
ferving  the  ufual  formalities  of  trial.  As  the  -daor 
ger  feemed  too  preffing  to  wait  for  the  ftated  meet- 
ings of  the  judicatories  of  the  church,  they  made 
choice  of  the  moft  eminent  clergymen  in  different 
corners  of  the  kingdom,  appointed  them  to  refide 
conftantly  at  Edinburgh,  and  to  meet  every  day 
with*  the  minifters  of  that  city,  under  the  name  of 
the  Standing  Council  of  the  Churchy  and  vefted  in 
this  body  the  fupreme  authority,  by  enjoining  it, 
in  imitation  of  the  ancient  Roman  form,  to  take 
care  that  the  church  (hould  receive  no  detriment. 

These  proceedings,  no  lefs  vmconftitutional 
than  unprecedented,  were  manifed  encroachments 
on  the  royal  X  prerogative,  and  bold  fteps  towards 
open  rebelKon.  The  king's  condufl:,  however, 
juftified  in  fome  degree  fuch  exceffes.  His  lenity 
towards  the  papifts,  fo  repugnant  to  the  priticiples 
of  that  age ;  his  pardoning  the  confpirators,  not- 
withftcuading  repeated  promifes  to  the  contrary ; 
the  refpefl:  he  paid  to  lady  Huntly,  who  was  at- 
tached to  the  Romilh  religion  no  lefs   than  her 
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BOOK  hiifbaiid  i  hia  comtnktkg  the  caito  of  hk  ^to^ter, 
s,p*-v-^  the  princds  Elizabeth^  to  lady  Levtegftcm^  rwho 
«596.  '^^  mfe^ed  with  the  fame  fuperftition }  th^  conr 
tempt  with  which  he  talked,  op  all  0€cafione, 
l^oth  of  the  charadler  of  mimften,  and  of  their 
fupdioa;  vere  circumftances  which  migh€  have 
filled  minds,  not  prone  by  nature  to  jealoufy, 
/  with  fpme  fufpicions ;  ^d  niight  have  precipitated 
into  rafli  councils  thofe  who  were  far  r^tnoyed  fron^ 
mtemperate  zeal.  But,  however  powerful  the  mo? 
tives  might  be  w-hich  influenced  the  clergy,  or  how? 
ever  laudable  the  end  they  had  in  view,  they  con- 
duced their  meafures  with  no  addrefe,  and  even 
with  little  prudence.  James  difcovered  a  ftrong  in? 
clination  to  avoid  a  rupture  with  the  church,  and, 
jealous  as  he  was  of  his  prerogative,  would  willingly 
have  made  many  conceffipns  for  the  fake  of  peace. 
By  his  command,  fpme  of  the  privy  counfellors  had 
an  interview  with  the  more  moderate  among  the 
clergy,  and  enquired  whether  Huntly  and  bis  afTo- 
ciates  might  not,  upon  making  proper  acknow- 
ledgments, bj5  again  received  into  the  bpfom  of  the 
church,  and  be  exempted  from  any  further  punifli- 
ment  oa.  account  of  their  paft  apoft^ify  and  treafons. 
They  replied,  that  though  the  gate  of  mercy  ftood 
always  open  for  thofe  who  repeated  and;  returned, 
yet  as  thefe  noblemen  had  been  guilty  of  idolatry, 
a  crime  deferying  death  both  by  the  law  of  pod 
and  of  man,  the  civil  magiftrate  could  not  legally 
grant  them  a  pardon  5  and  even  though  thqichqrch 
Ihould  abfolve  them,  it  was  his  duty  to  in^ift  pu** 
nifliment  upon  them.    This   inflexibility  ia  thofe 
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»*o  trate  rationed  the  mod  compliant  of  the  of-   ^^^^^^ 
der,  filled  the  king  mth  indignation^  which  the  ^^^^.r^ 
imprudence  and  obftinacy  of  a  private  clergyman      '^'*' 
brightened  into  rage. 

MpL.  Davip  BtACK,  minifter  of  St.  Andrew's,  scdirioM 
difcourllng  in  one  of  hi§  fermons,  according  to  cqf-  taughTby 
torn,  concerning  the  ftate  of  the  nation,  afl|rme4  ^^^ 
that  the  king  haci  permitted  the  popifli  lords  to 
return  into  Scotljand,  and  by  that  afHon  had  dif- 
covered  the  treachery  of  bis  own  heart ;   that  all 
Jungs  were  the  devil's  children  ;  that  Satan  had  now 
the  guidance  of  the  court ;  that  the  queen  of  Eng- 
land  was  an  atheift  ;  that  the  judges  were  mifcreants 
and  bribers  j  the  nobility  godlefs  and  degenerate ; 
the  privy  counfdlors  cormorants,  and  men  of  no  ' 

religion  j  and  in  his  prayer  for  the  queen  he  ufed 
thefe  words,  We  muft  pray  for  her  for  faihion- 
fake,  but  we  have  no  caufe,  fhe  will  never  do  us 
good.  James  commanded  him  to  be  fummoned  Nov.  to. 
before  the  privy  council,  to  anfwer  for  fuch  fedi*  efp^uffS 
tious  expreffions ;  and  the  clergy,  inftead  of  aban-  ^^^""^ 
doqing  him  to  the  puniihment  which  fuch  a  petu* 
jant  and  criminal  attack  on  his  fuperiors  deferved^ 
were  fo  imprudent  as  Co  efponfe  his  caufe,  as  if  it 
had  been  the  common  one  of  the'  whole  ordcn 
The  cpntroverfy  concerning  the  immunities  of  the 
pulpit,  and  the  rights  of  the  clergy  to  teftify  againft 
vices  of  every  kind,  which  had  been  agitated  in  one 
thoufand  five  hundred  and  eighty*four,  was  now 
revived.j^  It  was  pretended  that,  with  regard  to 
theic  facred  funftion,  minifters  were  fubjeO:  to 
the  church  alone }  that  it  belonged  only  to  their 
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BOOK  ccclefiaftical  fuperiors  to  judge  of  th^  truth  or  falfe- 
^,,0^,'iL^  hood  of  doftriues  delivered  in  the  piklpit ;  that  if, 
*^5^*  upon  any  pretence  whatever,  the  king  ufurped  this 
jurifdidion,  the  church  would,  from  that  moment, 
fink  under  fervitude  to  the  civil  magiftrate;  that, 
inftead  of  reproving  vice  with  that  honeft  bold- 
nefs  which  had  often  been  of  advantage  to  indivi- 
duals, and  falutary  to  the  kingdom,  the  ckrgy 
would  learn  to  flatter  the  paflions  of  the  prince, 
and  to  connive  at  the  vices  of  others;  that  the  i 
king^s  eagernefs  to  punifli  the  indifcretion  of  a  pro- 
teftant  minifter,  while  he  was  fo  ready  to  pardon 
the  crimes  of  popifh  confpirators,  called  on  them 
to  ftand  upon  their  £uard,  and  that  now  was  the 
time  to  contend  for  their  privileges,  and  to  pre- 
vent any  encroachment  on  thofc  rights,  of  which 
the  church  had  been  in  poffeffion  ever  fince  the 
Reformation.  Influenced  by  thefe  confiderations, 
.    .        the  council  of  the  church  enjoined  Black  to  de- 

•  cline  the  jurifdiftion  of  the  privy  council.     Proud  i, 

of  fuch  an  opportunity  to  difplay  his  zeal,  he  pre-  ; 
fented  a  paper  to  that  purpofe,  and  with  the  utmoft 
firmnefs  refufed  to  plead,  or  to  anfwer  the  queftions  ;. 
which  were  put  to  him.  In  order  to  add  greater  .^ 
weight  to  thefe  proceedings,  the  council  of  the  J 
church  tranfmitted  the  declinature  to  all  the  pre£by-  > , 
teries  throughout  the  kingdom,  and  enjoined  every  ^ 
minifler  to  fubfcribe  it  in  tefliimony  of  his  appro- . 
bation.  |. 

James  defended  his  rights  with  no  l^s  vigour  * 
than  they  were  attacked.     Senfible  of  the  contempt 
binder  which  his  authority  mufl:  fall,  if  the  tlergy 
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fliould  be  permitted  publicly,  and  with  impunity,    -^^  J^  k 
to  caUimniate  his  minifters,  and  even  to  cenfure  i^-v^w 
himfelf ;  and  knowing,  by  former  eicamples,  what       '^'^' 
unequal  reparation  for  fuch  oiFences  he  might  ex- 
pe£l:  from  the  judicatories  of  the  church,  he  urged . 
on  the  enquiry  into  Black's  condu£t,  and  ifTued  a 
proclamation,  coi^manding  the  members   of  the 
council  of  the  church  to  leave  Edinburgh,  and  to 
return  to  their  own  parifhes.     Black,  inftead  of 
fubmitting,  renewed  his  declinature  ;  and  the  mem- 
bers of  the  council,  in  defiance  of  the  proclamation^ 
declared,  that  as  they  met  by  the  authority  of  the 
church,  obedience  to  it  was  a  duty  ftill  more  facred 
than  that  which  theypwed  to  the  king  himfelf.    The 
privy  council,  notwithftanding  Black's  refuting  to 
plead,  proceeded  in  the  trial ;  and,  after  a  folemn 
inquiry,  pronounced  him  guilty  of  the  crimes  of 
which  he  had  been  accufed  ;  but  referred  it  to  the 
king  to  appoint  what  punifhment  he  fhould  fuffer. 

Meanwhii-e,  many  endeavours  were,  ufed  to 
bring  matters  to  accommodation.  Almoft  every 
day  produced  fome  new  fcheme  of  reconcilement ;  - 
but,  through  the  king's  ficklenefs,  the  obftinacy  of 
the  clergy,  or  the  intrigues  of  the  courtiers,  they 
all  proved  inefFe^tualt  Both  parties'  appealed  to  the 
people,  and  by  reciprocal  and  exaggerated  accufa- 
tions  endeavoured  to  render  each  other  odious. 
Infolence,  fedition,  treafon,  were  the  crimes  with 
which  Janies  charged  the  clergy ;  while  they  made 
the  pulpits  refound  with  complaints  of  his  exceffive 
lenity  towards  papifts,  and  of  the  no  lefs  exceffive 
rigour  with   wl^ich    he  oppreffed   the  eftabliflied 
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^yuL  <^^^rch^  lixafperated  by  fhar  bold  mveftives.  He, 
at  laft,  fcntenccd  Black  to  retire  beyond  the  titer 
Spay,  and  to  refide  there  during  his  pleafure ;  and 
Drtce  more  commanding  the  members  of  the  Hand- 
ing council  to  depart  from  Edinburgh,  he  required 
all  the  minifters  of  the  kingdom  to  iubfcribea  bontd^ 
obliging  themfelves  to  fubmit,  in  the  fame  manner 
as  Qjher  fubjeds,  to  the  jurifdiQion  of  the  civil 
courts  in  matters  of  a  civil  nature* 

Atomukin  This  decifivc  meafure  excited  all  the  violent  paf- 
'fions  which  poiTefs  difappointed  fa£tions  ;  and  deeds 
tto  lefs  violent  immediately  followed.  Thde  muft 
be  imputed  in  part  to  the  artifices  of  fome  courtiers 
who  expefted  to  reap  advantage  from  the  cahiillties 
of  their  country,  or  who  hoped  to  leffen  the  autho- 
rity  of  the  Oft^vians,  by  enga^ng  them  in  hoftili- 
ties  with  the  churchy  On  oiie  hand,  they  informed 
the  king  that  the  citizens  of  Edinburgh  wefe  under 
arms  every  night,  and  had  planted  a  ftrong  guard 
round  the  houfes  of  their  minifters.  James,  in  order 
to  put  a  ftop  to  this  imaginary  infult  on  his  govern-? 
ment,  iffued  a  proclamation,  commanding  twenty- 
four  of  the  principal  citizens  to  leave  the  town 
withm  fix  hours.  On  the  other  hand,  they  wrote 
to  the  minifters,  advifing  them  to  look  to  their  own 
fafety,  as  Huntly  had  been  fecretly  admitted  to  an 
interview  with  the  king,  and  had  been  the  author 
of  the  fevere  proclamation  againft  the  citizens  of 
Edinburgh".    They  doubted  no  n^ore  of  the  truth 

of 

*  Though  matters  were  induftrioufly  aggi^v^ted  by  perfons 
who  wifhed  both  parties  to  purfue  violent  meafures>  neither  of 
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t>f  t3m  inteKgencp,  than  the  kmg  had  done  of  that    •^jJJ^* 
which  he  received,  aiid  fell  a$  blindly  into  the  fnare.  w-w^-i^ 
Thp  letter  capie  to  t^ieir  hands.juft  ^$  o&e  of  their      '^'^ 
number  \^a$  ^oing  to  mount  the  pulpit.    They 
r<efolved  that  he  fhould  acquaint  the  people  of  their 
dagger ;  and  he  painted  it  with  all  the  ftrcMjg  co-  d«««-  ■> 
lours  which  men  naturally  employ  in  defcribing  any 
dreadful  and  inftant  calamity*    When  the  iermoa 
was  over,  he  defired  the  nobles  and  gentlemen  to 
aflemble  in  the  Little  Church.    The  whole  mul- 
dtude,  terrified  at  what  they  had  heard,  crowded 
thither ;  they  promifed  and  vowed  to  ftand  by  the       ^ 
clergy  ;  they  drew  up  a  petition  to  the  king,  craving 
die  redrefs  of  thofe  grievances,  of  which  the  church 
complained,  and  befeeching  him  to  deliver  them 
from  all  future  apprehei^fions  of  danger,  by  remov- 
ing fuch  of  his  counfellors  as  were  known  to  be 
cncwes  of  the  proteftant  religion.    Twq  peers, 
two  gentlemen,  two  burgeffes,  and  two  minillers, 
wer^  appointed  to  prefeijt  it.     The  king  happened  J»»«*^s« 
to  be  in  the  great  hall  of  the  Tolbooth,  where  the 
court  of  feffion  was  fitting.     The  manner  in  which 
the  petition  was  delivered,  as  well  as  its  contents, 
offended  him.    He  gave  an  haughty  reply }  the 
petitioners  infilled  with  warmth  \  and  a  promif- 
cuous  mifltitude  prefling  into  the  room,  James 

th^fe  reports  was  altogether  deftitute  of  foundation.  At  their 
mimfters  were  fuppofed  to  be  in  dan^rer*  fome  of  the  more 
zeatous  citizens  had  determined  to  defend  them  by  fotoe  of 
arms.  Birch.  Mem.  ii.  250.  Huntly  had  been  privately  io 
Edinburgh,  where  he  had  an  interview,  if  not  with  the  king, 
at  leaft  with  fome  of  his  minifters.    Birch.  Ibid.  250. 
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^vin.*"  *€tired  abruptly  inta  another  apartment,  ind 
^-^'v'-*  commanded  the  gates  to  be  fhut  behind  hiro.  The 
*^^  *  deputies  returned  to  the  muhitude,  who  were  ftiU 
affembled,  and  to  whom  a  mihifter  had  been  read- 
ing, in  their  abfence,  the  (lory  of  Haman.  When 
they  reported  that  the  king  had  refufed  to  liften 
to  their  petitions,  the  church  was  filled  in  a  mo- 
ment with  noife,  threatenings,  execrations,  and  all 
the  outrage  and  confufion  of  a  popular  tumult.' 
Some  called  for  their  arms,  fome  to  bring  out  the 
wicked  Haman ;  others  cried.  The  fword  of  the 
Lord  and  of  Gideon ;  and  rufhing  out  with  the 
moil  furious  impetuofity,  furroundcd  the  T61- 
booth,  threatening  the  king  himfelf,  and  demand- 
ing fome  of  his  counfellors,  whom  they  named, 
that  they  might  tear  them  in  pieces.  The  .ma- 
giftrates  of  the  city,  partly  by  authority,  partly 
by  force,  endeavoured  to  quell  the  tumult ;  the 
king  attempted  to  foothe  the  malcontents,  by 
promifing  to  receive  their  petitions,  when  pre- 
fehted  in  a  regular  manner ;  the  minifters,  fenfible 
of  their  own  raflinefs  in  kindling  fuch  a  flame,  fe- 
conded  both  ;  and  the  rage  of  the  populace  fubfid- 
ing  as  fuddenly  as  it  had  arifen,  they  all  difperfed,' 
and  the  king  returned  to  the  palace ;  happy  in  hav- 
ing efcaped  from  an  infurreftion,  which,  through 
the  inftantaneous  and  unconcerted  effeft  of  popu- 
lar fury,  had  cxpofed  his  life  to  imminent  danger, 
and.  was  confidered  by  him  as  an  unpardonable  af-^ 
front  to  his  authority "". 

'  Spotfw,  417,  &c,     Cald.  V.  54,  &c.     Birch.  Mem.  u.  2^j- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


OF   SCOTLAND,  ii^ 

As  fooft  U  he  retired,  the  leaders  of  the  maU    ^yi^^ 
contents  affenibled,  in  order  to  prepare  their  peti-  v^-vr-ii> 
rion.     The  punilhment  of  the  popifli  lords;   the      ^^^' 
removal  of  thofe  counfellors  who  were  fufpefted 
of  fevouring  their  perfons  or  opinions ;  the  repeal 
of  all  the  late  aSs  of  council,  fubverfive  of  the 
authority  of  the  church ;    together   with  an  aft 
approving  the  proceedings  of  the  {landing  couh- 
oil ;  were  the  chief  of  their  demands.     But  the 
king's  indignation  was  ftill  fo  high,  that  the  ^ 
puties,  chofen  for  this  purpofe,  durft  not  venture 
that  night  to  prefent  requefts  which  could  not  fail 
of  kindling  his  rage  anew.     Before  next  morning,  HeiMvet 
James,  with  all  his  attendants,  withdrew  to  Lin-  and"pro? ' 
lithgow ;  the  feffion,  and  other  courts  of  juftice,  feveru^^i 
were  required   to   leave  a  city   where  it  was  no  g'>n^*^he 

■  ,  •'  citizens. 

longer  confiftent  either  with  their  fafety,  or  their 
dignity,  to  remain  ;  and  the  noblemen  and  barons 
were  commanded  to  return  to  their  own  houfes, 
and  not  to  reaffemble  without  the  king's  permiC 
fion.  The  vigour  with  which  the  king  afted,^ 
ftruck  a  damp  upon  the  fpirits  of  his  adverfaries. 
The  citizens,  fenfible  how  much  they  would  fuflFer 
by  his  abfence,  and  the  removal  of  the  courts  of 
juftice,  repented  already  of  their  •  conduft.  The 
minifters  alone  refolved  to  maintain  the  conteft, 
Th6y  endeavoured  to  prevent  the  nobles  from  dif- 
perfing ;  they  inflamed  the  people  by  violent  in- 
veftives  againft  the  king ;  they  laboured  to  pro^ 
cure  fubfcriptions  to  an  aflbciation  for  their  mu- 
tual defence ;  and  confcious  what  luftre  and  power 
the  junGion .  of ,  fome  of  the  greater  nobles  would 
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*vin.^   add  to  their  caufe,  the  mipifters  of  Edj»b»jrgh 
^^^'-w^  y^rotc  to  lord  Hamikon,  that  the  people,  nipved 
'i9^-      by  the  word  of  God,  and  provoked  by  the  injuries 
offered  to  the  church,  had  taktfi  arms  j  that  many 
of  the  nobles  bad  determined  to  proted  the  pro» 
tellant  religion,  which  owed  its  eilabliflunent  to 
the  piety  and  valour  of  their  anceftors;  Uat  they 
w^ted  only  a  leader  to  unite  them^  and  to  ifffpire 
ihem  with  vigour ;  that  his  zeal  for  the  good  caufe, 
np  lefs  than  his  noble  birth,  entitled  him  tp  that 
honour:  They  conjured  him,  therefore,  not  to 
•  difappqint  their  hopes  and  wifhes,  npr  to  refufe  the 
fufiering  church  that  aid  which  ihe  fo  much  need* 
1597.      ed.     Lord  Hamilton,  inftead  of  complying,  with 
their  defiiie,  carried  the  letter  dire&ly  to  the  king, 
whom  t^is  new  infult  irruated  to  fuch  a  degree, 
that  he  commanded  the  magiftrates  of  Edinburgh 
inftantly  to  feize  their  minifters,  as  manifeft  incen- 
diaries, and  encouragers  of  rebellion.    The  .magif* 
jrates,  in  order  to  regain  the  king's  fayour,,  were 
preparii^  to  obeyj  and  the  minifters,  who  fayr  no 
other  hope  of  fafety,  fled  towards  England  ^. 
Tbe  king         Tms  unfuccefsful  infurxefUon,  inftead  of  oyer- 
power  of      turmng,  eftabUihed  the  king's  authority.     Thole 
jan/3!'*''*'    concerned  in  it  were   confounded  and  difperfef}. 
The  reft  of  James's  fubjeds,   in  order  to  avoid 
fufpicion,   pr  to  gain  his  fav9ur,  contended  who 
Ihoujid  be  moft  forward  to  execute  his  veng^ce. 
A  convention  of  eftates  being  called^  pronounced 
^the  late  infurreSion  to  be  high  treafon  j  ordamed 
.every  minifter  to  fubfcribe  a  declaration  of  his 

y^  Spo^fw.  451.    Cald.T.x96. 
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lid>miffit>0  to  the  klng^s  jurifdiaSon/ in  aU  mat*    'vta'^ 
tcrt  civil  and  criminal ;  impoweted  ttagiftiates  to  i^^^yw 
commif,  inftantiy,  to  prifon,  any  minifter,  who^      **"' 
in  hit  iermcms,  (hould  titter  any  indecent  reflect 
tioat  en  the  king's  condud ;  prohibited  any  ec* 
cldSaftiall  judicatory  to  meet  without  the  king't 
licence;  commanded  that  no  perfon  fiionld  be 
elefted  a  magiftrate  of  Edinburgh,  for  the  hxvLV^ 
without  the  idng's  approbation ;  and  that,  in  die 
mean  dme^   the  prefent  magiftrates  fliould  ekiter 
difcover  and  tnflid  condign  puniihment  dn  the 
authors  of  the  late  tumuk,  or  the  city  itfelf  ihoul^ 
be  fubje&ed  to  all  the  penalties  of  that  treafonable 
aflioa*. 

Akm£d  with  the  authority  of  thefe  diaw^  Abridget 
James  refolved  to  crufh  entnely  the  mutinous  (pii-  *ge5  of  ih* 
rit  of  his  fubjeds.    As  the  clergy  had,  hitherto,  xle-  g^Xgt 
rived  their  chief  credit  and  ftrength  from  the  fii* 
vour  and  zeal  df  the  citizens  of  Edinburgh,  his  firft 
care  ivas  to  humble  them*    Though  the  mag^rates 
fubmitted  to^  him  in  the  moft  abjed  terms ;  though 
they  vindicated  themfelves,  and  their  fidlow-citi« 
^ns,  from  the  moft  diftant  intention  of  vbladog 
his  royal  perfon  or  authority ;  thought  after  tfatt 
ftriSeft  fcrutiny,  no  circumftanc^  that  could  fix 
0(1  them  the  fufpidon  of  premedkated  rd)ellfan 
had  been  difcovefed ;  though  many  of  &e  nbbleSy 
4U[4  fv^  of  the  clergy  as  iUU  retained  any  degtie 
•of  &TOttr,  interceded  in  thdr  behalf;  neither  ac- 
knowlisdgBjbents,  nor  interceffions,  were   of  the 
leaftavaal\    The  king  continued  inekoraUt,  tflf  FtbuO* 
•  Cald.  V.  147*  '  Ibi4.  n  .X4p. 
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dty'was  dcclarcd'to  have  forfiated  it»  ]f)rivil€g«s  as 
a 'corporation;  and  tb'  be  liable  td  all  the  pdnalties 
of'treafon..  The  capital  of  the  kiligdoih,  de- 
prived of  magiftrates,  deferted  by  its  minifters, 
abandoned  by  the  cdurts  of  juftice,  and  profcribed 
by  the*  king,  remained  in*  defolation  and  dfefpain 
The  courtiers  even  threatened  to  rafe  <he  city 
Jo  the  foundation,  and  to  ered  a  pillar  where  it 
Abod,  as  an  everlafting  monument  of  the  king's 
ira|i(geahce,  and  of  the  guilt  of  its  inhabitants. 
At  laft,  in  compliance  with  Elizabeth,  who  inter- 
pbfedih  their  favour,  and  moved  by  the  continual 
folidhiations  of  the  nobles,  James  abfolved  the  ci- 
rizens  from  the  penalties  of  law,  but  at  the  fame 
,lime  hfe  ftripped  thfem  of  their  moft  irhportaiit  pri- 
vileges J  they  were  neither  allowed  to  cledt  their 
own  magiftrates  nor  their  own  minifters;  many 
new  burdens  were  impofed  on  them ;  and  a  con- 
fidferable  fum  of  money  was  exafted  by  way  of 
peace^oflfering^. 

James  was,  meanwhile,  equally  affiduous,  and 
no  lefs  fticcefsful,  in  circumfcribing  the  jurifdiftion 
of  the  church.  Experience  had  difcovered  that  to 
^exttpi  this,  by  ads  of  parliament,  and  fentences 
of  imvy  council;  was  both  ineffedual  and  odious. 
He  had  recourfe  ndw  to  an  expedient  more  airtiul, 
and  .better  calculated  for  bbtainhig  his  end.  The 
ecclefiaftical  judicatories  were  compofed  of  many 
ihembers;  the  majority  of  the  clergy  were  ex- 
itxeiady  indigei^t,  and  unprovided  of  legal  fti^nds ; 
idle  mixufters  in  the  nqghbourhood  of  Edmburgh^ 

.  *        -      !*  Spotfw.  434. 444. 
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notwithftandmg  ^he  parity  eftablifli^  by  th^pret  bo  ok 
byterian  goverament,  hail  affumed  a  leading  in  w^-v- 
the  chufch,  which  filled  their  brethren  with^envy  j  *597- 
every  numerous  body  of  men  is  fufceptible  of  fud* 
den  and  ftrong  impreflions,  and  liable  to  be  mflu-^ 
enced,  corrupted,  or  overawed.  Induced  by  thefe 
confiderations,  James  thought  it  poffible  to  gain 
the  clergy,  whom  he  had  in  vain  attempted  to  fub* 
due.  Proper  agents  were  fet  to  work  all  oyer  the 
kingdom ;  promifes,  flattery,  and  threats  weje 
employed;  the  ufurpations  of  the  brethrai  near 
the  capital  were  aggravated  ;  the  jealonfy  of  their 
power,  which  was  growing  in  the  (Uftan(  provinces, 
was  augmented ;  and  two  different  general  a&m« 
blies  were  held,  in  both  which,  notwithftanding 
the  zeal  and  boldnels  wherewith  a  few  leading 
clergymen  defended  the  privileges  of  the  church, 
a  majority  declared  in  bvour  of  thoie  meafurea 
which  were  agreeable  to  the  king.  Many  prac« 
tices,  which  had  continued  fince  the  Reformation, 
were  condemned ;  many  points  of  difcipline,  which 
had  hitherto  been  reckoned  facred  and  uncontro- 
verted,  were  given  up;  the  licence  with  wiiich 
minifters  difcourfed  of  political  matters,  was  re- 
ftraiaed ;  the  freedom  with  which-  they  invqghed 
againft  particular  perfons  was  cenfured ;  fentences 
of  fummai7..excomnmnication  were  declared  un« 
lawfjU  ;-tl^  convoking  a  general  affembly,  without 
the  king's  permiffion,  was.,  prohibited;  and  the 
righ^.. of.:  nominating  minifters  to  the  principal 
town;,  w«i&  veiled  in  the  crown^  Thus,  the  clergy 
themfelves  furrendered  privileges,  which  it  would 
have  been  dangerous  to  invade,  and  voluntarily 
't'  Ka  fubmitted 
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*Yin.'^  iUbmittcd  to  a  yoke  more  intolerable  than  any 
s — /-*-'  Jwies  would  have  vaitumd  to  impofe  by  force ; 
U92.  ^hile  fuch  as  eontiniied  to  dppofe  his  meafnresi^ 
inftead  of  thar  former  popular  topic  of  the  king's 
violent  encvoachmente  on  a  jorifdifUon  ^hich  ^d 
not  belong  io  him,  were  obliged  to  turn  tbeii«  out* 
cries  s^inft  the  corrupiiona  of  thdr  own  order  *"• 
^Ivd^f^^^  By  the  authority  pf  thefe  general  a&mblies^ 
the  pojpfli  earls  were  allowed  to  make  a 'public 
r^aotalion  of  their  errors;  were  abfolved  from 
the  fentence  of  excommunication ;  and  received 
into  the  bofom  of  the  church.  But^  not  many 
years  after,  ihey  relai^ed  into  their  former  errors, 
were  again  reconciled  to  the  church  of  Rome,  and 
by  thdr  apoftafy  juftifiedi  in  (otm  degree,  the 
fears  aiid  fcrupie^  of  the  clergy  With  regard  to  their 
abfolutioii. 

.  The  minifters  of  Edinburgh  owed  to  the  inter- 
ceffion  of  tbefe  aifembEes  the  liberty  of  returning 
CO  their  charges  in  thecity^  But  this  liberty  vira^ 
clogged  in  fuch  a  mamier  as  greatly  abridged  their 
power;  The  city  was  divided  into  4fiftin£l:  parifties  ; 
the  immherof  minifters  doubled ;  perfom  on  w^bofe 
jgdelitythe  king  could  rely  were  fixed  in  the  new 
parishes  $  and  thefe  cire^Mnftances,  added  to  the 
autfacmty  of  the  late  decrees  of  the  church,  con« 
nibuted  to  confiirm  diat  abfolute  domimon  in  eccle^ 
fiafticd  affairs,  which  Jamesr  poffdfed  duttUg  ^e 
remaiiider  of  bis  reign. 

Ti%£  king  was  fo  intent  on  new  modelitqg  ^e 
churdi^  that  the  other  tranfa^ions  of  ikk  petiod 

*  Spotfv.  4^3.    Csid;ir.  rSj*  aJ5»    >  - 
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iomfi  di^Sas^Jto  be  rep^mbeicd.    THe  O&vfiMB,    ^yns^ 
eovied.  by  the  other  couriiewj  and  fplitting*  into  '"^^-^ 
h£Aw^tmmg\bsm£^^  xtRgntd  rkmir  cMimif*'      *^'^' 
6m  ) ;  fthd  the  ^dmioUliation  of  the  rercnoe  rdC4]m. 
ipg  kiMm  fortMt  xbaxmel,  both  the  king  and  the    ^ 
natkm.  were  derived  of  the  benefit  of  their  regtifaut 
mirimg^  <iecon^my* 

Tqwarbs  the  end  of  the  year,  «  parliaimnt  i>«c»9- 
wag  b^d*^ki  ordei^  to  reftore  Huntly  and  his  aflb*  . 
ciatss  ^to  itheir  eftates  and  honours,  by  rq>ealing 
the  a&iOf  forHture  p^ed  againft  them*  The  au« 
thority  o^^thl$  fupreme  court  was  liket?ifeefii|>byed 
to  mtrodui^e  a  farther  innovation  into  the  chun^h  $ 
bitt,  cof^ooiiaUe  to  the  fyftem  which  tihe  king  had 
aow  adopted^  the.  motion  for  this  parpofe  took 
its  rife  from  the  clergy  themfelves.  As  the  aft  Ecciefeiftiri 
of  geneml  annexation,  and  that  eftabUfliing  the  featinp»r. 
prdfayterian  government,  had  rediaced  the  few 
hifliopesi.  who  ftiU  furvived^  to  poverty  and  con- 
tempt;, as  thofe  who  pc^efied  the  abbeys  and 
piioiie^  were  ftiere  laymen,  and  many  of  them 
tea|^i^  peens,  few  c^  none  of  the  ecdt^aftical 
aid^r  ^fCBiained  lo  voM  in  parliament,  and  bf 
mea%9  ei^  ilmt,  the  influence  of  the  crown  was 
G(»k(iders^y  diaiiBiihed  there,  and  a  proper^  ba? 
lasieato  4h^  power  Wd  number  of  the  nobles  was 
wsinti«gb  :  Bcrt'^  prejodiees  which  the  nation  bad 
conceived  againft  the  name  and  oharafter  o£  bifiiops 
were^  violi^t,  that  Jame»  was.  obliged,  with  the 
viimoQi  ises^f  to  avoid  the  appearance  of  a  defign 
to  revive  that  order.  He  prevailed  therefore  on 
the  commiffioQ  appointed  by  the  laft  general 
afenbly  to  complain  to  the  parliamentt  that  the 
K  3  church 
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*vm^  chunch  was  the  only  body  ia  the  kk^dom  deftir 
%^^^'^f  tute.  of  it9  reprefentatives  in  that  fupreme  ccHirt, 
»s§8i  where  it  fo  nearly  cojicem^d  every  order  to  have 
£>me,  who  were  bound  to  defend  its  rights ;  and 
tp  crave, that  a  competent  number  of  the  clergy 
fi»^uld  be  admitted,  accoiiding  to  aiKu^t  euftom, 
to  a  feat  there,  in  compliance  with  this  requef):, 
an  a&  was  pa&d,  by  which  thofe.  nrniifters,  on 
whom  the  king  ihould  confer  the  vacant  biihop- 
rics  and  abbeys^  were  intitled  to  a  vote  in  par* 
liament;  and  that  the  clergy  might  conceive  no 
jealoufy  of  any  encroachment  upon  th^r  privileges, 
itwas>  remitted  to  the  general  aflembly,  to- deter- 
mine what  fpiritual  jurifdidbn  or  authority  in  the 
government  of  the .  church  thefe  perfons  ihould 
pofTefs*^.  .  '   . 

The  king,  however,  found  it  no  eafy  matter  to 
obtain  the.  concunence  of  the  ecclefiaftical  jjudi- 
catories,  in  which  the  a^  of  parliament  met  with 
a  .fierce  oppofition.  Though  the  ciei^y^  peixeived 
how  mtich  luilre  this  new  privilege  would  refieft 
Vpoti  their  order  'y  though  they  were  xmt  infeoiU^le 
of  the  great  acceffion  of  perS^nal  powei!  imd  dig- 
nity, which  many  of  them  would  acf^fiire,  by  be- 
ing admitt^  into  thefupreme  coundl  of  tl^  ua- 
tioo,  their  abhorrence  of  epifcopacy  fwa&ica^irenie; 
and  to  that  they  &arificed  every  «onr@der94ipii  of 
intereft  oc  ambi^on.  AU  the  king's  profefii^iHUK  of 
regard  hr  the  pveient  cmtAitiition  ol>l^e  church 
did  not  convince  them  of  hia  £i^€i^i;y^;  ail  the 
defices  that  could  be  invented  for  reftraining  and 

t  SpQtfw^4Sp.    ^^^h  '5*  Jac.  yi,  c/aj[5, 
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circumfcrilMBrg  the  juiifdifition    of  liich  as  -were    '^j^* 
to  be  nifei  to  thb  new  hobour^  did  not  dimix^UH  ^^n^v^w 
their  Jealoufy  and  fear.     Their  *  <wm  expeeiBnce     .  ^^^  - 
hi  taught  thmi)  DTith  what  iafinoating  progix& 
ie  biermhy  adranote,  and  tlioi^h'  admitted  at 
firft'uritfi  moderate  authority,  and  under  fpecioos 
preteoites^  how  rapidly  it  extends:  its  dominion«r 
"  Vamifli.  over  this  fdienne,''  faid  .one  of  the  kad-* 
mgctergymen,  "  wkh  what  colours  you  pleafe; 
^  deck  the  intruder  with  the  utmoft  art ;  under  all 
« thi^  ^Kguife,  I  fee  !he  horns  of  his  mitre."     The    . 
fame  fentiments  prevailed  among   many  of  hi^ 
bre&ren,  and  induced  ithem  to  rejeft  power  and 
bonourS)  with  as  much  zeal  as  ever  thc^  of  their 
order  cdurted  them.    Many,  however,  were  al- 
lured by  the  hopes  of  preferment ;  the  king,  him*- 
ielf  and  his   minifiera  employed  the  lam^  arts, 
vhictrthey  had  tried  fo  fuccefs&Uy  laft  year ;  .and 
after  kmg  debates,  and  much  oppofitionv  the  gene* 
ml  sffembly  decbredt  that  it  was  bwfol  i^  mi* 
mftert  td  accqx  of  a  feat  in  parliament ;  that  k.  March?. 
wouldlie  highly  4>eneficiaL  to  the  dmrch,  to  have 
its  repitfc^atives  in  tbat  ft^reme  conrt;  and  that: 
Hty^cme'perfbns,  a  cuimber  nearly  equal  to  that  of 
the  eddlefi^Itics,  who  wene  anciendy  called  :to  paiv 
l^lit^^iiidbe  chofen  from  anuMig  thedetgy 
ior  thit  pui^c^/    The  manner  of  their :  eledion, 
toget^'Wkh  the  powers  tabevefled  in.  them,  wear 
left  undedd^  for  the  prefent^  and  riurniibed  natter 
offa«ur^i<teBbfefSfCion^^.  ^ 

•  Spotfw.  450.    Odd. ».  278.  '  -^     *♦ 
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As  the  pr<4>4&  of  fdtceeding  to  the  ero^  bf 
Englaaddrew  nearer,  Jame»  niuMpIied  jpteeautfeni^ 
jarSSTn-    ^  orftr  to  roider  it  oirtain;    A%ht  9^as  ^Uied  te 
tim'fuc-     '^^^y  *^^  *^  princci  of  Qcrmany  by  his  maitit^, 
cef.  to  gain   be  fcttt  ainbJiirador»'  extraordeftaty'  id  -  theii-f  ^ercA^ 
^n^ianiT     courts/ in  order  to  cxplain^hejtiftnefe^  bis -^te 
ter  the  EnglHh  tttrone,  and  to  defire  thefr  affiftiskeey 
if  any  competitor  fliould  ^arife  to  difp^e  bis  uh- 
doobtfed  rights.     Tlefe' princes  readily  racfcnow* 
lodged  the  eqnicy  of  his  daixn ;  but  the  aid  which 
.    diey  cotild  afibrd  him  was  ditaiit  and  fc^bkr    At 
thd  fkne  time,  Ed^wd  Bruce,  abbot  of  Kiniofe, 
bis  ambafi^dor  at  the  Englifli  ciMirt,  folicited  Mea- 
betHj  wiA  the  utmoft  warrtithv  to  riscogniae  his 
t^le  by  fome  public  dcedi  and  to  defivcr  <her  own 
fubjeOs  fibm  the  talaniiiies  ivKcfa  are  occaficmed 
by*^  nfic€rtaitl  or  difparfed  fuceeffionv     Biit  Age 
had'ftrengthencd  ail^the  paflions  whidf  had.  hitherto 
indiseed  Elizabeth  to  keep  this  great  iqlieftioneb-. 
fcore  and^  Undecided  ;  amJ  a  general  and  evafive 
stofwcr  vm  all  that  Jathes  coirfd  obtain.   Arno  im- 
pveffion  tonid  be  made  onthe^ueei^v  theiambaC* 
fjdor  was  connnanded  td  found  the  di^pofiiion  of 
her  &bjeO!s,  and  to  ^ry  what  progrefe  he  could 
Utslkt  in  igafkang  them,  -  Bracer  poffcffed  all  the  ta-. 
lem8::*of  ifecr^cy,  judgment,  imd  addrefsr,  rcquffiie 
fott  conduding  a  negotiation  no  Icfs-delicate  Htan 
is^Hntant   A  ifmfii^er  of  this  charaSer  wasintdiied. 
to  th«:  ctottfidenoc!  of  the  Knglifh.    Many  of  ^he 
higheft  rank  unbofomed  themfetve^  td.him  wttb- 
out  teferve,  and  gave  him  repeated  affurances  of 
their  refplutiqn  tp  affert  his  H^aftcr's  right,  in  op- 
'  •  pofition 
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fo&Aofk}l9  WGSf  prfiten4^^      As  (eyeral  pam-    book 
phlcscsjjxreve  (difp^vfedy  at  this  tinie^  ia  England,  t,,^v^ 
cootaJniHg  o^e^QHs  to  his  dtle,  James  employed      '^^^ 
ioi^t  I^M^ned  tn^n  m  his  kingdom  to  aofw^r  thefe 
caviUi^^H  w4  toe:i^laiof  the  advantages  which  would 
refttk  to  l^  tuofgdoms  by  the  unbn  of  the  crowns* 
Thefe^  bppks  were  eagerly  read^  and  contributed 
Dot  a  littl^  to  reconcUe  the  EngUfli  to  that  events 
A  boo|(  publifi^ed  this  year  by  the  ktqg  bimlelf, 
produced  an  effed  flUl  more  favourable*    It  was 
indtled   B^H^n  Dorm^  and  contained  precepts 
coQ^rpmg  the  art  pf  government,  addrefied  ta 
pTiBt^  Hcniry  his  fon.    Notwithftanding  the  great 
alterations  and  refinements  in  national  tafte  fin<!e 
that  time,  we  muft  allow  this  to  be  no  contemptible 
performance,  and  not  to  be  inferior  to  the  works 
of  mqfl:  contemporary  vfriters,  ^ther,  in  purity  of 
ftyle  Qr  juftnefs  of  compofition.    Even  the  vain: 
parade  ^of  eruditiofi  with  which  it  abounds,  and 
wbjfii  now  difguils  us,,  raifed  the  admiration  of  that 
age ;  and  as  it  was  J&lled  with  thofe  general  rules, 
wl^ch.  fpwubtive  authors  deliver  for  rendering  a 
natioin  b^ppy,  and  of  which  James  could  difcourfe 
with^reatj^laufibility,,  though  oftei^  incapable  of 
puftii^  tl)em  in  pra^cf,  .the  Engliih  conceived  an    . 
higif.P{»pion  of  his  abilities, .  and  expedbd  an  in* 
ofai^  pf  naippnal  honour  and  profperity^  under  a. 
pn9(i^  fo  profoundly  i^Ucd  in  politics,  and  who 
gave  f^ch  a.  fpjecimen .  both  of  his  wifdom  and  of  his 
l9W$0:bisp^ple?. 

'  John*.  24a- .  \Camd.  Spotfw.  457. 
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*vin  ^  '^^^  qttcen  oF  England's  fentito^ts  concerning 
^.tfP^v-w  James^  were  very  different  from  tbofe  of  her  fub-* 
*>^^  jefls*  His  exccflive  indulgence  towards  the  pojMfli 
]axdsy  the  faciliry  with  wtiich'he  pardbnddf  tiieir 
•  repeated  .treafons;  his  reftormg  Bc^tdii)  the  popUti 
archfaiiiop  of  Glafgow,  who  had  fied  out  of  Se6t- 
iaitdat  theitime  of  the  Refdrmati^5  to  the  pofkf* 
ixoa  of  the  temporalities  of  that  beHiefke ;  the  ap- 
pdnting  him  his  atnbaflikdor  at  the  court  of  Ftance  ; 
the  applaufe  he  beftowed,  in  Che  Bafilicon  Doron, 
on  thofe  who  adhered  to  the  queen^his  mother ;  B^li- 
sabeth  confider^d  as  fo  many  indications  of  a  niitid 
aiimated  from  tbfe  proteftant  religion ;  and  frfpefl- 
ed  that  he  would  foon  revolt  from  the  profeffion  of 
Accirfcs .  ir,  Tbefe  fufpicions  feemed  to-be  fully  confirmed 
f  Jljlmidbg'  by  a  difcovery  which*  came  from  the  mailer  of  Gray, 
VBii6  reiided  at  that  time  in  Italy,  and  who,  rather 
than  fttiFer  his  intriguing  fpirit  to  be  idle,  demeaned 
bimielf  fo  far  as  w  ad  as  a  fpy  for  the  EngUfli  court. 
He  cJdnveyed  to  £iksabeth  the  copy  of  a  leltei*,  written 
b^  James  to  pope  Ctetnent  VIIL  in  which  the  king, 
after  many  expreffions  of  regard  for  that  pontiff,  and 
of  gratitude  for  his  fevours^  deelared  hisfhrm  refo- 
lotion  to  treat  the  Roman  catholics  with  indul- 
goice}  and,  in  order  to  render  the  mtercourfe 
bmsween  the  court  of « Rome  and  Scotland  more 
fiequent  and  fami}iar,  he  iblidted  the  pope  to 
|»romoie  DrummOnd,  hl&op  of  Vaifon,  a  Scoc£» 
man,  to  the  dignity  of  a  cardlaal^.  Elizabeth, 
who  had  received,  by  another  chant^ei  \  fome  inv 

*  Cald.  3 J3.  '  .  ^  Winw.  Mem.  toL  1,  37.  f  a. 
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perfe^  mlell^eMe  of  this  correfpondcnce^  was  ^^^^^ 
filled  with  juft  furprlfe^  and  immediately  dif-  ^■**>w**»i^ 
patched  Bowes  into  Scotland,  to  inquire  more  *^^' 
kllfiniO'  tibe  truth  of  the  macter^.and  to  reproach 
}mes-  for  an  aj^n  fo  unbecoming  u  proteftant 
prince.  He  was  aftoniflied  at  the  accufation, 
and  with  a  coofideace  which  nothing  but  the 
confcioufnefs  of  innocence  could  infpire^  affirmed 
the  ^hoie.  to  be  a  mere  calumny,  and  the  letter 
itfelf  .to  be  forged  by)iis  enemies,  on  purpofe  to 
bnag  his  iincerity  in  religion  to  b«  fufpe^ted. 
Elphingfton,  the.  fecretary  of  (late^  denied  the 
mattar  with  equal  folemnity.  It  came,  however^ 
to  be  kssBOxm  by  a  very  Angular  accident,  which 
happened  fome  years  after,  that  the  information 
which  Elizabeth  had  received  was  well  founded, 
though  at  the  fame  time  the  kiss's  declarations 
of  his  own  innocence,  were  perfeftly  confifteni 
with  truth.  Cardinal  Bellarmine,  in  a  reply 
which  he  publilhed  to  a  controverfial  treatife,  of 
which  the  king  was  the  author,  accufed  him  of 
having  abandoned  the  favourable  fmtimenis  which 
be  had  coice  entertained  of  the  Roman  cathoHc 
rdigi(m,'aiKl9  as  a  proof  of  this,  quoted  his  letter 
to  Clement  VIIL  It  was  impoilible,  any  longer^ 
to  belieire  this  to  be  a  fi£kion ;  and  it  was  a  mat* 
ter  U»  ddicate  to  be  paiTed  over  without  &xi€t 
enquiry*  |ames  immediately  examined  £iphing<» 
fton^and  his  con&fficm  unravelled  the  whole  my<« 
ftery.*  He  ^  acknowleged  that  he  had  (huffled 
in  this  letter  among  other  papers,  which  he  laid 
before  the  king  to  be  figned,  who  fufpeding  no 
fuch  deceit,  fubfcribed  it  together  with  the  reft, 
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and  without  knowing  Vfhzt  it  coatained }  >  t)m  he 
bad  no  other  motive,  however,  to  this  adion, 
bujt  zeal  for  his  majedy's  fervice ;  an^^  by  fiatr 
tering  the  Roman  catholics  with  hopes  of  in* 
dulgence  under  the  king's  government,  he  ima* 
gined  that  he  was  paving  the  way  for  his*  more 
eafy  acceffion  to  the  Englifh  throne.  The  privy 
cojundl  of  England  entertained  very  dii!erent  fen- 
timehts  of  the  fecrerary's  conduft.  In  their  opi- 
nion, not  only  the  king's  reputation  had  been  ex* 
pofed  to  reproach,  but  his  life  to  danger,  by  this 
rafh  impofture ;  they  even  imputed  the  gun-pow- 
der treafon  to  the  rage  and  difappointment  of  the 
papifts,  upon  finding  that  the  hopes  which.this  let- 
ter' infpired,  were  fruftrated.  The  fecretary  was 
fent  a  prifoner  into  Scotland,  to  be  tried  for  high 
treafon.  His  peers  found  him  guilty,  but,  by  the 
queen's  interceiEon,  he  obt;3ined  a  pardon*". 

According  to  the  account  of  other  hiftorians, 
James  himfelf  was  no  ft  ranger  to  this  correfpond- 
eiice  with  the  pope  ;  and,  if  we  believe  theni^.  EU 
phingfton,  being  intimidated  by  the  threats  qf  the 
Engliih  council,  and  deceived  by  the  artifices  of 
the  earl  of  Dunbs^r,  concealed  fome  circuniftances 
in  his  narrative  of  thi$  tranfadion,  and  falfified 
others ;  and  at  the  expence  of  bis  own.  fame,  and 
with  the  danger  of.  his  life,  endeavoured  to  draw, 
a  veil  over  this  part  of  his  mafter's  coiiduft  \  . 

But  whether  we  impute  the  writing  of  this,  letter 
to  the  fecretary's  officious  zeal,  or  to  the  king's 
command,  it  is  certain,  that,  about  this  time,  James 

*  State  Trials,  vol.  i.  429.     Spotfw.  456.  507.    Johnft*  448. 

*  Cald.  vol.  V.  321.  vi,  147. 
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was  at  the  utmoft  pains  to  gain  the  firiendihip  of   ^^.^.^ 
the  S;oman  catHolic  princes,  as^  a  neceffary  pre-  ^.^^,-^^0 
caarion  towards  facilitating  his   acceffion  to  thq      •♦^ 
EnglHh  throne.     Lord  Home,   who  was  himfelf        f 
a  papift,   was  intrufted  with  a  fecret  commifliori 
to  the  pope  "* ;   the  archbifliop  of  Glafgow   was 
an  2f£five  inftrument   with  thofe  of  his  own  reli- 
gion!".    The  pope  exprcffed  fuch  favourable  fen- 
timents  both  of  the  king,  and  of  his  right  to  the 
CTOw^  of  England,   that  James   thought  himfelf 
bound,  fome  years  after,  to  acknowledge  the  obli- 
gation in  a  public  manner  ^     Sir  James  Lindfay 
made  great  progrefs  in  gaining  the  Englilh  papifts 
to  acknowledge  his  Majefty's  title.     Of  all  thefe 
intrigues  Elizabeth  received    obfcure  hints  froni 
diffisre^t    quarters.      The    more    impcrfedly  flie 
knew,  the  more  violently  (he  fufpefted  the  king's 
defigm ;  and  the  natural  jealoufy  of  her  temper  in- 
creafing  with  age,  flie  obferved  his  conduft  with 
grieater  folicitude  than  ever. 

Tfeifi  queftioh^  with  regard  to  the  eleSion  and       icoo. 
poVer  of  the  reprefentatives  of  the  church,  were  HiT^g^-* 
finally  decided  this  year  by  the  general  affembly,  ;^'g7J^*;.„e 
whith  met  at  Montrofe.    That  place  was  chofen  ^^^^'^h- 
as  mbft  convenient  for  the  minifters  of  the  north, 
zxtimg    whom  tb^  king's   influence  chiefly  lay. 
Akfaou^  great  humbers  reforted  from  the  north- 
cnt  provinces,  and  the  king  employed  his  wliole 
interefty  and  the  authority  of  his  own  prefence,  to 
gAi  ,a  liMijority,  the  following  regulations  were 
wiAt   difficulty   agreed  on.      That    the    geberal 

*  Wiiiw.  Mem.  ▼©!.  ii.  57.  "  Cald.  voL  vi.  147. 
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'vin^  aflembly  fhall  recommend  fix  perftms  to  €vciy 
^.^^,-'— I  vacant  benefice,  which  gave  a  title  to  a  feat  in 
^^^  parliament,  out  of  whom  the  king  (hould  nomi- 
i  nate  one ;  that  the  perfon  fo  eleded,  after  oi^tain- 
ing  hfs  feat  in  parliament,  (hall  neither  propofe 
nor  confent  to  any  thing  there,  that  may  afFe£t 
the  intereft  of  the  church,  without  fpecial  in- 
ftruftions  to  that  purpofe;  that  he  fhall  be  an- 
fwerable  for  his  conduct  to  every  general  affeni- 
bly;  and  fubmit  to  its  cenfure,  without  a]^al) 
upon  pain  of  infamy  and  excommunication ;  that 
he  fhall  difcharge  the  duties  of  a  paflor^  in.  a  parti* 
cular  congregation;  that  he  fhall  not  ufurp  any 
ecclefiaftical  jurifdi£Uon,  fuperior  to  that  of  his 
other  brethren ;  that  if  the  church  infliQ:  on  him 
the  cenfure  of  deprivation,  he  fhall  thereby  for- 
feit his  feat  in  parliament ;  that  he  fhall  annually 
refign  his  commiflion  to  the  general  a&mbly, 
which  may  be  reflored  to  him,  or  not,  as  the  af- 
fembly,  with  the  king's  approbation,  fhall  judge 
moft  expedient  for  the  good  of  the  church^. 
Nothing  could  be  more  repugnant  to  the  idea  of 
epifcopal  government;  than  thefe  regulation$.  It 
was  not  in  confequence  of  rights  derived  from 
their  office,  but  of  powers  conferred  hy  a  com* 
miffion,  that  the  ecclefiaftical  perfc^s  were  to  be 
admitted  to  a  feat  in  parliameat;  th^  wttfi  the 
reprefeiitatives,  not  the  fuperi<H'S^  of  the  clei^gy^ 
Deftitute.of  all  fpiritual  authority,  even  thdr  d^ 
jurifdi^on  was  temporaiy.  Jaipe^v  hpwever^  Jit- 
tered himfelf  that  they  would  feon  be  ftbk  tn  fkstiat. 

^  Spotfw,  453.  457*    Cald.  yoU  v»  368^ 
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off  ttefc  tetiehr  a»d'  gradually  aeqiibe  all  the    ^^^f^f- 
privil^es » which  belonged  ta  the  epHcopal  order.   '■^■"■-^^ 

f  The  dergjr  dreaded  the  fame  thing  5  and  of  courfe  *^**^ 
he  G(mended  for  the  nomination  of  thefe  comt- 
raiffianefs,  and  they  oppofed  ir,  not  fo  much  on 
account  of  the  powers'  then  vefted  m  them,  as  of 
thofe  to  which  it  was  believed  they  would  foon 
atdn% 

DxiRiNo   this   funlmer  the    kingdom    enjoyed  Gowr«'t 
an  un^tfiial  tranquillity.     The  clergy,-  after  many  ^''"  ^""^^ 

I  ftniggles,  were  brought  under  great  fubje£tion; 
the  popifti  earls  were  reftorcd  to  their  eftates  and 
honour!,  by  the  authority  of  parliament,  and 
with  the  confent  of  the  church ;  the  reft  of  the 
nobles  were  at  peace  among  themfclves,  and  obe- 
dient to  the  royal  authority ;  when,  in  the  midft 
of  thra  fecurity,  the  king's  life  was  expofed  to  the 
utmoft  dangw,  by  a  confpiracy  altogether  unex- 
pefted,  and  almoft  inexplicable.  The  authors  of 
it  were  John  Ruthven,  earl  of  Gowrie,  and  his 
brother  Alexander,  the  fons  of  that  earl  >  who 
was  beheaded  in  the  year  one  thoufand  five  hun- 
dred  and  eighty-four.  Nature  had  adorned  both 
thefe  •  young  men,  efpecially  the  elder  brother, 
^  many  aecotnplifliments,  to  which  education 
had  added  itf  moft  elegant  improvements.  More 
brned  -Aan  is  ofvitf  among  perfons  of  thdt 
rank  J  mbtt  religipus  than  is  common  at  then: 
age  (tf  fife ;  geteferouS,  brave,  popular ;  their  coun- 
trywenj  fef  l&om^  lhinkin|;  them  capable  of  any 
atkoGS6u»  <»ito^  ttmceived  the  moil  fanguine 
Jjopei  <tf  their   carl^   virtues,      Notwithftanding 

^  ?  Spotfw.  454. 
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^vui^  all  theTe  noble  quafides,  fome  unkAoim  fnoti?e 
engaged  them  in  a  confpiracy,  whidi,  if  we  adhere 
to  the  account  commonly  received,  muft  ^  tranf* 
mitted  to  pofterity,  as  one  of  the  moft  wids»l,  as 
well  as  one  of  the  worft  concerted,  of  which  hiftory 
makes  any  mention. 

On  the  fifth  of  Augult,  as  the  king,  who  re- 
fided  during  the  hunting  feafon  in  his  palace  of 
Falkland,  was  going  out  to  his  fport  early  in  the 
morning,  he  was  accofted  by  Mr,  Alexander 
Ruthven,  who,  with  an  air  of  great  importance, 
told  the  king,  that  the  evening  before  he  had  met 
an  unknown  man,  of  a  fufpicious  afpeQ,  walking 
alone  in  a  by-path,  near  his  brother's  houfe  at 
Perth ;  and  on  fearching  him,  had  found,  under 
his  cloak,  a  pot  filled  with  a  great  (quantity  of  fo- 
reign gold ;  that  he  had  immediately  feized  both 
him  and  his  treafure,  and,  without  communicating 
the  matter  to  any  perfon,  had  kept  him  confined 
and  bound  in  a  folitary  houfe }  and  that  he  thought 
it  his  duty  to  impart  fuch  a  Angular  event  firft  of 
all  to  his  majefty.  James  immediately  fufpe£ted 
this  unknown  perfon  to  be  a  feminary  prieft,  fup- 
plied  with  foreign  coin,  in  order  to  excite  new 
commotions  in  th^  kingdom  i  and  refolye^  to  itq- 
power  the  magiftrates  of  Perth,  to  (;s\\  the  perfon 
^fore  them,  and  enquire  into,aU  0e,^rj:uiQtftances 
of  the  itory.\  Ruthven  violently  ^QBpffed .  t|)is 
refolution,  and  vdih  many  afguopefits  jorg^  the 
king  to  ride  dirediy  to  Pfsrib,  wd  -tfi  esfxam 
the  matter  in-  perfon*  MeiQwhite  fh^  €lia<9e  be- 
gan; and  James,  mtvitkilt^Ji/^ 
that  amufement,  could  not  help  rumimllng  vpon 
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the  ftrax^genefs.  of  th«  tale,  and  on  Huxhren's  im-  -  ^^j^^ 
port^nu^.  At  laft,  he  galled  hiiA,  and  promifed,  *  ' 
when^jtbe  fpcit  was,. over,  to  fet  out  for  Perth. 
The  coace^  however,  continued  long ;  and  Ruth- 
ven,' who  all  the  while  kept  clofe  by  the  king,  was 
ftill  urging  him  to  make  hafte.  At  the  death  of 
the  buck  he  would  not  allow  James  to  ftay  till  a 
frefh  hdrfe  was  brought  him  j  and  obferving  the 
duke  of  Lennox  and  the  earl  of  Mar  preparing  to 
accompany  the  king,  he  entreated  him  to  coun- 
termand them-  This  James  refufed  5  and  though 
Ruthven's  impatience  and  anxiety,  as  well  as  the 
apparent  perturbation  in  his  whole  behaviour, 
vaifed  fpm^  fufpicions  in  his  mind;  yet  his  own 
curioiity,  and  Ruthven's  folicitations,  prevailed  on 
bim  to  fet  out  for  Perth.  When  within  a  mile  of 
the  town,  Ruthven  rode  forward  to  inform  his  bro- 
ther of  the  king's  arrival,  though  he  had  already 
difpatched  two  meffengers  for  that  purpofe.  At  a 
little  diftatice  from  the  town,  the  carl,  attended  by 
fereral  6f  the  citizeitis,  met. the  king,  who  had 
only  twenty  perfons  in  his  train.  No  preparations 
were\niade  for  the  king's  entertainment ;  the  earl 
appeared  penfive  and  embarraffed,  and  was  at  no 
pains^tq*' atpne,  by  his  courtefy  or  hofpitality,  for 
the  Kid  (life. with  which  he  treated  his  guefts.  When 
thelaiii^S  repaft  was  over,  his  attendants  were  led 
td  dmte'Hii  '^mother  room,  and  he  being  left  alraoft 
rian4*'^'*^vcii  whUpe'red  him,  that  now  was  the 
tiW'ici'go'to  the  chamber  where  the  unkno\;m 
pet^  Waft'  kept.  James  commanded  him  to  bring 
fv  IThi^as  '&{kme  along  with  chem ;  but,  ihllead 
of  thttt;  Rutl^eai  ordeired  him  not  to  follow :  and 
yoi^HIi*'*'  "'  '•/■-'        L  conduding 
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'^viit*^    condufting   the   king  up  a  ftalr^afe,   and   then 
V— ^v-*-'  through  feveral  apartments,  the  doors  of  which  he 
'^°*'*      locked  behind  him,  led  him  at  laft  into  a  fmall 
ftudy,  in   which  there  flood  a  man  clad   in   ar- 
mour,  with  a  fword  and  dagger  by  his  fide.     The 
king,  who  expefted  to  have  found  one  difarmed 
and  bound,  ftarted  at  the  fight,  and  inquired  if 
this  was  the  perfon ;  but  Ruthven  fnatching  the 
dagger  from  the  girdle  of  the  man  in  armour,  and 
holding  it  to  the  king's  breaft,  "  Remember,"  faid 
he,  "  how   unjuftly  my  father  fuffered  by  your 
**  command ;  you   are  now  my  prifoner  j  fubmit 
*'  to   my  difpofal   without   refiftance   or  outcry ; 
"  or  this  dagger  (hall  inftantly  avenge  his  blood/' 
James  expoftulated  with  Ruthven,  intreated,  and 
flattered  him.     The  man  whom  he  found  in  the 
ftudy  ftood,  all  the  while,  trembling  and'  difmayed, 
without  courage  either  to  aid  the  king,  or  to  fecond 
his  aggreffor.    Ruthven  protefted,  that  if  the  king 
raifed   no   outcry,    his  life  Ihould   be   fafe;  and, 
moved  by  fome  unknown  reafon,  retired  in  order 
to  call  his  brother,  leaving  to  the  man  in  armour 
the  care  of  the  king,  whom  he  bound  by  oath  not  to 
make  any  noife  during  his  abfence. 

While  the  king  was  in  this  dangerous  fitua- 
tion,  his  attendants  growing  impatient  to  know 
whither  he  had  retired,  one  of  Gowrie's  domef- 
tics  entered  the  room  haftily,  and  told  them^  that 
the  king  had  juft  rode  away  towards  Falkland.  All 
of  them  rulhed  out  into  the  ftreet ;  and  the  earl, 
in  the  utmoft  hurry,  called  for  their  horfes.  But 
by  this  time  his  brother  had  returned  to  the  king, 
5fnd  fwe^ring  that  now  there  was  no  remedy,  he 
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iriufl:  die,  offered  to  bind  liis  hands,  tlnatmed  *vin^ 
as  James  was,  he  fcorned  to  fubmit  to  that  in- 
dignity ;  and  clofing  with  the  affaflin,  a  fierce 
ftruggle  enfued.  The  man  in  armour  ftood,  as 
formerly,  amazed  and  motionlefs ;  and  the  kingj 
dragging  Ruthven  towards  a  window,  which  dun- 
ring  his  abfence  he  had  perfuaded  the  perfpn  with 
whom  he  was  left  to  open,  cried,  with  a  wild  and 
affrighted  voice,  "  Treafon !  Treafon !  Help !  I 
"  am  murdered !  *'  His  attendants  heard,  and  knew 
the  voice ;  and  faw,  at  the  window,  a  hand  which 
grafped  the  kind's  neck  with  violence.  They 
flew  with  precipitation  to  his  affi fiance,  Lennox 
and  Mar,  with  the  greater  number,  ran  up  the 
principal  flair-cafe,  where  they  found  all  the  doors 
fliut,  which*  they,  battered  with  the  utmoft  fury, 
endeavouring  to  burft  them  open.  But  fir  John 
Ramfey,  entering  by  a  back-ftair,  which  led  to 
the  apartment  where  the  king  was,  found  thfe 
door  open ;  and  ruftiing  upon  Ruthven,  who  was 
ftill  flruggling  with  the  king,  ftruck  him  twice 
with  his  dagger,  and  thrufl:  him  towards  the  ftaif* 
cafe,  where  fir  Thomas  Erfkine  and  fir  Hugli 
Harries  met,  and  killed  him ;  he  crying  with  his 
laft  breath,  "  Alas !  I  am  not  to  blame  for  this 
"  adUon."  During  this  fcuffle,  the  man  who  had 
been  concealed  in  the  ftudy  efcaped  unobferved* 
Together  with  Ramfey,  Erlkine,  and  Herries,  one 
Wilfon,  a  footman,  entered  the  room  where  the 
king,  was,  and  before  they  had  time  to  fliut  the 
door,  Gowrie  ruihed  in  with  a  drawn  fword  in  each 
hand,  followed  by  feven  of  his  attendants  well 
armed,  and  with  a  loud  voice  threatened  them  all 
L  a  with 
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*vin^    Wth  inilant  death.     They  immediately  thruftthc 
iing  into  the  little  ftudy,  and  fliutting  tbe  door 
vpon  him,  encountered  the  earl.    NotA^thftand- 
ing  the  inequality  of  numbers,  fir  John  Ramfey 
pierced    Gowrie  though   the  heart,  and   he  fell 
down  dead  without  uttering  a  word  ;  his  followers 
having  received  feveral  wounds,  immediately  fled. 
Three  of  the  king's  defenders  were  likewife  hurt 
in  the  conflift.      A  dreadful  noife  continued  ftill  at 
the  oppofite  door,  where  many  perlbns  laboured 
in  vain  to  force  a  paffage;  and  the  king  being 
affured  that  they  were  Lennox,  Mar,  and  his  other 
friends,  it  was  opened  on  the  infide.     They  ran  to 
the   king,  whom   they   unexpeftedly  found  fafe, 
with  tranfports  of  congratulation ;  and  he,  falling 
on  his  knees,  with  all  his  attendants  around  him, 
offered  folemn  thanks  to  God  for  fuch  a  wonderful 
deliverance.     The  danger,  however,  was  not  yet 
ever.     The  inhabitants  of  the  townr,  whofe  pro- 
voft  Gowrie  was,  and  by  whom  he  was  extremely 
beloved,  hearing  the  fate  of  the  two  brothers,  ran 
to  their  arms,  and  furrounded  the  houfe,  threaten- 
ing revenge,  with  many  infolent  and  oj^obilous 
fpeeches  againfl:  the  king.     James  endeavoured  to 
pacify  the  enraged  maihitudfe,  by  fpeaking  to  them 
from  the  window  j  be  admitted  their  magiftrates 
into  the  houfe;  related  to  diem  all  the  circum- 
Aances  of  the  fad  ;  and,  their  fury  fubfiding  by 
/degrees,  they  difperfed.     On  fearcfaiag  the  earl's 
pockets  for  papers  that  might  4ifcover  bis  de6gi)s 
and  accomplices,  nothing  was  £bttnd  buiv^  fmall 
pavchiaeQt  bag,  full  of  magical   chara6kers  and 
words  of  enchMitment  j  and,  Jf  we  may  t^eUeve  the 
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account  of  the  conlpiracy  publifhed  by  the  king,    book 
^^  while  thefe    were   about  him,    the   wound  of  <^i*^-i^ 
"  which  he  died  bled  not ;  but  as  foon  as  they      *^^ 
"  were  taken  away,  the  blood  guihed  out  in  great 
"  abundance/*     After  all  the  dangerous  adven*' 
tares  of  this  bufy  day,  the  king  returned  in  the 
evening  to  Falkland,  having  committed  the  dead 
bodies  of  the  two  brothers  to  the  cuftody  of  the 
magiftrates  of  Perth. 

Notwithstanding  the  minute  detail  which  the  Themotives 
king  gave  of  all  the  circumftances  of  this  confpi-  rpimo^^'n^ 
racy  againft  his  life,  the  motives  which  induced  the  p^jiXS!' 
two  brothers  to  attempt  an  adion  fo  deteftable, 
the  end  they  had  in  view,  and  the  accomplices 
on  whofe  aid  they  depended,  were  altogether  un- 
known.  The  words  of  Ruthven  to  the  king  gave 
feme  grounds  to  think  that  the  defire  of  revenging 
their  father's  death  had  inftigated  them  to  this 
attempt.  But,  whatever  injuries  their  father  had 
fuffered,  it  is  fcarcely  probable  that  they  could 
impute  them  to  the  king,  whofe  youth,  as  well 
a$  his  fubjedion  at  that  time  to  the  violence  of  a 
faftioa,  exempted  him  from  being  the  objeft  of 
refentmeaty  on  account  of  a£tions  which  were  not 
don^  by  his  command,  James  had  even  endea* 
vouved  to  repi^r  the  wrongs  which  the  father  had 
fuffered,  by  benefits  to  his  children  j  and  Gowrie 
himCelf,.  fenfible  of  bis  favour,  had  acknowledged 
it  with,  the  warmeft  expreffions  of  gratitude. 
Three  of  the  earPs  attendants,  being  convided 
of  afiifting  him  in  thiis  aiTault^on  the  king's  fer^ 
vants,,  were  executed  at  Perth ;  but  they  could  give- 
uo-  light  into  the  motives  which  bad  prompted 
L  3  their 
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BOOK  their  matter  to  an  aSion  fo  repugnant  to  thefe 
Vi^-v-w  acknowledgments.  Diligent  fearch  was  made  for 
^^°"  the  perfon  concealed  in  the  ftudy,  and  from  him 
great  difcoveries  were  expefted.  But  Andrew  Hen- 
derfon,  the  earl's  fteward,  who,  upon  a  promife  of 
pardop,  confeffed  himfelf  to  be  the  man,  was  as 
much  a  ftranger  to  his  matter's  defign  as  the  reft  ; 
and  though  placed  in  the  ttudy  by  Gowrie's  com- 
mand, he  did  not  even  know  for  what  end  that  fta- 
tion  had  been  afligned  him.  The  whole  tranfadlion 
remained  as  impenetrably  dark  as  ever ;  and  the 
twQ  brothers,  it  was  concluded,  had  concerted  their 
fcheme  without  either  confident  or  accomplice,  with 
unejfampled  fecrecy  as  well  as  wickednefs. 
Sprot'sdifr.        ^jj  accident,  no  lefs  ftranee  than  the  other  cir- 

coveries  r  n  • 

<:onceriimg  'cumftances  of  the  ttory,  and  which  happened  nine 
years  after,  difcovered  that  this  opinion,  however 
plaufible,  was  ill-founded ;  and  that  the  two  bro- 
thers  had  not  carried  on  their  machinations  all 
alone.  One  Sprot,  a  notary,  having  whifpered 
among  feveral  perfons  that  he  knew  fome  fecrets 
relating  to  Cowrie's  confpiracy,  the  privy  council 
thought  the  matter  worthy  of  their  attention,  and 
drdered  him  to  be  feized.  His  confeffion  was 
partly  voluntary,  and  partly  forced  from  Him  by 
torture.  According  to  his  account,  Logan  of 
Reftalrig,  a  gentleman  of  an  opulent  fortune,  but 
"of  diffolute  morals,  was  privy  to  all  Gowrie's  in* 
tendons,  and  an  accomplice  in  his  crimei.  Mf, 
Ruthven,  he  faid,  had  frequent  interviews  with 
Logan,  in  order  to  concert  the  plan  of  their  ope* 
rations  j  the  earl  had  correfponded  with  him  to 
iht  fame  purpofe  j  and  one  Boiir^  Logan's  confi- 
'    •        '  6  dent, 
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dent,  was  trufted  with  the  fecret,  and  carried  the    book 

VIII 

letters  between  them.      Both   Logan  and  Bout:  -,,-,-l_r 

were  now  dead.     But  Sprot  affirmed  that  he^ad      *^^- 

read  letters  written  both  by  Gowrie  and  Logan 

on  that  occafion;    and   in   confirmation    of  his 

teftimony,  feveral  of  Log^n^s  letters,  which  a  cu» 

riofity  fatal   to   himfelf  had   prompted   Sprot   to 

fteal  from  among  Bour's  papers^  were  produced*. 

Thefe  were  compared,  by  the  privy  council,  with 

papers  of  Logan's    hand-writing,   and  the  refem* 

blancc  was  manifeft.     Perfons  of  undoubted  credit, 

and  well-qualified  to  judge  of  the  matter,  examined 

them,  and   fwore  to   their  authenticity.      Death 

itfelf  did   not  exempt  Logan  from  profecution ; 

his  bones  were  dug  up  and  tried  for  high  treafon,* 

and,  by  a  f^titence,  equally  odious  and  illegal',' 

his 

'  Logan's  letters  were  five  in  number.  One  to  Bour,  another 
to  Gowricy  and  three  of  them  without  any  dire&ion  ;  nor  could 
Sprot  difcover  the  name  of  the  pcrfon  to  whom  they  were  writ- 
ten.    Logan  gives  him  the  appellation  of  Right  Honourable,. 
It  appears  from  this,  however,  and  from  other  words  in  the  • 
letter,  Crom*  95.  that  there  were  feveral  perfons  privy  to  the^ 
coDfptracy.  The  date  of  the  firft  letter  is  July  i8th.  Mr.  Ruth- . 
Tea  had  ccnnmunicated  the  matter  to  Logan  only  five  days 
before.     Ibid.     It  appears  from  the  original  fummons  of  for" 
fduliure  againii  Login's  heirs^  that  Bour,  though  he  had  let- 
ten  addrefled  to  him   with  regard  to  a    con  f piracy  equally 
dangerous  and  important,  was  fo  illiterate  that  he  could  not 
read.  '  ^  Jacobus  Bour,  literarum  prorfus  ignarus,  didi  Geor* 
"  gii  opera  in  iegendis   omnibus  fcriptis  ad  eum  miflis,  vel 
^  pertinentibus,  utebatur.''     This  is  altogether  flrange ;  and 
Dotbing  but  the  capricious  charader  of  Logan  can  account 
far  his  cbufi-.ig  fucfa  a  confident. 

'  By  the'  Roman  li^,  perfons  iguilty  of  the  crime  of  high 

treafon  might  be  tried  even  after  death.    This  pradi^e  was 

\      .  L  4  adopted 
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*vm  ^    ^^^  l^s  were  forfeited,  and  his  pofterity  dechured 

Km^^^^'-^i^  infamous^     Sprot  was  conijemned  to  he  hanged 

^^^^      for  mifprifion  of  treafon.     Re  adhered  to  hb  jcofir 

feffion  to  the  lad,  and  having  promifed,  on  the 

adopted  by  the  Scots,  without  any  limitation.  Pari.  i54o» 
c.  69.  But  the  unlimited  cxercife  of  this  power  was  foon  con- 
ceived to  be  dangerous;  and  the  crown  was  laid  under  proper 
rcftriAions,  by  an  aft  A.D.  1542,  which  has  never  been  printed. 
The  words  of  it  are,  "  And  becaufe  the  faid  lords  (i.  c  the 
lords  of  articles)  think  the  faid  aft  (viz.  in  1540)  too  general, 
and  prejudicial  to  the  barons  iil  the  realm,  therefore  (iatutes 
and  ordains  that  the  faid  aft  (hall  have  no  pkce  in  time  coming, 
but  againft  the  heirs  of  them  that  notorioufly  commit  or  fhall 
commit  lefe  m^j^fty  againft  the  kind's  perfon,.  againft  the 
realm  for  averting  the  fame^  and  againft  them  that  ftiall  happen 
to  betray  the  king's  army  allenarly,  and  being  notorioufly  known 
in  their  time :  and  the  heirs  of  tbefe  perfons  to  be  called  and 
judged  within  five  years  after  the  dcceafe  of  the  faid  perfons 
committers  of  the  faid  crimes ;  and  the  faid  time  bqing  by-paft, 
the  faid  heirs  never  to  be  purfued  for  the  fame."  The  fen- 
tenee  agaiftft  Logan  violated  this  ftat^te  in  two  particulars. 
He  was  not  notourLy  known  during  hio  life  to  be  an  accomplice 
in  the  crime  for  whicb  be  was  tried ;  and  \m  heir  was  called  in 
queftion  more  than  five  years  after  his.  death.  It  ia  remarkable 
that  this  ftatute  feemt  not  to  heave  been  attended  to  io  the  par- 
liament which  forfeited  Logan.  Another  fin guJar  circumftance 
defevvts  notice.  A«  it  is*  a  maxaaf  of  juftice  that  no  perfon 
c^tk  be  tried  in  abfence  ;  and*  as  lawyer*  are  always  tenacious  of 
their  forms,  an4  often  aboard  in>  tfaeic  devices  for  preferving 
theai,  tbe)"' contrived  tliat,  in  any  p«oceffr  againU  a  dead  per- 
fcuiv  hi»  os»fpf(%  or  boiies  (hall  be  j^trefented  at  the  bdr.  Ex- 
amples of  tbis  occur  fneqaently  i«.  the  Scottiftt  hiftory*  After 
theba^tfeof  Gorricbkf  the  dead  body  of  the  earl  of  Huiittly 
wa«  pr^feiited  u»  parbafnent^  •  befbre  Sentence  of  fmrfaukwRe  ytM 
p«»90Qn9ed  agiuail  baiQib  Fm  the  fame  treafon.  the  bodies  of 
Oowm  aiMl  Iu9-  J^vothev  were  peefcitved,  in.  onder  t4at  4tey 
'  wight  be  produced,  in  pirltameat*.  Logaof&  booes»  ra^oiin«> 
plHMMC:  witk  the  fimw  nik»  wife  dng  afu  Madtesft*  Cnm. 
Xaw,  Book  if.  'rit.  6.\xu 
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fcaffbld,  to  give  the  fpefliators  a  fign  in  confinna-  aooK 

tion  of  the  truth  of  what  he  had  depofed,  he  thrice  .^^,^v^ 
clapped  his  bands  after  he  was  thrown  oflF  the  lad-      ^^ 
der  by  the  exeaitioner  \ 

'  It  appears  that  archbiihop  Spotfwood  was  prcfeat  st  the 
execution  of  Sprot,  Cram.  115.  and  yet  he  fecma  to  hfve  gifreo 
no  credit  to  his  difcoveraes.  The  maoner  ia  wjuch.  he  fpeaks  of 
him  is  remarkable :  "  Whether  or  not  I  (hould  mention  the  ar- 
"  raignment  and  execution  of  George  Sprot,  who  fufFered  at 
"  Edinburgh,  I  am  doubtful.  His  confefiion,  though  voluntary 
"  and  conftant,  carrying  fmall  probability.  The  man  depofed» 
**  &c.  It  feemed  to  be  a  very  fidioo^  and  a  mere  inventioa  of 
*'  the  man's  own  brain,  for  neither  did  he  (hew  the  letter,  nor 
"  could  any  wife  man  think  that  Gowrie,  who  went  about  the  trca- 
**  fon  fo  fecretly,  would  have  communicated  the  matter  to  Aieh 
*'  a  man  as  Logan  was  knowa  to  be."  p.  508*  ^ocfwood 
could  not  be  ignorant  of  the  fiplemnity  with  which  Logan  had 
been  tried,  and  of  the  proof  brought  of  the  authenticity  of  his 
letters.  He  himfelf  was  probably  prefent  in  parliament  at  the 
trial.  The  earl  of  Dunbar,  of  whom  he  always  fpeaks  with 
the  hig^heft  refped,  was  the  perfon  who  directed  the  procefs  againft 
Logan.  Such  a  peremptory  declaration  agaioft  the  truth  of 
Sprot's  evidence,  notwithftanding  all  tfaefe  circumilances,  ia  for* 
prifiog.  Sir  Thqma^  Hamilton^  the  king's  advocate  at  that 
time,  and  afterwards  earl  of  Hadington,  reprefents  the  proof  pro* 
duced  at  Logan's  trial  as  extremely  convinciilg  ;  and  in  an  ori- 
ginal letter  of  bis  to  the  king,  the  21ft  lof  Jun«  1609,  (in  BibL 
Factilt.  Jund.)  aliber  naeBtiamfig  the  manner  ra.  which  the  trial 
had  been  condu£ied^  he-  thua  go««  on : 

**  IVhen  the  probation  of  the  fummons  was  referred  to  the 
lords  of  articles  votes,  they  found  uniformly,  all  in  one  voice, 
the  (aid  fummons  to  be  fo  clearly  proved,  that  they  feemed  to  con- 
tead  who  ibottld  be  able  moik  zealoufly  t«  exprefs  the  faibs&dioil 
oF  hb  h^rtft.  qot^only  hy  thfi  mpH  pitb^  words^  but  by  tears  of 
joy;  ^Hcrk of. the  beft'^rank  cottfieObgy  that*  that whoreof  they* 
doubted  at  their  entry  iqto  the  houfe  was  now.fo  mantfeft,  that 
thej  brhoved  to  efteem  them  traitors  who  (hould  any  longer  re- 
fttfie  to  dcckre  their  affuredrefbliilioii  of  tJkc  t»th  of  that  trea^ 
Con." 
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»^^J>K        But  thoQgh  it  be  thus  nnexpeaedly  difcovered 
that  Gowrie  did  not  aft  without  affociatcs,  litllc 
additional  light  is   thrown,  by  this  difcovery,  on 
the  motives  and  intention  of  his  conduft.     It  ap- 
pears   almoft    incredible    that    two    young    men 
of   fuch    diftinguiflied  virtue   {hould  revolt  all   at 
once  from  their  duty,    and   attempt   a  crime   fo 
atrocious  as   the  murder  of  their   fovcreign.      It 
appears   ftill  more  improbable,    that   they  (hould 
have   concerted   their    undertaking   with   fo   little 
forefight  and  prudence.     If  they  imended  that  the 
deed  fhould  have  remained  concealed,  they  could 
not  have  chofen  a  more  improper  fcene  for  exe- 
cuting it,  than  their  own  houfe.     If  they  intend- 
ed that  Henderfon  fhould  have  ftruck  the  blow, 
they  could  not  have  pitched  on  a  man.  more  defti- 
tute  of  the  courage  that  muft  direft  the  hand  of 
an  affaffin ;  nor  could  they  expeft  that  he,  un- 
folicited,    and    unacquainted   with    their  purpofe, 
Would  venture    on  fuch    a^  defperate    aftion.      If 
Ruthven  meant  to  ftab  the  king  with   his   own 
hand,  why   did  he  withdraw  the   dagger,  after  it 
was  pointed  at  his  breaft  ?     How  could  he  leave 
the  king  after  fuch  a  plain  declaration  of  his  in- 
tention ?  Was  it  not  prepofterous  to  commit  him 
to  the  keeping  of  fuch  a  timid  affociate  as  Hen- 
derfon?   For  what  purpofe   did    he  wafte    time 
in  binding  the  hands  of  an  unarmed  man,  whom 
he  might  eafily  have  difpatched  with  his  fword  ? 
Had    Providence     permitted     them     to    embrue 
their    hands    in    the    blood  of   their    fovereign, 
yrhat  advantage  could  have  accrued  to   th§m  by 
bis  death  ?  and  what  claims  or  pretenfions  could 
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they  have  oppofed  to  the  rights  of  his  children*?    book 
inevitable  and  inftant  vengeance,    together  with  *_^—^ 
perpetual  infamy,  were  the  only  confequences  they       ^^^ 
could  exped  to  follow  fuch  a  crime. 

On  the  other  hand,  it  is  irapoliible  to  believe 
that  the  king  bad  formed  any  defign  againft  the 
iife  of  the  two  brothers*  They  had  not  incurred 
his  indignation  by  any  crime;  and  were  in  no 
degree  the  objeds  of  his  jealoufy  or  hatred  * ;  nor 

was 

^  It  has  been  aflerted,  that,  in  confequence  of  the  king's 
death,  the  earl  of  Gowrie  might  have  pretended  to  the  crown 
of  England,  as  the  Ton  of  Dorothea  Stewart,  daughter  of  lord 
I^Iethven  by  Margaret  of  England,  who,  after  bcr  divorce 
from  the  earl  of  Angus,  took  that  nobleman  for  her  third 
hufband*  Burnet  HiH.  of  his  own  Times.  But  this  aflertion  19 
ill-founded.  It  appears,  from  undoubted  evidence^  that  lord 
Methven  had  only  one  child  by  queen  Margareti  which  died 
in  its  infancy,  and  Dorothea  lady  Ruthven  was  not  the 
daughter  of  queen  Margaret,  but  of  Janet  Stewart^  lord 
Methvcn's  fecond  wife,  a  daughter  of  John  earl  of  AthoU 
Crawf,  Peer.  329.  And  though  Gowrie  had  really  been  d<* 
fcended  from  the  blood-royal  of  England,  the  king  at  that  time 
bd  a  foQ  and  a  daughter;  and  befides  them,  lady  Arabella 
Stewart*  daughter  of  Charles  earl  of  Lesnox»  had  a  preferable 
tide  to  the  crown  of  England. 

'  Sir  Henry  Neville,  in  a  letter  to  fir  Ralph  Winwood,  ha* 
putcs  the  death  of  the  two  brothers  to  a  caufe  not  mention* 
cd  by  any  of  our  hiftorians.  "  Out  of  Scotland  we  hear  that 
there  is  no  good  agreement,  but  rather  an  open  diffidence*  be* 
twixt  the  king  and  his  wife,  and  many  are  of  opinion  that 
the  difcovery  of  fome  affedion  between  her  and  the  carl  of 
Cowrie's  brother  (who  was  killed  with  him)  was  the  trueft 
caufe  and  motive  of  that  tragedy,"  Winw.  Mem,  vol.  i.  274, 
Whether  the  following  paffages  in  Nicholfon's  letter  be  any 
coDfirmation  of  that  fufpicion,  is  fubmitted  to  the  reader,  b 
Jiii  letter,  Sept»  ?2,  1602,  he  xneotiops  the  return  of  Gowrie*t 
two  youn|^r  brothers  into  Scotland,  and  ^dds,  *<  The  epxning 
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*Yjn.^    ^^s  he  6f  a  fpirit  fo  fanguiaary,  or  fo  noted  for 

^--s^—w »  rath  md  defperate  valour,  as  to  have  attempted 

*  ^      to  murder  them  in  their  own  houfe,  where  they 

were  furrounded  with   many  domeftics,   he  only 

with  a  fknder  aruf  unarmed   train;   where  they 

could  call  to  their  afliftance  the  inhabitants  of  a 

city,  at  tl^e  devotion  of  their  family,  while  he  was 

at  a  diilance  from  all  aid ;  and  leaft  of  all  would 

he  have  chofen  for  his  aflbciates  in  fuch  an  enter* 

prize,  the  earl  of  Mar  and  the  duke  of  Lennox,  the 

former  conneded  in  clofe  friendfliip  with  the  houfe 

of  Gowrie,  and  the  latter  married  to  one  of  the 

carl's  fitters. 

ulircu^r        Whichsoever  of  thefe  oppofite  fyftems  we  em* 

cerning  ihc   brace  I  whefher  we  impute  the  intention  of  murder 

•  lotention  of     ,  '  * 

theconipu  to  Gowrie,  or  to  the  king  ;  infuperable  difBculties 
arife^  and  we  are  involyed  in  darkjiefs,  myflery^  and 
contradi£l;ions.  Perhaps  the  fource  of  the  whole 
confpiraey  ought  to  be  fearched  for  deeper^  and  by 
deriving  it  from  a  more  remote  canfe,  "^t  may  dit 
cover  it  to  be  hk  criminal. 

ki  of  thefe  two,  and  the  queen  of  Scots  dealing  vrith  them, 
and'  fending  away  and  furnishing  Mrs.  Beatrix  Ttherr  fitter] 
vrith  fuch  infoinnation  as  fir  Thomas  Erfldne  has  given,  hath 
bred  great  fufpicion  in  the  king  of  Scots  that  they  come  not 
in  but  upon  fomc  dangerous  plot."  In  another  letter,  January 
U  1 60 J,  **  The  day  of  writing  my  laft,  Mrs.  Beatrix  Ruth- 
in was  brought  by  the  lady  Paifley,  and  Mrs.  of  Angus,  a| 
one  of  their  gentlewomen,  into  the  court  in  the  evening,  and 
ftowedih  a  chamber  prepared  for  her  by  the  queen's  diredion, 
where  the  queen  had  much  time  and  conference  with  her. 
Of  this  the  king  got  notice,  and  (hewed  his  diflike  thereof  to 
the  qtreen,  gently  reproving  her  for  it,  and  examining  quietly 
at  the  queen's  fcrtants  of  the  fame,  and  of  other  matters 
therexrato  hclonging,  witB  iuct^  difcretteir  and  fecrccy  aa  requires 
^ch  a  matter.** 
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To  keep  the  king  of  Scots  ia  <»ntixiual  depend-  «  o  o  k 
ance,  was  one  great  objed  of  Elizabeth's  policy,  k,,^.,^^ 
In  oTiier  to  this,  ihe  fom^imes  foothed  him,  and  ^^^ 
focnetimes  bribed  his  minrfters  and  favourites ; 
and  when  (he  failed  of  attaining  her  end  by  tbefe 
means,  fee  encouraged  the  clergy  to  render  any 
adminiftration  \diich  fhe  diftrufted  unpopular,  by 
decrying  it,  or  ftirred  up  fome  faftion  of  the 
nobles  to  oj^fc  and  to  overturn  it.  In  that  fierce 
age,  m^  little  acquainted  with  the  arts  of  under- 
mining *  a  miniftry  by  intrigue,  had  recourfe  to 
the  ruder  pradice  of  rendering  themfelves  maft^s 
of  the  king's  perfon,  that  they  might  thereby  ob- 
tain the  dire£tion  of  his  councils.  Thofe  nobles, 
uiio  feezed  the  king  at  the  Raid  of  Rut/yven,  were 
inftigated  and  fupported  by  Elizabeth.  Both- 
well,  in  all  his  wild  attempts,  enjoyed  her  pro- 
tedion,  and  when  they  mifcartied,  he  was  fecurc 
of  a  retreat  in  her  dominions.  The  €onne£Uons 
which  James  had  been  forming  of  late  with  the 
Roman  catholic  princes,  his  fecret  negodarions 
in  England  with  her  fubjeft?,  and  the  maxims  by 
which  fae  governed  his  own  kingdom,  all  contri- 
buted to  excite  her  jealoufy.  She  dreaded  fome 
great  revolution  in  Scotlaml  to  be  approaching, 
and  it  tvas  her  intereft  to  prevent  it.  The  earl 
of  XSpwrie  was  one  of  the  moft  powerful  of  the 
ScQtti&  nobles,  and.  defcended,  from  anceftors 
VftTiAly  attached  tx)  the  Engh'fli  intereft.  He  had 
adopted  the  fame  fyftem,  and  beHeved  the  welfare 
of  his  country  to  be  infeparably  connefted  with 
iht  fubfiilence  of  the  alliance  between  the  two 
kingdoms*     During  his  refidcnce  at  Paris,  he  had 
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^vm'^    contraQ^d  an  intimate  friendfhip  mih  fir  Hciiry 
<-*i"v'^  Neville^  the  queen*s  ambaffador  there,  and  was 
»^®^-       recommended  by  him  to  his  court,  as  a  perfon  of 
whom  great  ufe  might  be  made  y.     Elizabeth  re- 
ceived him,  as  he  paffed  through  England,  with 
diftinguiflied  marks  of  refpeft  and  favour.     From 
51II  thefe  circumftances  a  fufpicion  may  arife,  that 
the  plan  of  the  confpiracy  againft  the  king  was 
formed  at  that  time,  in  concert  with  her.     Such 
a  fufpicion  prevailed  in  that  age,  and  from  the 
letters  of  Nicholfon,  Elizabeth's   agent  in  Scot* 
land,  it  appears  not  to  be  deftitute  of  foundation. 
An  Englifli  fhip  was  obferved  hovering,  for  fome 
lime,  in  the  mouth  of  the  frith  of  Forth.     The 
earl's   two  younger  brothers    fled    into  England 
after  the  ill-fuccefs  of  the  confpiracy,   and  were 
proteded   by   Elizabeth.     James   himfelf,  though 
he  prudently  concealed  it,  took  great  umbrage  at 
her  behaviour.      None,   however,   of  Elizabeth's 
intrigues  in  Scotland   tended  to  hurt  the  king's 
perfon,  but  only    to  circumfcribe   his   authority, 
and  to   thwart  his   fchemes.      His   life  was   the 
fureft  fafe-guard  of  her  own,   and  reftrained  the 
popifli  pretenders  to  her  crown,  and  their  abet- 
tors,   from    defperate    attempts,    to  which   their 
impatience  and   bigotry   nwght,    otherwife,    have 
urged  them,  on.      To   have  encouraged   Gowric 
to   murder  his    fovereign,    would,   on   her  part, 
have  .been  an  a6:   of   the    utmoft    imprudencfe. 
Nor  does  this  feem  to  have  been  the  intentiou  of 
the  two  brothers.     Mr.  Ruthven,  firft  of  all,  en- 
deavoured to  decoy  the  kmg  to  Perth,  without 

'  Winvir.  i.  156. 
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any  attendsmts.     When  thdfe  proved  more  mu-    'viu.^ 
merous  than  was  expeftcd,  the  earl  employed  a 
ftratagem  in  order  fo  feparate  them  from  the  king, 
by  pretending  that  he  had  rode  away  towards 
Falkland,  and  by  calling  haftily.  for  their  hories, 
that   they  might  follow  him.     By  their  ibutting 
James  up,  meanwhile,  in  a  diftant  comer  of  the 
houfe,  and  by  attempting  to  bind  his  hands,  their 
defign  feems  to  have  been  rather  to  feize,  than  to 
ailaffinate   him*      Though   Gowrie   had  not  col- 
leded  his  followers  in  fuch  numbers  as  to  have 
been  able  to  detain  him  long  a  prifoner,  in  that 
part  of  the  kingdom,   by  open  force,   he  might 
fooQ  have  been  conveyed  aboard  the  Engliih  fhipf 
x^hich    waited    perhaps   to  receive  him,  and   he 
might   have  been   landed  at  Faft-caftle,   a  houfe 
of  Logan's,  in  which,  according  to  many  obfcure 
hints  in  his  letters,  fome  rendezvous  of  the  con- 
spirators  was   to  be  held.     Amidft  the  furprife 
and  terror  into  which  the  king  muft  have  been 
thrown  by  the  violence  offered  to  him,  it  was  ex- 
tremely, natural  for  him  to  conclude  that  his  life 
was  fought.     It  was  the  intereft  of  all  his  follow- 
ers, to  confirm  him  in  this  belief,  and  to  magnify 
hk  danger,  in  order  to  add  to  the  importance  and 
merit  of  their  own  fervices.     Thus  his  fear,  and 
their  vanity,  aided  by.  tfee  credulity  and  wonder 
which  the  contemplation  of  any  great  and  tragical 
event,  when  not  fully   underftood,  is  apt  tp  in- 
ipire,  augmented,  the  whole  tranfadion.     On  the 
other  hand,-. the  extravagance  and  improbability 
of  the  circutnftance^  which  were  added,  detraded 
from  the  credit  of;  thofci  which  really  happened ; 
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^vin  ^    ^^^  ^^^^^^  fumiihed  pretences  for'  calling  in  qaeftion 

^-*-^v*'*.>/  the  truth  of  the  whole  coufpiraey. 

Many^V-        The  aocouHt  of  what  had  happened  at  Berth 

icIJJunt*'*    reached  Edinburgh   next    morning.      The  privy 

pubi.fliedby  council  commanded  the  minifters  of  that  city  in- 

"'^'      ftantly  to  affembk  their  people ;  said,  after  relating 

to  them  the  circumftances  of  the  confpiracy  formed 

againft  the  king's  life,  to  return  public   thanks 

Co  God,  for  the  proteftion  ii^hich  he  had  fo  vifibly 

afforded  him.      But  as  the  firft  accounts   tranf- 

mitted   to  Edinburgh,    wrkten  in  a  hurry,   and 

while  the  circumftances  of  the  confpiracy  were 

but  imperfeftly  known,  and  the  pailions  which  it 

excited  ftrongly  felt,  were  indiftin^,  exaggerated, 

"    and  contradifiory,  the  minifters  laid  hold  of  this ; 

and  though  they  offered  to  give  public  thanks  to 

Cod  for  the  king*$  fafety,  they  refufed  to  enter 

into  any  detail  of  particulars,  or  to  utter  from  the 

chair  of  truth,  what  appeared  to  be  ftill  dubious  and 

uncertain. 

A  FEW  days  after,  the  king  returned  to  Edin- 
burgh ;  and  though  Galloway,  the  minifter  of  his 
o^'n  chapel,  made  an  harangue  to  the  people  at 
the  public  crofs,  in  which  he  recited  all  the  cir- 
cumftances of  the  confpiracy ;  though  James 
himfdf,  in  their  bearing,  confirmed  his  account; 
tiiough  he  commanded  a  narrative  of  the  whole 
tranfa£don  to  be  publiflied;  the  minifters  of  that 
city,  as  well  as  many  of  their  brethren,  ftill  coH'- 
tinned  incredulous  and  unconvmced.  llieir  hfgh 
ddeem  of  Gowrk,  tfaek  jealoufy  of  every  part  of 
the  king's  condud,  added  CD  fome  faUe  and  many 
iiiqMrobal]fie  circumftaacei  ta  the   narrative,    &6t 
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!     Only  led  them  to  fufpeft  the  whole,  but  gave  their    ^vxS.^ 

fufpicions  an  air  of  credibility.      But   at  lengthy  v--^-v— ^  | 

the  king^  paYtly  by  arguments,  partly  by  threats,      *  ^' 

prevailed  on  all  of  them,  except  Mr.  Robert  Bruce,  i 

to  own  that  they  were  convinced  of  the  truth  of  j 

the  confpiracy.     He  could  b^  brought  no  farther 

than  to  declare,  that  he  reverenced  the  king's  ac-  ' 

count  of  the  tranfaflion,  but  could  not  fay  that  he  I 

himfelf  was  perfiiaded  of  the  truth  of  it.     The 

fcruples  or  obftinacy  of  a  fingle  man  would  have 

been  little  regarded;  but  as  the  fame  fpirit  of  in-  ; 

credulity  began  to  fpread  among  the  people,  the  i 

I      example  of  one  in  fo  high  reputation  for  integrity'  i 

and  abililies,  was  extremely  dangerous.     The  king  i 

j  was  at  the  utmoft  pains  to  convince  and  to  gain 
Bruce,  but  finding  it  impoffible  to  remove  his 
doubts,  lie  deprived  him  of  his  benefice,  and  after 
repeated  delays,  and  many  attempts  towards  a  re- 
concilement, baniflied  him  the  kingdom  ^. 

i         The    proceedings  of  parliament"  were  not  re-  Proceedings 
tarded  by  any  fcruples   of  this  fort.     The  dead  menTa*" 
bodies  of  the  two  brothers  were  produced  there,  ^on"pi«! 
accoi^ding  to, law;  ah  indidlment  for  high  treafon  *^"- 
was  'preferred   againft  them ;    witneffes  were  ex- 
amined ;    and,    by  an  unanimous  fentence,  their 
eftates  aijd  honours  were  forfeited ;  the  punifliment 
due  to  traitors  was  inflifted  on  their  dead  bodies ; 
and,  as  if  the  punifhment  hitherto  in  ufe  did  not 
expfeVs  Yvfficient   deteftation  of  their  crimes,  the. 
par'Jiameftt  qjjaaied  th^t  the  furname  of  Ruthven 
illQuld  be  al?olilhed ;  aud^  in 'order  to  preferve  the 
.*•.:       .^     "  %?!f«^- 4$i>  &c.     Cald,y^  389,  &c. 
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BOOK  memory  of  the  king's  miraculous  efcape,  and  to 
declare  the  fenfe  which  the  nation  had  of  the  divine 
goodnefs^  to  all  futu/e  ages,  appointed  the  fifth  of 
Augufl;  to  be  obferved,  annually,  as  a  day  of  pub- 
lic thankfgiving  \ 

Though 

•  A  few  weeks  after  the  death  of  the  two  brothers,  the  king 
publifhed  a  dtfcaurfe  of  their  ^ile  and  unnatural  con/piracy  againft 
his  life.     In  the  year  I7i3»  George  carl  of  Cromartie  pub- 
lifhed an  **  Hiflorical  account  of  the  confpiracy  by  the  earl  of 
**  Gowrie  and  Robert  Logan  of  Rcftalrig,  againft  king  James 
<(  VL''     He  feenis  not  to  have  fcen  the  account  which  the 
king  himfelf   had  given    of    that   matter,    and   borrows  the 
whole  hiftoricaj  part  from  Spotfwood  and  other  authors ;  but 
he  has  extraded  from  the  public  records  the  depofifions  of  the 
witnciTcs  produced  by  the  king's  council,  in  order  to  make 
good  the  charge  againll  the  two  brothers,  and  Logan  their 
affociate*     From  thefe  two  treatifes  our  knowledge  of  all  the 
material  circumftanccs  of  the  confpiracy  is  derived.    The  evi- 
dence which  they  contain^  one  would  expeft  to  be  authentic 
and  decifivc.    An  account  of  a  hOt  flill  recent,  publiftied  by 
royal  authority,  and  the  original  depofitions  of  perfons  eaea- 
mined  in  prefence  of  the  higheft  court  in  the  nation,  ought  to 
convey  a  degree  of  evidence  feldom  attained  in   hiftodcal  re- 
lations} and  to  exclude  all  remaining  doubt  and  uncertainty. 
But  as  every  thing  with  regard  to  this  tranfa£tion  is  dark  and 
problematical,  the  king's  account  and  the  depofitions  of  the 
witnefies  not  only  vary,  but  coBtradi6l  each  other  in  fo  many 
circumftancesi  that  much  room  is  ftill  left  for  hefitation  and 
liiCiorical  icepticifm.    The  tcftimony  of  Henderfon  is  the  fulled 
and  moft  important »  but  in  feveral  particulars  the  king's  ac- 
count and  his  are  contradictory.     L  According  to  the  king's 
account,  while  Mr.  Ruthven  was   holding  the  dagger  at  his 
breaft,  **  the  fellow  in  the  iludy  flood  quaking  and  trembling." 
Difc.  17.     But  Henderfon  (ays,  that  he  himfelf  wrefted  the 
dagger  out  of  Mr.  Ruthven's  hands.     Difc.  53.    Cn>m.  50. 
Henderfon  likewife  boa&ed  to  his  wife,  that  he  had  that  day 
twice  fsiTed  the  king  from  being  ftabbed*  Difc.  54.  Crom.  53. 
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Though  Gowrie^s  confpiracy  occafioned  a  fiid-  ^o^o  k 
Aea  and  a  great  alarm,  it  was  followed  by  no  cohfe*  <,-^,-^ 
ijuences  of  importance ;  and  having  been  concerted  ^^^^^ 


by  the  two  brothers,  cither  Without  any  afibciates.  fp«racy  »;. 

Or   tabeth; 

II.  The  king  afferta  that  Henderfon  opened  the  window 
during  Mr.  Riithven's  abfencc.  Difc.  23.  Henderfon  depofet 
that  he  was  only  attemptirig  to  6pcn  it  v^hen  Mr.  RuthVea 
returned;  and  that  during  the  itrugglfe  between  the  kirig  and 
him,  he  opened  it.  Difc.  53,  54.  Crorn.  51,  52.  III.  If  we 
may  believe  the  king,  the  fellow  in  the  ftudy  ftood,  dunng  , 
the  ftruggle,  behind  the  king's  back,  inadive  ancif  tremtsling 
all  the  time.  ISifc.  27.  But  Henderfon  affirms,  that  he 
fnatcheJ  away  the  garter  with  which  Mr.  Riithven  attempted 
to  bind  the  king  ;  that  he  pulled  back  Mr.  Ruth^en's  hand;  while 
he  was  endeavouring  to  Hop  the  king's  mouth,  and  that  he 
opened  the  window.  Difc.  $4^.  Crom.  j2.  IV.  By  the  king*l 
account,  Mr.  Ruthveft  left  him  in  the  ftady,  and  went  awaj" 
in  order  to  meet  with  his  brother,  and  the  earl  caixle  up  the 
ftairs  fdr  the  fame  purpiofe.  Difc;  23.  Henderfon  depofcs^ 
that  wheii  Mr.  Ruthven  left  the  king,  <*"  he  believes  that  he 
fiid  not  pafs  from  the  door.'*  Croni.  51,  It  is  apparent  botH 
from  the  fitiiation  of  the  houfe,  and  from  dthet  circuniftsinceij 
that  there  coiild  not  pioflibly  have  been  alny  interview  bctwccd 
the  brothet^  at  this  time.     Difc;  23. 

Henderfon  t^as  twict  estamined,  firft  at  Falkland  before  th6 
privy  council  id  Auguft,  and  next  at  Edinburgh  before  the 
parliament  in  November.  Not  to  meiition  fome  lefTer  varia- 
tions between  thefe  depdfitions,  We  (hall  point  oiit  two  which 
ire  remarkable.  In  his  firft  depofition,  Mr.  Henderfon  relatei 
the  moft  material  circumftance  of  the  w^ole  in  thefe  word^: 
**  Mr.  Ruthteri  pulled  oiit  the  deponent's  daggei",  zui 
*'  held  the  fame  to  hii  Majefty'i  breaft,  faying,  Remembeir 
*^  you  of  tiiy  fathers  murder \  you  JbdU  ^ow  die  for  it:  and 
"  pointing  to  his  highnefs's  heart,  with  the  dagger,  the 
**  deponent  threvir  the  fame  out  of  Mr.  Ruthveh's  hands,  and 
^  fwore  that  as  God  fhoiild  judge  his  foul,  that  if  Mr.  Ruth<» 
'<  ven  had  retained  the  dagger  in  his  hand,  the  fpace  a  mati 
^  may  go  fil  fteps,  he  would  have  ftricken  thetjj^iog  to  the 
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^^!,^^  or  with  fuch  as  were  unknown,  the  danger  was 
over  as  foon  as  difcoveredr  But  not  long  after,  a 
confpiracy  broke  out  in  England  againft  Elizabeth, 

which, 

«  hilts  with  it."  Difc.  52.  But  at  his  ftcond  examination 
be  varied  from  this  in  two  material  circumftances.  Firft, 
the  words  he  at  that  time  put  in  Mr.  Ruthven's  moutk 
while  he  held  the  dagger  at  the  kir^g's  bread  are,  ''  Sir^  you 
**  muji  be  my  pr'tfoner ;  remember  on  my  father'* s  death^^-  Se- 
condly, when  he  threatened  him  with  death,  it  was  only  to 
deter  him  from  making  any  noife,  ^^  Hold  your  tongue y  or  by 
♦*  Chrlft  you  Jhall  die,"  2.  In  his  firft  depofition,  the  words 
of  Mr.  Ruthven,  when  he  retnmed  to  the  chamber  where 
be  had  left  the  king,  afe,  "  There  is  no  remedy,  by  God  you 
•*  mti/i  die,"  But  in  his  fecond  depofition,  "  By  God  there 
**  is  no  remedy,  and  offered  to  bind  his  majefty's  hands." 
prom.  jT.  The  material  words  jom  muft  die  are  omitted.  The 
firll  depofition  feems  plainly  to  intimate  that  it  was  Ruthven's 
intention  to  murder  the  king.  The  fecond  would  lead  us  to 
conclude  that  he  had  no  -other  defign  than  to  detain  hira  as  a 
prifoner. 

There  are  likewufe  fome  remarkable  contradiAions  in  the 
tellimonies  of  the  other  witnefTes,  i.  In  the  difcourfe  pub- 
lifhed  by  authority,  it  is  infiniiated  that  the  tumult  of  the 
inhabitants  was  raifed  againft  the  king,  and  that  it  required 
fome  art  to  pacify  them.  Difc.  32.  The  duke  of  Lennox 
confirms  this-  in  his  depofition.  Crom.  44.  An  a6l  of  pri\'y 
council  fummoning  the  magiftrates  of  Perth  to  anfwer  for  that 
riot  is  ftill  extant.  And  yet  Andrew  Roy,  one  of  the  bailies 
of  the  town,  dcpofes,  that  he  himfelf  raifed  the  people,  and 
that  thty  took  arms  in  order  to  affift  the  king.  Crom.  66. 
2.  Henderfon  djpof^s,  that  he  gave  an  evafive  anfwer  to  Mr. 
John  Moncrief,  who  inquired  where  he  had  been  that  morn- 
ing, becaufe  the  carl  had  commanded  him*  not  to  let  any 
man  know  that  ha  had  been  at  Falkland.  Difc.  54.  Mon- 
crief depofes  to  the  fame  purpofe.  Crom.  64.  And  yet 
George  Hay,  afterwards  lord  Kinnoul,  and  the  chancellor  of 
Scotland,  and  Peter  Hay,  dcpofe,  that  the  earl,  in  their 
prefencc,    allced    Henderfjn,     <*  Whom   he    found   with    the 
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wlich,  though  the  firfl:  danger,  was  inftantly  dif- 
pdled,  produced  tragical  efFeas,  that  rendered  the 
clofe  of  that  queen's  Yeign  difmal  and  unhappy. 
As  James  was  deeply  interefted  in  that  event,  it 
merits  our  particular  notice. 

The  court  of  England  was  at  this  time  divided 
between  two  powerful  faftions,  which  contended 
for  the  fupreme  direftion  of  affairs.  The  leader 
of  the  one  was  Robert  D'Evreux,  earl  of  Effex ; 
fir  Robert  Cecil,  the  fon  of  lord  treafurer  Bur- 
leigh, was  at  the  head  of  the  other.  The  former 
was  the  moft  accompliihed  and  the  moft  popular 
of  all  the  Englifli  nobles ;  brave,  generous,  af- 
fable; though  impetuous,  yet  willing  to  liften  to 
the  counfels  of  thofe  whom  he  lov^d ;  an  avowed, 
but  not  an  implacable  enemy ;  a  friend  no  lefs 
conftant  than  warm;  incapable  of  difguifing  his 
own  fcntiments,  or  of  mifreprefenting  thofe  of 
others ;  better  fitted  for  a  camp  than  for  a  court ; 
of  a  genius  that  qualified  him  for  the  firfl:  place 
in  the  adminiftration,  with  a  fplrit  which  fcorned 
the  fecond  as  below  his  merit.  He  was  foon 
diftinguiflied  by  the  queen,  who,  with  a  profu- 
fion  uncommon  to  her,  conferred  oh  him,  even 
in  his  earlieft  youth,  the  highefl:  honours.  Nor 
did  this  diminifii  the  eflieem  and  affeftion  of  his 
•countrymen ;  but,  by  a  rare  felicity,  he  was  at 
once   the    favourite   of  his    fovereign,    and    the 

king  at  Falkland?"  Crom.  70,  71,  Which  queftimi  feems  to 
prove  that  he  did  not  aim  at  keeping  that  journey  a  fecrct. 
In  the  Colleftion  of  Criminal  Trials,  pubhflied  by  Mr.  Arnot 
in  4785,  the  evidence  againft  the  two  brothers  has  been  con- 
fidered  with  great  attention.  P.  20,  &c. 
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darling  of  the  people.  Cecil,  on  the  other  hanjJ, 
educated  ih  a  court,  and  trained  under  a  father 
^"  i«oi.  deqply  {killed  in  all  its  arts,  was  crafty,  iniSnyating, 
induftrious ;  and  though  poiljbfTed  of  talents  which 
fitted  him  for  the  higheft  offices,  he  did  not  rely 
upon  his  merit  alone  for  attaining  then^,  but  avail- 
ed hinifelf  of  every  adyaintage,  which  his  own  ad- 
drefs,  or  the  miflakes  of  others,  aiSbrded  him. 
Two  fuch  men  were  formed  to  be  riyals  and  ^le^ 
pies.  EfTex  defpifed  the  arts  of  Cecil  as  low  anfi 
We,  Tp  Cecil,  jhe  parl-s  magnanimity  appeared 
to  be  prefumption  and  folly.  All  the  military  men^ 
except  Raleigh,  favoured  Effex.  Moil  of  the 
courtiers  adhered  to  Cecil,  y^hofe  manners  morp 
pearly  refembled  their  own. 
j^^y"!*-  ^s  Elizabeth  advanced  in  y^ars,  the  ftruggle  be^ 
vftb  the  tveen  thefe  fadlions  becaine  more  v jolent.  Eflek^ 
jtbl?  in  order  to  ftrengthen  nimfelf,  had  early  courted 
the  f^endlbip  of  the  Jang  of  Scots,  for  whofcj 
r^ght  of  fucceflipn  be  was  a  zealous  ^vocate,  and 
^eM  a  clofe  cprrefpondence  both  with  him  and 
vjtli  bis  principal  minifters.  Cecil,  devoted  |o 
the  queen  alone,  roie  daily  to  new  honours  by  the 
^duity  of  his  fervices,  and  the  patience  with 
TgMdi  he  expeSed  the  reward  of  themj  whilq 
the  earrs  high  fpirit  and  irnpetuofity  fomet^mes 
expofed  him  Jo  checks  from  a  miftrefk,  who 
though  partial  in  her  afiedion  toward  him,  could 
jiot  eafily  bear  contradiftion,  and  who  conferred 
jfavours  often  unwillingly,  and  always  flowly.  His 
own  folidtations,  however,  feconded  malidouily 
by  his  enemies,  who  wiftied  to  reinove  him  at  a 
diflance  fros^i  ^ourt,  fulvanced  him  to.  the  com- 
mand 
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ciand  of  the  army  employed  in  Ireland  againft  Ty-  ^^^^ 
ronne,  and  to  the  oiEce  of  lord  lieutenant  of  ^..^i^^^w 
diat  kingdom,  with  a  commiffion  almoft'  unli-  *^'* 
mited.  His  fuccefs  in  that  expedition  did  not 
equal  either  his  own  promifes,  or  the  expedation$ 
of  Elizabeth.  The  queen,  peevifli  from  her  dif- 
appointmenr,  and  exafperated  againft  Effex  by  the 
artifices  of  his  enemies,  wrote  him  a  harfli  letter, 
full  of  accufations  and  reproaches.  Thefe  his 
impatient  fpirit  could  not  bear,  and  in  the  firft 
tranfports  of  his  refentment,  he  propofed  to  carry 
over  a  part  of  his  army  into  England,  and,  by 
driving  his  enemies  from  the  queen's  prefence, 
10  reinftate  himfelf  in  favour  and  in  power.  But, 
upon  more  mature  thoughts,  he  abandoned  this 
rafh  defign,  and,  fetting  fail  with  a  few  officers 
devoted  to  his  perfon,  landed  in  England,  and 
polled  diredly  to  court.  Elizabeth  received  him 
without  any  fymptom  either  of  affedion  or  of  dif« 
pleafure.  By  proper  compliances  and  acknow* 
ledgments,  he  might  have  regained  his  former 
afcendant  over  the  queen.  But  he  thought  himfelf 
too  deeply  injured  to  fubmit  to  thefe.  Eliza- 
beth,  on  the  other  hand,  determined  to  fubdue 
his  haughty  temper ;  and  though  her  feverity  drew 
from  him  the  moft  humble  letters,  fhe  confined 
hihi  to  the  lord  keeper's  houfe,  and  appomted  ^ 

commiffioners  to  try  him,  both  for  his  conduft 
during  his  government  of  Ireland,  and  for  leaving 
that  kiilgdom  without  her  permiflion.  By  their 
fentence,  he  was  fufpended  from  all  his  offices^^ 
except  that  of  mailer  of  the  horfe,  and  continued 
a  prUcmer  during  the  queen's  pleafure.  3atisfied 
M4  ^i^ 
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With  having  mortified  his  pride  thus  far,  Elizabeth 
did  not  fuflfer  the  fentence  to  be  recorded,  and 
foon  after  allowed  him  to  retire  to  his  own  houfe. 
^  During  thefe  tranfaftions,  which  occupied  feveral 
months,  Effex  fluftuated  between  the  allegiance  he 
owed  to  his  fovereign,  and  the  defiVe  of  revenge  ; 
apd  fometimes  leaned  to  the  one,  and  fometimes 
to  the  other.  In  one  of  the  intervals  when  the  lat- 
ter prevailed,  he  fent  a  meffenger  into  Scotland,  to 
encourage  the  king  to  affert  his  own  right  to  the 
fucceffion  by  force  of  arms,  and  to  protnife  that, 
befides  the  affiftance  of  the  earl  and  all  his  friends 
in  England,  lord  Mountjoy,  now  lord  lieutenant  of 
Ireland,  would  join  him  with  five  thoufand  men 
from  that  kingdom.  But  James  did  not  chufe  to 
hazard  the  lofing  a  kingdom,  of  which  he  was  juft 
about  to  obtain  poffeffion,  by  a  premature  attempt 
to  feize  it.  Mountjoy,  too,  declined  the  enter- 
prife,  and  Effex  adopted  more  dutiful  fchemes ;  all 
thoughts  of  ambition  ap^aring  to  be  totally  effaced 
out  of  his  mind. 

.  This  moderation,  which  was  merely  the  effefl:  of 
idifguft  and  difappointment,  was  not  of  long  conti- 
nuance; and  the  queen,  having  not  only  refufed 
to  renew  a  lucrative  grant  which  fhe  had  formerly 
beftowed,  but  even  to  admit  him  into  her  pre- 
fence,  that  new  injury  drove  a  temper,  naturally- 
impatient,  and  now  much  fretted,  to  abfolute 
defpair.  His^  friends,  inftead  of  foothing  his  rage, 
or  reftraining  his  impetuofity,  added  to  both  by 
their  imprudent  and  interefted  zeal.  After  many 
anxious  confultations,  he  determined  to  attempt 
|o  redrefs  his  wrongs  by  violence.     But   being 
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confcious  how  unpopular  fuch  an  enterprife  would    ^y-Jl*^ 
be,   if  it  appeared   to   proceed   from   motives  of  '— — v— ^ 
private  revenge  alone,  he  endeavoured  to  give  it       *^'' 
the  femblance  of  public   utility,  by  mingling  the 
king   of  Scotland's    interefl:   with  his   own.     He 
wrote  to  James,  that  the  faftion  which  now  pre« 
dominated  in  the  Englifli  court  had  refolved  to 
fupport  the  pretenfions  of  the  Infanta  of  Spain  to 
the    crown ;   that  the   places  of  the  greatefl:  im-  ' 
portance  in  the  kingdom  were  put  into  the  hands 
of  his  avowed  enemies  ;  and  that  unlefs  he  fent 
ambaffadors,  without  delay,  to  infift  on  the  imme- 
diate declaration  of  his  right  of  fucceflion,  their 
meafures  were'fo  well  concerted,  that  all  his  hopes 
would  be  defperate.     James,  who  knew  how  dif- 
agreeable  fuch  a  propofal  would  be  to  the  queen 
of  England,  was  not  willing  raflily  to  expofe  him- 
fdf  to  her  difpleafure,     Effex,  neverthelefs,  blinded^ 
by  refentment,  and  impatient  for  revenge,   aban- » 
doned  himfelf  to  thefe  paflions,  and  acted  like  a 
man  guided  by  frenzy  or  defpair.     With  two  or 
three  hundred  followers   incompletely  armed,  he 
attempted  to  aflault  a  throne  the  bed  eftablifhed 
in  Europe.     Sallying  at  their  head  out  of  his  own 
houfe,  he  called  on  the  citzens  of  London,  if  they 
either  valued  his   life,  or  wifhed   to  preferve  the 
kingdom  from  the  dominion  of  the  Spaniards,  to 
take  arms,   and  to  follow  his  ftandard.     He  ad- 
vanced towards  the  palace   with   an  intention  to 
drive  Cecil  and  his   fadUon   out   of  the   queen's 
prefence,  and  to  obtain  a  declaration  of  the  Scot- 
pfli  king's  right  of  fucceflion  *.     But,  though  al- 

^  Birch.  Mem,  ii,  477. 
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him  in  this  wild  enterprife.  Difpiritcd  by  their  in* 
'^*^»-  diflferencc,  deferted  by  fome  of  his  own  attendants, 
and  aliQoft  furrounded  by  the  troops.whichniarched 
againft  him  under  different  leaders  into  the  city,  he 
retreated  to  his  ovn  houfe ;  and  without  any  bold 
effort,  fuitable  to  his  prefent  condition,  or  worthy 
of  his  former  reputation  for  courage,  he  furrendered 
to  his  enemies. 

As  foon  as  James  heard  of  Eflex's  ill  fuccefs, 
he  appointed  the  earl  of  Mar,  and  Bruce,  abbot 
of  Kinlofs,  to  repair  as  his  ^mbaiTadors  to  the 
court  of  England^  The  former  of  thefe  was  the 
perfon  by  whofe  means  Eilex  had  carried  on  his 
correfpondence  with  the  king.  He  was  a  paifion- 
ate  admirer  of  the  earl's  charaftcr,  and  dilpofed 
to  attempt  every  thing  that  'could  contribute  to 
his  fafety.  Bruce,  united  in  a  clofe  frieodihip 
with  Mar,  was  ready  to  fecond  hira  with  equal 
zeal.  I^pr  was  the  purpofe  of  the  embaiTy  lef$ 
friendly  to  Jlffex,  than  the  choice  of  his  anibaf- 
iadors;  they  were  commanded  to  folicit,  in  the 
warmeft  manner,  for  the  earl's  life,  and  if  they 
found  that  the  king,  by  avowing  his  friends, 
could  eithier  promote  their  defigns,  or  contribute 
to  their  fafety,  they  wer^  empowered  to  lay  afid^ 
all  difguife,  and  to  promife  that  he  would  put 
himfelf  at  their  head,  and  claim  what  was  due  tc 
His  death,  Jiim  by  force  of  acm^  %  But  before  the  ambaC 
fadors  could  reach  London,  Effex  h^  iuffered 
the  puniihment  which  he  merited  by  his  treafon 
Perhaps  the  fear  of  their  interpofing,  in  order  tc 

'  Johjjft-  289.    Birch.  Mem.  ii.  5x0. 
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pbtaia  his  pardon,  haftened  his  death.  Elizabeth  Py,^  ^ 
contmiied,  for  fom^  time,  irrcfolutc  concerning 
his  fate,  and  could  not  bring  herfelf  to  confign 
into  the  hands  of  the  execiitioner,  a  man  who  had 
once  poffeffcd  her  favour  fo  entirely,  yithout  a 
painful  ftruggle  between  her  refentment  againft 
bi?  late  mifconduft,  and  her  ancient  affeftiou 
tQjrards  him.  The  diftrefe  to  wjiich  fhe  vas  now 
reduced,  tended  naturally  to  foften  the  former, 
while  it  revived  the  latter  with  new  tendemefsj 
and  the  interceffion  of  one  faithful  friend,  who 
had  intereft  w}th  the  queen,  mjgh}:  perhaps  have 
faved  his  life,  and  have  prociiri^d  him  a  remiffion, 
which,  of  herfelf^  Ihe  was  afhamed  to  grant.  But 
this  generous  nobleman  had  at  that  time  no  fuch 
friend.  Elizabeth,  folicited  inceffantly  by  her 
minifters,  and  oflFcnded  with  the  haughtinefs  of 
Effcx,  who,  as  (he  imagined,  fcorned  to  fue  for 
pardon,  at  laft  commanded  the  fentence  to  be  put 
in  execution.^  No  fooner  was  the  blow  ftruck,  than 
fhe  repented  of  her  own  raflmefs,  and  bewailed 
i^  death  with  the  deeped  forrow.  James  always 
confidered  him  as  one  who  had  fallen  a  martyr  to 
his  fcrvice,  and,  after  his  acceffion  to  the  Englifh 
Arone,  reftored  his  fon  to  his  honours,  as  well  as 
all  his  aflbciates  in-  the  confpiracy,  and  diftinguiflied 
them  with  his  favour  ^ 

The  Scottifli    ambaffadors,  finding  that   they  James  con 
had  arrived  too  late  to  execute  the  chief  bufinefs  luHguerii 
committed  to -their  charge,  not    only   concealed  ^"''^'"'^* 
that  part  of  their  inftruftions   with   the   utmofl; 

*  Camd.     Spotfvv.  464. 
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BOOK    care ;  but  congratulated  the  queen,  in  their  maf- 
i— ^.-^  ter's  name,  on  her  happy  efcape  from  fuch  an  auda- 
cious confpiracy.     Elizabeth,  though  no  ftranger 
to  the  king's  correfpondcnce  with  Effex,  or  to  that 
nobleman's  intentions  of  afferting  James's  right  to 
the  crown,  was  not  willing  that  thefe  fhould  be 
known  to  the  people,  and,  for  that  reafon,  received 
the  congratulations  of  the  Scottifli  ambafladors  with 
all  poffible  marks  of  credit  and  good  will ;  and  in 
order  to  footh  James,  and  to  preferve  the  appear- 
ances of  union  between  the  two  courts,  increafed 
the  fubfidy  which  fhe  paid  him  annually.    The  am- 
bafTadors  refided  for  fome  time  in  England,  and  were 
employed,  with  great  fuccefs,  in  renewing  and  ex- 
tending the  intrigues,  which  Bruce  had  formerly 
entered  into  with  the  Englifli  nobles.   As  Elizabeth 
advanced  in  years,  the  Englifli  turned  their  ey^es 
more  and  more  towards  Scotland,  and  were  eager 
to.  prevent  each  other  in  courting  the  favour  of  their 
future  monarch.     Affurances  of  attachment,  pro- 
fcflions  of  regard,  and  promifes  of  fupport,  were 
offered  to  James  from  every  corner  of  the  kingdom. 
Cecil  himfelf,   perceiving  what  hopes   Eflex    had 
founded   on  the   friendftip  of  the  Scottifli  king, 
and  what  advantages  he  might  have  derived  from 
it,   thought  it  prudent  to   ftand   no  longer   at   a 
diftance  from  a  prince,  who  might  fo   foon   be- 
come his  mafter.     But  being  fenfible  at  the  fame 
time  how   dangerous  fuch   an   intercourfe   might 
prove,  under  a  miftrefs  naturally  jealous,  and  whofe 
jealoufy  grew  ftronger  with  old  age;  though  he 
mtered   into    a    correfpondcnce    with    him,     he 
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carried  it  on  with  all  the  fecrecy  and  caution  ne-  ^^  ^  ^ 
cefiary  in  his  fituation,  and  peculiar  to  his  charac-  «..«-v'-^ 
tcr^  James  having  gained  the  man  whofe  oppo-  ^^°^" 
fition  and  in^uence  he  had  hitherto  chiefly  dreaded, 
waited,  in  perfeft  fecurity,  till  that  event  fhould 
happen,  which  would  open  his  way  to  the  throne 
of  England  ^  It  was  with  fome  difficulty  that 
he  reflrained  within  proper  bounds  his  adherents 
in  that  kingdom,  who,  labouring  to  diftinguifli 
themfelves  by  that  officious  zeal,  with  which  a 
prince,  who  has  a  near  profpeft  of  mounting  the 
throne,  is  always  ferved,  urged  him  to  allow  a 
motion  to  be  made  in  parliament  for  declaring 
his  right  of  fucceffion  to  the  crown.  James 
prudently  difcouraged  that  defign ;  but  it  was 
with  no  fmall  fatisfaftion  that  he  obferved  the 
afcendant  he  was  acquiring  in  a  court,  the  diftates 
of  which  he  had  been  fo  long  obliged  to  obey  ; 
and  which  had  either  prefcribed  or  thwarted  every 
ftep  he  had  taken  during  the  whole  courfe  of  his 
reign  ^ 

*  See  Appendix,  No.  LIII. 

'  Dr,  Birch,  in  his  life  of  prince  Henry,  p.  232.  has  given 
fome  account  of  the  myfterious  mode  in  which  this  corre- 
fpondence  was  carried  on,  and  how  the  letters  were  conveyed 
from  London  to  Dublin,  and  from  thence  to  Scotland.  Not- 
withftanding  the  folicitude  which  Cecil  repeatedly  difcovcrs 
tkat  his  letters  fliould  be  deftroyed  as  foon  as  the  king  had 
read  them,  a  confiderable  number  of  them  has  been  prc- 
fcrved,  and  publifhed  by  fir  David  Dalrymple  in  the  year 
1766.  They  were  written  by  lord  Henry  Howard,  under 
the  infpeftion  of  Cecil,  in  a  ftyle  affcAcdly  obfcurc.  The 
whole  eorrefpondence  is  more  curious  than  inftrudiive* 

f  Spotfw,  467.  471.     Birch.  Mem.  ii.  J 14. 
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BOOK        NbTwitHSTANDiNO  the  Violent  ftriiggies  of  the 
^,......,^^  political  fadlions  which  divided  the  court,  and  the 

Avlwl\     frequent  revolutions  which  had  hisippened   there, 
10  civilize     iince  the  king  firft  took  the  reins  of  government 
Underl       into  his  owtt  handsj  Scotland  had  enjoyed  unufual 
tranquillity,    being    undifturbed  by    any    foreign 
enemy,  and  free  from  any  inteftine  commotion  of 
long    continuance.      During  this   period,    James 
endeavoured   to  civilize   the  Highlands    atid  the 
Ifles,  a  part  of  his  dominions  too  much  negleded 
by  former  nionarchs,  though  the  reformation  of 
it  was  an  objeft  highly  worthy  of  their  care*     The 
long  peace  with    England  had   afforded   an  op- 
portunity of  fubduing  the  licentious  fpirit  of  the 
borderers,  and  of  reftraining  their  depredations^ 
often  no  lefs  ruinous   to  their  countrymen  than 
to  their  enemies.     The  inhabitants   of   the  lo^ 
country  began,  gradually,  to  forget  the   ufe  of 
arms,  and  to  become  attentive  to  the  arts  of  peace; 
But    the    Highlanders,    retaining    their,  natural 
fiercenefs,  averfe  from  labour,  and  inuted  to  ra- 
pine, infefted   their  more  induftrious  neighbours 
by  their  continual  incurfions.     James,   being  fd- 
licitous  not  only  to  reprefs  their  inroads,   but  to 
render  -them    ufeful   fubjefts^,    had    at  different 
times   enabled  many  wife    laws    extremely  con- 
ducive to  thefe  ends.     All  landlords,  or  chiefs  of 
clans,  were  enjoined  to  permit  no  perfons  to  re- 
fide  in  their  eftates  who  could  not  find  fiiflScient 
furety  for  their  good  behaviour;    they  were  rei- 
quired  to  make  a  lift  of  all  fufpicious  perfond 

»  Bafil.  Dor.  139. 
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under  thdr  jurifdiftion,  to  bind  themfelves  to  de-    book 
hVer  them  to  juffice,  and  to  indemnify  thofe  who  '^^ii^ 
fcould  fuffer  by  their  robberies  ;  and,  in  order  to       »^<34. 
afcertain  the    faithful    performance   of  thefe   arti- 
cles, the  chiefs   themfelves   were   obliged  to  give 
hoftages  to   the  king,  or   to  put  pledges  in  his 
hands.      Three   towns,^  which   might  ferve   as   a 
retreat  for  the  induftrious,  and  a  nurfery  for  arts 
and  commerce,    were   appointed   to    be    built  in 
different  parts  of  the  Highlands  ;  one  in  Cantire, 
another  in  Lochaber,  and  a  third  in  the  Ifle  of 
Lewis ;  and,  in  order  to  draw  inhabitants  thither, 
all  the   privileges   of  royal  boroughs  were    to  be 
conferred   upon  them.     Finding  it,    however,    to 
be  no  eafy  matter  to  infpire  the  natives  of  thofe 
countries  with  the  love  of  induftry,   a  refolution 
was    taken  to    plant  an\ong    them   colonies    of 
people  from  the  more  induftrious  counties.     The 
firil  experiment  was  made  in   the  ifle  of  I^ewis  ; 
and  as    it   was    advantageoufly   Htuated  for  the 
fifhing  trade,  a  fource  from  which  Scotland  ought 
naturally    to    derive    great    wealth,    the    colony 
tranfportcd   thither  was    drawn  out    of  Fife,  the 
inhabitants   of    which  were    well  ikilled  in  that 
branch   of  commerce*     But  before  they  had  re- 
mamed  thefe  long  enough  to  manifeit  the  good 
effe&s   of  this  inftitution,  the  iflanders,    enraged 
at  feeing  their  country  occupied  by  thofe  intruders, 
took  arms,  and  furprifing  them  in  the  night-time, 
murdered  fome  of  them,  and  compelled  the  reft       ' 
to  abandon  the  fettlement.     The  king's  attention 
being  foon  after  turned  to  other  fubjefts,  we  hea? 
1^0  more  of  thjis  falu(;ary  projed.     Though  James 
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^ vin  ^     ^'^  ^^^  purfue  the  defign  with  that  fteady  appH- 
v-*^/-*— '   cation  and   perfeverance,  witliout  which  it  is  iifl- 
'  *^*'       poffible  to  change   the   manners  of  a  whole  peo- 
ple, he  had  the  glory,  however,  not  only  of  having 
firfl:   conceived   the  thought,   but    of   having  firft 
pointed  out  the  proper  method  of  introducing  the 
civil  arts  of  life  into  that  part  of  the  ifland  ^. 
EHzabeih-s        After    having   long  enjoyed   a  good  ftate   of 
Md  ceaiii.     health,  the  effect  of  a  found  conftitution,  and  the 
reward  ©f  uncommon  regularity  and  temperance, 
Elizabeth  began  this  winter  to  feel  her  vigour  de- 
creafe,  and  to*  be  fenfible  of  the  infirmities  of  old 
age.     Having  removed  on  a  very  ftormy  day  from 
Weftminfter  to  Richmond,  whither  (he  was  impa- 
i6o?.      tient  to  retire,  her  complaints  increafcd.     She  had 
January  3^  jjq  formed  fevcr  ;  her  pulfe  was  good  ;  but  fhe  ate. 
little,  and  could  not  fleep.     Her  diftemper  Jfeemed 
to  ))roceed   from   a  deep    melancholy,  which   ap- 
peared  both  in   her  countenance   and   behaviour. 
She  delighted  in  folitude,  {he  fat  conftantly  in  the 
dark ;  and  was  often  drowned  in  tears. 
*  No  fooner  was  the  queen's  indifpofition  known, 

than  perfons  of  all  ranks,  and  of  all  different  feds 
and  parties,  redoubled  their  applications  to  the 
king  of  Scots,  and  vied  with  each  other  in  pro- 
feffions  of  attachment  to  his  perfon, -and  in  pro- 
mifes  of  fubmiffion  to  his  government.  Even 
fomc  of  Elizabeth's  own  fervants,  weary  of  the 
•  length  of  her  reign,  fond  of  novelty,  impatient 
to  get  rid  of  the  burthen  of  gratitude  for  paft  be- 
nefits, and  expeding  to  Ihare  in  the  liberality  of 

^  Pari.  1J87.  1594.  1597.     Spotfw.  468. 
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a  new  prince,  b€^;aii  to  defert  her :  and  crowds    ^yjj]  ^ 
of  people  hurried  towards  Scotland,  eager  to  pre-  v— -v-w 
Occupy  the  favour  of  the  fucceffor,  or  afraid  of      ^^^^* 
being  too  late  in  paying  homage  to  him; 

MEANWHHiE,  the  queen*s  difeafe  increafed,  and 
her  mdancholy  appeared  to  be  fettled  and  incura^ 
ble.  Various  conjeftUres  were  formed  concern^ 
ing  the  caufes  of  a  diforder^  from  which  fhe 
feemed  to  be  exempted  by  the  natural  cheerful- 
nefs  of  her  temper.  Some  imputed  it  to  her  be- 
ing forced,  contrary  to  her  inclination,  to  pardon 
the  earl  pf  Tyronne,  whofe  rebellion  had  for 
many  years  created  her  much  trouble*  Others 
imagined  that  it  arofe  from  obferving  the  ingrati- 
tude of  her  courtiers,  and  the  levity  of  her  peo*- 
pie,  who  beheld  her  health  declining  with  mod 
indecent  indifference,  and  looked  forward  to  the 
acceffion  of  the  Scottifti  king,  with  an  impa- 
tience which  they  could  not  conceal.  The  tj^A 
common  opinion,  at  that  time^  and  perhaps  the 
moft  probable,  was,  that  it  flowed  from  grief  for 
the  earl  of  Effex.  She  retained  an  extraordinary 
regard  for  the  memory  of  that  unfortunate  noble- 
man; and  though  (he  often  complained  of  his 
obftinacy,  feldom  mentioned  his  name  without 
tears*.  An  accident  happened  foon  after  her  re* 
tiring  to  Richmond,  which  revived  her.affe£tioii 
with  new  tendernefs;  and  embittered  her  forr^ws.  •• 
The  countefs  of  Nottingham,  being  on  her  death- 
bed, defired  to  fee  the  queen,  in  order  to  reveal 
Tomething  to  her,  without  difcovering  which,  (he 
^  Birch.  Mem.  ii.  505. 
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CbuW  not  die  in'  peace.  When  the  queen  csctne 
into  her  chamber,  Ihe  told  her,  'that  while  Effex 
lay  under  fentence  of  death,  he  was  defirous  of 
imploring  pardon  in  the  manner  which  the  queen 
herfelf  had  prefcribed,  by  returning-a  ring,  which 
during  the  height  of  his  favour  (he  had  given  him, 
with  a  promife  that  if,  in  any  future  diftrefs,  he 
fent  that  back  to  her  as  a  token,  it  ihould  entitle 
him  to  her  proteftion ;  that  lady  Scrope  was  the 
perfon  he  intended  to  employ  in  order  to  prefent 
it ;  that,  by  2  miflake,  it  was  put  into  her  hands 
inftead  of  lady  Scrope^s;  and,  that  flie  having 
communicated  the  matter  to  her  hufband,  one  of 
Effex^s  moft  implacable  enemies,  he  had  forbid 
her  either  to  carry  the  ring  to  the  queen,  or  to 
return  it  to  the  earl.  The  countefs  having  thus 
difclofed  her  fecret,  begged  the  queen^s  forgive- 
nefs :  but  Elizabeth,  who  now  faw  both  the  ma- 
lice, of  the  earl's  enemies,  and  how  unjuftly  (he 
had  fufpefted  him  of  inflexible  obftinacy,  replied, 
*'  God  may  forgive  you,  but  I  never  can  ;*'  and 
left  the   room  in  great  emotion  \      From  that 

moment, 

^  This  anecdote  concerning  Elizabeth  was  firft  publifted  by 
Ofbomc,  Mem.  of  Eliz-  p.  23  ;  is  confirmed  by  the  teftimony 
gf  de  Maurier,  Mem,  260,  and  by  the  traditional  evidence 
of  lady  Elizabeth  Spelman,  pubh'fhed  by  Dr.  Birch,  Negoc. 
io6i  Camden  mentions  the  queen's  grief  for  Effex's  death  as 
one  of  the  caufes  of  her  npelancholy.  Some  original  papers 
remain,  which  prove  that  this  was  commonly  believed  at  the 
time.  Birch.  Mem.  ii.  ^<?6.  Eflex,  however,  had  been  be- 
headed two  years  before  her  death,  and  there  fecms  to  have 
been  no  other  reafon^  but  that  which  we  have  afligned,  why 
her  forrows  (hould  r«vive  with  fo  much  violence  at  fo  great  a 
-diil^nce.of  time.    A3  the  death  pf  the  Countefs  of  Nottingham 
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ihoment,  her  fpirit  funk  endrdy ;  Ihe  could  fcarce  ^^j{]  ^ 
tkfte  food  ;  (he  refufed  all  the  medicines  prefcribed  '— ^^^-^ 
by  her  phyficiansj  declaring  that  (he  wifhed  to  ^^^' 
die,  and  would  live  no  longen  No  intreaty  could 
prevail  on  hei^  to  go  to  bed ;  (he  fat  on  cufliions, 
during  ten  days  and  nights,  j^enfive  and  iilenr^ 
holding  her  finger  almoft  continually  in  heif 
mouth,  mth  her  eyes  open,  and  fixed  on  *the 
ground.  The  only  thing  to  which  (he  feemed  to 
give  any  attention,  was  the  a£i:s  of  devotion  per- 
formed in  her  apartment  by  the  archbifliop  of 
Canterbury;  and  in  thefe  (he  joined  with  great 
appearance  of  fervour.  Wafted,  at  laft,  as  well 
by  anguiih  of  mind,  as  by  long  abftinence,  ihe 
expired,  without  a  ftruggle,  on  Thurfday  the 
twenty-fourth  day  of  March,  in  the  feventieth 
year  of  her  age,  and  in.  the  forty-fifth  of  her 
reigii  K 

Foreigners  often  accufe  the  Englifh  of  indif-  Hercha- 
ference  and  difrefped  towards  their  princes ;  but 
without  reafon.     No  people  are  more  grateful  than 

happened  about  a  fortnight  before  the  queen's  death,  the 
coincidence  of  thefe  events,  together  with  the  other  evidence 
mentioned,  adds  fo  itiuch  probability  to  the  ftory  related  by 
Ofborne,  as  will  entitle  it  to  a  place  in  hiftory.  The  only 
objection  to  the  account  we  have  given  of  Elizabeth's  at- 
tachment to  EfTeXy  arifes  fronn  her  great  age.  At  the  age 
of  68,  the  amorous  paffions  are  commonly  abundantly  cool, 
and  the  vidlence  of  all  the  pafiions,  except  one,  is  much  " 
sibatedi  But  the  force  of  this  objection  is  entirely  removed 
by  an  author  who  has  illufti-ated  many  paflages  in  the 
Engliili  Hiilory,  and  adorned  more.  Catalogue  of  Royal 
and  Noble  Authors,  Article  Effex. 

'  Canid.  /  Birch.  Mem.  ii.  506.   Birch.  Negoc.  206.   Strype, 
iv.  375- 
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^viii  ^    ^^^y  ^^   thofe   m^narchs  v^ho    merit   their  grati- 
Vi-^w-^^w    tude.     The  names  of  Edward  III.  and  Henry  V. 
*^^^*       are   mentioned  by  the   Englifh  of  this  age  with 
,        the  fame   warmth    as    they   were  by   thofe   who 
ihared   in    the    bleffings   and   fplendour   of  their 
reigns.     The  memory  of  Elizabeth  is  dill  adored 
in  England.      The  hiftorians  of  that  kingdom, 
after  celebrating  her  love  of  her  people ;  her  fa- 
gacity  in  difcerning  their  true  intereft ;  her  fteadi- 
nefs  in  purfuing  it ;  her  wifdom  in  the  choke  of 
her  minifters ;  the  glory  {he  acquired  by   arms ; 
the  tranquillity  Ihe  fecured  to  her  fubjefts  j  and 
the  increafe  of  fame,  of  riches,  and  of  commerce, 
which  were   the   fruits  of  all  thefe;  juftly  rank 
her   among   the   moft    illuftrioua  princes.      Even 
the  defers  in  her  charafter,  they  obferve,  were 
not  of  a  kind  pernicious  to  her  people.     Her  ex- 
cciffive   frugality   was   not   accompanied   with  the 
love  of  hoarding  ;  and,  though  it  prevented  fome 
great   undertakings,  and  rendered  the  fuceefs  of 
others   incomplete,   it   introduced    cjeconomy  into 
her  adminiftration,  and  exempted  the  nation  from 
many  burdens,    which    a  monarch,  more  profufe 
or   more   enterprifing,   muft  have  impofed.     Her 
flownefs  in  rewarding  her  fervants  fometimes  dif- 
couraged  ufeful  merit ;  but  it  prevented  the  un- 
deferving   from   acquiring  power  and  wealth,  to 
which  they  had   no   title.     Her  extreme  jealoufy 
of  thofe   princes   who   pretended   to  difpute  her 
right  to  the  crown,  led  her  to  take  fuch  precau- 
tions, as  tended  no  lefs  to  the  public  fafety,  than 
to  her  own ;    and   to  court  the  affedtions  of  her 
people,    as    the   firmed   fupport    of   her    throne. 

Such 
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Sach  is   the  pidure  which  the  Englifli  draw  of   book 
this  great  queen.  ^^---vy-^ 

Whoever  undertakes  to  write  the  hiftory  of  ^^^^' 
Scdtland,  finds  himfelf  obliged,  frequently,  to 
view  her  in  a  very  diflFerent,  and  in  a  lefs  amiable 
light.  Her  authority  in  that  kingdom,  during 
the  greater  part  of  her  reign,  was  iittle  inferior 
to  that  which  (he  poffefled  in  her  own.  But  this 
authority,  acquired  at  firft  by  a  fervice  of  great 
importance  to  the  nation,  flie  cxercifed  in  a  man- 
ner extremely  pernicious  to  its  happinefs.  By 
her  induftry  in  fomenting  the  rage  of  the  two 
contending  factions;  by  fupplying  the  one  with 
partial  aid  ;  by  feeding  the  other  with  falfe  hopes ; 
by  balancing  their  power  fo  artfully,  that  each  of 
them  was  able  to  diilrefs,  and  neither  of  them  to 
fubdue  the  other ;  fhe  rendered  Scotland  long  the 
feat  of  difcord,  confufion,  and  bloodflied :  and 
her  craft  and  ihtrigues,  effefling  what  the  valour 
of  her  anceftors  could  not  accomplifh,  reduced 
that  kingdom  to  a  ftate  of  dependance  op  Eng- 
land. The  maxims  of  policy,  often  little  confo- 
nant  to  thofe  of  morality,  may,  perhaps,^  juftify 
this  condtift.  But  no  apology  can  be  offered  for 
her  behaviour  to  queen  Mary ;  a  fcene  of  dif- 
fimulation  without  neceflity ;  and  of  feveriiy  be- 
yond example.  In  almofl:  all  her  other  adions, 
Elizabeth  is  the  objeft  of  our  highell  admiration ; 
in  this  we  muft  allow  that  (he  not  only  laid  afide 
the  magnanimity  which  became  a  queen,  but  the 
feelings  natural  to  a  woman. 

Though   Elizabeth    would    never  permit  the  j.»n;€s  pro. 
queftion  concerning  the  right  of  fucceflion  to  tl^e  ^i'!,'g'of 
N  ^  crown  "-''^*^'*^- 
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BOOK  icrown  to  be  determined  in  parliament ;  nor  d&i 
s^,^,.^  clare  her  own  fentiments  concerning  a  point 
1603.  which  (he  wiflied  to  remain  an  impenetrable  myf- 
tery  ;  Ihe  had,  however,  formed  no  defign  of  ex- 
cluding the  Seottifli  king  from  an  inheritance  to 
which  his  title  was  undoubted*  A  fhort  time;  be- 
fore her  death,  fhe  broke  the  filence  which  fhe 
had  fo  long  preferved  on  that  fubjeft,  and  told 
Cecil  and  the  lord  -admiral,  "  That  her  throne 
was  the  throne  of  kings  ;  that  (he  would  have  no 
mean  perfon  to  afcend  it,  and  that  her  coufin  the 
king  of  Scots  fhould  be  her  fucceffor.*'  This  (he 
confirmed  on  her  d^ath-bed*  M  foon  as  fhe 
breathed  her  laft,  the  lords  of  the  privy  council 
proclaimed  James  king  of  Etigland.  All  the  in- 
trigues carried  on  by  foreigners  in  favbur  of  the 
infanta,  all  the  cabals  formed  within  the  kingdom 
to  fqpport  the  titles  of  lady  Arabella  and  the 
^arl  of  Hartford,  difappeared  in  a  moment ;  the 
nobles  and  people,  forgetting  their  ancient  hof- 
tilities  vfith  Scotland,  and  their  averfion  for  the 
dominion  of  ftrangers,  teftified  their  fatisfaftion 
with  louder  acclamations  than  were  ufual  at  the 
acceffion  of  their  native  princes.  Amidft'  this 
tumult  of  joy,  a  motion  made  by  a  few  patriots, 
who  propofed  to  prefcribe  fome  conditions  to  the 
fucceffor,  and  to  exa£t  from  him  the  redrefs  of 
fome  grievances,  before  they  called  him  to  the 
throne,  was  fcarcely  heard ;  and  Cecil,  by  ftifling 
it,  added  t0  his  ftock  of  merit  with  his  new  mafter. 
Sir  Charles  Percy,  brother  of  the  earl  of  North- 
pmberlandy  and  Thomas  Somerfet,  the  earl  of 
'V^'orcpf^^r'?    foij,    were   difpatched    to  Scotlanc}, 
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with  a  letter  to  the  king,  figned  by  all  the  peers    book 
and  privy  counfellprs  then  in  London ;  informing  ^--v-^i^ 
him  of' the  queen's  death,  of  his  acceflion  to  the      *^®^' 
throne,  of  their  care  to  recognize  his  title,  and  of 
the  iiniverfal  applaufe  with  which  the  public  pro- 
clamation of  it  had  been  attended.     They  made 
the  utmod  hafte  to  deliver  this  welcome  meffaga ; 
but  were   prevented   by  the  zeal  of  fir   Robert 
Carey,  lord  Hunfdon's  youngeft  fon,  who,  fetting 
out  ^  few  hours  after  Elizabeth's  death,  arrived  at 
Edinburgh  on  Saturday  night,  juft  as  the  king  had 
gone  to  bed.     He  was  immediately  admitted  into 
the  royal  apartment,  and  kneeling  by  the  king's 
bed,  acquainted  him  with  the  death  of  Elizabeth, 
ialuted  him  king  of  England,  Scotland,   France, 
and  Ireland ;  and  as  a  token  of  the  truth  of  the 
intelligence  which   he  brought,   prefented  him  a 
ring,  which  his  fifter  lady  vScrope  had  taken  from 
the  queen's,  fioger  after  her  death.     James  heard 
him  with  a  decent  compofure.     But  as  Carey  was 
only  a  private  meffenger,  the  information  which 
he  brought  was  not  made  public,  and  the  king 
kept  his  apartment  till  the  arrival  of  Percy  and 
Somerfet.      Then    his   titles    were   folemnly   pro- 
claimed ;  and  his  own  fubjefts  expreffed  no  lefs 
joy,  than  the  Englifti,  at  this  increafe  of  his  dig- 
nity.    As  his  prefence  was  abfolutely  neceflary  in 
England,  where  the  people   were  extremely  im- 
patient to  fee  their  new  fovereign,  he  prepared  to 
let  out  for  that  kingdom  without  delay.     He  ap- 
pointed his  queen   to  follow^  him  within  a  few 
weeks.     He  committed   the  government  of  Scot- 
land to  his  privy  council.     He  intruded  the  care 
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^vin^  of  his  children  to  different  noblemen.  On  the 
w^v-i*^  Sunday  before  his  departure,  he  repaired  to  the 
*^°^'  church  of  St.  Giles,  and  after  hearing  a  fermon, 
in  which  the  preacher  difplayed  the  greatnefs  of 
the  divine  gopdnefs  in  raifing  him  to  the  throne  of 
fuch  a  powerful  kingdom  without  oppofuion  or 
bloodflied,  and  exhorted  him  to  e^prefs  his-  grati- 
tude^  by  promoting,  to  the  utmoft,  the  bappineft 
and  profperity  of  his  fubjefts ;  the  king  rpfe  up, 
and  addreffing  himfelf  to  the  people,  made  many 
|)rofeflion$  of  unalterable  affeftion  towards  them  j 
promifed  to  vifit  Scotland  frequently ;  affared 
them  that  his  Scottifli  fubjefts,  nptwithftanding 
his  abfence,  fhould  feel  that  he  was  their  nativd 
prince,  no  lefs  than  when  he  refided  among 
them  ;  and  might  ftill  truft  that  his  ears  fhould  be 
always  open  to  their  petitions,  which  he  would 
anfwer  with  the  alacrity  and  love  of  a  parent^ 
His  words  were  often  interrupted  by  the  tears  of 
the  whole  audience  j  who,  though  they  exulted 
at  the  king's  profperity,  wpre  melted  into  forrow 
by  thefe  tender  declarations  "*• 
Takes  pof.  Q^  ^j^g  fifth  of  A  pril  he  began  his  journey,  with 
the  throne,  a  fplcudid,  but  not  a  numerous  train ;  and  next 
day  he  entered  Berwick.  Wherever  he  came,  im- 
menfe  multitudes  were  affembled  to  welcome  him  5 
and  the  principal  perfons  in  the  different  counties) 
through  which  he  pafTed,  difplayed  all  their  wealth 
and  magnificence  in  entertainments  prepared  for 
him  at  their  houfes,  Elizabeth  had  reigned  fo 
long   in   England,   that  mofl  of  her  fubjefts   re- 


"*  Spotfw.  476. 


Digitized 


membered 
by  Google 


OF   SCOTLAND.  185 

memberfed  no  other  court  biit  hers,  ind  their  book 
notions  of  the  manners  and  decorums  fuitable  to  -—^-^ 
a  prince  \Vere  formed  upon  what  they  had  obferved  '^®3» 
there.  It  was  natural  to  apply  tl>is  ftandard  to 
the  behaviour  and  aftions  of  their  new  monarch, 
and  to  compare  him,  at  firft  fight,  with  the  queen, 
on  whofe  throne  he  was  to  be  placed.  James, 
whofe  manners  were  extremely  different  fron^ 
hers,  fuffered  by  the  comparifon.  He  had  not 
that  flowing  affability,  by  which  Elizabeth  cap- 
tivated the  hearts  of  her  people  5  ;and,  though  feafy 
among  a  few  whom  he  loved,  his  indolence  could 
not  bear  the  fatigue  of  rendering  himfelf  agree-  ' 
able  to  a  mixed  multitude.  He  was  no  lefs  a 
ftranger  to  that  dignity  with  which  Elizabeth 
tempered  her  familiarity.  And,  inftead  of  that 
well-judged  frugality  with  which  fhe  conferred 
titles  of  honour,  he  bellowed  them  with  an  un- 
diftinguifhing  profufion,  that  rendered  them  no 
longer  marks  of  diftmdion,  or  rewards  of  merit. 
But  thefe  ^ere  the  reflexions  of  the  few  alone; 
the  multitude  continued  their  acclamations ;  and, 
amidft  thefe,  James  entered  London  on  the  7th  of 
May,  and  took  peaceable  poflTeflion  of  the  throne 
of  England. 

Thus  were  united  two  kingdoms,  divided  from  Conciufon. 
the  earlieft  accounts  of  time,  but  deftined,  by  their 
fituation,  to  form  one  great  monarchy.  By  this. 
junftion  of  its  whole  native  force,  Great  Britain 
hath  rifen  to  an  eminence  and  authority  in  Europe, 
which  England  and  Scotland,  while  feparate,  could 
never  have  attained. 
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vui. 

A  view  of 
the  Revo, 
lutidns  in 
the  confii. 
Motion  of 
Scotland 
Once  the 
acceiHon  of 
VI. 


The  Scots  had  fo  long  confidered  their  mow 
narehs  as  next  heirs  to  the  Englifli  throne,  that 
they  had  full  leifure  to  refled;  on  all  the  conf&- 
quences  of  their  being  advanced  to  that  dignity. 
But,  dazzled  with  the  glory  of  giving  a  fovereiga 
to  their  powerful  enemy,  relying  on  the  partiality 
of  their  native  prince,  and  in  full  expedation  of 
faring  liberally  in  the  wealth  and  honours  which 
he  would  now  be  able  to  beftow,  they  attended 
little  to  the  moft  obvious  confcquences  of  that 
great  event,  and^rejoiced  at  his  acceiEon  to  the 
throne  of  England,  as  if  it  had  been  no  lefs  bene- 
ficial to  the  kingdom,  than  honourable  to  the 
king.  They  foon  had  reafon,  however,  to  adopt 
very  different  fentiments ;  and  from  that  period 
we  may  date  a  total  alteration  in  the  political  con- 
flitution  of  Scotland. 

The  feudal  ariftocracy,  which  had  been  fub- 
verted  in  moft  nations  of  Europe  by  the  policy  of 
their  princes,  or  had  been  undermined  by  the 
progrefs  of  commerce,  ftill  fubfiftcd  with  full 
force  in  Scotland,  Many  caufes  had  contributed 
gradually  to  augment  the  power  of  the  Scottilh 
nobles ;  and  even  the  Reformajtion,  which,  in 
every  other  country  where  it  prevailed,  added  to 
the  authority  of  the  monarch,  had  increafed  their 
wealth  and  influence.  A  king  poflTeffed  of  a  fmall 
revenue,,  with  a  prerogative  extremely  limited, 
and  unfupported  by  a  ftanding  army,  could  ncrt 
exercife  much  authority  over  fuch  potent  fubjeds. 
He  was  obliged  to  govern  by  expedients }  and 
the  laws  derived  their  force  not  from  his  power 
to  execute  them,  but  from  the  voluntary  fubmif- 
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fion  of  the  nobles.     But  though  this  produced  a    ^y.S'^ 
fpecies   of  government    extremely  feeble  and  if-  v 
regular;  though  Scotland,  under  the  name,  and 
with  all  the  outward  enfigns,  of  a  monarchy,  was 
really  fubjeft  to  an  ariftrocacy,  the  people  were 
not  altogether  unhappy,   and,  even  in  this  wild 
form,    of  a   conftitution,    there    were    principl^Sj 
which   tended  to   their    fecurity   and    advantage. 
The  king,  checked  and  overawed  by  the  nobles, 
durft   ViHiture  upon  no  aft   of  arbitrary  power* 
The   nobles,  jealous  pf  the  kfcig,  whofe  claims 
and  pretenfions   were   many,    though   his  power 
was  fmall,  were  afraid  of  irritating  their  depend- 
ants by  unreafonable  exadions,  and  tempered  the 
rigour  of  ?iriftocratical  tyranny,   with  a  mildnefs 
and  equality  to  which'  it  is  naturally  a  ftranger. 
As  long  ^s  the  military  genius  of  the  feudal  go- 
vernment remained  in  vigour,  the  vaflals  both  of 
the  crown  and  of  the  barons  were  generally  not 
only  free  fron^  oppreffion,  but  were  courted  by 
their  fuperiors,  whofe  power  and  importance  were 
founded  on  their  attachment  and  love. 

But,  by  his  acceflion  to  the  throne  of  Eng-, 
land,  James  acquired  fuel)  an  immenfe  acceflion 
of  wealth,  of  ^wer,  and  of  fplendour,  that  the 
nobles,  aftoniflied  and  intimidated,  thought  it  vain 
to  ftruggle  for  privileges  which  .they  were  now 
unable  to  defend*  Nor  was  it  from  fear  alone 
that  they  fubmitted  to  the  yoke;  James,  partial 
to  his  countrymen,  and  willing  that  they  Ihould 
partake  in  his  good  fortune,  loaded  them  with 
riches  and  honours ;  and  the  hope  of  his  &vour 
concurred  with  the  dread  of  his  power,  in  tanning 

^  '  their 


Digitized  by 


Google 


^88  THE   HISTORY 

^viii^  their  fierce  and  independent  fpirits.  The  will  of 
the  prince  became  the  fupreme  law  in  Scotland; 
and  the  nobles  flrove,  with  emulation,  who  (hould 
moft  implicitly  obey  commands  which  they  had 
formerly  been  accuftomed  to  contemn.  Satisfied 
with  having  fubje&ed  the  nobles  to  the  crown, 
the  king  left  them  in  full  pofleflion  of  their  an^ 
cient  jurifdiflion  over  their  own  vaflals.  The 
extenfive  rights,  vefted  in  a  feudal  chief,  became 
in  their  hands  dreadful  infliruments  of  oppreilion, 
and  the  military  ideas,  on  which  thefe  rights  were 
founded,  being  gradually  loft  or  difregarded,  no- 
thing remained  to  corr^ft  or  to  mitigate  the  rigour 
with  which  they  were  exercifed.  The  nobles, 
cxhaufting  their  fortunes  by  the  expence  of  fre- 
ijuent  attendance  upon  the  Englifh  court,  and  by 
attempts  to  imitate  the  manners  and  luxury  of  their 
more  wealthy  neighbours,  multiplied  exactions 
upon  the  people,  who  durft  hardly  utter  complaints 
which  they  knew  would  never  reach  the  ear  of 
their  ipvereign,  nor  move  him  to  grant  them  any 
redrefs,  From  the  union  of  the  crowns  to  the 
revolution  in  1688,  Scotland  was  placed  in  a  po- 
litical fituation,  of  ail  others  the  moft  fmgular  and 
the  moft  unhappy;  fubjefled  at  #nce  to  the  ab*  ' 
folute  will  of  a  monarchy  and  to  the  oppreflive 
jurifdidion  of  an  ariftrocacy,  it  fuffered  all  the 
jniferies  peculiar  to  both  thefe  forms  of  govern^ 
ment.  Its  kings  were  defpotic;  its  nobles  were 
ilaves  and  tyrants ;  and  the  people  groaned  under 
the  rigorous  domination  of  both* 

During  this  period,  the  nobles,  it  is  true,  made 
one  effoit  to  fliake  off  the  yoke,  and  to  regain  their 
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ancient  independency.  After  the  death  of  James,  *viir.^ 
the  ScottiA  nation  was  no  longer  viewed  by  our 
monafchs  with  any  partial  aflfedUon.  Charles  I. 
educated  among  the  Englifli,  difcovered  no  pe- 
culiar attachment  to  the  kingdom  of  which  he  was 
a  native.  The  nobles,  perceiving  the  fceptre 
to  be  now  in  hands  lefs  friendly,  and  fwayed  bjr 
a  prince  with  whom  they  had  little  connexion,  and 
Qver-whofe  councils  they  had  little  influence,  my 
longer  fubmitted  with  the  fame  implicit  obedience. 
Provoked  by  fome  encroachments  of  the  king  on 
their  order,  and  apprehenfive  of  others,  the  re- 
mains of  their  ancient  fpirit-  began  to  appear. 
They  complained  and  remonftrated.  The  peo- 
ple being,  at  the  fame  time,  violently  difgufted 
at  the  innovations  in  religion,  the  nobles  fecretly 
heightened  this  difguft ;  and  their  artifices,  to- 
gether with  the  ill-conduQ:  of  the  court,  raifed 
fucb  a  fpirit,  that  the  whole  nation  took  arms 
againft  their  fovereign,  with  an  union  and  ani- 
mosity of  which  there  had  formerly  been  no  ex- 
ample. Charles  brought  againft  tbem  the  forces 
of  England,  and,  notwithftanding  their  own  union, 
and  the  zeal  of  the  people,  the  nobles  muft 
have  funk  in  the  ftruggle.  But  the  difafFeftion 
which  was  growing  among  his  Englifh  fubjeOis, 
prevented  the  king  from  afting  with  vigour.  A 
civil  war  broke  out  in  both  kingdoms ;  and  after 
many  battles  and  revolutions,  which  are  well 
known,  the  Scottiih  nobles,  who  firfl  began  the 
war^  were  involved  in  the  fame  ruin  with  the 
throne.  At  the  reftoration,  Charles  II.  regain- 
ed full  pofleffion  of  the  royal  prerogative  in  Scot- 
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^vm'^  land ;  send  the  nobles,  vrhofe  eftates  were  wafted) 
or  their  fpirit  broken,  by  the  calamities  to  which 
they  had  been  expofed,  were  Icfs  ^able  and  lefs 
willing  than  ever  to  refift  the  power  of  the  crown. 
During  his  rdgn,  and  that  of  James  VIL  the 
diftates  of  the  monarch  were  received  in  Scot* 
land  with  moft  abjeft  fubmiffion^  The  poverty 
to  which  many  of  the  nobl^  were  reduced,  ren- 
dered them  meaner  ilaves,  and  more  intolerable 
tyrants  than  ever*  The  people,  always  neglefted^ 
were  now  odious,  and  loaded  with  every  iDJury^ 
on  account  of  their  attachment  to  religious  and 

''political  principles,  extremely  repugnant  to  thofe 
adopted  by  their  princes* 

The  revolution  introduced  other  maxims  into 
the  government  of  ^Scotland,  To  increafe  the  au- 
thority  of  the  princei  or  to  fecure  the  privileges  of 
the  nobles,  had  hitht^rto  been  almoft  the  fole  objcft 
of  our  laws.  The  rights  of  the  people  were  hardly 
ever  mentioned,    were  difregarded,    or  unknown. 

'  Attention  began,  henceforward,  to  be  paid  to  the 
welfare  of  the  people.  By  the  claim  of  rigbt^  their 
liberties  were  fecured ;  and  the  number  of  their 
reprefentatives  being  increafed,  they  gradually 
acquired  new  weight  and  confideration  in  parlia* 
ment.  As  they  came  to  enjoy  more  fecurity  and 
greater  power,  their  minds  began  to  open,  and  to 
form  more  extenfive  plans  of  commerce,  of  in* 
dultry,  and  of  police.  But  the  ariftocratical  fpirit, 
which  ftill  predominated,  together,  with  many 
other  accidents,  retarded  the  improvenaeat  and 
happinefs  of  the  nation.  * 
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Akother  great  event  completed  what  the  re-  ^^^  ^ 
volution  had  begun.  The  political  power  of  the 
nobles,  already  broken  by  the  union  of  the  two 
crowns,  was  almoft  annihilated  by  the  union  of 
the  two  kingdoms.  Inftead  of  making  a  part,  as 
formerly,  of  the  fupreme  aifembly  of  the  nation, 
inftead  of  bearing  the  moft  confiderable  fway 
there,  the  Peers  of  Scotland  are  admitted  into  the 
Britifh  parliament  by  their  reprefentatives  only, 
and  form  but  an  inconfiderable  part  of  one  of  thofe 
bodies  in  which  the  legiilative  authority  is  vefted. 
They  thtoifelves  are  excluded  abfolutely  from  the 
houfe  of  commons,  and  eveii  their  eldeft  fons  are 
not  permitted  to  reprefent  their  countrymen  in 
that  auguft  affembly.  Nor  have  their  feudal  pri- 
vileges remained,  to  compenlate  for  this  extinc« 
tion  of  their  political  authority.  As  commerce 
advanced  in  its  progrefs,  and  government  attained 
nearer  to  perfeftion,  thefe  were  infenfibly  circum* 
fcribed,  and  at  lad,  by  laws  no  lefs  falutary  to 
the  public  than  fatal  to  the  nobles,  they  have 
been  almod  totally  aboliihed.  As  the  nobles 
were  deprived  of  power,  the  people  acquired  li- 
berty. Exempted  from  burdens,  to  which  they 
were  formerly  fubjed,  fcreened  from  oppreffion, 
to  which  they  had  been  long  expofed,  and 
adopted  into  a  conftirution,  whofe  genius  and 
laws  were  more  liberal  than  their  own,  they  have 
extended  their  commerce,  refined  their  manners, 
made  improvements  in  the  elegancies  of  life,  and 
cultivated  the  arts  and  fciences. 

This  furvey  of  the  political  ftate  of  Scotland, 
in  which  events  and  their  caufes  have  been  men- 
tioned 
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^vin  ^    ^^^^  rather  than  developed,  eoabled  us  to  point 
out  diree  ae;ras,  from  each  of  which  we  may  date 
fome  great  alteration  hi  one  or  other  jof  ihe  three 
different  members  of  which  the  fupreme  legifla- 
tive  affembly  in  our  conftitution  is  compofed.    At 
their    accejftm    to    the    throne    of  England^  the 
kings    of  Scotland,  once  the   mofl:    limited,  be- 
came, in  an  inilant,  the  moA  abfolute  princes  in 
£urope,  and  exercifed  a  despotic  authority,  which 
their  parliaments   were  unable    to    contrqul,   or 
their  nobles  to  refift.     At  the  union  of  the  two 
kingdoms,  the  feudal  aridocracy,  which  had  fub* 
lifted  fo  many  ages,*  and  with  power  fo   exorbi- 
tant,   was   overturned,  and    the    Scottiih   nobles 
having    furrendered     rights    and    pre-eminences 
peculiar  to  their  order,  reduced  themfelves  to  a 
condition  which  is  no  longer  the  terror  and  envy 
of   other    fubjeds^     Since    the    union^  the  com- 
mons,   anciently    negle&ed    by  their  kings,  and 
feldom  courted  by  the  nobles,  have  qm^ged  into 
dignity ;  and,  bemg  admitted   to   a  participation 
of  all  the  privileges  which  the  JCnglifh  had  pur- 
chafed  at  the  expence  of  fo  much  bloody  mufti 
now  be  deemed  a  body  not  lefs  confiderable  in 
the  one  kingdom,  than  they  have  long  been  in 
the  other. 

The  church  felt  the  effects  of  the  abfplut^  power;] 
which  the  king  acquired  by  his  acceiUpn  ;  s^d  itt| 
revolutions,  too,  are  worthy  of  notice.  James,  du-, 
ring  the  latter  years  of  his  adminiftraUcm  io  $cott 
land,  had  revived  the  name  and  ofSjce .  of  btihops^ 
But  they  poffeffed  no  ecclefiaftical  jurifdiftion  or 
pre-eminence ;  their  revenues  were  incpnfider^blei 
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4nd  they  irore  fcarcely  diftinguiflied  by  any  thing  ^,y^ 
but  by  thdr  feat  in  parliament,  and  by  being  the" 
objeft  of  th^  clergy's  jealoufy,  and  the  people's  ha-  * 
tred.  The  king,  delighted  with  the  fplendour  stnd 
authority  which  the  Englifh  bilhops  enjoyed,  and 
eager  to  efFeft  an  union  in  the  ecclefiaftical  policy, 
which  he  iiad,  in  vain,  attempted  m  the  civil  go- 
vernment of  the  two  kingdoms,  refolved  to  bring 
both  churches  to  an  exa£t  conformity  ixrith  each 
other.  Three  Scotfmen  were  confecrated  bifliops 
at  London.  From  them,  their  brethren  were 
commanded  to  receive  orders.  Ceremonies  un- 
known  in  Scotland  were  impofed ;  and  though  the 
clergy,  Icfs  obfequious  than  the  nobles,  boldly  op- 
pofed  thefe  innovations,  James,  long  praflifed  and 
well-fkilled  in  the  arts  of  managing  them,  ob- 
tained at  length  their  compliance.  But  Charles  I. 
a  fuperftitious  prince,  unacquainted  whh  the  genius 
of  the  Scots,  imprudent  and  precipitant  in  all  the 
meafures  he  purfued  in  that  kingdom,  prefling  too 
eagerly  the  reception  of  the  Englifh  liturgy,  and 
mdifcreetly  attempting  a  refumption  of  church 
lands,  kindled  the  flames  of  civil  law;  and  the 
people  being  left  at  Kberty  to  indulge  their  own 
wifhes,  the  epifcopal  church  was  overturned,  and 
the  preftyterian  government  and  difcipline  were  re- 
eftablifhed  with  new  vigour.  Together  with  mo- 
narchy, epifcopacy  was  reftored  in  Scotland.  A 
form  of  government,  fo  odious  to  the  people,  re- 
quired force  to  uphold  it ;  and  though  not  only  the 
whole  rigour  of  authority,  but  all  the  barbarity  of 
|)criecution,  were  employed  in  its  fupport,  the  aver- 
fion  of  the  nation  was  infnrmountable,  and  it  fub- 
VoL,UL  O  fiftei 
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^viu^    fiftcd  with  difficulty.     At  the  revolution,  the  'in- 
^..^.^w  clinations  of  the  people  were  thought  worthy  the 
.  attention  of  the  legiflature,   the   prefbyterian  jgo- 
vernment   was   again   eftablifhed,    and,  being  ra- 
tified by   the    union,  is   ftill    maintained  in   the 
yngdoni. 

Nor  did  the  influence  of  the  acceffion  extend 
to  the  civil  and  ecclefia (Ileal  conftitutions  alone; 
the  genius  of  the  nation,  its  tafte  and  fpirlt, 
things  of  a  nature  ftill  more  delicate,  were  fen- 
fibly  afFefted  by  that  event.  When  learning'  re- 
vived in  the  fifteenth  and  fixteenth  centuries,  all 
the  modern  languages  were  in  a  ftate  extremely 
barbarous,  devoid  of  elegance,  of  vigour,  and 
even  of  perfpicuity.  No  author  thought  of  writ- 
ing in  languages  fo  ill  adapted  to  exprefs  and 
embellifli  his  fentiments,  or  of  eredting  a  work 
for  immortality  with  fuch  rude  and  perifhable  ma- 
terials. As  the  fpirit,  which  prevailed  at  that  time, 
did  not  owe  its  rife  to  any  original  effort  of  the 
human  mind,  but  was  excited  chiefly  by  admiration 
of  the  ancienls,  which  began  then  to  be  ftudied 
Vith  attention  in  every  part  of  Europe,  their  com- 
pofitions  were  deemed  not  only  the  ftandards  of 
tafte  and  of  fentiment,  but  of  ftyle;  and  even  the 
languages  in  which  they  wrote  were  thought  to  be 
peculiar,  and  almoft  confecrated  to  learning  and 
the  mufes.  Not  only  the  manner  of  the  ancients 
was  imitated,  but  their  language  was  adopted:  and, 
extravagant  as  the  attempt  may  appear  to  write  in 
%i  dead  tongue,  in  which  men  were  not  accuftomed 
to  think,  and  which  they  could  not  fpeak,  or  even 
pronounce^  the  fuccefs  of  it  was  aftonifliiog.    As 
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tbeyTormed  their  ftyle  upon  the-pureft  mpdejg ;  •  ^^^g  *^ 
as  they  were  uninfcfted  with  thpfe  barbarifms, 
which  the  inaccuracy  of  familiar  conyerfaiion,  the 
afieiftation  of  courts,^  intercourfe  with  ftrangers, 
and  a  thoufand  other  caufes,  ^introduce  into 
living  languages;  many  moderns  have  attained 
to  a  degree  of  elegance  in  their  Latin  compo- 
fitions,  which  the  Romans  themfelves  fcarce  pof- 
feflSed  beyond  the  limits  of  the  Auguftan  age. 
While  this  was  almoft  the  only^  fpecies  of  compo- 
fition,  and  all  authors,  by  ufing  one  common  lan- 
guage could  be  brought  to  a  nearer  comparifcm, 
the  Scottifh  writers  were  not  inferior  to  thofe  of 
^y  other  nation.  The  happy  genius  of  Buchanan, 
equally  formed  to  excel  in  profe  and  in  verfe, 
more  various,  more  original,  and  more  elegant, 
than  that  of  almoft  any  other  modern  who  writ.e$ 
in  Latin,  refleSsj,  with  regard  to  this. particular,  the 
greateft  luftre  on  his  country. 

But  the  labour  attending  the  ftudy  of  a  dead 
tongue  was  irkfome ;  the  unequal  return  for  their 
induftry  which  authors  met  with,  who  could  be 
read  and  admired  only  within  the  narrow  circle 
of  the  learned,  was  mortifying;  and  men,  in- 
ftead.of  wafting  half  their,  lives  in  learning  the 
language  of  the  Ronuns,  began  to  refine  and  to 
polxfti,  their  own.  The  modern  tongues  were 
found  U>  be  fufceptible  of  beauties  and  graces, 
which,  if  not  equal  .to  thofe  jof  the  ancient  ones, 
\eere.  at.leaft  more  attainable.  The  Italians  hav- 
ing firil  fet  ^e  example,  Latin  was  no  loogef 
^tfed  ia. works  of  tafte;  it  was  confined  to 
boQJui/0§  'kimc^y  and  the  politer  nalbAs  haw: 
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^^OK  bahiflied  it  even  from  thcfc.  The  Scots,  we  may 
prefume,  would  have  liad  no  citife  to  regret  this 
change  in  the  public  tafte,  and  would  ftill  have 
been  able  to  maintain  feme  equality  with  other 
nations,  in  their  purfuit  of  literary  honour.  The 
Englifli  and  Scottifti  languages,  derived  from 
the  fame  fources,  were,  at  the  end  of  the  fixteenth 
century,  in  a  ftate  nearly  fimilar,  diflfering  from 
one  another  fomewhat  in  orthography,  though 
not  only  the  words,  but  the  idioms,  were  much 
the  fame.  The  letters  of  feveral  Scottifli  ftatef- 
mien-of  that  age  are  not  inferior  in  elegance,  or 
in  purity,  to  thofe  of  the  Englifli  minifters  with 
whom  they  correfponded.  James  himfelf  was 
mafter  of  a  ftyle  far  from  contemptible;  and  by 
his  example  and  encouragement,  the  Scottiih 
language  might  have  kept  pace  with  the  Englifli 
in  refinement.  Scotland  might  have  had  a  feries 
of  authors  in  its  own,  as  well  as  in  the  Latin  lau* 
guage  to  boaft  of;  and  the  improvements  in  tzAe^ 
in  the  artSj'and  in  the  fciences,  which  fpread  over 
the  other  poliflied  nations  of  Europe,  would  hot 
have  been  unknown  there. 

But,  at  the  very  time  when  other  nations  were 
beginning  to  drop  the  ufe  of  Latin  in  works  of 
tafte,  and  to  make  trial  of  the  ftrength  and  com- 
pafs  of  their  own  languages,  Scotland  ceafed  to 
|)e  a  kingdom.  The  tranfports  of  joy,  which  the 
acceflion  at  firil  occafioned,  were  foon  over-: 
and  the  Scots,  being  at  once  deprived  of  all  the 
cbjeds  that  refine  or  animate  a  people;  of  the 
prefence  of  thdr  prince,  of  the  concourfe  of  sjd* 
Ues,  of  the  fplendour  and  elegance  of  a  court,  aa 
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uniTcrial  dejeaion  of  fpirit  fecms  to  have  fazed    ".vm.'^ 
the  nation.    The  court  being  withdrawn,  no  do- 
meftic  ftandard  of  propriety  and   correSnefs  of 
fpeech    remained;    the    few    compofitions    that 
Scotland    produced    were    tried  by  the    Englifh 
itandard,  and  every  word  or  phrafe  that  varied  in 
the  leaft  from  that,  was  condemned  as  barbarous ; 
whereas,  if  the  two  nations  had  continued  diitinS, 
each  might  have  retained  idioms  and  forms  of 
fpeech    peculiar  to  itfeif;    and    thefe,    rendered 
^dhionable  by  the  example  of  a  court,  and  fup-  . 
ported  by  the  authority  of  writers  of  reputation, 
might  have  been  viewed  in  the  fame  light  with 
the  varieties  occaiioned  by  the  dijBFerent  diale£ts 
m  the  Greek  tongue ;  they  even  might  have  been 
confidered  as  beauties ;  and,  in  many  cafes,  might 
have  been  ufed  promifcuoufly  by  the  authors  of 
both  nations.     But,  by  the  accefCon,  the  English 
naturally  became  the  fole  judges  and  lawgivers 
in  language,  and  reje£ted  as  folecifms,  every  form 
of  fpeech  to  which  their  ear  was  not  accuftomed* 
Nor  did  the  Scots,  while  the  intercourfe  between 
the  two  nations  was  inconfiderable",  and  ancient 

prejudices 

'  A  remarkable  proof  of  the  little  intercourfe  between  the 
EnglUh  ^itd  Scots  before  th^  union  of  the.  crownsy  la  %q 
be  foH&d  in  tveo  curious  papers,  one  publifhed  by  Hayuesj 
tl^c  other  by  Strype.  In  the  year  1567,  Elizabeth  com- 
maaded  the  biihop  of  London  to  take  a  furvey  of  aQ  the  . 
ftrangers  within  the  citits  of  London  and  Weftmtnfter.  By 
this  report,  which  is  very  minute,  it  appears  that  the,  whole  - 
Dumber^f  Scots  a^  that  time  was  58.  Haynes,  455.  A  furvey 
of  the  bxofi  kiwi  was  nude  by  Sir  Thomas  Row,  lord  jnayor» 
A*  p.  4  j68.  The  number  of  Scots  had  t^n  increafed  to 
88.    Strype,  iv.    i^upplenient.  No.  I.     On  the  ac^eflion  of 
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^vm*^  prgndices  were  ftill  fo  violent  ts  to  prevent  iftii- 
tatiop,  poffefs  the  means  of  I'efinmg  their  ^own 
tongue  according  to  the  purity  of  the  Erlglifh 
.  ftandard.  On  the  contrary,  new  corruptions  flowed 
into  it  from  "every  different  fource.  The  clergy 
of  Scotland,  in  that  age,  were  more  etnineht  for 
piety  than  for  learning ;  and  though  there  did  not 
^rife  many  authors  among  them,  yet  being  in  pof- 
feflion  of  the  privilege  of  difcourfing  publicly  to 
the  people,  and  their  fermons  being  too  long, 
a^id  perhaps  too  frequent,  fuch  hafty  produftions 
could  not  be  elegant,  and  many  flovenly  and  in- 
correct modes  of  expreflion  may  be  traced  back 
to  that  original.  The  pleadings  of  lawyers  were 
equally  loofe  and  inaccurate,  and  that  profeffion 
having  fumiflied  more  authors,  and  the  matters 
of  which  they  treat  mingling  daily  in  common 
difcourfe  and  bufinefs,  many  of  thofe  vicious  forms 
of  fpeech,  which  are  denominated  Scotticifms^ 
have  been  introduced  by  them  into  the  language. 
Nor  did  either  the  language  or  public  tafte  re- 
ceive any  improvement  in  parliament,  where-  a 
rtitrt  liberal  and  more  correft  eloquenee  might 
haye  been  expedled.  All  bufinefs  was  tranfafted 
there  by  the  lords  of  articles,  and  they  were  lb 
fervilely  devoted  to  the  court,  that  few  debates 
arofe,  and,  prior  to  the  revolution,  none  were 
conduced  with  the  fpirit  and  vigour  natural  to  a 
popular  affembly* 

Jsines)  a  confickrablc    number    of  Scota,    efpechdiy  of-  the 

higher  rank,   refopted  to  England ;   hut  it  WM  sot  till  the 

union  that  the  intercotirfe   between   thje  twp  kingdoina  be- 
C^ac  greet* 
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Thus,  during  the  whole  feventeenth  century,'  ^vijL^ 
the  Englilh  were  gradually  refining  their  language^ 
and  their  taftc  j  in  Scotland  the  former  was  much 
debafed,  and  the  latter  almoft  entirely  loft.  In. 
the  beginning  of  that  period,  both  nations  were 
emerging  out  of  barbarity ;  but  the  diftance  be- 
tween them,  which  was  then  inconfiderable,  be^ 
came,  before  the  end  of  it,  immenfe.  Even  after 
fcience  had  once  dawned  up5n  them,  the  Scots 
feemed  to  be  finking  back  into  ignorance  and  ob- 
fcurity  ;  and  aftive  and  intelligent  as  they  natu- 
rally are,  they  continued,  while  other  nations  were 
eager  in.  the  purfuit  of  fame  and  knowledge,  in  a 
ftate  of  languor.  This,  however,  muft  be  imputed 
to  the  unhappinefs  of  their  political  fituation,  not 
to  any  defeft  of  genius ;  for  no  fooner  was  the  one 
removed  in  any  degree,  than  the  other  began  to  dif- 
play  itfelf.  The  a£k  aboliftiing  the  power  of  the 
lords  of  articles,  and  other  falutary  laws  paffed  at 
the  revoludon,  having  introduced  freedom  of  do» 
bate  into  the  Scottifh  parliament,  eloquence,  with 
all  the  arts  that  accompany  or  perfeft  it,  became 
immediate  objedts  of  attention ;  s^d  the  example 
of  Fletcher  of  Salton  alone  is  fufficient  to  (hew  that 
the  Scots  were  ftill  capable  of  generous,  fendments, 
and,  notwithftanding  fome  peculiar  idioms,  were 
able  to  exprefs  themfelves  with  energy,  and  with 
elegance. 

At  length  the  union  having  incorporated  the 
two  nations,  and  rendered  them  one  people,  the 
diftindions  which  had  fubfifted  for  many  ages 
gradually  wear  away ;  peculiarities  difappear ;  the 
^e  manners  prevail  in  both  parts  of  the  ifland ; 
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'vm^  the  i^e  authors  are  read  and  admired;  the  fame 
entertainments  are  frequented  by  the  elegant  and 
polite ;  and  the  fame  ftandard  of  tafle,  and  of  pu- 
rity'in  language,  is  eftablifhed,  The  Scots,  after 
being  placed,  during  a  whole  century,  in  a  fitu« 
ation  no  lefs  £ttal  to  (he  liberty  than  to  the  tafte 
and  gepius  of  the  natioi),  were  at  once  put  in 
poifeflipri  of  privileges  more  valuable  than  thofe 
which  their  angeftors  had  formerly  enjoyed  ;  and 
every  obftruftion  that  had  retarded  their  purfuit, 
or  prevented  their  acquifition  of  literary  fame,  was 
totally  removed, 
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DISSERTATION 


CONCERNING 


The  Murder  of  King  Henry,  and  the  Genuiiift* 
nefs  of  the  C^een's  Letters  to  Bothwell. 

IT  is  not  my  intention  to  engage  in  all  the  con^ 
troverfies  to  which  the  murder  of  king  Henry, 
or  the  letters  from  queen  Mary  to  BothweU, 
have  given  rife  ;  far  lefs  to  appear  as  an  adverfary 
to  any  particular  author,  who  hath  treated  of 
them.  To  repeat,  and  to  expofe  all  tjtie  ill« 
founded  affertions  with  regard  to  thefe  points, 
which  have  flowed  from  inattention,  from  prejur 
dice,  from  partiality,  from  malevolence,  and  from 
diffionefty,  would  be  no  lefs  irkfome  to  myftlf, 
than  unacceptable  to  moil  of  my  readers.  All  ( 
propofe,  is  to  aflift  others  in  forming  fome  judg- 
ment concerning  the  hdis  in  difpute,  by  dating 
the  proofs  produced  on  each  fide,  with  as  much 
brevity  as  the  cafe  will  admit,  and  with  the  fame 
attention  and  impartiality  which  I  have  endea« 
voured  to  exercife  in  examining  oth^r  controverted 
points  in  the  Scottifli  hiftory, 

h^  order  to  account  for, the  king's  murder,  two 
different  fyftems  have  been  formed.  The  one 
fuppofes  Bothwell  to  bav«  contrived  and  executed 
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this  crime.  The  other  imputes  it  to  the  earls. of 
Murray,  Morton,  and  their  party. 

The  decifion  of  many  controverted  fadls  in  hif- 
tory,  is  a  matter  rather  of  curiofity  than  of  ufe. 
They  ftand  detached  ;  and  whatever  we  determine 
with  regard  to  them,  the  fabric  of  the  ftory  re- 
mains untouched.  But  the  fad  under  difpute  in 
t^is  place  is  a  fundamental  and  eflential  one>  and 
according  to  the  opinion  which  an  hiftorian  adopts 
with  regard  to  it,  he  muft  vary  and  difpofe  the 
whole  of  his  fubfequent  narration.  An  hiftorical 
fyftem  may  be  tried  in  two  different  ways,  whether 
it  be  confiftent  with  probability,  and  w}iether  it 
be  fupported  by  proper  evidence. 

Those  who  charge  the  king*s  murder  upon 
Bothwellj,  argue  in  the  following  manner;  and, 
though  their  reafonings  have  been  mentioned 
already  in  different  parts  of  the  narrative,  it  is 
necelTary  to  repeat  them  here.  Mary's  love  for 
Darnly,  fay  they,  was  a  fudden  and  youthful  paf- 
fion,  The  beauty  of  his  perfon,  fet  off  by  fome 
External  frivolous  accomplifhments,  was  his  chief 
merit,  and  gained  her  affeftions.  His  capricious 
temper  foon  raifed  in  the  queen  a  difgufl,  which 
broke  out  on  different  occafions.  His  engaging 
in  the  confpiracy  againfl  Rizio,  converted  this  dif- 
guft  into  an  antipathy,  which  fhe  was  at  no  pains 
/  to  conceal.     This  breach  was,  perhaps,  in  its  own 

nature,  irreparable ;  the  king  certainly  wanted  that 
Art  and  condefcenfion  which  alone  could  have  re- 
paired it.  It  widened  every  day,  and  a  deep  and 
fettled  hatred  effaced  all  remains  of.  affedion. 
Bothwell  obferved  this,  and  was  prompted  by  am- 
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Ktioti,'  and  perhaps  by  love,  to  found  upon  it  i 
fchemc,  which  proved  fatal  both  to  the  queen  and 
to  himfetf.  He  had  ferved  Mary  at  different 
tifties  with  fidelity  and  fucceft.  He  infinuated 
himfelf  into  her  favour,  by  addrefs  and  by  flattery* 
By  degrees  he  gained  her  heart.  In  order  to  gra- 
tify his  love,  or  at  lead:  his  ambttipn,  it  was  ne« 
ceffiu^  to  get  rid  of  the  king.  Mary  had  rejedted 
thepropdal  which,  it  is  faid,  had  been  made  td 
her  for  bbtaiiiing  a  divorce.  The  king  was  equally 
hated  by  thie  partifans  of  the  houfe  of  Hamilton,  a 
confid'erable  'party  in  the  kingdom  j  by  Murray, 
otie  of  die^  moft  powerful  and  popular  perfons  w 
his  country ; '  by  Morton  and  his  aflbciates,  whom- 
he  had  decdvted,  and  whom  Both  well  had  bound 
to  his  intereft  by  a  recent  favour.  Among  the 
people  Damly  was  fallen  under  extreme  contenipt. 
Bothweirrtiight  exped:,  for  all  thefe  reafons,  that 
the  rtfiirder  6f  the  king  would  pafs  without  any 
inquiry,  and  might  truft  to  Mary's  love,  and  to 
hh  owfa  addrefs  and  good*  fortune,  for  the  accom- 
jJiflkn^nt  of  the  reft  of  his  Wifhes.  What  Bothwell 
e^peSied  really  came  to  pafs.  Mary,  if  not  privy 
h^elf  to  the  defigti^  connived  at  an  aftion  which 
rid  her  of  a  man  whom  flie  had  fuch  good  reafon 
to  di^teft.  A  few  months  after  the  murder  of  her 
htifband,  (he  married  the  perfon  who  was  both 
fuipfeaed  and-  accufed  of  having  perpetrated  that* 
odiftufririiihe. 

THciSB  who  charge  the  guilt  upon  Murray  and- 
hfe party  reafohin  this- manned:  Murray,  they  fay, 
wte  a  man  of  boilndldfe  ambition.  Notwith- 
flilidbg  the  iUegitimacj^  of  his  birth,  he  had'  early 
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formed  a  defign  of  ufurping  the  crown.  On  the 
queen's  return  into  Scotland,  he  infmuated  him* 
felf  into  her  favour,  and  engroffed  the  whole  power 
into  his  own  hands.  He  fet  himfeif  againfl  every 
propofal  of  marriage  which  was  made  to  her,  left 
his  own  chance  of  fucceeding  to  the  crown  fhould 
be  deftroyed.  He  hated  Damly,  and  was  no  lefs 
hated  by  him.  In  order  to  be  revenged  on  him, 
he  entered  into  a  fudden  friendfliip  with  Bothwell, 
his  ancient  and  mortal  enemy.  He  encouraged 
him  to  affaflinate  Henry,  by  giving  him  hopes  of 
inarrying  the  queen.  All  this  was  done  with  a 
defign  to  throw  upon  the  queen  herfelf  the  impu- 
tation of  being  acceflary  to  the  murder,  and,  under 
that  pretext,  to  deftroy  Bothwell,  to  depofe  and 
imprifon  her,  and  to  feize  the  fceptre  which  he  had 
wrefted  out  of  her  hands. 

The  former  of  thcfe  fyftems  has  an  air  of  proba^^ 
bility,  is  confident  with  itfelf,  and  folves  appear^ 
ances.     In  tlie  latter,  fome  aflertions  are  falfe,  fome 
links  are  wanting  in  the  chain,  and  eSc&s  appear, 
of  which  no  fufficient  caufe  is  produced.     Murray, 
on  the  queen's  return  into  Scotland,    ferved  her 
i;^th  great  fidelity,  and  by  his  prudent  ^admiiliftra* 
tion  rendered  her  fo  popular,  and  fo  pqw^ul,  as 
enabled  her  with  eafe  to  quaih  a  formidable  infur- 
re&ion  raifed  by  the  party  of  which  he  was  the 
l^der  in  th§  year  1565.     What  motive  *  could 
induce  Murray  to  murder  a  prince  without  am- 
pacity, without  followers,  without  influence  over 
the  nobles,  whom  the  queen,  by  her  negle^^  had 
reduced  to  the  loweft  ftate  of  contempt,  a^d  whq, 
»fter  a  long  difgrace,  had  regained  (according  to 
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the  moft   favourable  fuppofition)   the  precarious 
pofleffion  of  her  favour  only  a  few  days  before 
his  deadi  ?   It  is  difficult  to  conceive  what  Mur- 
ray had  to  fear  from  the  king's  life.     It  is  ftill    . 
a  more  difficult  matter  to  guefs  what  he  could  gain 
by  his  death.     If  we  fuppofe  that  the  queen  had 
no  previous  attachment  to  Bothwell,  nothing  can 
appear  more  chimerical  than  a  fcheme  to  perfuade 
her  to  marry  a  man,  whofe  wife  was  flill  alive, 
and  vho  was  not  only  fufpefted,  but  accufed,  of 
murdering  her  former  hulband.     But  that  fuch  a 
fcheme  fhould  really  fucceed  is  flill  more  extra- 
ordinary.—If  Murray  had  inftigated  Bothwell  id 
commit  the  crime,  or  had  himfelf  been  acceflary 
to  the  commiffion  of  it,  what  hopes  were  there  that 
Bothwell  would  filently  bear  from  a  fellow-crimi- 
nal all  the  profecutions  which  he  fufFered,  without 
ever  retorting  upon  him  the  accufation,  or  reveal- 
ing the  whole  fcene  of  iniquity  ?  An  ancient  and 
deadly  feud    had  fubfifted  between  Murray  and 
Bothwell;  the  queen  with  difficulty  had  brought 
them  to  feme  terms  of  agreement.     But,  is  it  pro- 
bablc,  that  Murray  would  chufe  an  enemy,  to  whom 
be  had  been  fo  lately  reconciled,  for  his  confident 
in  the  commiffion  of  fuch  an  atrocious  crime  ?  Or, 
on  the  other  hand,  would  it  ever  enter  into  the 
imagination  of  a  wife  man,  firft-to  raife  his  rival 
to  fupreme  power,  in  hopes  that  afterwards  he 
might  renHer  him   odious,    by  accufing  him  of 
crimes    which    he    had  not  committed,  and,  in 
confequence    of   this   unjuil    charge,  fhould    be 
enablecito  deprive  him  of  that  power?  The  mofl 
adventurous  politician  never  hazarded  fuch  a  dan< 
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geroiis  experiment.  The  moft  credulous  foUy  never 
trufted  fuch  ^n  iincert^in  chance. 

How  ftro^g  foever  ihefe  general  reafonings 
m^y  appear  to  he^  k  is  not  upon  them  aIo22ie  that 
we  muft  decide,  but  according  to  the. particular 
evidence  that  ia  produced*  This  we  now  pro- 
ceed to  examine.  - 

That  Both  well  was  guilty  of  the  jkiag's,  mur- 
der, appears,  I.  From  the  concurring  teftimony 
of  all  the  contemporary  hiftorians.  a.  FroB3  die 
cpnfeffion  of  thofe  perfons  who  fuffered  fori^- 
ing  at  the  commil5on  of  the  crime,  and  who  en- 
tered into  a  minute  detail  of  all  its  drcumftancee* 
Anderf.  ii.  165.  3.  From  the  acknowledgment 
of  Mary's  own  commiflioners,  who  allow  Both' 
well  to  have  been  one  of  thofe  who  were  guilty  of 
this  crime.  Good.  ii.  213.  4.  From  ;the  ex- 
prefs  teftimony  of  Leifly,  bifliop  of  Rofs^  to  the 
fame  efiied  with  the  former.  Def,  of  Q^  Mary's 
Hon.  And.  i.  y6*  Id.  iii.  p.  31.  5.  Morton, 
at  his  death,  declared  that  Bothwell  had  folicited 
him,  at  different  times,  to  concur  in  the  confpi- 
racy  formed  againfl  the  life  of  the  king ;  and  that 
he  was  informed  by  Archibald  Douglas,  one  of 
the  confpirators,  that  Bothwell  was  prefent  at  the 
murder.  Crawf.  Mem.  App.  4.  The  letter  from 
Douglas  to  the  queen,  which  I  have  publilhed  in  the 
Appendix  to  Vol.  III.  No. XL VU.  confirms  Morton's 
teftimony.  6.  Lord  Herries  proasdfes,  in  hia  own 
nan^e,  and  in  the  name  of  the.  nc^les  who  adhered 
to  the  queen^  that  they  would  concur  in  pn^iiihing 
Bothwell  as  the  murderer  of  thfi  king»  Aj)pend» 
Vol.  IL  No.  XXIV. 
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The  inoft  direfl:  charge  erer  brought  againft 
Murray  is  in  thefe  words  of  bifhop  Lefly:  "Is 
"  it  unknown,"  addrelling  himfelf  to  the  earl  of 
Murray,    **  wb^t   the   lord  Herries  faid  to  your 
"  face  openly,  even   at  your  own  •  table,  a  few 
"  days  after  the  murder  was  committed  ?  Did  he 
"  not  charge  you  with  the  foreknowledge  of  the 
"  fame  murder  ?  Did  he  not,  nulla  circutione  vfus^ 
"  flatly  and   plainly  burden  you,  that  riding   ia 
"  Fife,  and  coming  with  one  of  your  moft  affured 
"  and  trufly  fervants  the  fame  day  whereon  you 
"  departed  from  Edinburgh,  faid  to  him,  among 
"  other    talk.    This    night,    ere    morning,    lord 
"Darnly  Ihall    lofe   his  life?",      Defence   of  (^ 
Mary,  Anderf.  ii.  75.      But    the    affertion   of   a 
man  fo  heated  with  faction  as  Lefly,  unlefs  it  were 
fupported  by  proper  evidence,  is  of  little  weight* 
The  fervant   to    whom  Murray   is  faid    to  have 
fpoken  thefe  words,  is  not  named  ;  nor  the  man- 
ner in  which  this  fccret  converfation  was  brought 
to  light  mentioned.     Lord  Herries  was  one  of  the 
moft   zealous  advocates   for  Mary,  and  it  is  re- 
markable that,  in  all  his  negociation  at  the  court 
of  England,  he  never  once  repeated  this  accufation 
of  Murray.     In  anfwering  the   challenge  given 
him  by  lord  Lindfay,   Herries  had  a  fair  oppor- 
tunity of  mentioning  Murray's  knowledge  of  the 
murder ;  but,  though  he  openly  accufes  of  that        • 
crime  fome  of  thofe  who  adhered  to  Murray,  he 
induftrioufly  avoids  any  infinuation  againft  Mur- 
ray himfelf.      Keith,  Prcf.  xii.     Mary  herfelf,  in 
converfation   with    fir    Francis    Knolles,  accufed 
Morton  and  Maitland  of  being  privy  to  the  mur- 
der. 
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dcr,  but  does  not  mention  Murray.  And.  iV.  5J; 
When  the  biftiop  of  Rofs  and  lord  Hemes 
•  appeared  before  the  Englifli  council,  Janu- 
ary II,  1569,  they  declaied  themfelves  ready, 
in  obedience  to  the  queen's  command,  to  accufe 
Murray  and  his  affociates  of  being  acceflary  to 
the  murder,  but  "  they  being  alfo  required,  whether 
**  they,  or  any  of  them,  as  of  themfelves,  would 
**  accufe  the  faid  earl  in  fpecial,  or  any  of  his  ad- 
**  herents,  or  thought  them  guiltf  thereof,"  they 
anfwercd,  ^'  that  they  took  God  to  witnefs  that 
«^  none  of  thetn  did  ever  know  any  thing  of  the 
**  confpiracy  of  that  murder,  or  were  in  coun- 
•'  cil  and  foreknowledge  thereof;  neither  who 
*^  were  devifors,  inventors,  and  executors  of  the 
**  fame,  till  it  was  publicly  difcovered  long  there- 
**  after  by  fome  of  the  aOaffins,  who  fuflFered 
"  death  on  that  account/'  Good.  ii.  308.  Thefe 
words  are  taken  out  of  a  regifter  kept  by  Rofs 
and  Herries  themfelves,  and  feem  to  be  a  direft 
confutation  of  the  bilhop's  affertion. 

The  earls  of  Huntly  and  Argyll,  in  their  Pro- 
tejlafion  touching  the  Murder  of  the  King  of  Scots j 
after  mentioning  the  conference  at  Craigmillar 
concerning  a  divorce,  add,  "  So  after  thefe  pre- 
^*  miifes,  the  murder  of  the  king  following,  we 
«  **  judge  in  our  confciences,  and  hold  for  ceitaiu 
"and  truth,  that  the  earl  of  Murray  and  fecre- 
**  tary  Lethington  were  authors,  inventors,  coun- 
**  fellors,  and  caufers  of  the  fame  murder,  in  what 
**  manner,  or  by  whatfoever  perfons  "the  fame 
^  was  executed."  Anderf.  iv.  188.  But,  i« 
This  is  nothing  more  than  the  private  opinion 
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Or  perfonal'  affirmatba  of  thefe  two  iioblemen. 
2.  The  conclufion  whiqh  they  make  has  no  connec- 
tion tvith  the  premifes  on  which  they  found  it.  Be- 
caufe  Murray  propofed  to  obtain  for  the  queen  a 
divorce  from  her  hulband  with  her'own  ponfent,  it 
does  not  follow  that  therefore  he  committed  the 
murder  without  her  knowledge.  3.  Huntly  and 
Argyll  were  at  that  time  the  leaders  of  that  party 
oppofite  to  Murray,  and  animated  with  all  the 
rage  of  faftion.  4.  Both  of  them  were  Murray's 
perfonal'enemies.  Huntly,  on  account  of  the  treat- 
merit  which  his  family  and  clan  had  received  from 
that  nobleman.  Argyll  was  defiroiis  of^  being  di- 
vorced from  his  wife,  with  whom  he  lived  on  no 
good  terms,  Knox,  328.  and  by  whom  he  had  no 
children*  Crawf.  Peer.  19.  She  was  Murray's 
fifter,  and  by  his  intereft  Argyll's  defign  was  ob- 
ftrufted.  Keith,  551.  Thefe  circumftances  would 
go  hr  towards  invalidating  a  pofitive  teftimony; 
they  more  than  counterbalance  an  indeterminate 
fufpicion.  5.  It  is  altogether  uncertain  whether 
Huntly  and  Argyll  ever  fubfcribed  tbin  protefta* 
tion.  A  copy  of  fuch  a  proteftation  as  the  queen 
thought  would  be  of  advantage  to  her  caufe,  was 
tranfmitted  to  them  by  her.  Anderf.  iv.  b.  ii.  186. 
The  proteftation  itfelf,  pi:±>Ii{bed  by  Anderfon,  is 
taken  from  an  unfubfcribed  copy  with  blanks  for 
the  date  and  place  of  fubfcribing.^  On  the  back 
of  this  copy,  there  is  parted,  indeed,  a  paper,  whick 
Cecil  has  marked  *^  Anfwer  of  the  ejirl  of  Murray 
"  to  a  writing  of  the  earls  of  Huntly  and  -Argyll.*' 
Anderf.  194,  195^  But  it  can  hardly  be  deemed  a 
reply  to  the  algibve-meationed  proteftation,    Mur* 
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ny's  anfwer  bears  date  at  London,  January  i^^ 
1568.    The  queen^s  letter,  in  which  fhe  inclofed 
the  c6py  of  the  proteftation,  bears  date  at  Bowton, 
Jan*  5,  1568.     Now  it  is  fcarce  to  be  fuppofed  that 
the  copy  could  be  fent  into  Scotland,  be  fubfcribed 
by  the  two  earls,  and  be  feen  and  anfwered  by 
Murray  within  fo  (hort  a  time,     Murray's  reply 
feems    intended    only   to   prevent   the  impreffion 
which  the  vagu^  and  uncertain  accufations  of  his 
enemies    might    make    in    his    abfence.      Cecil 
had  ^ot  the  original  of  the  queen's   letter  into 
his  cuftody,      Anderf.   iv.    185.     This   naturally 
leads  us  to  conjefture  that  the  letter  itfelf,  toge- 
ther with   the   inclofed   proteftation,  were  inter- 
cepted before  they  came  to  the  hands  of  Huntly 
and  Argyll.     Nor  is  this  mere  conjefture  alone. 
The  letter  to  Huntly,  in  which  the  proteftation 
was  inclofed,  is  to  be  found ;   Cott.   Lib.   Cal. 
C.  I.  fol.  280,  and  is  an  original  fubfcribed  by 
Mary,  though    not    written  by  her  own  hand, 
becaufe  Ihe  feldom  chofe  to  write  in  the  Eng- 
lifli  language.    The  proteftation  is  in  the  fame 
volume,  fol.  282,  and  is  manifeftly  written  by 
the  lame  perfon  who  wrote  the  queen's  letter. 
This  feems  to  render  it  highly  probable  that  both 
were  intercepted.     So  that  much  has  been  founded 
oiua  paper  not  fubfcribed  by  the  two  earls,  and 
probably  never  feen  by  them.    Befides,  this  me- 
thod which  the  queen  took  of  fending  a  copy  to 
^ '  the  two  carls,  of  what  was  proper  for  them  to  de- 
clare with  regard  to  a  confertnce  held  in  tlieir 
own  prefence,  appears  fomewhat  fufpicious.     It 
*  would  have  been  more  natural,  and'not  fo  liable 
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to  any  xnifinterpretation^  to  have  defired  them  to 
write,  the  moft  exaft  account,  which  they  could 
recoIIe£t9  of  what  had  pafTed  at  the  converfation  at 
Craigmillar.  6.  But  even  if  all  this  reafoning  Ihould 
befet  afide,  and  the  authenticity  of  the  prote/iation 
ihould  be  admitted  in  its  full  extent,  it  may  ftill 
be  a  queftion,  what  degree  of  credit  ihould  be 
given,  to  the  affertion  of  the  two  earls,  who  were 
not  only  prefent  in  the  firfl:  parliament,  held  by 
Murray  as  regent  in  December  1567,  in  which 
the  one  carried  the  fceptre,  and  the  other  the  fword 
of  itate,  Spotfw.  214.  but  were  both  members  of 
the  commiuee  of  lords  of  articles,  and  in 
that  capacity  affiiled  in  framing  all  the  z&s  by 
which  the  queen  was  deprived  of  the  crown,  and 
her  fon  feated  on  the  throne ;  and  in  particular 
concurred  in  the  a£t  by  which  it  was  declared, 
that  whatever  had  befallen  the  queen,  **'  was  in  her 
awin  default,  in  fa  far  as,  be  divers  hir  previe  let- 
ters written  halelie  with  hir  awin  hand,  and 
fend  by  hir  to  James  fometyme  earle  of  Bothwell, 
cheif  executour  of  the  faid  horribill  murthour, 
as  Weill  befoir  the  committing  thairof  as  thair* 
aftir:  And  be  hir  ungodlie  and  difhonourabiU 
proceeding  to  ane  pretendit  marriage  with  him^ 
fuddaindlle  and.  unprovifitlie  thaireftir,  it  is 
maift  certane  that^iche  was  previe,  airt  aiid  pairt, 
of  the  aftual  dcvife  and  deid  of  the  foirnamit  ^ 
murthour  of^e  king  her  lauchfui  huiband^  and  ' 
thairfoir  jufllie"^;defiryis  quhatfumev«r  hes  beoc 
done  to  hir  in  any  tyme  bygsane,  or  that  ial  be 
ufit  towards  hir,  for  the  faid  caufe.'*  Anderf.  i^ 
221. 
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TfiE  queen's  commifEbners  at  the  cmfef- 
ences  in  England  accufed  Murray  and  his  af- 
fociates  of  having  murdered  the  king.  Good. 
li.  a8i.  But  this  charge  is  to  be  coafidered 
as  a  recrimination,  extorted  by  the  accufatbn  * 
preferred  againft  the  queen,  and  contains  no- 
thing more  than  loofe  and  general  affinnations, 
without  defcending  to  fuch  particular  circum- 
ftances  as  either  afcertain  their  truth,  or  difcover 
their  falfehood.  The  fame  accufation  is  repeated 
by  the  nobles  affembled  at  Dumbarton,  Sept. 
1568.  Good.  ii.  359.  .  And  the  fame  obfervation 
may  be  made  concerning  it. 

All  the  queen's  advocates  have  endeavoured 
to  account  for  Murray's  murdering  of  the  king,  by 
fuppofing  that  it  was  done  on  purpofe  that  he  might 
have  the  pretenoe  of  difturbing  the  queen's  admi- 
niftration,  and  thereby  rendering  ineflFeaual  her 
general  revocation  of  crown  lands,  which  would 
have  deprived  him  and  his  afTociates  of  the  beft 
part  of  their  eftates.  Lefly  Def.  of  Mary's  Hon. 
p.  73.  Anderf.  iv.  part  ii.  130.  But  whoever 
Gonfiders  the  limited  powers  of  a  Scottifh  monarch, 
will  fee  that  fuch  a  revocation  could  not  be  very 
formidable  to  the  nobles.  Every  king  of  Scotland 
began  his  reign  with  fuch  a  revocation;  and  as 
often  as  it  was  renewed,  the  power  of  the  nobles 
rendered  it  ineffeftaal.  The  beft  vindication  of 
Murray  and  his  party  from  this  accufation,  is  that 
which  they  prefented  to  the  queen  of  ..England,  and 
which  hath  never  hitherto  been  publiflied. 
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Anfwers  to  the  Obj^Hiom  and  Aikdgance  of  the  ^ueen^  ^"^^^ 
'Pledging  the  Earl  cf  Murray  Lord  Regent^  the 
Earl  of  Morton^  Mar^  Glencairn^  Hume,  Ruth* 
ven,  Isf'c*  to  have  been  moved  to  armour,  for  that 
they  abhorred  and  might  not  abide  her  Revocation 
of  the  Alknaiion  made  of  her  Property* 
It  is.  anfwered,  that  is  alledged  but  p.  e.  with* 
out]  all  appearance,  and  it  appears  God  has  be- 
reft the  alledgance  of  all  wit  and   good   rememr 
brance,  for  tbir  r^afons  following : 

Imprimis,  as  to  my  lord  regent^  he  iiever  -had 
occafion  to  grudge  thereat,  in  refpeft  the  queen 
made  him  privy  to  the  fame,  ^and  took  refolutiou 
with  him  for  the  execution  thereof,  letting  his 
iotjdflHp  ktiow  flie  would  affuredly  in  the  famine 
except  all  things  flbe  had  given  to  hira,  aad  ratefy 
them  in  the  next  parliament  as  fhe  did  indeed; 
ijnd  for  that  xranfe  wiflied  my  lord  to  leave  behind 
hira  matter  John  Wood,  to  attend  upon  the  fame, 
to  whom  fhe  declared,  that  als  well  in  that  as  in  all  ^ 

other  her  grants  it  fhould  be  provided,  yea  of  free 
will  did  promife  and  offer  before  ever  he  demand- 
ed, as  \l  came  to  pafs  without  any  let  or  impe- 
diment ;  for  all  was  ratified  by  her  command,  and 
hand  write,  at  the  parliament,  but  {\^  e.  without] 
any  difficulty.    - 

Item  as  to  my  lord  of  Morton,  he  could  not 
grudge   thereat   quha   never  had  of  her  property 
worth  twenty .  dollars  that  ever  I  knew  of. 
Item  the  fame,  may  I  fay  of  my  lord  Glencairn. 
Item  the  fame,  Imay  fay  of  my  lord  Hume. 
Item  the  fame,  I  may  fay  of  ray  lord  Ruthvem 
item  the  fame,  I  may  fay  of  my  lord  Lindfay. 
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Only  my  lord  of  Marr,  had  anc  little  thing 
of  the  property  quilk  alfua  was  gladly  and  libe- 
rally con^med  to  him,  in  the  iaid  parliament 
preceding  a  year^  was  never  ane  had  any  caufe 
of  mifcontent  of  that  revocation,  far  lefs  to  have 
put  their  lives  and  heritage  to  fo  open  and  mani* 
fell  ane  danger  as  they  did  for  fie  ane  frivole 
caufe.  ' 

GvF  ever  any  did  make  evill  countenance,  and 
fhow  any  mifcontentment  of  the  faid  revocation, 
it  was  my  lord  of  Argyll  in  fpecial,  quha  fpak 
largely  in  the  time  of  parliament  thairanents  tp 
the  que^  herfelf,  and  did  complain  of  the  ma*^ 
nifeft  corruption  of  ane  aQ:  of  parliament  paft 
upon  her  majefty's  return,  and  fa  did  lett  any 
revocation  at  that  time ;  but  the  armour  for  re- 
venge of  the  king's  deid  was  not  till  twa  months 
after,  at  quhat  time  there  was  no  occafion  given 
thereof,  nor  never  a  man  h;^d  mind  thereof, 

Having  thus  examined  the  evidence  which  has 
been  produced  againft  the  earls  of  Murray  and 
Bothwell;  we  ihall  next  proceed  to  inquire  whe-? 
ther  the  queen  herfelf  was  ^cccffory  to  the  mur- 
der of  her  hufband. 

No  fooner  was  the  violent  death  of  Damly 
known,  than  ftrong  fufpicion  arofe,  among  fome 
of  her  fubjefts,  that  Mary  had  given  her  confa:it 
to  the  coinmiffion  of  that  crime,  Anderf.  ii,  156* 
We  are  informed,  by  her  own  ambafiador  in 
France,  the  archbifliop  of  Glafgow,  that  the  fen* 
^ahents  of  foreigners,  on  this  head,  were  no  lefs 
uiifavQurable  to  her.    Keith,  pref.  ix«    Mc^iy  of 
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her  fiobles  loudly  accufed  h6r  of  that  crime,  and 
a  great  part  of  the  nation,  by  fupportkig  them^ 
feem  to  have  allowed,  the  accufation  to  be  well 
founded* 

Some  crimes,  however,  are  of  fuch  a  nature, 
that  they  hardly  admit  of  a  pofitive  ox  direSt  proo£ 
Deeds  of  darknefs  can  feldom  be  brought  per- 
feSIy  to  light.  Where  perfpna  are  accufed  not  of 
being  principals^  but  only  of  being  accejfaries  in 
the  commiffion  of  a  crime ;  not  of  having  perpe-* 
trated  it  themfelves,  but  only  of  giving  confmit 
to  the  coQ^ifTion  of  it  by  others ;  the  proof  be* 
comes  ftill^ore  difficult :  and  unlefs  when  feme 
accomplice  betrays  the  fecret,  a  proof  by  circum- 
fiances,  or  prefumptive  evidence,  is  all  that  can 
be  attained*  Even  \xjl  judicial  trials,  fuch  evi« 
dence  is  fometimes  held  to  be  fufScient  for  con* 
demning  criminals.  The  degree  of  convidion 
which  fuch  evidence  carries  along  with  it,  is  of« 
ten  not  inferior  to  that  which  arifes  from  pofitive 
telUmony ;  and  a  concurring  feries  of  circum* 
ibnces  &ti$fies  the  underftanding  no  lefs  than  the 
exprefs  declaration  of  witnefies. 

£viD£KC£  of  both  thefe  kinds  has  been  pro- 
duced againft  Mary.  We  fhall  firft  confider  that 
which  is  founded  upon  circumftances  alone. 

Some  of  thefe  fufpicious  circumftances  preceded 
the  king's  d^th  \  others  were  fuUfequent  to  xU 
With  regard  to  the  former,  we  may  obfervc  that 
the  queea's  violent  love  of  Darnly  was  foon  con- 
verted into  an  averfion  to  him  no  lefs  violent }  and 
that  his  own  ill  condud  and  exceifes  of  evM| 
kind,  were  fuch,  that  if  .they  did  not  juftify,  at  les7 
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they  account  for  this  fudden  change  of  her  dif- 
pofition  towards  him.  The  rife  and  progrefs  of 
this  domeftic  rupture,  I  have  traced  with  great 
care  in  the  hiftory,  and  to  the  proofs  of  it  which 
may  be  found  in  papers  publiifhed  by  other  au* 
thors,  I  have  added  thofe  contained  in  App.  No. 
XVI.  and  XVIL  Le  Croc,  the  French  ambaf- 
fador,  who  was  an  eye-witnefs  of  what  he  de- 
fcjribes,  not  only  reprefents  her  avcrfion  to  Dam- 
ly  to  be  extreme,  but  declares  that  there  could 
be  no  hope^  of  a  reconcilement'  between  them« 

pec.  12,  <<  xhe  queen  is  in  the  hands  of  phvjjicians,  and 
I  do  affure  you  is  not  at  all  well;  ana  do  believe 
the  principal  part  of  her  difeafe  tp  conlift  in  deep 
grief  and  forrow;  nor  does  it  feeni  poflible  t# 
make  her  forget  the  fame.  Still  {he  repeats  thefe 
words,  I  could  wijh  to  be  de^d^  You  know  very 
well  that  the  injury  fhe  has  received  is  e:^ceeding 
great,  and  her  majefty  will  never  forget  it— To 
fpeak  my  mind  freely  to  you,  I  do  npt  exped, 
upon  feveral  accounts,  any  good  uxidafftwding 
between  them    [i.  e.  the   king  and  queen]},   un- 

Dec.  23.  lefs  God  effeftually  put  to  his  hand. -T-Hi$  bad 
deportment  is  incurable;  nor  can  there  ever  be 
any  good  expeded  from  him,  for  feveral  reafons, , 
which  I  might  tell  you  was  I  prefent  with  you.  I 
cannot  pretend  to  foretel  hovy  all  may  turn,  but 
I  will  fay,  that  matters  cannot  fubfift  long  as  they 
are,  without  being  accompanied  with  fundry  bad 
confequences.*'  Keith,  Fref.  vii.  Had  Henry ' 
died  a  natural  death  at  this  jundure,  it  muft  hs^ve 
jteen  coniidered  as  a  very  fortunate  ev^it  to  the 
queen^  and   ^s  a  feafpnable  deliverance  from  a 
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hufb^nd  who  had  become  altogether  odious  to 
hen  Now  as  Henry  was  murdered  ^  few  weeks 
afterwards,  and  as  nothing  had  happened  to  render 
the  queen^s  averfion  to  him  lefs  violent,  the  opi* 
nion  of  thofe  \|rho  confider  Mary  as  the  author  of 
an  event  which  was  manifeftly  fo  agreeable  to  her, 
will  appear  perhaps  to  fome  of  our  readers  to  b« 
neither  unnatural  nor  over  refined.  If  we  add  to 
this,  what  has  been  obferved  in  the  hiflory,  that 
in  proportion  to  the  increafe  of  Mary's  hatred  of 
her  hujfband,  Bothwell  feems  to  have  made  progre& 
in  her  favour,  jpd  that  he  became  the  objed  not 
only  of  her  c^fidence  but  her  attachment,  that 
opinion  acquires  new  ftrength.  It  is  eafy  to  ob* 
ferve  many  advantages  which  might  redound  to 
Mary  as  well  as  to  Bothwell  from  the  king's  death ; 
but  excepting  them,  no  perfon,  and  no  party  ia 
the  kingdom,  could  derive  the  leaft  benefit  from 
that  event.  Bothwell,  accordingly,  murdered  the 
king,  and  it  was,  in  that  age,  thought  no  unwar- 
ranted imputation  on  Mary's  charader,  to  fuppofc 
that  fhe  bad  confented  to  the  deed^ 

The  fteps  which  the  queen  took  after  her 
hufband's  death  add  ftrength  to  that  fuppofition. 
I.  Melvil,  who  was  in  Edinburgh  at  the  time  of 
the  king's  death,  afferts,  that  **  every  body  fuf- 
pefted  the  earl  of  Bothwell ;  and  thofe  who  durfl: 
fpeak  freely  to  others,  faid  plainly  that  it  was  he," 
p.  155.  2.  Maiy  having  iffued  a  proclamation,, 
on  the  1 2th  of  February,  offering  a  reward  to  any 
perfon  who  (hould  difcover  thofe  who  had  mur- 
dered her  hufband ;  And.  i.  36.  a  paper  in  con- 
fcquence  pf  this  was  affixed  to  the  gates  of  the 
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Tolbooth,  February  i6,  in  which  Bothwcll  was 
named  as  the  chief  perfon  guilty  of  that  crime, 
and  the  queen  herfelf  was  accufed  of  having  given 
her  confent  to  it.  And.  ii.  156/  3.  Soon  after, 
February  20,  the  Earl  of  Lennox^  the  idng*s  h* 
ther,  wrote  to  Mary,  conjuring  her,  by  every  mo- 
tive,  to  profecute  the  murderers  with  the  utmoll 
rigour.  He  plainly  declared  his  own  fufpicions  of 
Bothwell,  and  pointed  out  a  method  of  proceeding 
againft  him,  and  for  difcovering  the  authors  of 
that  crime,  no  lefs  obvious  than  equitaUe.  He 
advifed  her  to  feize,  and  to  commk|k>  fure  cuftody, 
Bothwell  himfelf,  and  fuch  as  w^^already  named 
as  his  accomplices ;  to  call  an  affembly  of  the  no- 
bles ;  to  iifue  a  proclamation,  inviting  Bothwell's 
accufers  to  appear ;  and  if,  on  that  encouragement, 
no  perfon  appeared  to  accufe  them,  to  hold  them 
as  innocent^  smd  to  difmifs  them  without  farther 
trial*  And.  i.  40.  4.  Archbifliop  Beatoun,  her 
ambaffador  in  France,  in  a  letter  to  Mary,  March 
9th,  employs  arguments  of  the  utmoft  weight  to 
perfuade  her  to  profecute  the  murderers  with  the 
greateft  feverity.  "  I  can  conclude  nathing  (faya 
he)  by  quhat  zour  m^yj^fty  writes  to  me  zourfelf^ 
that  fen  it  has  plafit  God  to  conferve  zpw  to  make 
a  rigorous  vengeance  thereof,  that  rather  than  it  I 
be  not  a&ually  taine,  it  appears  to  me  better  in 
this  warld  ths^t  ze  had  loft  life  and  all.  I  aik  your 
majeftie  pardon,  that  I  writ  fa  far,  for  I  can  heisi 
wH/i  nathing  to  zour  prejudife,  but  I  man  cbnftraindljr 

writ  the  famin,  that  all  may  come  to  zour  knaw« 
ledge  i  for  the  better  remede  may  be  put  thertoti 
Heir  it  is  needfqll  that  ze  forth  fliaw  now  rather 
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tban  ever  of  before,  the  greite  vertue,  magnani- 
mitie,  and  conftance  that  God  has  grantit  zav, 
be  quhais  grace,  I  hope  ze  fall  overcome  this  moll 
heavy  en  vie  and  difplefir  of  the  committing  there- 
of, and  conferve  that  reputation  in  all  godliness, 
ze  have  conquift  of  lang,  quhich  can  appear  na 
wayis  mair  dearie,  than  that  zou  dQ  Jick  juftice  Ac* 
that  the  baill  world  may  declare  zour  innocence,  »Aa& 
and  give  teflimony  for  ever  of  their  treafon  that 
has  committed  (btit  fear  of  God  or  man)  fo  cruel  v>ukota 
and  ungodly  a  murther,  quhairof  there  is  fa  meikU  mart 
ill  fpoken,  that  JUmoi  conftrainit  to  aik  zou  mercy, 
that  neither  cdPl  or  will  I  make  the  rehearfal 
thereof,  which  is  owf'  odious.     But  alas !  madame,  to9 
all  over  Europe  this  day,  there  is  na  purpofe  in 
head  fa  frequent  as  of  zour  majeftie,  and  of  the 
prefent    ftate  of  zour    realm,    quhilk  is  in    the  , 
mod  part  interpretit  fmifterly/*     Keith,  Pref.  ix. 

5.  Elizabeth,  as  appears  from  Append.  Vol.  III. 
No.  XIX-  urged  the  fame  thing  in  ftrong  terms, 

6.  The  circumftances  of  the  cafe  itfelf,  no  lefs  than 
thefe  folicitations  and  remonftrai^ces,  called  for  the 
utmoil  vigour  in  her  proceedings.  Her  hufband  had 
been  murdered  in  a  cruel  manner,  almoft  in  her 
own  prefence.  Her  fubjefts  were  filled  with  the 
utmoft  horror  at  the  crime.  Bothwell,  one  of  her 
principal  favourites,  had  been  publicly  accufed  a» 
the  author  of  it,  Reflexions,  extremely  diiho« 
nourable  to  herfelf,  had  been  thrown  out.  If  indig- 
nation,  and  the  love  of  juftice,  did  not  prompt  her 
to  puifue  the  naurderers  with  ardour,  decency,  at 
Icjft,  an(\  concern  for  vindicating  her  own  charaor 
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4cr,  fhould  have  induced  her  to  avoid  any  appear^ 
aace  of  remifliiefs  or  want  of  zeal. 

But  inftead  of  this,  Maiy  continued  to  difcOver, 
fti  all  her  aftions,  the  utmoft  partiality  towards 
Bothwell.  On  the  ijrh  of  February,  five  days 
after  the  murder,  (he  beftowed  on  him  the  rever- 
fion  of  the  fuperiority  of  the  town  of  Leith,  which, 
in  the  year  1 565^  (he  had  mortgaged  to  the  citizens 
of  Edinburgh.  This  grant  was  of  mtich  import- 
ance, as  it  gave  him  not  only  the  command  of  the 
principal  port  in  the  kingdom,  but  a  great  afcen- 
dant  over  the  citizens  of  Edinbiugh,  who  wiihed 
rnuch  to  keep  poffefRon  of  it  *•    2.  Bothwell  being 

extremely 

•  Copy  from  the  ortg\nal\n  the  Charier  haufe  of  the  City  of  Edin* 

hurgh  of  an  Jijjignation  to  the  reverfion  of  the  fuperiority  of  Lettk 

hy  fueen  Mary^  to  the  earl  of  BothwelL 

^     .  ^  Maria  Dei  gratia  Regina  Scotorum,  omnibus  probis  homi- 

|nb#8  fujs  ad  ^uos  prae&ntes  liters  pervenen'nt  falutem.     Sci- 

ajtist    quod   no3   ad    Hiemo;-!^    r^edua^nt^s   miiltipkx    bonum 

yerum    ct  fidcle  fervitkim,    non  tantum  quondam  noftrae    cha- 

riflimaB  matri  Mariae  Regius  regni  noftri  pro  tempore  in  noftra 

minoritate  fa6lam  et    impenfum,  verum   eliam  nobifmet   ipfif, 

tarn  iotrs^  partes  Galliae  quam  intra  hoc  nodrum  regnum,  a4 

<3ctentionem  noilri  honoris  et  auj£lor^tatis*in   punitione  furiin;, 

inakfaftorum,    et    tranfgreflbrum    infra    idem,     per     noftrumi 

confifum    confanguineum    ct    confiliariura    Jacobum    comitemi 

Bothnile,    dominum  Halis,    Creighton,    et    Liddifdale,    mag 

stum   admirallum    regni    noflri,    commidionem   et   onerationem 

ad  hunc  cfFcftum    Jiabcntem,   per  quas   ipfe  fuum  corpus  cf 

yit'am  io  magno  periculo  pofyit ;  ac  etiam>   in   performationd 

ct     extentione  noftri    difti  fervitii,    fuam     hereditatem,    fupraj 

fummam    viginti    millium  mcrcarum    hujus  nodri    regni,  alie-l 

navit  ac  laefit.    Xt  nos  cogitantes  quod,    ex  noftra  principal 

hoDore  et  devoria   di6:uni   noftrum    coQfifurn   confaQguineu 

^  ^onfiliariui;n   cum  qaodam  accidente  et    gratitudiiie    recom« 
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extremely  defirous  to  obtain  the  command  of  (he 
caftle  of  Edinburgh,  the  queen,  in  order  to  pre- 
vail on  the  earl  of  Mar  to  furrender  the  govern- 
ment of  it,  offered  to  commit  the  young  prince  t(y 
his  cuflody.  Mar  confented;  and  flie  inilantly 
appointed  Bothwell  governor  of  the  caftle.  And.  i. 
Pref.  64.  Keith,  379.  note  (d\  3.  The  inquiry 
into  the  murder,  previous  to  Bothweirs  trial, 
feems  to  have  been  conduced  mth  the  utmoft 
retnifihefs.  Buchanan  exclaims  loudly  againfl  this* 
And.  ii.  24.  Nor  was  it  without  reafon  that 
he  did  fo,  as  is  evident  from  a  circumftance  in  the 

penfare  ct  gratificarc  incumbit  quae  nos  commode  fibi  con- 
cedere  poterimus,  unde  ipfe  magis  habilis  omnibus  affutuns 
temporibus  eife  poterit,  et  ad  hujufmodi  performandum .  in 
omnibus  caufis  feu  eventibus  :  In  recompenfationem  quorum 
prEemiflbrum,  ac  pro  diveiTis  aliis  noftris  rationabilibus  caufts 
ct  confiderationibus  nos  tr.oventibus,  Fccimus,  &c.  di£tum 
Jacobum  comitem  Bothuile,  &c.  ac  fuos  haercdes  mafculos 
quofcumque  nodros  legitimos,  6cc.  ailignatos  in  et  ad  litcras 
revcrlionis  fa6las,  &c.  per  Symonem  Prefton  de  eodem  mi- 
litem,  prseppfitiim,  balivos,  confules,  et  communitatcm  hujus 
BoUri  burgi  de  Edinburgh,  pro  feipfis  ac  fuis  fucceflbribus,  &c. 
nobis,  noftrifquc  heredibua,  fucceflbribus,  ct  afllgnatis  pro  re- 
dcmptionc,  &c.  fup^ioritatis  totius  villae  de  Leith^  &c.  im- 
pignoratac  per  nos  didis  praepofito,  &c.  fub  reverfione  alienatje 
continentis  fummam  decern  millium  mercarum  monetae  ^rx' 
icriptse  numeraildum  et  calculandum  in  parochiali  ecclelia  de 
Edinburgh^  fuper  premonitione  quadriginta  dierum,  ut  moris 
eft,  veUiti  in  didis  reverfionis*  literis,  &c»  dc  data  8vo  0£iob. 
1565,  $cc»  (The  rell  is  foftn,  and  contains  a  claufe  of  ab- 
folute  warrandice.)  In  cujus  rei  Testimonium  praefentibus 
magnum  figillum  noftrum  apponi  fecimus.  Apud  Edinburgh, 
decimo  quinto  die  menlis  Februarii,  anno  Domini  millefimo^ 
quingcntcfimo  festagefimo  fcxto,  ct  rcgni  noftri  vicefimo  quinto*. 

The  great  feal  entire. 
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affidavit  of  Thomas  Nelfon^  one  of  the  king^s 
fenrants,  who  was  in  the  houfe  when  his  mafter 
was  murdered,. and  was  dug  up  alive  out  of  the 
Tubbifli.  Being  examined  on  the  Monday  after  the 
king's  death,  "  This  deponar  fchew  that  Bonkle 
had  the  key  of  the  cellare,  and  the  queenis  fer- 
vandis.the  keys  of  her  fhalmir.  Quhilk  the  laird 
of  Tillibardin  hearing,  faid,  Hald  thair,  here  is 
ane  ground.  Efter  quhilk  words  fpokin,  thai  left 
of,  and  procedit  na  farther  in  the  inquidtion/' 
And.  iv.  p.  2.  167.  Had  there  been  any  intention 
to  fearch  into  the  bottom  of  the  matter,  a'circum- 
ilance  of  fo  much  importance  merited  the  moft 
careful  inquiry.  4.  Notwithftanding  Lennox's 
repeated  folicltations,  notwithftanding  the  reafon- 
ablenefs  of  his  demands,  and  the  neceflity  of  com- 
plying with  them,  in  order  to  encourage  any  ac- 
cufer  to  appear  againft  Bothwell,  {he  not  only  re- 
>  fufed  to  commit  him  to  cuftody,  or  even  to  remove 

him  from  her  prefence  and  councils;  And.  i.  42*  48. 
but  by  the  grants  which  We  have  mentioned^  and 
by  other  circumftances,  difcovered  an  increafe  of 
attachment  to  him.  5.  She  could  not  avoid  bring, 
ing  Bothwell  to  a  public  trial ;  but  (he  permitted 
kim  to  fit  as  a  member  in  that  meeting  of  the  privy 
council  which  direfted  his  own  trial ;  and  the  trial 
itfelf  was  carried  oh  with  fuch  unneceflary  preci- 
pitancy, and  wkh  fo  many  other  fufpicious  cir- 
cumftances, as  render  his '  acquittal  rather  an  ar- 
gument  of  his  guilt  than  a  proof  of  his  innocence. 
Thefe  circurhftances  have  all  been  mentioned  at 
length  in  Book  IV.  and  therefore  are  not  re* 
peated  in  this  place.     6.  Two  days  after  the  trial, 
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Mary  gave  a  public  proof  of  her  regard  for  Both- 
well,  by  appointing  him  to  carry  the  fceptre  be- 
fore her  at  the  meeting  of  pariiammt.     Keith,  378. 
7.  hi  that  parliament,  fhe  granted  him  a  ratifica- 
tion of  all  the  great  pofleifions  and  honours  which 
flie  had  conferred  upon  him,  in  which  was  con- 
tained an  ample  enumeration  of  all  the  fervices  he 
had  performed.     And.  1.  117.     8.  Though  Mel- 
vil,  who  forefaw  that  her  attachment  to  Bothwell         -     , 
would  at  length  induce  her  to  marry  him,  warned 
her  of  the  infamy  and  danger  which  would  attend 
that  adion,  flie  not  only  difregarded  this  falutary 
admonition,  but  difcovered  what  had  pafied  be- 
tween them  to  Bothwell,  which  expofed  Melvil  to 
his  refentment.     Melv.  156.      9.  BothweU  feized 
Mary  as  flie  returned  from  Stirling,  April  24.     If 
he  had  done  this  without  her  knowledge  and  con- 
fent,  fuch  an  infult  could  not  have  failed  to  have 
filled  her  with  the  moft  violent  indignation.     But 
according  to  the  account  of  an  old  MS.  "The 
friendly  love  was  fo  highly  contrafted  between 
this  great  princefs  and  her  enormous  fubjeft,  that 
there  was  no  end  thereof,  (for  it  was  conftantly 
efteemed  by  all  men,  that  either  of  them  loved 
other   carnally,)  fo  that  fhe  fufFered  patiently  to 
be  led  where  the  lover  lift,  and  all  the  way  nei- 
ther made  obftacle,  impediment,  clamour,  or  re- 
fiihince,  as  in  fuch  accidents  ufe  to  be,  or  that  flie 
might  have  done  by  her  princely  authority,  being 
accompanied  with  the  noble  earl  of  Huntly  and 
fearetary  Maitland  of  Lethington/'     Keith,  ^83. 
Melvily  idio  was  prefent,  confirms  this  account, 
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I 
aftd  tells, us  that  thfe  officer,  by  whom  he  was 

leizedy  informed  him  that  nothing  was  done  with- 
out the  queen's  confent^  Melv.  158^  lo*  On  | 
ihe  1 2th  of  May,  a  few  days  before  her  marriage, 
Mary  declared  that  flie  was  then  at  full  liberty, 
and  that  though  Bothwell  had  offended  her  by 
feizing  her  perfon,  flie  was  fa  much  fatisfied  with 
his  dutiful  behaviour  fince  that  time,  and  fo  in- 
debted to  him  for  paft  ferviccs,  that  fhe  not  only 
forgave  that  offence,  but  refolved  to  promote 
him  to  higher  honours.  And.  i*  87*  11^  Even 
after  the  confederate  nobles  had  driven  Bothwell 
from  the  queen's  prefence,  and  though  fhe  faw 
that  he  was  confidered  as  the  murderer  of  her 
former  hulband  by  fo  great  a  part  of  her  fubjefts, 
her  affedion  did  not  in  the  leaft  abate,  and  fhe 
continued  to  exprefs  the  moft  unalterable  attach- 
ment to  him.  "  I  can  perceive  (fays  Sir  N. 
f  Throkmorton)  that    the    rigour  with  which   the 

queen  is  kept,  proceedeth  by  order  from  tbefc 
men,  becaufe  that  the  queen  will  not  by  any 
means  be  induced  to  lend  her  authority  to  profe- 
cute  the  murderer ;  nor  will  not  cogent  by  any 
perfuafion  to  abandon  the  lord  Bothwell  for, her 
,  hufband,  but  avoweth  conftantly  that  (he  will 
live  and  die  with  him  j  and  faith,  that  if  it  were 
put  to  her  choice  to  relinquifli  her  crown  and 
kingdom,  or  the  lord  Bothwell,  fhe  would  leave 
her  kingdom  and  dignity  to  go  a  firaple  damfel 
with  him,  and  that  fhe  will  never  confent  that  he 
f^all  fare  worfe,  or  have  more  harm  than  herfelf." 
Append.      Vol.  Hi.  No.  XXII,      In  all  their  ne- 
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gofciationis    with   Thirokmorton,    the    confederated 
hifention  this  unalterable  attachment  of  the  queen 
to  Bothwell,   as  a  fufBcient  reafon  for  fejefting 
his  propofals   of    an   accommodation   tvith   their 
fovereign. .   Keith,  419*  449.     Thi$  affertion  they 
renewed  in  the  conferences  at  York;     Anderf.  ivi 
part  ii.    p.   66.     Murray,   in   his   interview   with 
Mary  in   Lochlevin,   charged   her  with   perfifting 
in  her  inordinate  afFeftion  to  Bothwell.     Keith^ 
446.     All    thefe,    however,    may  be    confidered 
merely  a$   accufations   brought    by  the    confedd- 
rates,  in  order  to  Vindicate  their  rigour  towards 
the  queen*     But  Throkmorton,  who,  by  his  re^ 
fidence   in    Edinburgh,    and    by  his    intercourfe 
with  the   queen's  partifans,  as  well  as  with   her 
enemies,    had    many    opportunities    of    difcovcr* 
fng    whether    or    not   Mary   had   exprefled    her- 
felf  in  fuch  terms,  and  who  was  difpofed  to  view 
her  aftions  in  the  moft  favourable  lights  appears,  » 

by  the  paffage  which  1  have  quoted  from  his 
letter  of  the  I4t}v  of  July,  to  be  perfuaded  that 
the  confederates  had  not  mifreprefented  her  fen- 
timents*  He  had  foon  an  opportunity  of  being 
cotifiritied  with  greater  certainty  in  this  opinion. 
Although  the  confederates  had  refufed  him  ac- 
cefs  to  the  captive  queen,  he  found  rnean^  of 
holding  a  fecret  correfpondence  with  her,  and 
endeavoured  to  perfuade  her  to  give  her  confent 
to  huve  her  marriage  with  Bothwell  diifolved  by  . 
a  fentence  of  divorce,  as  the  moft  probable  means 
of  regaiAiftg  her  liberty-  She  hath  fent  me  word 
that  (he  will  in  no  wife  confent  unto  that,  but 
Vol.  III.  Q^  rather 
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rather  die.  Appendix,  Vol.  III.  No.  XXIL 
.  There  is  evidence  of  the  continuance  of  Mary's 
attachment  ftill  more  explicit.  Lord  Herri^s, 
in  the  parliament  held  the  15th  of  December 
1567,  acknowledged  the  queen's  inordinate  affec- 
tion to  that  wicked  man,  and  that  fhe  could  not 
be'  induced  by  perfuafion  to  leave  him ;  and  that 
in  fequeftering  her  within  Lochlevin,  the  confe- 
derates bad  done  the  duty  of  noblemen.  Ap- 
pendix.  Vol.  HI.  No.  XXIV.  In  the  year  1571,  a 
conference  was  held  by  fome  deputies  from  a 
convention  of  clergy,  with  the  duke  of  Chatel- 
herault,  fecretary  Maitland,  fir  Jame^  Balfour, 
and  Kirkaldy ;  and  an  account  of  it  written  by 
Mr.  Craig,  one  of  the  minifters  of  Edinburgh,  is 
extant  in  Calderwood  MSS.  Hift.  ii.  244.  In 
prefence  of  all  thefe  pcrfons,  moft  of  whom  were 
in  Edinburgh  when  the  queen  was  taken  at  Car- 
berry,  Maitland,  who  was  now  an  avowed  parti- 
fan  of  Mary,  declares,  that  on  the  fame  night  (he 
was  brought  to  Edinburgh,  he  himfelf  had  offered, 
that  if  file  would  abandon  Bothwell,  fhe  (hould 
have  as  thankful  obedience  as  ever  fhe  h^d  fince 
fhe  came  to  Scotland.  But  in  no  wife  would  fhe 
confent  to  leave  Bothwell.  According  to  fir 
James  Melvil,  the  queen  found  means  of  writ- 
ing a  letter  to  Bothwell  on  the  evening  of 
that  day,  when  fhe  was  conduced  as  a  prifoner 
to  Edinburgh,  in  which  fhe  declared  her  affec- 
tion to  him  in  the  moft  tender  expreflions,  and 
her  refolution  never  to  abandon  him.  This 
letter,  he  fays,  was  intercepted  by  the  confede- 
rates, 
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rates,  and  determined  them  to  confine  Mary  in 
the  caftle  of  LochleviB.  But  as  neither  Buchanan 
nor  Knox,  both  abundantly  difpofed  to  avail 
themfelves  of  every  fad  and  report  that  could^  be 
employed  in  order  to  reprefent  Mary's  condud 
as  improper  and  criminal,  mention  this  letter; 
and  as  the  confederates  themfelves,  in  their  ne- 
gociation  with  Throkmorton,  as  well  as  in  their 
accufations^of  the  queen  before  the  Englifli  com- 
raiffioners  at  York  and  Weftminfter,  maintain 
the  fame  filence  with  regard  to  it,  I  am  fatisfied 
that  Melvil,  who  wrote  his  memoirs  for  the  in- 
formation of  his  fon  in  his  old  age,  and  long 
after  the  events  which  he  records  happened,  has  * 
been  miftaken  with  regard  to  this  particular* 
From  this  long  enumeration  of  circumftances,  we 
may,  without  violence,  draw  the  following  con* 
clufion:  Had  Mary  really  been  acceffary  to  the 
murder  of  her  hufband ;  had  Bothwell  perpetrated 
the  crime  with  her  confent,  or  at  her  command  ; 
and  had  fhe  intended  to  ftifle  the  evidence  againft 
him,  and  to  prevent  the  difcovery  of  big  guilt, 
file  could  ^fcarcely  have  taken  any'  other  fteps 
than  thofe  which  (he  took,  nor  could  her  conduft 
have  been  more  repugnant  to  all  the  maxims  of 
prudence  and  of  decency. 

.  The  pofitive  evidence  produced  againft  Mary 
may  be  claiTed  under  two  heads. 

I.  The  depofitions  of  fome  perfons  who  were 

employed  in  committing  the  murder,  particularly 

of  Nicholas  Hubert,  who,  in  the  writings  of  that 

age,  is  called  French  Paris.     This  perfon,  who  was 

(\2  Bothweirs 
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Bothwcll's  fervant,  and  much  trufted  by  him,  x^ns§ 
twice  examined,  and  the  original  of  one  of  his  de» 
pofitions,  and  a  copy  of  the  other,  are  ftill  extant. 
It  is  pretended  that  both  thefe  are  notorious  forge^- 
ries.  But  they  are  remarkable  for  a  fimplicity  and 
TTdrveie  which  it  is  almoft  impoffible  to  imitate ; 
tbey  abound  with  a  number  of  minute  fafts  and 
^particularities,  which  the  mod  dextrous  forger 
could  not  have  cafily  affembled  and  connefted 
together  with  any  appearance  of  probability ;  and 
they  are  filled  with  cirtumffances,  which  can 
fcarcely  be  fuppofed  to  have  entered  the  imagina- 
tion of  any  man  but  one  of  Paris's  rank  and  cha- 
raften  But,  at  the  fame  time,  it  muft  be  acknow- 
ledged, that  his  depofitions  contain  fome  improbable 
circumftances*  He  feems  to  have  been  a  fooliffi 
talkative  fellow  ;  the  fear  of  death,  the  violence  of 
torture,  and  the  defire  of  pleafing  thofe  in  whofe 
power  he  was,  tempted  him,  perhaps,  to  feign 
fome  circumftanccs,  and  to  exaggerate  others.  To 
fay  that  fome  circumftances  in  an  affidavit  are  im- 
probable or  falfe,  is  very  different  from  faying 
that  the  whole  is  forged.  I  fufped  the  former  to 
be  the  cafe  here ;  but  I  fee  no  appearance  of  the 
latter.  Be  that  as  it  will,  fome  of  the  moft  material 
fafts  in  Paris's  affidavits  refl  upon  his  fingk  tefli- 
mony ;  and  for  that  reafon,  I  have  Hot  in  the  Hiflory, 
nor  fhall  I  in  this  place,  lay  any  ftrefs  upon  them, 

2.  T6e  letters  faid  to  be  written  by  Mary  to 
BothwelL  Thefe  have  been  frequently  publiftiedi. 
The  accident  by  which  the  queen's  enemies  got 
them  into  their  pofleilion,  is  related  in  Book.  V« 
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When  the  authenticity  of  any  ancient  paper  is  du- 
bious or  contefted,  it  may  be  afcertained  either  by 
external  or  internal  evidence..  Both  ihefe  have 
been  produced  in  the  prefent  cafe. 

I.  ExTERNAi^  proofs  of  the  genuinenefs  of  Mary^s 
letters,  I.  Murray,,  and  the  nobles  whp  adhered 
to  him,  affirm  upon  xheir  wo);d  arid  honour,  thai 
the  letters  were  written  with  the  queen^s  own  hand, 
with  which  they  were  well  acqiiainted.  Good, 
ii.  64.  92..  2.  The  letters  were  publicly  produced 
ia  the  parliament  of  Scotland,  December  1567; 
and  were  fo  far  confidcred  as  genuine^  that  they 
are  mentioned  in  the  aft  againft  Mary,  as  one 
chief  argument  of  her  guilt.  Good,  ii,  66,  67. 
3^  They  were  fhewn  privately  to  the  duke  of  Nor- 
folk, the  earl  of  Suffex,  and  fir  Ralph  Sadler, 
^Elizabeth's  commiffioners  at  York,  In  the  account 
which  they  gave  of  this  matter  to  their  miftrefe, 
they  feem  to  confider  the  letters  as  genuine,  and 
exprefe  no  fqfpicioA  of  any  forg^ery ;  they  par*- 
ticularly  obferve,  **  that  the  matter  contained  in 
them  is  fuch,  that  k  could  hardly  be  invented  and 
devifed  by  any  other  than  herfelf ;  for  that  they 
difcourfe  of  fome  things,  which  were  unknown  to 
any  other  than  to  herfelf  and  Bothwell ;  and  as  it 
is  hard  to  counterfeit  fo  many,  fo  the  matter  of 
them,  and  the  manjier  bow  thefe  meij  came  by 
them,  is  fuch^  as  it  leemeth  th^t  God,  in  whofe 
fight  murder  and  blood&ed  of  the  innocent  is  abo- 
minable, would  not  permit  the  fame  to  be  hid  or 
concealed.*'  Good.  ii.  14C8.  They  feem  to  hav^  • 
foade  fiich  an  impreflion  on  th«  duke  of  Norfolk, 
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that  in  a  fubfequent  letter  to  Pembroke,  Leicefter, 
and  Cecil,  he  has  thefe  words :  *'  If  the  matter 
fiiall  be  thought  as  deteftable  and  manifeft  to  you, 
as  for  ought  we  can  perceive  it  feemeth  here  to  us." 
Good.  ii.  154.  Nor  did  Norfolk  declare  thefe  to 
be  his  fentiments  only  in  public  official  letters,  he 
cxpreffed  himfelf  in  the  fame  manner  to  his  moft 
confidential  friends.  In  a  fecret  conference  with  the 
bifliop  of  Rofs  at  York,  the  duke  informed  him, 
that  he  had  feen  the  letters,  &c.  which  the  regent 
had  to  produce  againft  the  queen,  whereby  there 
would  be  fuch  matter  proved  againft  her;  as  would 
dilhonour  her  for  ever.  State  Trials,  Edition  of 
Hargrave,  i.  91.  Murdin,  52.  The  biihop  of 
Rofs,  if  he  had  known  the  letters  to  be  a  notorious 
forgery,  muft  have  been  naturally  led,  in  confe- 
quence  of  this  declaration,  to  undeceive  the  duke, 
and  to  expofe  the  impofture.  But,  inftead  of  this, 
the  duke,  and  he,  and  Lethington,  after  confulting 
togeth^,  agreed,  that  the  bifhop  fbould  write  to 
Mary,  then  at  Bolton,  and  inflrufl:  her  to  make 
fuch  a  propofal  to  Elizabeth  as  might  prevent  the 
public  produftion  of  the  letters  and  other  evidence. 
State  Trials,  i.  94.  Murdin,  45.  Indeed,  the 
whole  of  this  fecret  conference  feems  to  imply,  that 
Lethington^  Rofs,  and  Norfolk,  were  confcious  of 
fomc  defeft  in  Mary's  caufe,  and  thcrefcMrc  exerted 
all  their  ingenuity  in  order  to  avoid  a  public  accufa- 
tiom  Murdin,  52,  53.  To  Bamfter,  whom  the  duke 
feems  to  have  trufted  more  entirely  than  any  other 
of  his  fervants,  he  exprefled  himfelf  in  fimilar 
f€rms  with  refpe^l  to  the  queeQ  of  Scots^     State 
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Trials^  i.  98.  The  words  of  BamftePs  evidence 
are  remarkable :  ^^  I  confefs  that  I^  waiting  of  my 
lord  and  mafter,  when  the  earl  of  Suflex  and 
Mr,  Chiincellor  erf  the  dutchy  that  now  is,  were  in 
Comtniffion  at  York,  did  hear  his  grace  fay,  that 
upon  examination  of  the  matter  of  the  murder,  it 
did  appear  that  the  queen  of  Scots  was  guilty  and 
privy  to  the  murder  of  lord  Damly,  whereby  I 
verily  thought  that  his  grace  would  never  join  in 
marriage  with  her/V  Murdin,  134.  Elizabeth^ 
itt  her  inftru^tions  to  the  earl  of  Shrewfbury  and 
Beale,  in  1583,  aflerts,  that  both  the  duke  and  easi 
6f  Arundel  did  declare  to  herfelf,  that  the  pn>of, 
by  the  view  of  her  letters,  did  fall  out  fufficient 
ag^nd  the  queen  of  Scots ;  however,  they  weri 
tker  drawn  to  cover  her  &ults  atid  pronounce  he^ 
innocency.  MS.  Advoc.  Librlry*  A*  iii*  ^d* 
p,  314.  from  Cot.  Lib.  Galig.  9.  4.  A  (imila!' 
ittpte^n  Was  made  Upon  other  contemporaries  of 
M^ry  by  the  pTodu^ion  of  the  letter^,  which  iitt^ 
plies  a  full  belief  of  their  being  geilmile.  Cecil, 
in  his  cerrtfpondence-^with  fir  Henry  Norris,  the 
Englifli  ambaffador  In  France,  relates  this  tranfec- 
tion  in  t^rms  which  leave  no  room  to  doubt  with 
refp^a  t6  his  own  private  opinioft.  In  his  fettef , 
Decern*  14th,  1568,  the  vefydsiyon  wWdi  the 
letters,  &c*  were  hid  before  the  lineetfeg  of  privy 
ecmnfillofS  iftd  pedri,  he  infotmai  him,  "  That 
thd  regent  wis  driven,  from  his  defence,  to  dJfcloft 
d,  full  ferdcl  of  the  ntlughty  matter,  tettdihg  to  c(5ri» 
finee  the  ^neen  as  Advifei?  of  the  Etiurtbif ,  afld  the 
t»l  of  Bothwell  as  he^  exeeufMtj  ttstd  tiattr  iht 
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«  queen's  party,  fo  great,  refufe  to  mike  any  aiu 
fwcr,  and  pref$  thaf  their  miftrefs  may  come  in 
perfon  to  anfwer  the  matter  herfelf,  before  ihc 
queen's  majefty,  which  is  thought  not  fit  to  be 
granted  until  the  great  blot  of  the  marriage  with 
her  hufband's  murtherer,  and  the  evidem  charges, 
by  letters  of  her  own,  to  be  devifer  of  the  murther, 
be  fomewhat  razed  out  or  recovered  ;  for  that  a$ 
the  matters  are  exhibited  againft  her,  it  is  far  qnr 
feemly  for  any  prince,  or  for  chafle  ears,  to  be 
annoyed  with  the  fihhy  noife  thereof ;  and  yet,  as 
being  a  commiffioner,  I  muft  and  will  forbear  to 
pronounce  any  thing  herein  certainly,  though  as  si 
private  perfon  I  cannot  but  with  horror  and  tremr 
bling  think  thereof."  Cabala,  1 56.  5.  From  thq 
correfpondence  of  Bowes,  the  Englifh  rpfident  in 
Scotland,  with  Walfingham,  in  the  year  1582, 
publifhed  towards  the  clofe  of  this  diifertatipn,  it  i$ 
manifed  that  both  in  England  and  Scotland,  both 
by  Elizabeth  and  Jame§,  both  by  the  duke  of  Lenr 
nox  and  earl  pf  Cowrie,  the  letters  were  deQme4 
to  be  genuine.  The  eagernefs,*  on  one  fide  to  obr 
tain,  and  on  the  other  to  keep,  poffeffion  pf  the 
calket  and  letters,  implies  th^t  this  was  the  belief 
of  both.  Thefe  feniiments,  of  contemporaries, 
who  were  in  a  fituation  to  be  thoroughly  informed, 
and  who  had  abilities  to  jud^e  with  difcernment, 
will,  in  the  opinion  of  many  pf  my  readers,  far 
outweigh  theories,  fuppofitions,  ^nd  copjedures, 
formed  at  the  diftance  pf  two  centuries.  6.  Thf 
letters  were  fubjeftcd  to  a  fplemn  and  judicial  exa- 

.     fnination  with  refped  to  their  authenticity,  as  far 
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^  that  could  be  afcertaincd  by  r^femblance  of  chat  * 
rafter  and  fafhion  of  writing ;  for,  after  the  confcr-i 
ences  at  York  and  Weftminfter  were  finiflied,  Elii* 
zabeth,  as  I  havq  related,  aflembled  her  privy 
cpunfellors,  and,  joiqiqg  to  tbem-  feveral  of  the 
mod:  eminent  noblemen  in  her  kingdom,  laid  be-. 
fore  them  all  the  proceedings  again  :l  the  Scottifli 
queen,  and  particularly  ordered,  that  "  the  letters 
and  writings  exhibited  by  the  regent,  as  the  queen 
of  Scots*  letters  and  writii^s,  (hould  alfo  be  flieWed, 
and  conference  [i.  e.  coinparifon]  thereof  made  in 
their  fight,  with  the  letters  of  the  faid  queen's, 
J)elng  extant,  and  heretofore  written  with  her  own 
band,  and  fent  to  the  queen's  majefty  ;  whereby 
may  be  fearched  and  examined  what  difference  is 
betwixt  them.^*  Good,  ii,  252.  They  aflembled 
accordingly,  at  Hampton  Court,  December  14 
and  15,  1568  ;  and,  "  The  originals  of  the  letters 
fuppofed  to  be  wriftcn  with  the  queen  of  Scots* 
own  hand,  were  then  alfo  prefently  produced  and 
perufed  ;  ^nd,  being  read,  were  duly  conferred 
and  compared,  for  the  manner  of  writing,  and  fa- 
fliion  of  orthography,  with  fundry  other  letters 
Jong  fince  heretofore  written,  and  fent  by  the  faid 
queen  of  Scots  to  the  aueen's  majeily.  In  collation 
whereof  no  4ifference  was  found."  Good.  li.  256, 
7.  Mary  having  written  an  apologetical  letter  for  her 
condud  tQ  the  cpqntefs  of  Lennox,  July  10, 1570  % 

{he 

^  Mary's  kttcr  has  never  been  publiftied,  and  ought  to 
have  a  place  here,  where  evidence  on  all  fides  is  fairly  pro* 
duced.     H  M4dam],  if   ;he    wrang   ^nd   falfe  rrportis   of  re-^ 
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fhe  tranfmitted  it  to  her  hufband  then  in  Scotland ; 
and  he  returned  to  the  countefs  the  following  anfwer: 
•*  Seeing  you  have  remittit  to  me,  to  anfwer  the 
queen  the  king's  mother's  letters  fent  to  you,  what 
can  I  fay  but  that  I  do  not  marvell  to  fee  hir  writ 

belUsy  enemies  weill  knawn  for  traitouris  to  zow,  and  alace 
to  muchc  trufted  of  me  by  ^zoure  advice,  had  not  fo  far 
iiurred  you  aganis  my  innocency  (and  I  muft  fay  aganis, 
all  kyndnefsy  that  zou  have  not  onelie  as  it  were  con- 
dempnit  me  wrangfullic,  but  fo  hated  me,  as  fome  wordi* 
and  open  deideis  haa  teftifeit  to  all  the  vrarlde,  a  manyfeil 
midikiBg  in  zow  aganis  zour  awn  blude),  1  would  not  have 
omittit  thus  lang  my  dewtie  in  wr)'ting  to  zow  excuiiDg  me 
rf  thofe  untrew  rcporteis  made  of  me.  But  hoping  with 
Codis  grace  and  tyme  to  have  my  innocency  knawin  to  zow, 
aft  I  trufl:  it  is  already  to  the  maill  pairt  of  all  indifferent  per- 
&m9f  I  thocht  it  befl  not  to  trouble  sou  for  a  tyme  till  that 
fuch  a  matter  is  moved  that  tuichis  ua  bayth,  ^^uhilk  is  the 
tranfporting  zoure  littii  fon,  and  my  onelie  child  in  this 
dountrey.  *To  the  quhilk  albeit  I  be  never  fa  wilKng,  I  wald 
be  glaid  to  have  zoure  advyfe  therein,  at  iti  all  6ther  tbingid 
tddching  him.  I  have  born  him,  and  Cl%>d  knawis  with  quhat 
danger'  to  (lim  and  me  boith ;  and  of  zow  lie  is  defcendit. 
Sol  meane  not  to  forzet  my  dewtie  to  zow,  in  fchewin  herein 
any  ui^yndnefs  to  zow,  how  unkyndlie  that  ever  ze  have 
Alt  with  me,  bot  will  love  zow  as  my  awrtt,  and  refj^eft  zow 
as  my  moder  in  law*  And  gif  ye  pies  to  kftai^  fat iher  of  my 
Viynd  in  that  and  all  uthcr  thingis  betwixt  us^  my  ambaf- 
fador  the  biihop.  of  Rofs  fall  be  ready  to  confer  with  zou. 
And  fo  after  my  hairtlic  commendationis,  remitting  me  to 
my  faide  ambaflador,  and  26ur  better  e6nfideratioufi,  I  con- 
nit  zo«  to  the  prote6lioii>  of  Almighty  God,  quhom  1  pray 
to  preferve  you  and  my  brother  Charles,  and  caus  zou  to  knaw 
my  pairt  better  nor*  ze  do.  From  Chaitfworth  this  x  of 
July  IJ70. 

^    To  my  Ladie  Lennox  Your  natural  gude  Nice 

my  modcrin  law.     ^  and  lovirigc  dochtdlr." 
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the  bed  can  for  hirfelf,  to  feame  to  purge  horof 
that,  quhairof  many  befyde  mc  are  certainly  per* 
fuadit  of  the  contrary,  and  I  not  only  affurit  by 
my  awin  knawledge,  but  by  her  hand  writ,  the  con* 
feffionis  of  men  gone  to  the  death,  and  uther  in^ 
fallibil  experience*  It  'wuU  be  lange  tyme  that  is 
hable  to  put  a  mattir  fo  notorious  in  oUivioun, 
to  mak  black  quhyte,  or  innocency  to  appear 
quhair  the  contrary  is  fa  weill  knaniHai.  The 
maifi:  indifferent,  I  tru(||.  doubtis  not  of  the 
equite  of  zour  and  my  caufe,  and  of  the 
juft  occafioun  of  our  mylliking.  Hir  richt  dewtie 
to  zow  and  me,  being  the  parteis  intereft,  were 
hir  true  confeffioun  and  unfeyned  repentance  of 
that  lamentable  faft,  odious  for  hir  to  be  repor« 
tit,  and  forrowfiill  for  us  to  think  of.  God  is 
juft,  and  will  not  in  the  end  be  abufed ;  but  as 
he  has  manifefted  the  trewth,  fo  will  he  fmneife 
the  iniquity."  Lennoxes  Orig.  Regi/i.  of  Letters^ 
In  their  public  papers,  the  queen's  enemies  may 
be  fufpecled  of  advancing  what  would  be  010ft 
fubfervient  to  their  cSife,  not  what  was  agree- 
able to  truth,  or  what  flowed  from  their  own 
iaward  convidion.  But  in  a  private  letter  to 
his  own  wife,  Lennox  had  no  obcafion  to  di£- 
femble ;  and  it  is  plain,  that  he  not  only  thought 
the  queen  guilty,  but  believed  the  authenticity 
of  her  letters  to  Bothwell.  8.  In  oppoiition  to 
all  thefe  reafbns  for  believing  the  letters,  &c.  to 
be  authentic,  the  condu^  of  the  nobles  confe^ 
derated  againft  Mary,  in  not  producing  tberti 
direftly  as  evidence  againft  her^  has  been  reprefent- 
cd  as  an  irrefragable  proqf  of  their  hieing  forged. 

According 
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According  to  the  account  of  the  confederates  them* 
felves,  the  caflcet  containing  the  ktters  was  feized 
\>y  them  on  the  twentieth  of  June  one  thoufand  five 
hundred  and  fixty-feven  j  but  the  firft  time  that  they 
were  judicially  ftated  as  evidence  againft  the  queen 
was  in  a  meeting  of  the  regent^s  privy  council, 
December  fourth,  and  they  afterwards  ferved  as 
the  foundation  of  the  afts  made  agsdnft  her  in 
the  pariii^ent  held  on  the  fifteenth  of  the  fame 
month.      If  the   lettqm  had   been  genuine,  it  is 
contended^  that  the  obtaining  poffeffion  of  them 
muft  have  afforded,  fuch   matter  of  triumph  to 
the  confederates,  that  they  woilild  inftantly  have 
proclaimed  it  to  the  whole  world ;  and  in  their 
negociations  with  the  Englifti  and  French  rainir 
iters,    or  with    fuch   of   their  fellow-fubjefts  as 
condemned  their  proceedings,    they  would  have 
filenced,  at  once,  every  advocate  for  the  queen, 
by  exhibiting  this  convincing  proof  of  her  guilt, 
But  in  this   reafoning  fufficient   attention  is  not 
paid   to    the   delicate    and    perilous   fituation    of 
the    confederates    at    that"  junfture-      They  had, 
taken   arms    againft   their   fovereign,    had   feized 
her  perfon  at  Carberry-hill,  and  had  confined  her 
a  prifoner  at  Lochlevin,      A  confiderable  num- 
ber, however,  of  their  fellowTfubjefts,  headed  by 
fome  of  the  moft  powerful  noblemen  in  the  king- 
dom, was  combined  againft  them.     This  combi- 
nation, they  foon  perceived,  they  could  not  hope 
to  break  or  to  vanquifli  without  aid  either  from 
France  or  England.      In    the    former   kingdom, 
Mary's  uncles,  the  duke  of  Guife  and  cardinal 
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of  Lorrain,  were,  at  that  period,  all  powerful, 
and  the  king  himfelf  was  devotedly  attached  to 
her.  If  the  confederates  confined  their  views 
to  the  diffolution  of  the  marriage  of  the  queen 
with  Bothwell,  and  to  the  exclufion  of  him  for 
ever  from  her  prefence,  they  might  hope,  per- 
haps, to  be  countenanced  by  Charles  IX.  and  his 
minifters,  who  had  fent  an  envoy  into  Scot- 
land of  pui-pofe  to  difluade  Mary  from  that  ill* 
fated  match;  Append.  Na^  XXII.;  whereas  the 
loading  her  publicly  with  the  imputation  of  be- 
ing acceffory  to  the  murder  of  her  hufband, 
would  be  deemed  fuch  an  inexpiable  crime  by 
the  court  of  France,  as  mull  cut  off  every  hope 
of  countenance  or  aiid  from  that  quarter.  From 
England,  with  which  the  principal  confederates 
had  been  long  and  intimately  connefted,  they 
had  many  reafons  to  expeft  more  effeftual  fup- 
port;  but  to  their  aftonilhmcnt,  Elizabeth  con- 
demned their  proceedings  with  afperity,  warmly 
efpoufed  the  caufc  of  the  captive  queen,  and 
was  extremely  folicitou*  to  obtain  her  releafe  and 
reftoration.  Nor  was  this  merely  the  only  one  of 
the  artifices  which  Elizabeth  often  employed  in  her 
tranfaAions  with  Scotland.  Though  her  moft  fa- 
gacious  minifters  confidered  it  as  the  wifeft  po- 
licy to  fupport  the  confederate  lords  rather  than 
the  queen  of  Scots,  Elizabeth  difregarded  their 
counfel*'.     Her  high  notions  of  royal  authority,' 

N  ^  and 

'  This  was  the  opinion  of  Throkmorton,  as  appears  from 
tiezt,ra^  of  bis  letter  of  July  nth,  puhliHied  in  the  Append* 

No.  ^ 
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and  of  the  fubmiilipn  due  by  fubjeds,  Induced 
her,  on  this  occafion,  to  exert  Jierfeif  in  behalf  of 
Mary,  not  only  with  fincerity  but  with  zeal ;  (he  | 
negociated;  Ihe  folicited,  fbe  threatened.  Finding 
the  confederates  inflexible,  (he  endeavoured  to  pro- 
cure Mary*8  rcleafe  by  means  of  that  party  in 
Scotland  which  continued  faithful  to  her,  and  in- 
ftrufted  Throkmorton  to  correfpqnd  with  the 
leaders  of  it,  and  to  make  overtures  to  that  effefi. 
Keith,  451.  App.  No.  XXIII.  She  even  went 
fo  far  as  to  direft  her  ambaffador  at  Paris  to  con- 
cert meafures  with  the  French  king  how  they,  by 
their  joint  efforts,  might  perfuade  or  compel  the 
Scots  to  "  acknowledge  the  queen  her  good  fitter 
to  be  their  fovereign  lady,  and  queen,  and  renounce 
their  obedience  to  her  fon."  Keith,  462,  3,  4. 
From  all  thefe  circumftances,  the  confederates  had 
every  reafon  to  apprehend  that  Mary  would  foon 
obtain  liberty,  and  by  fome  accommodation  be  re- 
ftored  to  the  whole,  or  at  kail  to  a  confiderable 
portion  of  her  authority  as  fovereign.  In  that 
■■ -r :^r ' 7 

1  No;  XXII.     The  fame  were  the  fentiments  of  Cecil,  in  hw 

letter  of  Aug.  19th,  1565,  to  fir  Henry  Norris,  Elizabeth's 
arobaflador  to  France :  "  You  (hall  perceive,'*  fays  he, 
"  by  the  queen's  letter  to  you,  at  this  prefcnt,  how  carncftly 
fhe  18  bent  in  favour  of  the  queen  of  Scots,  and  truly  fincc 
the  beginning  fhe  hath  been  greatly  offended  with  the  lords ; 
and,  howfoever  her  majefly  might  make  her  profit  by  bear- 
ing with  the  lords  in  this  adlion,  yet  no  counfel  can  flay  her 
majefty  from  manifefUng  her  mifiiking  of  them."  Cabala, 
140,  And  in  his  letter  of  Sept.  3d,  "  The  quieen's  majefty, 
our  fovereign,  remaineth  ilill  offended  with  the  lords  for 
the  queen;  the  example  movcth  her.*'  lb.  141*  Djgg" 
Con^.  Amb.  14* 
.    .  event 
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event  they  forefaw,  that  if  they  fhould  venture  to 
accufe-  her  publicly  of  a  crime  fo  atrocious  as  the 
murder  of  her  hufbaud,  they  muft  not  only  be  ex- 
cluded for  ever  from  power  and  favour,  but  from 
any  hope  of  perfonal  fafety.  On  this  account  they 
long  confined  themfelves  to  that  which  was  on- 
ginally  declared  to  be  the  reafon  of  their  taking 
arms ;  the  avenging  the  king's  death,  the  diiTolv* 
ing  the  marriage  with  Bothwell,  the  infli^ng  on 
him  condign  punifhment,  or  banifhing  him  for  ever 
from  the  queen's  prefence.  It  appears  from  the 
letters  of  Throkmorton,  publifhed  by  bifhop  Keith, 
and  in  my  Appendix,  that  his  fagacity  early  difco^ 
vered  that  this  would  be  the  tenor  of  their  condud. 
In  his  letter  from  Edinburgh,  dated  July  14th,  he 
obferves,  that  "  they  do  not  forget  thdr  own  peril 
fonjoined  with  the  danger  of  the  prince,  but,  as.far 
as  I  perceive,  they  intend  not  to  touch,  the  queen 
either  in  furety  or  in  honour ;  for  they  fpeak  of 
her  with  rQ(pt&  and  reverence,  and  do  affirm,  as  I 
do  learn,  that,  the  condition  aforefaid  accompUfiied 
[i.  e.  the  reparation  from  Bothwell],  they  will  both 
put  her  to  liberty,  and  reftore  her  to  her  eftate/* 
Append,  No.  XXII.  His  letter  of  Auguft  2  2d, 
contains  a  declaration  made  to  him  by  Lethington, 
in  name  and  in  prefence  of  his  aiTodates,  ^'  that 
they  never  meant  harm  neither  to  the  queen's  per- 
fon  nor  to  her  honour — that  they  have  been  cour 
tented  hitherto  to  be  condemned,  as  it  were,  of 
all  princes,  flrangers,  and,  namely,  of  the  queen 
of  England,  being  charged  of  grievous  and  infa- 
mous titles,  as  to  be  noted  rebels,  traitors,  fedir 

tious. 
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tiodg,  ingrate,  and  cruel,  all  which  they  fuffer  arid 
bear  upon  their  backs,  becaufe  they  will  not  juftify 
themfelves,  nor  proceed  in  any  thing  that  may 
touch  their  fovereign's  honour-  But  in  t^k  they 
be  with  thefe  defamations  continually  oppreffed,  or 
with  the  force,  aid,  artd  pradices  6f  other  ptlnces, 
and  namely  of  the  queen  of  England,  put  in  dan- 
ger, or  to  an  extremity,  they  (hall  be  compelled  to 
deal  otherwife  with  the  queen  than  they  intend,  or 
than  they  defire ;  for,  added  he,  you  may  be  fure 
we  will  not  lofe  our  lives,  have  our  lands  forfeited^ 
and  be  reputed  rebels  through  the  world,  feeing 
we  have  .the  means  to  juftify  ourfelves."  Keith 
4481  From  this  view  of  the  flippery  ground  oil 
which  they  flood  at  that  time,  their  conduft  in  not 
producing  the  letters  for  feveral  months,  appears 
not  only  to  have  been  prudent,  but  effential  to  their 
own  fafety. 

But,  at  a  fubfequent  period,  when  the  confcde* 
rates  found  it  neceflary  to  have  the  form  of  govern* 
ment,  which  they  had  eftabliflied,  confirmed  by 
authority  of  parliament,  a  different  mode  of  pro* 
ceeding  became  requifite.  All  that  had  hitherto 
been  done  with  refpefl:  to  the  queen's  difmiiffion,  the 
feating  the  young  king  upon  the  throne,  and  the 
appointment  of  a  regent,  was  in  reality  nothing 
more  than  the  deed  of  private  men.  It  required 
the  exhibition  of  fome  legal  evidence  to  procure  a 
conftitutional  aft  giving  the  fanftion  of  its  appro* 
bation  to  fuch  violent  meafures,  and  to  obtain  "  a 
perfeQ;  law  and  fecurify  for  all  them  that  either  by 
deed,  counfel,    or  fubfcription,  had  entered  into 

that 


Digitized  by 


Google 


K.    HENRY'S   MURDER,   kc.  2^ 

tiiat  caufe  fince  the  beginning/'  Haynes,  453, 
This  prevailed  with  the  regent  and  hi^  fedret  coub- 
fei,  after  long  deliberation^  to  agree  to  produce  ^ 

all  the  evidence  of  >K'hich  they  wefe  poflefTed  i  and 
upon  that  produdion  parliament  pailed  the  a^ 
which  were  required.     %ich  a  change  had  happen- 
ed in  the  ftate  of  the  kingdom  as  induced  the  coo^ 
federates  to  venture  upoii  this  change  in  their 
cohdud.^    In  June,  a  powerful  combination  was 
Jbmiing  againft  them,  under  the  leading  of  the 
Hamiltons.    In  December,  that  combination  was 
broken ;  moft  of  the  members  of  it  had  acknow« 
iedged  the  Idng  as  their  lawful  fovereign^  and  bad 
fubmitted  to  the:  regent's  government*    i|ittntiy^ 
Argyll,  Herries,  the  moft  powerful  noblemen  of 
that  party,  were  prefent  in  the  parliament,  and 
concurred  in  all  its  a£ts.     Edinburgh,  Dunbar^ 
Dunbarton,  and  all  the  chief  ftrong  holds  in  the 
kingdom,  were  now  in  the  hands  of  the  regent ; 
the  arms  of  France  had  full  occupation  in  its  civil 
war  with   the  Hugonots.     The  ardour  of  Eliza** 
beth's  zeal  in  behalf  of  the  captive  queen  feems  to 
have  abated.    A  ftep  that  would  have  been  fol^ 
lowed  with  ruin  to  the  confederates  in  June,  was 
attended  with  little  danger  in  December*    From 
this  long  dedudion  it  appears^  that  no  proof  of  the 
letters  being  forged  can  be  drawn  from  the  cir* 
cumftance  of  their  not  having  been  produced  im* 
mediately  after  the  t\(rentieth  of  June  ;  but  though 
Ac  public  accufation  was  brought  inftantly  againflt 
the  queen,  in  confequenee  of  feizing  the  caiket^ 
hints  were  given  by  the  confederates,  that  they 
VoL^IIL  R  poffeffed 
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4pol|eff€d  evidence  fuffidcttt  to  convifik  facr.  ThiR 
iz  flainly  ia^iied  in  a  letter  of  Throkmorton,  July 
jjiift,  Keith,  Pref.  p.  xii.  and  more  clearly  in  the 
foflage  which  I  have  quoted  from  his  letter  of 
Gft.ttgo(l  22.  In  his  letter  of  July  25,  the  papers 
<cmtained  in  the  caiket  are^ftill  more  piamly  pointed 
<mt*  "  They.[i.  e*  the  confederates]  fay,  that  thejr 
have  as  apparent  proof  againft  her  as  may  be,  as 
wdl  by  the  teftimony  of  her  own  hand-writing, 
which  they  have  recovered,  as  alfo  by  fnfficienc 
nitnefibs."'  Keith,  426. 

*  II.  With  regard  to  the  internal  proofs  of  the 
genmnenefs  of  the  queen's  letters  to  Bothwell,  we 
may  difsrve,  i.  That  whenever  a  paper  is  forged 
tvidi  a  particular  intention,  the  eagemefs  of  the 
£9iger  to  eflahlifh  the  point  in  vi^w,  his  folicitude 
to  cut  off  all  doubts  and  cavils,  and  to  avoid  any 
appearance  of  uncertainty,  feldom  £ul  of  pro^ipt- 
'  tng  him  to  ufe  exprelfions  the  moil  explicit  and  full 
to  his  purpofe.  The  paifages  foifted  into  ancient 
authors  by  heretics  in  diflferent  ag^s ;  the  legendary 
miracles  of  the  Romiih  faints ;  the  fupp<^titiOttS 
deeds  in  their  own  favour  produced  by  monafteries; 
the  falfe  charters  of  homage  mentioned  Vol.  L 
p.  210.  are  fo  many  proofs  of  this  affertion.  No 
maxim  feems  to  be  more  certain  than  this,  that  a 
folder  is  often  apt  to  prove  too  much,  but  feldom 
falls  into  the  error  of  proving  too  little.  The  point 
which  the  queen's  enemies  bad  to  eftablifii  was, 
^  chat  as  the  earl  of  Bothwell  was  chief  executor 
pf  the  horrible  aod  unworthy  murder  p»|)etrated, 
&c»  fo  was  ihe  of  the  fbrduiowledge,  counfel,  de- 
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vife,  perfuader,  and  commander  of  the  faid  murder 

to  be  done."     Good.  ii.  207.     But  of  this  thert 

are  only  imperfed  hints,  obfcure  intimations^  and 

dark  expreilions  in  the  letters,  which,  howevA 

Gonirincing  evidence  they  might  fumiih  if  found  ia 

real  letters,  bear  no  refemblance  to  that  glare  and 

fuperfluity  of  evidence  which  forgeries  commdnly 

contain.     All  the  advocates  for  Mary's  innocence 

in  her  own  age,  contend  that  there  is  nothing  ia 

the  letters  which  can  ferve  a^  a  proof  of  her  guik; 

Lefly,  Blackwood,  Turner,  &c.  abound  with  pat 

fages  to  this  purpofe ;  nor  are  the  fentiments  of 

thofe  in  the  prefent  age  different.    "  Yet  ftill  it 

might  have  been  expedted  (fays  one  of  her  ableft 

defoiders)  that  fome  one  or  other  of  the  points  or 

articles  of  the  accufation  (bould  be  made  out  clearly 

by  the  proof.     But  nothing  of  that  is  to  be  feefn  in 

the  prefent  cafe.    There  is  nothing  in  the  letters 

that  could  plainly  (hew  the  writer  to  have  been  ia 

the  fordoiowledge,  counfel,  or  device  of  any  mur« 

der,  hr  lefs  to  have  perfuaded  or  commanded  it ; 

and  as  little  is  there  about  maintaining  or  juftify**  ^ 

ing  any  murders."     Good.  i.  y6*    How  ill  advifed 

were  Mary's  adverfaries,  to  contrad  fo  much  guilty 

and  to  praftife  fo  many  artifices,  in  order  to  forge 

letters,  which  are  fo  Ul  contrived  for  eftabliflitng 

ibe  conclufion  they  had  in  view !    /Had  they  beien 

fo'bafe  as  to  have  recourfe  to  forgery,  is  it  not  na* 

tural  to  think  that  they  would  have  produced  fome** 

thing  more  explicit  and  decifive?  2.  It  is  almoft 

impoffible  to  invent  a  long  narration  of  fi^tiout 

events,  oonfifting  of  various,  flimuie  {octicttlsrt^     . 
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and  to  conneft  thijfe  in  fuch  a  manner  with  real 
h&$,  that  no  mark  of  fraud  fhall  appear.     For  this 
jeafon,  (kilful  forgers  avoid  any  long  detail  of  dr- 
cumftances,  efpecially  of  foreign  and  fuperflttous 
ones,  well  knowing  that  the  more  tbcfe  are  muki" 
plied,  the  more   are  the  chances  of  deteftion  in- 
crcafed.     Now  Mary's   letters,  efpecially  the  firft, 
iirc  filled  with  a  multiplicity  of  circumftances,  cx- 
jremely  natural  in  a  real  correfpondence,  but  alto- 
gether foreign  to  the  purpofe  of  the  queen's  ene- 
mies, and  which  it  would  have  been  extreme  folly 
to  have  inferted,  if  they  had  been  altogether  ima^ 
ginary,  and  without  foundation.     3.  The  truth  and 
reality  of  feveral  circumftances  in  the  letters,  and 
thefe,  too,  of  no  very  public  nature,  are  confirmed 
by  undoubted  collateral  evidence.  Lett.  i.  Good.  ii. 
p.  I .  The  queen  is  faid  to  have  met  one  of  Len^ 
nox's  gentlemen,  and  to  have  had  fome  converfa- 
tion  wkh  him.     Thomas  Crawford,  who  was  the 
perfon,  appeared  before  Elizabeth's  commiffioners, 
and  confirmed,  upon  oath,  the  truth  of  this  circum- 
ftance.     He   likewife   declared,    that  during   the 
queen's  ftay  at  Glafgow,  the  king  repeated  to  him, 
qvery  night,  whatever  had  paffed  through  the  day, 
between  Ijjgir  majefty  and  him ;  and  that  the  account 
given  oF  -thefe  converfations  in  the  firft  letter,  h 
nearly ^the  famevwith  what  the  king  communicated 
t€S  him.     Good.  ii.   245.  According  to  the  fame 
letter  there  was  much  difcourfe  between  the  king 
and  queen  concerning  Mynto,  Hiegait,    and  WaU 
car.     Good.  ii.  8.  10,  ii.  What  this  might  be^ 
was  altoge|h^  unknqwn^  u&til  a  letter  of  Mary's, 
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preferved  in  the  Scottifh  college  at  Paris,  aiid  pub- 
lillied,   Keith,  Pref.   vii.   difcovered^  it   to  be  an 
affair  of  fo   mwch  importance  as  merited  all  the 
attention  (he  paid  to   it  at  that  time.     It  appears 
by  a  letter  from  the  French  ambaffador,  that  Mary 
was  fubjefl:  to  a  violent  pain  in  her  fide.    Keith^ 
ibid.    This    circumftance  is    mentioned,   Lett.  i. 
p*  30.  in  a  manner  fo  natural  as  can  fcarceiy  belong 
to  any  but  a  genuine  produftion.     If  we  fliall  ftill 
think  it  probable  to  fuppofe  that  fo  many  real  cir-      » 
cumftances  were  arjfully  introduced  into  the  letters 
by  the  forgers,  in  order  to  give  an  air  of  authen* 
ticity  to  their  produftion  j  it  will  hardly  be  poffible 
to  hold  the  fame  opinion  concerning  the  following 
particular.     Before  the  queen  began  her  fii-ft  letter 
to  Bothwell,  (he,  as  ufual  among  thofe  who  write 
long  letters  containing  a  variety  of  fubjefts,  made 
notes  or  memorandums  of  the  particulars,  (he  wi(hed 
to  remember ;   but  as  (he  fat  up  writing  during  a 
great  part  of  the  night,  and  after  her  attendants 
were  aHeep,  her  paper  failed  her,  and  (he  con- 
tinued  her  letter  upon  the  fame  (heet  on  which  (he 
had  formerly  made  her  memorandums.     This  (he 
herfelf  takes  notice  of,  and  makes  an  apology  for 
it ;  "It  is  late ;  I  defire  never  to  ceafe  from  writ* 
Ing  unto  you,  yet  now,  after  the  killing  of  your 
hands,    I  will  end   my  letter.     Excufe    my  evil 
writing,  and  read  it  twice  over.     Excufe  that  thing 
that  is  fcriblit,  for  I  had  na  paper  zefterday,  quhen 
I  wraite  that  of  the  memorial."     Good.  ii.  28. 
Thefe  memorandums  ftill  appear  in  the  middle  of 
the  lett-er ;  and  what  we  have  faid  feems  naturally 
R3  to 
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to  account  for  the  maaner  how  they  might  find  their 
way  into  a  real  letter.  It  is  fcarce  to  be  fuppofcd, 
however,  that  any  forger  would  think  of  placing 
memorandums  in  the  middle  of  a  letter,  where,  at 
firft  fight,  they  make  fp  abfurd  and  fo  unnatural 
an  appearance.  But  if  any  {hall  ftill  carry  their 
refinement  to  fuch  a  length,  as  to  fuppofe  that  the 
.  forgers  were  fo  artful  as  to  throw  in  this  circum- 
ftance,  {i^  order  to  preferve  the  appearance  of  ge- 
nuinenefs,  they  mud  at  lead  allow  that  the  queen's 
enemies,  who  employed  thefe  forgers,  could  not 
be  ignorant  of  the  defign  and  meaning  of  thefe 
fhort  notes  and  memorandums ;  but  we  find  them 
miftaking  them  fo  far  as  to  imagine  that  they  were 
the  credit  of  the  bearer j  i.  c.  points  concerning 
which  the  queen  had  given  him  verbal  inftrudlions, 
Good.  ii.  152.  This  they  cannot  poffibly  be;  for 
*  the  queen  herfelf  writes  with  fo  much  exaftnefs 
concerning  the  different  points  in  the  memoran- 
dums, that  there  was  no  need  of  giving  any  credit 
or  inftrufUons  tq  the  bearer  concerning  them:  The 
jnemorandums  are  i^deed  the  contents  of  fhe  letter. 
5.  Mary,  mentioning  her  convcrfaiion  with  th? 
king,  about  the  affair  of  Mynto,  Hiegait,  &c.  fays, 
*'  The  morne,  [i.  e.  to-morrow,]  I  will  fpeik  to 
him  upon  that  point  j'*  and  then  adds,  "  As  to  the 
.  reft  of  Willie  Hiegait's,  he  confeilit  it ;  but  it  wa^ 
the  morne  [j.  e.  the  morning]  after  my  coming  or 
he  did  it.**  Good.  ii.  9.  This  addition,  which 
could  not  have  been  made  till  after  the  converfa* 
tion  happened,  feepis  either  to  have  been  infcrted 
\>y  the  queen  into  the  body  of  the  letter,  or,  per? 
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haps,  ihe  having  writteii  it  on  the  mat^ib,  it  vm 
taken  thence  into  the  text.  If  we  fuppofe  the  kt^* 
tcr  to  be  a  real  one,  and  written  at  different  times, 
as  it  plainly  bears,  this  circumftance  appears  to  be 
very  natural ;  but  no  reafon  could  have  induced  a 
forger  to  have  ventured  upon  fuch  an  anachronifm,. 
for  which  there  was  no  neceffity.  An  addition 
perfe&Iy  fimilar  to  this  made  to  a  genuine  paper, 
may  be  found,  Good.ii.  282* 

But,  on  the  other  hand,  Mary  herfelf,  and  the 
advocates  for  her  inilocence,  have  contended,  diat 
thefe  letters  were  forged  by  her  enemies,  on  pur^ 
pofe  to  blaft  her  reputation,  and  to  juftify  their 
own  rebellion.  It  is  not  neceffary  to  take  notice  of 
die  arguments  which  were  produced,  in  her  own 
age,  in  fupport  of  this  opinion ;  the  obfervations 
v^hich  we  have  already  made,  contain  a  full  reply 
to  them«  An  author,  who  has  inquired  into  the 
affairs  of  that  period  with  great  induftry,  and  who 
has  acquired  much  knowledge  of  them,  has  pub^ 
lifted  (as  he  aflirms)  a  demonftration  of  the  for* 
gery  of  Mary's  letters.  This  demonftration  he 
founds  upon  evidence  both  internal  and  external. 
With  regard  to  the  former,  he  obfcrves,  that  the 
French  copy  of  the  queen's  letters  is  plainly  a 
tranilation  of  Buchanan's  Latin  copy ;  which  Latia 
copy  is  only^  a  tranilation  of  the  Scottiih  copy ; 
and,  by  confequence,  the  affertion  of  the  queen's 
enemies,  that  fhe  wrote  them  originally  in  French, 
is  altogether  groundlefs,  and  the  whole  letters  are 
grofs  forgerieSt  He  accounts  for  this  ftrange  fucr 
ceffion  of  tranflationsj  by  fuppofing  that  when  the 
forgery  was  projefted^  no  pcrfon  could  be  found 
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eapaUe  of  writing  originally  in  the  French  language 
letters  which  would  pafs  for  the  queen's  ;  for  that 
reafon  they  were  firll  compofed  in  Scottiih;  but 
unluckily  the  French  interpreter,  as  he  conjeftures, 
did  not  underiland  that  language ;  and  therefore 
Buchanan  tranflated  them  into  Latin,  and  from  his 
^  Latin  they  were  rendered  into  French.  Good.  i. 
79,  80. 

It  is  hardly  neceflary  to  obfervc,  that  no  proof 
whatever  is  produced  of  any  of  thefe  fuppofitions. 
The  manners  of  the  Scots,  in  that  age,  when*  almoft 
every  man  of  rank  fpent  a  part  of  his  youth  in 
France,  and  the  intercoufe  between  the  two  na- 
tiofts  was  great,  render  it  altogether  improbable 
that  fo  many  complicated  operations  {ho^ild  be 
neceflary  in  order  to  procure  a  few  letters  to  be 
written  in  the  French  language. 

But  without  Infixing  farther  on  this,  we  may 
obferve,  that  all  this  author's  premifes  may  be 
granted,  and  yet  his  condufion  will  not, follow,  un- 
lefs  he  lil^ewife  prove  that  the  French  letters,  as 
we  now  have  them,  are  a  true  copy  of  thofe  which 
were  producd  by  Murray  and  his  party  in  the 
Scottiih  parliament,  and  at  York  and  Weftmm- 
fier.  But  this  he  has  not  attempted  ;  and  if  we  at- 
tend to  the  hiftory  of  the  letters,  fuch  an  attempt, 
it  is  obvious,  muft  have  been  unfuccefsful.  The 
letters  were  firft  publifiied  at  <he  end  of  Bucha- 
nan's Deteffim.  The  firfl  edition  of  this  treatife 
was  in  Latin,  in  which  language  three  of  the 
queen's  letters  were  fubjoincd  to  it;  this  Latin 
icdition  was  printed  A.  D.  1571.  Soon  after,  a 
Scottiih  tr^/Iation  of  it  was  publiihed,  and  af  the 
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end  of  it  were  printed,  likewife  in  Scottifli,  the 
three  letters  which  had  formerly  appeared  in  La* 
tin,  and  five  other  letters  in  Scottifh,  which  were 
nofrf  n  the  Latin  editiom  Next  appelared  a  French 
tranflation  of  the  Detedion,  and  of  feven  of  the 
letters ;  this  bears  to  have  been  printed  at  Edin- 
burgh  by  Thomas  Waltem,  1572.  The  name  of 
the  place,  as  well  as  the  printer,  is  allowed  by  all 
parties  to  be  a  manifeft  impofture.  Our  author^ 
from  obferving  the  day  of  the  month,  from  .which 
the  printing  is  faid  to  have  been  finifhed,  has  at 
ferted  that  this  edition  was  printed  at  London; 
but  no  flrefs  can  be  laid  upon  a  date  found  in 
a  book,  where  every  other  circumftance  with  re-r 
gard  to  the  printing  is  allowed  to  be  falfe.  Blacks 
wood,  who  (next  to  Lefly)  was  the  bed  informed 
of  all  Mary's  advocates  in  that  age,  affirms,  that 
the  French  edition  of  the  Detedion  was  pubii(hed 
in  France:  "  li  [Buchanan]  a  depuis  adjouftc  a 
cefte  declamation  un  petit  libelle  du  pretendu  ma- 
nage du*  due  de  Norfolk,  et  de  la  fa9on  de  foa 
proces,  et  la  tout  envoy ^  aux  freres  a  la  Rochelle^ 
lefquels'voyants  qu'il  pouvoit  fervir  a  la  caufe,  Tont 
traduit  en  Francois,  et  iceluy  fut  imprimee  a  Edin- 
bourg,  c'eft  a  dire'  a  la  Rochelle,  par  Thomas 
Waltem,  nom  apofte  et  fait  a  plaifir.  Martyre  de 
Marie,  Jebb,  ii.  256.'*  The  author  of  the  Inno- 
cence de  Marie  goes  farther,  and  names  the  French 
traaflator  of  the  Detedion*  "  Et  icelui  premiere- 
ment  compofe  (comme  il  femble)  par  George  Bu- 
chanan Efcoflbys,  et  depuis  traduit  en  langue  Fran- 
9oife  par  un  Hugonot,  Poitevin  (advocat  de  vo* 
cation)  Camuz,  foy  dlfaut  geniilhomme,  et  un  de 
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plus  remarquez  fediteuz  de  France.  Jebb,  i.  425. 
443."  The  concurring  teftimony  of  twa  contem- 
porary authors,  whofe  refidence  in  France  affoMed 
them  fufficient  means  of  information,  mufl  out- 
weigh a  flight  conjecture*  The  French  tranflator 
does  not  pretend  to  publifh  the  original  French 
letters  as  written  by  the  queen  herfelf ;  he  exprefsly 
declares  that  he  tranilated  them  ^om  the  Latin* 
Goodv  i.  1 03.  Had  our  author  attended  to  all  thefe 
circumdances,  he  might  have  faved  himfelf  the  la- 
bour of  fo  many  crfticifms  to  prove  that  the  prefcnt 
French  copy  of  the  letters  is  a  tranflation  from  the 
Latin.  The  French  editor  himfelf  acknowledges  it, 
and,  fo  far  as  I  know,  no  perfon  ever  denied  it. 

We  may  obferve  that  the  French  tranflator  was 
fo,  ignorant,  as  to  affirm  that  Mary  had  written 
thefe  letters,  partly  in  French,  partly  in  Scottifli, 
Good.  i.  103.  Had  this  tranflation  been  publiflied 
at  London  by  Cecil,  or  had  it  been  made  by  his 
dire£tion,  fo  grofs  an  error  Would  not  have  been 
admitted  into  it.  This  error,  however,  was  owing 
to  an  odd  circumftance.  In  the  Scottiib  tranflation 
of  the  Detedtion,  two  or  three  fentenccs  of  the  ori- 
ginal French  were  prefixed  to  each  letter,  which 
breaking  off  with  an  &c.  the  Scottifh  tranflation 
of  the  whole  letter  followed,  '^^'his  method  of 
printing  tranflations  was  not  uncommon  in  that 
age.  The  French  editor  obferving  this,  fooliftily 
concluded  that  the  letters  had  been  written  partly 
in  French,  partly  in  Scottifh. 

If  we  carefully  confider  thofe  few  French  fen- 
tences  of  each  letter,  which  ftill  remain,  and  apply 
lo  them  that  fpecies  of  criticifm,  by  which  our 
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author  has  examioed  the  whole,  a  clear  proof  wiU 
arife,  that  there  was  a  French  copy  not  tranflated 
from  the  Latin,  but  which  was  itfelf  the  original 
bam  which  both  the  Latin  and  Scottifli  have  been 
tranflated.  This  minute  criticifm  mud  neceflfarily 
be  difagreeable  to  many  readers ;  but  luckily  a  few 
fentences  only  are  to  be  examined,  which  will  ren* 
der  it  extremely  (hort.  ^ 

In  the  firft  letter,  the  French  fentence  prefixed 
to  it  ends  with  thefe  words,  yfaifoit  bon.   It  is  plain 
this  expreilion,  veu  ce  que  pent  un  corps  fans  cmur^ 
is  by  no  means  a  tranflation  of  cum  plane  perinde 
ajfem  atque  corpus  Jine  cord^     The  whole  fentence 
has  a  fpirit  and  elegance  in  the  French,  which  nei- 
ther the  Latin  nor  Scottifh  have  retained.    Jufques 
a  la  dinee  is  not  a  tranflation  of  iofto  prandii  tem^ 
pore;   the  Scottilh"  tranflation,  qubile  denner^timey 
expreffes  the  fenfe  of  the  French  more  properly ; 
for  anciently  qubile  fignified  until  as  well  as  during. 
Je  rCaj  pas  tenu  grand  propos  is  not  juftly  renderal 
neque  confulerim/ermonem  cum  quoquam;  the  phrafe 
ufed  in'  the  French  copy  is  one  peculiar  to  that 
language,  and  gives  a  more  probable  account  of 
her  behaviour  than  the  other,     yugeant  bien  qti^il 
ff'r  faifoit  bon  is  not  a  tranflation  of  ut  qui  judical 
rent  id  non  ejfe  ex  ufu.    The  French  fentence  pre- 
fixed  to  lett.  2«  ends  with  apprendre.     It  is  evident 
that  both  the  Latin  and  Scottifli  tranflations  have 
onutted  ajtogether  thefe  words,  et  toutefois  je  ne 
puis  apprendre.    The  French  fentence  prefixed  to 
lett.  3.  .ends  \nth  pre/enter.     J* aye  veille  plus  tard 
la  taut  is  plainly  no  tranflation  of  diutius  illic  mo*         ^ 
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rata  fum;  the  fcnfe  of  the  French  is  better  ex* 
preflfed  by  the  Scottifli,  /  have  walkit  later  there  up. 
Again,  Pour  excufer  vojlre  affaire  is  very  different 
from  nd  excufandam  nojira  ncgotta.  The  five  re- 
maining letters  never  appeared  in  Latin ;  nor  is 
there  any  proof  of  then*  being  ever  tranflated  into 
that  language.  Four  of  them,  however,  are  pub- 
liflied  in  French.  This  entirely  overturns  our  au- 
thor's hypothefis  concenciing  the  neceffity  of  a  tranf- 
lation  into  Latin. 

In  the  Scotti(h  edition  of  the  Deteftion,  the 
whole  fonnet  is  printed  in  French  as  well  as  in 
Scottifli.  It  is  not  p^flible  to  believe  that  this 
Scottifli  copy  could  be  the  original  from  which 
the  French  was  tranflated.  The  French  confifts 
of  verfes  which  hath  both  meafure  and  rhyme,  and 
which,  in  many  places,  are  far  from  being  inele- 
gant. The  Scottifli  confifts  of  an  equal  number  of 
lines,  but  without  meafure  or  rhyme.  Now  no 
man  could  ever  think  of  a  thing  fo  abfurd  and  im- 
pradicable,,  as  to  require  one  to  tranflate  a  certain 
given  number  of  lines  in  profe,  into  an  equal 
number  of  verfes,  where  both  meafure  and  rhyme 
Were  to  be  obferved.  The  Scottifli,  on  the 
contrary,  appears  manifefl:ly  to  be  a  tranfiation 
of  the  French;  the  phrafes,  the  idioms,  and 
many  of  the  words  are  French,  and  not  Scottifli. 
Pefides,  the  Scottifli  tranflator  has,  m  feveral  in^ 
fiances,  miftaken  the  fenfe  of  the  French,  and  in 
many  more  expreffes  the  fenfe  ^imperfeftly.  Had 
the  fonnet  been  forged,  this  couM  not  have  hap. 
p^ne^t    The  direftors  of  the  fr^ud  lyould  have 
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uoderftood  thcur  own  work.  I  ihall  fatisfy'  myfelf 
with  one  example,  in  which  there  is  a  proof  of  both 
my  aifcrtioDs.    Stanza  viis*  ver.  9. 

yPour  luy  j'attendz  toute  bonne  fortune. 
Pour  luy  je  veux  garder  fante  et  vie. 
Pour  luy  tout  vertu  de  fuivre  j*ay  envie. 

For  him  I  aittend  all  good  fortune. 
For  hint  1  will  conferve  hqjthe  and  lyfe. 
For  him  1  defire  to  enfue  courage. 

Attend  in  the  firfl  line  is  not  a  Scottiih,  but  a 
French  phrafe ;  the  two  other  lines  do  not  exprefs 
the  fenfe  of  the  French,  and  the  laft  is  abfolute 
nonfenfe. 

The  eighth  letter  was  never  tranflated  into 
French.  It  contains  much  refined,  myfticifm  about 
devices^  a  folly  of  that  age,  of  which  Mary  was 
very  fond,  as  appears  from  /feyeral  other  circum- 
ftances,  particularly  from  a  lett^er  concerning  im^^ 
f re/as  by  Drummond  of  Hawthornden.  If  Mar}^'s 
adverfaries  forged  her  letters,  they  were  certainly- 
employed  very  idly  when  they  produced  this. 

From  tbefe  obfervations  it  feems  to  be  evident 
that  there  was'  a  French  copy  of  Mary's  letters^ 
of  which  the  Latin  and  Scottifh  v^re  only  tranf- 
latioDs.  Nothing  now  remains  of  this  copy  but^ 
thofe  few  fentences  which  are  prefixed  to  the  Scot* 
ti(h  tranflation.  The  French  editor  laid  hold  oj^ 
thefe  fentences,  and  tacked  his  own  tranilation  ta 
them,  which,  fo  far  as  it  is  his  work,  is  a  fervil^ 
and  a  very  wretched  tranilation  of  Buchanan's 

Latin ; 


Digitized  by 


Google 


«54-  DISSERTATION'  OK 

Latin }  whereas,  in  thofe  introduftorjf  fentcnces,  we 
have  difcovered  ftrong  marks  of  their  being  origi- 
nals, and  certain  proofs  that  they  are  not  tranflated 
from  the  Latin. 

It  is  apparent,  too,  from  comparing  the  Latin 
and  Scottifli  tranflations  with  thefe  fentences,  that 
the  Scottifli  tranflator  has  more  perfeAly  attained 
the  fenfe  and  fpirit  of  the  French  than  the  Latin. 
And  as  it  appears,  that  the  letters  were  very  early 
tranflated  into  Scottifli,  Good^  h*  76.,  it  is  pr6bable 
.  that  Buchanan  made  his  tranflation,  not  from  the 
French,  but  from  the  Scottifli  copy.  Were  it  ne- 
ceflary,  feveral  critical  proofs  of  this  might  be 
produced.  One  that  has  been  already  mentioned 
feems  decifive.  Diutius  illic  moraia  fum  bears  not 
the  leaft  refemblance  to  fay  veille  plus  tard  la  haut;  | 
but  if,  infl:ead  of  /  walkit  [i.  e.' watched]  latter 
there  up^  we  fuppofe  that  Buchanan  read  /  tvaitiU 
&c.  this  mifliake,  into  which  he*  might*  fo  eafily 
have  fallen,  accounts  for  the  error  in  his  tranflation* 

These  criticifms,  however  minute,  appear  to 
be  well  founded.  But  whatever  opinion  may  be 
formed  concerning  them,  the  other  arguments, 
with  regard  to  the  internal  evidence,  rgnain  in  full 
force, 

Thb  external  proofs  of  the  forgery  of  the  queen's 
letters,  which  ouriauthor  has  produced,  appear  at 
firfl:  fight  to  be  fpecious,  but  are  not  more  folid 
Aan  that  which  we  have  already  examined.  Thefe 
proofs  maybe  claflTed  under  two  heads^  i*  The 
OToneous  and  contradiftory  accounts  whfch  are 
£ud  to  be  given  of  the  letters,  upon  the  firft  judi- 
■  -  :  cial 


Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


K,   HENRY'S   murder;  kc.  ^55 

dal  pfododion  of  them.  In  the  fecret  couhcH 
held  Decern.  4.  1567,  they  are  defcribed  **  as  her 
privie  letters  written  and  fubfcrivit  with  her  awiii 
h^d/'  Ha3rnes,  454.  Good.  ii.  64.  In  the  ad  of 
parliament,  pafled  on  the  15th  of  the  fame  month, 
they  are  ddcribed  as  ^'  her  privie  letters  writtin  ' 
halelie  with  her  awin  hand/'  Good*  ib.  6y.  This 
diverfiity  of  defcription  has  been  confidered  as  a 
ftrong  prefumptkm  of  forgery.  The  manner  in 
which  Mr,  Hume  accounts  for  this  is  natural  and 
plaufible,  vol.  v.  p.  498.  And  feveral  ingenious 
remarks,  tending  to  confirm  his  obfervations,  are 
made  m  a  pamphlet  lately  publifhed,  entitled,  Mif^ 
cellaneotts  Remarks  an  the  Enquiry  into  the  Evidenci 
aiainji  Mary  ^ueen  of  Scots.  To  what  they  have 
obferved  it  may  be  added,  that  the  original  ad  of 
fecret  council  does  not  now  exift ;  we  have  only  a 
copy  of  it  found  among  Cecil's  papers,  and  the 
tranfcriber  has  been  manifeftly  fo  ignorant,  or  fo 
carelefs,  that  an  argument  founded  entirely  upon 
the  fuppofition  of  his  accuracy  is^  of  little  force. 
Several  errors  into  which  he  has  fallen,  we  are  en- 
abled to  point  out,  by  comparing  his  copy  of  the 
a&  of  feci^  council  with  the  a£i:  of  parliament 
pafled  in  confequence  b£  it.  The  former  contains 
a  petition  to  parliament ;  in  the  latter  the  real  pe- 
tition is  refumed  verbatim^  and  converted  into  a 
Uw.  In  the  copy,  the  queen's  marriage  with 
fiothwell  is  called  "  a  priveit  marriage,"  which  it 
certainly  was  not ;  for  it  was  celebrated,  after  pro« 
clamadon  of  banns,  in  St.  Giles's  church  three  fe« 
veral  days,  and  with  public  folemnity ;  but  in  the 
aft  it  is  denominated  **  ane  pretendit  marriage,*' 

which 


Digitized  by 


Google 


«5«  DISSERTATION  ON 

VrUch  is  the  prppcrdefcription  of  it,  according  io 
the  ideas  of  the  party.  ,  to  the  copy,  the  qufeen  is 
faid  to  be  '^  fo  tbralt  and  bludy  affe&ionat  to  the 
privat  appetite  of  that  tyran,"  which  is  noxifenfe,  but 
in  the  afl;  it  is  '^  blindly  aflfeflionat."  to  the  copy 
it  ia  faid,  '*  all  nobill  and  virtuous  raea  abhorring 
their  traine  and  coinpany/*  In  the  aS,  *^  their 
tyrannie  and  conipanie,'*  which  is  evidently  the  true 
reading,  m  the  other  has  either  no  meaning,  or  is  a 
mere  tautology.  2.  The  other  proof  of  the  forgery 
of  the  lettei^,  is  founded  upon  the  impoflibility  of 
reconciling  the  account,  given  of  the  time  when, 
and  the  places  from  which,  the  letters  are  foppofed 
tQ  have  been  written,  with  what  is  certainly  known 
concerning  the  queen's  motions.  According  to 
the  paper  publifhed,  Anderf*  ii«  269.  which  has 
been  called  Murray's  Diary,  and  which  is  formed 
upon  the  authority  of  the  letters,.  Mary  fet  out 
from  Edinburgh  to  Glafgow,  Janliary  21,  1567; 
fhe  arrived  there  on  the  23d;  left  that  place  on 
the  27th  ;  Ihe,  together  with  th«  king,  reached 
Linlithgow  on  the  2Sth,  flayed  in  that  town  only 
one  night,  and  returned  to  Edinburgh  before  the 
end  of  the  month.  But,  according  to  Mr.  Goodall, 
the  queen  did  not  leave  Edinburgh  until  Friday 
January  24th ;  as  Ihe  flayed  a  night  at  Cailendar, 
fhe  could  not  reach  Glafgow  fooner  than  the  cyen- 
ing  of  Saturday  the  25th,  and  fhe  returned  to  Lin- 
Ethgow  on  Tuefday  the  28th.  By  confequence, 
the  firft  letter,  which  fuppofes  the  queen  to  have 
been  at  leaft  four  days  in  Glafgow,  as  well  as  the 
fecond  letter,  which  bears  date  at  Glafgow,  Satur^ 
day  mornings  whereas  fhe.  did  not  arrive  there  until 
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the  evening,  muft  be  forgeries.  That  the  queen 
did  not  fet  out  from  Edinburgh  fooner  than  the 
24th  of  January,  is  evident  (as  he  contends)  from 
the  public  records,  which  contain  a  Precept  of  a 
confirmation  of  a  life-rent  by  James  Boyd  to  Mar* 
garet  Chalmers,  granted  by  the  queen,  on  the  24th 
of  January,  at  Edinburgh  ;  and  likewife  a  letter  of 
the  queen's,  dated  at  Edinburgh  on  the  fame  day, 
appointing  James  Inglis  taylor  to  tha»  prince  her 
fon.  That  the  king  and  queen  had  returned  to 
Linlithgow  on  the  28th,  appears  from  a  deed,  in 
which  they  appoint  Andrew  Ferrier  keeper  of  their 
palace  there,  dated  at  Linlithgow,  Januai-y  28, 
Good.i.  J 1 8. 

This  has  been  reprefented  to  be  not  only  a  con- 
vincing,  but  a  legal  proof  of  the  forgery  of  the  let- 
ters faid  to  be  written  by  Mary ;  but  how  fer  it 
falls  fhort  of  this,  will  appear  from  the  following 
confiderations ; 

I.  It  is  evident  from  a  declaration  or  confef- 
fion  made  by  the  biftiop  of  Rofs,  that  before  the 
conferences  at  York,  which  were  opened  in  the 
beginning  of  Odober  1568,  Mary  had,  by  an  ar- 
tifice of  Maitland's,  got  into  her  hands  a  copy  of 
thofe  letters  which  her  fubjefts  accufed  her  of  hav- 
ing written  to  Bothwell.  Brown's  Trial  of  the 
Duke  of  Norfolk,  31.  36.  It  is  highly  probable  , 
that  the  bilhop  of  Rofs  had  feen  the  letters  before 
he  wrote  the  defence  of  queen  Mary*s  honour  in 
the  year  1570.  They  were  publiflied  to  all  the 
world,  together  with  Buchanan's  Detedion,  A.  D. 
1571.  Now,  if  they  had  contained  an  error  fo 
pfs,  and,  at  that  time,  fo  obvious  to  difcovery. 
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as  the  fuppofing  the  queen  to  have  paffed  feveral 
days  at  Glafgow,  while  ihe  was  really  at  Edin^ 
burgh ;  had  they  contained  a  letter  dated  at  Glaf* 
gow  Saturday  morning,  though  (he  did  not  arrive 
there. till  the  evening ;  is  it  poffible  that  fhe  her* 
felf,  who  knew  her  own  motions,  or  the  able  and 
zealous  advocates  who  appeared  for  her  in  that 
?ige,  fhould  not  have  publifhed  and  expofed  this 
contradidion,  and,  by  fo  doing,  have  blafted  at 
once  the  credit  of  fuch  an  impolture  ?  In  difqui- 
iitions  which  are  naturally  abftrufe  and  intricate, 
the  ingenuity  of  the  lateft  author  may  difcover 
many  things  which  have  efcaped  the  attention,  or 
baffled  the  fagacity,  of  thofe  who  have  formerly 
confidered  the  fame  fubjeft.  But  when  a  matter 
of  fad  lay  fo  obvious  to  view,  this  circumftance  of 
its  being  unobferved  by  the  queen  herfelf,  or  by 
any  of  her  adherents,  is  almoft  a  demonftration 
that  there  is  fome  miftake  or  fallacy  in  our  author's 
arguments.  So  far  are  any,  either  of  our  hifto^ 
rians,  or  of  Mary^s  defenders,  from  calling  in  quef- 
tion  the  common  account  concerning  the  time 
of  the  queen's  fetting  out  to  Glafgow,  and  her  re- 
turning from  it,  that  there  is  not  the  lead  appear- 
ance of  any  difference  among  them  with  regard  to 
this  point.     But  farther, 

2.  Those  papers  in  the  public  records,  on 
which  our  author  refts  the  proof  of  his  affertion 
concerning  the  queen's  motions,  are  not  the  origi- 
nals fubfcribed  by  the  queen,  but  copies  only,  or 
tranflations  of  copies  of  thofe  originals.  It  is  not 
neceffary,  nor  would  it  be  very  eafy,  to  render  this 
intelligible  tp  perfoiis  unacquainted  wiiii  the  forms 
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of  law  in  Scotland ;  but  every  Scotfman  converfant  - 
in  bufinefs  will  underftand  me  when  I  fay  that  the 
precept  of  confirmation  of  the  life-rent  to  Boyd  is 
only  a  Latin  copy  or  note  of  a  precept,  which  was 
fealed  with  the  privy  feal,  on  a  warrant  from  the 
fignetoffice,  proceeding  on  a  fignature  which  bore 
date  at  Edinburgh  the  24th  of  January ;  and  that 
the  deed  in  favour  of  James  Inglis  is  the  copy  of 
a  letter,  fealed  with  the  privy  feal,  proceeding  on 
a  fignature  which  bore  date  at  Edinburgh  January 
24,  From  all  this  we  may  argue  with  fome  degree 
of  reafon,  that  a  proof  founded  on  papers  which 
are  fo  many  removes  diftant  from  the  originals, 
cannot  but  be  very  lame  and  uncertain. 

3.  At  that  time  all  public  papers  were  iffued  in 
the  name  both  of  the  king  and  queen ;  by  law,  the 
king's  fubfcription  was  no  lefs  requifite  to  any 
paper  than  the  queen's ;  and  therefore,  unlefs  the 
original  fignatures  be  produced,  in  order  to  afcer- 
tain  the  particular  day  when  each  of  them  figned, 
or  to  prove  that  it  was  figned  only  by  one  of  them, 
the  legal  proof  arifing  from  thefe  papers  would  be, 
that  both  the  king  and  queen  figned  them  at  Edin- 
burgh  on  the  24th  of  January. 

4.  The  dates  of  the  warrants  or  precepts  iffued 
by  the  fovereign  in  that  age,  feem  to  have  been 
m  a  great  mcafure  arbitrary,  and  affixed  at  the 
pleafure  of  the  writer ;  and  of  confequence,  thefe 
dates  were  feldom  accurate,  are  often  falfe,  and 
can  never  be  relied  upon.  This  abufe  became  fo 
frequent,  and  was  found  to  be  fo  pernicious,  that 
an  aft  of  parliament,  A.D.  1592,  declared  the  fix.* 
ing  a  falfe  date  to  a  fignature  to  be  high  treafon» 
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5.  There  ftill  remain,  in  the  public  records,  a 
great  number  of  papers,  which  prove  the  neceffity 
of  this  law,  as  well  as  the  fallacy  of  our  author's 
arguments.  And  though  it  be  no  eafy  matter,  at 
the  diftance  of  two  centuries,  to  prove  any  particu- 
lar date  to  be  falfe,  yet  furprifmg  inftances  of  this 
kind  ihall  be  produced.  Nothing  is  more  certain 
from  hiftory,  than  that  the  king  was  at  Glafgow 
fl4th  January  1567 ;  and  yet  the  record  of  figna- 
tures  from  1565  to  1582,  fol.  i6th,  contains  the 
copy  of  a  fignature  to  Archibald  Edmonfton,  faid 
to  have  been  fubfcribed  by  our  f over eigns^  i.  e.  the 
king  and  queen,  at  Edinburgh,  January  24,  1567 ; 
fo  that  if  we  were  to  rely  implicitly  upon  the  dates 
in  the  records  of  that  age,  or  t6  hold  our  author's 
argument  to  be  good,  it  would  prove  that  not  only 
the  queen,  but  the  king  too,  was  at  Edinburgh  on 
the  24th  of  January. 

It  appears  from  an  original  letter  of  the  bifliop 
of  Rofs,  that  on  the  25th  of  Oftober  1566,  Mary 
lay  at  the  point  of  death ;  Keith,  App.  134;  and 
yet  a  deed  is  to  be  found  in  the  public  records, 
which  bears  that  it  was  iigned  by  the  queen  that 
day.     Privy  feal,  lib.  35.  fol.  89.     Ouchterlony^. 

BoTHWELL,  feized  the  queen  as  (he  returned  from 
Stirling,  April  24th,  1567,  and  (according  to  her 
own  account)  condu&ed  her  to  Dunbar  with  all 

*  N.  B.  In  fome  of  the  early  editions  of  this  DiiTertation, 
another  inftance  of  the  fame  nature  with  thofe  which  go 
l>efore  and  follow  was  mentioned  $  but  that,  as  has  flnce  been 
difcovered,  was  founded  on  a  miftake  of  the  perfon  employ- 
ed to  fearch  the  reeords,  and  is  therefore  omitted  in  this  edi- 
tion. The  reafoning,  however,  in  the  Diflertation,  ftands  ftill 
\a  ioxot^  notwithftanding  thi^  omiffion. 
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ffiligience.  And.  i.  95.  But  our  author,  relying 
on  the  dates  of  fomc  papers  which  he  found  in  the 
records,  fuppofes  that  Bothwell  allowed  her  to  flop 
at  Edinburgh,  and  to  tranfad  bufinefs  there.  No- 
thing can  be  more  improbable  than  this  fuppofi- 
tion.  We  may  therefore  rank  the  date  of  the  deed 
to  Wright^  Privy  feal,  lib.  36.  fpl.  43.  and  which 
is  mentioned  by  our  author^  vol*  i.  1 24.  among  the 
inftances  of  the  falfe  dates  of  papers  which  were  iffiied 
in  the  ordinary  courfe  of  bufinefs  in  that  age.  Our 
author  has  miftaken  the  date  of  the  other  paper  to 
Forbes,  ibid,  it  is  figned  April  14th,  not  April  24th., 
If  there  be  any  point  agreed  upon  in  Mary's 
hiftory,  it  is,  that  flic  remained  at  Dunbar  from 
the  time  that  Bothwell  carried  her  thither,  till 
(he  returned  to  Edinburgh  along  with  him  in  the 
beginning  of  May.  Our  author  himfelf  allows 
that  flie  refided  twelve  days  there j  vol.  i.  36.7# 
Now  though  there  are  deeds  in  the  records  which 
bear  that  they  were  figned  by  the  queen  at  Dun- 
bar during  that  time,  yet  there  are  others  which 
bear  that  they  were  figned  at  Edinburgh ;  e.  g« 
there  is  ohe  at  Edinburgh,  April  27th,  Privy  feal, 
lib.  36.  foL  97.  There  are  others  faid  to  be  figned 
at  Dunbar  on  that  day.  Lib.  31.  Chart.  No.  ^24* 
526.  lb.  Kb.  32.  No.  154.  1^7.  There  are  fome 
figned  at  Duiibar  April  28th.  Others  at  Edin- 
burgh April  30th,  lib.  3a.  Chart.  No.  492. 
Others  at  Dunbar  May  ift.  Id.  ibid.  No.  158. 
Thefe  diflferent  charters  fuppofe  the  queen  to 
have  made  fo  maily  unknown,  improbable,  and  ^ 

inconliftent  journeys,  that  they  aflFord  the  clearefl: 
demonftration  that  the  dates  in  thefe  records  ought 
&ot  to  be  depended  on* 
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This  becomes  more  evident  from  the  date  of 
the  charter  faid  to  be  figtied ,  April  27th,  which 
happened  that  year  to  be  a  Sunday,  which  was  not, 
at  that  time,  a  day  of  bufmefs  in  Scotland,  as  ap- 
pears  from  the  books  oi  federunt^  then  kept  by 
the  lords  of  feflion. 

From  this  Ihort  review  of  our  author's  proof 
of  the  forgery  of  the  letters  to  Bothwell,  it  is  evi- 
dent that  his  arguments  are  far  from  amounting  to 
demonftration  *. 

•  Th€  uncertainty  of  any  conclufion  formed  merely  on 
the  date  of  public  papers  in  that  age,  efpecially  with  rc- 
fpeft  to  the  king,  is  confirmed  and  illuftrated  by  a  difcovery 
which  was  made  lately.  Mr.  Davidfon  (to  whom  I  was 
indebted  for  much  information  when  I  compofed  this 
Differtation  thirty-three  years  vago)  has,  in  the  courfe  of 
his  intelligent  refearches  into  the  antiquities  of  his  country, 
found  an  original  paper  which  muft  appear  curious  to  Scot- 
ti{h  antiquaries.  Buchanan  afferts,  that  on  account  of  the 
king's  frequent  abfence,  occafioncd  by  his  difiipatiofi  and 
love  of  field  fports,  a  cachette^  or  ftamp  cut  in  metal,  was 
made,  with  which  his  name  was  affixed  to  public  deeds,  as 
if  he  had  been  prefent.  Hift.  lib.  xvii.  p.  343.  Edit.  Ruddim. 
Knox  relates^the  fame  thing,  Hijl.  p.  393.  How  much 
this  may  have  divefted  the  king  of  the  confequence  which  he 
derived  from  having  his  name  conjoined  with  that  of  the 
queen  in  all  public  deeds,  as  the  affixing  of  his  name  was 
thereby  put  entirely  in  the  power  of  the  perfon  who  had  the 
cuftody  of  the  cacbettet  is  manifeft.  The  keeping  of  it,  as 
both  Buchanan  and  Knox  affirm,  was  committed  to  Rizio. 
A  late  defender  of  queen  Mary  calls  in  queftion  what  they 
rdatey  and  feems  to  confider  it  as  one  of  their  aijperfions. 
Goodall,  vol.  i.  p.  ^38.  The  truth  of  their  aflertion,  how- 
ever, is  now  fully  eftabUflied  by  the  original  deed  which  I 
liaVe  mentioned.  This  I  have  feen  and  examined  with  at- 
tention. It  is  now  lodged  by  Mr.  Davidfon  in  the  fignet* 
office.  In  it,  the  fubfcription  of  the  king's  name  has  evidently 
been  made  by  a  caebetu  with  printers  ink* 
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Another  argument  againft  the  genuinetiefs  of 
thcfc  letters  is  founded  on  the  ftyle  and  compofi- 
tion,  which  arefaid  to  be  altogether  unworthy  of 
the  queen,  and  unlike  her  real  productions.  It  is 
plain,  both  from  the"  great  accuracy  of  compofition 
in  moft  of  Mary*s  letters,  and  even  from  her  foli- 
citude  to  write  them  in  a  fair  hand,  that  (he  valued 
herfelf  on  thofe  accomplifliments,  and  was  defirouS 
of  being  efteemed  an  elegant  writer.  But  when 
file  wrote  at  any  time  in  a  hurry,  then  many  marks 
of  inaccuracy  appear.  A  remarkable  inftance  of 
this  may  be  found  in  a  paper  publiflied  Good.  ii. 
301.  Mary's  letters  to  Bothwell  "were  written  in 
the  utmoft  hurry ;  and  yet  under  all  the  difadvan* 
tages  of  a  tranflation,  they  are  not  deftitute  either 
of  fpirit  or  of  energy.  The  manner  in  which  fhe 
expreffes  her  love  to  Bothwell  has  been  pronounced 
indecent  and  even  (hocking.  But  Mary's  tempef 
led  her  to  warm  expreffions  of  her  regard ;  thofe 
refinements  of  delicacy,  which  now  appear  in  all 
the  commerce  between  thefexes,  were,  in  that  age, 
but  little  known,  even  among  perfons  of  the  highefl: 
rank.  Among  the  earl  of  Hardwkke'^  papers, 
there  is  a  feries  of  letters,  from  Mary  to  the  duke 
of  Norfolk,  copied  from  the  Harleian  library, 
p.  37.  b.  9.  fol.  88.  in  which  Mary  declares  het 
love  to  that  nobleman  in  language  which  would  now 
be  reckoned  extremely  indelicate }  Hard.  State 
Papers,  i.  1 89,  &c. 

Some  of  Mary's  letters  to  Bothwell  were  written 

before  the  murder  of  her  huflband  5  fome  of  them 

after  that  event,  and  before  her  marriage  to  Both* 

.  wtU.    Thofe  which  are  prior  to  the  death  of  her 
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hufband  abound  with  the  fondcft  expreffions  of  hef 
love  to  Bothwell,  and  excite  fomething  more  than 
a  fufpicion  that  their  familiarity  had  been  extremely 
criminal.     We  find  in  them,  too,  fome  dark  ex- 
preffions, which  her  enemies  employed  to   proYC 
that  fhe  was  no  ftranger  to  the  fchemes  which  were 
formed  againft  her  hufband's  life.    Of  this  kind  are 
the  following  paffages :  "  Alace !  I  never  diffavit 
ony  body  ;  but  I  remit  me  altogidder  to  zour  will. 
Send  me  advertifement  quhat  I  fall  do,  and  quhat- 
faever  thing  come  thereof,  I  fall  obey  zow.     Ad- 
vife  to  with  zourfelf,  gif  ze  can  find  out  ony  mair 
fecret  inventioun  by  medicine,  for  he  fuld  tak  medi- 
cine and  the  bath  at  Craigmillar."     Good.  ii.  22. 
**  See  not  hir  quhais  fenzeit  teiris  fuld  not  be  fa 
meiklc  praifit  and  eftemit,  as  the  trew  and  faithfull 
travellis  quhilk  I  fuftene  for  to  merit  hir  place.  For 
obtaining  of  the  quhilk,  againis  my  natural,  I  be- 
trayis  thame  that  may  impefche  me.     God  forgive 
me,**  &c.    Ibid.  27.   "1  have  walkit  later  thairup, 
than  I  wald  have  done,  gif  it  had  not  been  to  draw 
fomething  out  of  him,  quhilk  this  berer  will  fchaw 
zow,  quhilk  is  the  faireft  commodity  that  can  be 
offerit  to  excufe  zour  affairs."     Ibid.  32.     From 
the  letters  poflerior  to  the  death  of  her  hufband,  it 
is  evident  that  the  fcheme  of  Bothwell's .  feizing 
Mary  by  force,  and  carrying  her  along  with  him, 
was  contrived  in  concert  with  herfelf,  and  with  her 
approbation  ^ 

With 

'That  letters  of  fo  much  importance  as  tKofe  of  Mary  to 
Bothwell  fhould  have  been  entirely  loft,  appears  to  many  al- 
together unaccountable.  After  being  produced  in  England 
before  Elizabeth's  commiffionersi  tbcj  were  delivered  back 
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With  refpeft  to  the  fonnets,  Sir  David  Dairyttii 
pie  has  proved  clearly,  that  they  mud  have  been 

written 

by  them  to  the  carl  of  Murray.  Good.  ii.  235.  He  fetms  to 
have  kept  them  in  his  pofTeilion  during  life.  After  his  death, 
they  ftll  into  the  hands  of  Lennox  his  fucccffor,  who  reftored 
them  to  the  earl  of  Morton.  Good.  ii.  91.  Though  it  be  not 
necefTarily  connected  with  any  of  the  queilions  which  gave 
[occafion  to  this  Diflertation,  it  may  perhaps  fatisfy  the  cu- 
riofity  of  fome  of  my  readers  to  inform  them,  that,  after  a 
very  diligent  fearch,  \^hich  has  lately  been  made,  no  copy  of 
Mary's  letters  to  Bothwell  can  be  found  in  any  of  the  public 
libraries  in  Great  Britain*  The  only  certain  intelligence 
concerning  them,  fince  the  time  of  their  being  delivered  to 
Morton,  was  communicated  by  the  accurate  Dr.  Birch* 

Extract  of  the  letters  of  Robert  Bowes,  £fq.  ambaiTador 
from  queen  Elizabeth  to  the  king  of  Scotland,  written  to  fir 
Francis  Walfingham,  fecrctary  of  ftate,  from  the  original 
regifter  book  of  Mr.  Bowcs's  letters,  from  15th  of  Auguft 
1582,  to  28t9h  September  15  83,  in  the  polTefiion  of  Chrifto- 
phcr  Hunter,  M.D.  of  Durham.  , 

1582,  8th  November,  from  Edinburgh. 

AlUbit  I  have  been  borne  in  hand.  That  the  coffer  where- 
in were  the  ^originals  of  letters  between  the  Scottifh  queen  and 
the  earl  of  Bothwell,  had  been  delivered  to  fundry  hands^ 
and  thereby  was  at  pr«^nt  wanting,  and  unknown  where  it^ 
rcfted,  yet  I  have  learned  certainly  by  the  prior  of  Plufcar- 
<Iyne'8  meant,  that  both  the  coffer  and  alfo  the  writings  are 
come,  and  now  remain  with  the  carl  of  Gowrie,  who,  I  per- 
ceive, will  be  hardly  in  treated  to  make  delivery  to  her  ma- 
jcfty  according  to  her  majefty's  dcfire. 

This  time  paft  I  have  expended  in  fearching  where  the  cof- 
fer and  writings  were,  wherein,  without  the  help  of  the  prior, 
I  fhould  have  found  great  difficulty ;  now  I  will  eflay  Gowrie^ 
and  of  my  fuccefs  you  (hall  be  (hortly  advertifed. 

1 2th  of  November  1582,  from  Edinburgh. 

Because  I  had  both  learned,  that  the  calket  and  letters 
mentioned  in  my  laft,  before  thcfe  were  come  to  the  poffeffion 
of  the  carl  of  Gowrie^  and  alfo  found  that  no  mean  might  pre- 
vail. 
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Written  after  the  murder  of  the  king,  and  prior  td 
Mary's  marriage  with  Bothwcil.  ,fiut  as  hardly  any 

part 

vail  to  win  the  fame  out  of  his  hands  without  his  own  conient 
iind  privity  ;  in  which  behalf  I   had  employed  fit  inftrumeats, 
that  nevferthelefs  profited  nothing  ;  therefore,   I   attempted  to 
cflay  himfelf,  letting  him  know  that  the  faid  caficct  and  letters 
fhould  have  been  brought  to   her  inaj;.fty   by  the   oiFer  and 
good  means    of   good    friends,   promifing    to   have   delivered 
them  to  her  n^ajeily  before  they  came  into  his  hands  and  cuf* 
tody,  and  knowing  that  he  did  bear  the  hke  affeftion,  and  was 
ready  to   pleafure  her  raajcfty  in  all  things,  and  chiefly  in  this 
that  had  beep    thus  far  tendered  to  her  majefty,  and  which 
thereby  fhould   be   well  accepted   and   with   princely   thanRs 
and  gratuity  be  requited  to  his  comfort  and   contentment ;  I 
fiioved  him  that  they  might  be  a  prefent  to  be  fent  to  her  ma- 
jefty from  him,  and  that  I  might  caufe  the  fame  to  be  convey* 
td  to  her  majefty,  adding  hereunto  fuch  words  and  argumenu 
as  might  both  ftir  up  a  hope  of  liberality,  and  alfo  beft  efted 
the  purpofe.     At  the  firft  he  was  loth  to  agree  that  they  were 
in  his  pofleiiion  ;   but  I  let  him  plainly  know  that  I  was  certain- 
ly informed  that  they  were  delivered  to  him   by  Sanders   Jar- 
din  ;  whereupon  he  preffed  to  know  who  did  fo  inform  me, 
enquiring  whether  the  fons  of  the  earl  of  Morton  had  done  it, 
or  no.     I   did   not   othewife   in  plain    terms   deny  or   anfwer 
thereunto,  but  that  he  might  think  t|||t  he  had  told  me,  as  the 
prior  is  ready  to  avouch,  and  well  pleafed  that  I  Ihall  give  him 
to  be  the  author  thereof;  after  he  had  faid  [though]  all  thefc 
letters  were  in  his  keeping  (which  he  would  neither  grant  nor 
deny)  yet  he  might  not  deliver  them  to  any  perfon  without  the 
confents  and  privities,  as  well  of  the  king,  that  had  intercft 
therein,    as  alfo  of  the  reft  of   the  noblemen  enterprifers   of 
ttie  adion  againft  the  king's  mother,  and  that  would   have 
them  kept  as  an  evidence  to  warrant  and  make  good  that  ac- 
tion.    And  albeit  I  replied,  that  their  adion  in  that  part  touch- 
ing the  ailignation  of  the  crown  to  the  king  by  his  mother,  had 
received  fuch  eftablifhment,  confirmation,  and  ftnength,  by  a6t8 
of  parliament  aqd  other  public   authority  and  inftruments,    as 
neither  (hould  that  cafe  be  fuffered  to  come  in  debate  or  queilion, 
&or  fuch  fcroUs  and  papers  ought  to  be  (hewed  for  the  ilrength- 
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part  of  my  narrative  is  founded  upon  what  is  con- 
tained in  the  fonnets^  and  as  in  this  Differtation  I    * 

have 

■  r — — • • 

eoing  thereof,  fo  as  thefe  might  well  he  left  and  be  rendered 
to  the  hands  of  her  majelly,  to  whom  they  were  deftined  be- 
fore they  fell  in  his  keeping ;  yet  he  would  not  be  removed  , 
or    fatisfied ;    concluding,   after    much ,  reafonings,    that   the 
earl  of  Morton,  nor  any  other  that  had  the  charge  ,and  keep* 
ing  thereof,  durft  at  any  time  make  delivery  ;  and  becaufe  it 
was  the  fird  time  that  I  had  moved  him  therein,  and  that  h« 
would  gladly  both  anfwer  her  majefty's  good  expedlation  in 
him,  and  alfo  perform  his  duty  due  to  his  fovereign  and  ailb* 
dates  in  the  adion  aforefaid ;  therefore  he  woujd  feek  out  the 
faid  cafket  and  letters,  at  his  return  to  his  houfe,  which  he 
thought  fliould  be  within  a  ihort  time ;  and  upon  finding  of 
the  fame,    and   better  advice  and   conlideration    had  of  the 
caufe,  he  would  give  further  anfwer.     This  refolution  I  have 
received  as  to  the  thing  ;  and  for  the  prefent  I  could  not  bet* 
ter,  leaving   him  to    give  her  majefty  fuch   teftimony  of  his 
good  will  towards  her,  by  his   frank  dealing   herein,  .as  (he 
may  have  caufe  to  confirm  her  highneffes  good  opinion  con* 
ceived  already  of  him,  and  be  thereby  drawn  to  greater  good*    ' 
ntfs  towards  him.     I  (hall  ilill  labour  him  both  by  myfelf  aod 
alfo  by  all   other  means;  but  1  greatly  dittruil  the  dcfired 
fuccefi^  herein. 

243th  of  November  1582,  from^Edinburgh, 
For  the  recovery  of  the  letters  in  the  coiFer,  come  to  the 
hands  of  the  earl  of  Gowrie,  I  have  lately  moved  him  cameftlj 
therein,  letting  him  know  the  purpofe  of  the  Scottifti  jcjueen^  '^ 
both  giving  out  that  the  letters  are  counterfeited  by  her  rebels 
and  alfo  feeking  thereon  to  have  them  delivered  to  her  or  de- 
faced, and  that  the  means  which  ihe  will  make  in  this  behalf 
fhall  be  fo  great  and  effedlual^  as  thefe  writings  cannot  be  fafe- 
ly  kept  in  that  realm  without  dangerous  offence  of  him  that 
hath  the  cuftody  thereof,  -neither  {hall  he  that  is  once  known  to 
have  them  be  fuffered  to  hold  them  in  his  hands.  Herewith  t 
have  at  large  opened  the  perils  likely  to  fall  to  that  a61ion,  and 
the  parties  therein,   and  particularly  td   hindelf  that   is  now  * 

openly  known  to  have  the  poffeffion  of  thefe  writings,  and  I 
have  lettin  him  fee  what  furety  it  (hall  bring  to  the  faid  caufe 
and  all  the  parties  therein^  and  to  himfelfi  tliat  thefe  writiifgs 

may 
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have  been  conftrained  to  dwell  longer  upon  minute 
and  verbal  criticifms,    than  njay  be  interefting  of 

agreeable 

may  be  vrith  fecrecy  and  good  order  committed  to  the  keeping 
of  her  majefty,  that  will  have  them  ready  whenfoeyer  any  ufc 
(hall  be  for  them>  and  by  her  highnefles  countenance  defend 
them  and  the  parties  from  fuch  wrongful  objeflions  as,  (hail 
be  laid  againfl  them,  offering  at  length  to  hini>  that  if  he  be 
not  fully  fatisfied  herein,  or  doubt  that   the  red  of  the  aiTot 
ciates  (hall  not  like  of  the  delivery  of  them  to  her  m^efty  in 
this  good  manner,  and  for  the  intereft  rehearfed,  that  I  (hall 
readily,   upon  meeting  and    conference    with   them,    procure 
their  a(rent  in  this  part  (a  matter  more  eafy  to  oiFer  than  to 
perform);   and  laftly,  moving  him  that  (for  the  fecrecy  and 
benefit  of  the  caufe,  and  that  her  majefty 's  good  opinion  to< 
wards  himfelf  may  be  firmly  fettled  and  confirmed  by  his  ac- 
ceptable   fbrwardnefs    herein)    he    would,    without    necdlefi 
fcruple,  frankly  commit  thefe  writings  to  her  majefty's  good 
cuftody  for  the  good  ufcs  received.     After  long  debate  he  re- 
folved,  and  faid,  that  he  would  unfeignedly  (hew  and  do  to 
her  majefty   all  the  pleafure  that   he  might   without  offence 
to  the  king  his  fovcreign,  and  prejudice  to  the   aflTociates  in 
the  a6^ion,  and  therefore  he  would  firft  make  fearch  and  view 
the  faid  letters^  and  herein  take  advice  what  he  might  do,  and 
how  far  he  might  fatisfy  and  content  her  majefty  ;  promifing 
thereon  to  give  more  refolute  anfwer;  >and  he  concluded  flatly, 
that  after  he  had  found  and  feen  the  writings,  that  he  might 
not  make  delivery  of  them  without  the  privity  of  the  king. 
Albeit  I  ftood  along  with  him  again  ft  his  refolution  in  this 
point,  to  acquaint  the  king  with  this  matter  before  the  letters 
were  in  the  hands  of  her  majefty,  letting  him  fee  that  his 
doings  there  (hould  admit  great  danger  to  the  caufe ;  yet  I 
.could  not  remove  him  from  it. .  It  may  be  that  he  meaneth 
to  put  over  the  matter  from  himfelf  to  the  king,  upon  fight 
whereof  I^  (hall  travel  effedually  to  obtain  the  king's  confent, 
that  the  letters  may  be  committed  to  her  majefty's  keeping, 
thinking  it  more  eafy  to  prevail  herein  with  the  king,  in  the 
prefent  love  and  a(Fe6tion   that  he  beareth  to   her  highnefs, 
than  to  win  any  thing  at  the  hands  of  the  a(rociate8  in  the 
a^OHi  whereof  fome  principal  of  them  now  come  and  remain 
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agreeable  to  many  of  my  readers,  I  fliall  reft  fads* 
fied  with  referring,  for  information  concerning  every 
particular  relative  to  the  fonnets,  to  Remarks  m  the 
liyiory  of  Scotland^  Chap,  XI. 

Having  thus  dated  the  proof  on  both  (ides  ; 
having  examined  at  fo  great  a  length  the  different 
fyftem^  with  regard  to  the  faSs  in  controverfyj 
it  may  be  expected  that  I  ihould  now  pronounce 
fentence.  In  my  opinion,  there  are  only  two  con* 
clufions,  which  can  be  drawn  from  the  fa£ls  which 
have  been  enumerated. 


at  the  devotion  of  the  king's  mother ;  in  this  I  (hall  ilill  call 
on  Growrie,  to  fearch  out  the  coffer,  according  to  his  promife  ; 
and  as  I  fhall  find  him  minded  to  do  therein,  fo  fhall  I  do  my 
beft  and  whole  endeavour  to  effedi  the  fuccefs  to  her  majefty's 
beft  contentment. 

2d  December  1582,  from  Edinburgh. 

Because  I  faw  good  opportunity  offered  to  renew  the  mat- 
ter to  the  earl  of  Gowrie  for  recovery  of  the  letters  in  the  cof- 
fer in  his  hands,  therefore  I  put  him  in  mind  thereof;  where- 
upon he  told  me,  that  the  duke  of  Lennox  had  fought  ear- 
neftly  to  have  had  thofe  letters,  and  that  the  king  did  know 
where  they  were,  fo  as  they  could  not  be  delivered  to  her 
majefty  without  the  king's  privity  and  confent,  and  he  pre- 
tended to  be  ftill  willing  to  pleafure  her  majefty  in  the  fame, 
fo  far  as  he  may  with  his  duty  to  the  king  and  to  the  reft  of 
the  afTociates  in  that  a£lion  ;  but  I  greatly  diftruft  to  effe^ 
this  to  her  majefty'a.pleafure9  wherein,  neverthelefs,  I  fhall  do 
my  utmoft  endeavours. 

Whether  James  VI.  who  put  the  earl  of  Gowrie  to  death, 
A.D.  1584,  and  feized  all  his  effeds,  took  care  to  deftroy  his 
mother's  letters,  for  whofe  honour  he  was  at  that  time  ex- 
tremely zealous,  whether  they  have  periftied ,  by  fome  un- 
known accident ;  or  whether  they  may  not  ftill  remain  unob* 
ferved  among  the  archives  of  fome  of  our  great  families,  it  is 
jmpoffible  to  determine. 
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One,  that  Bothwell,  prompted  by  his  ambition 
or  k)ve,  encouraged  by  the  queen*s  known  averfion 
to  her  hufband,  and  prefuming  on  her.attachment  to 
himfelf,  ftruck  the  blow  without  having  concerted 
with  her  the  manner  or  circumftances  of  perpetrat- 
ing that  crime.  That  Mary,  inftead  of  teftifying 
inuch  indignation  at  the  deed,  or  difcovering  any 
refentment  againft  Bothwell,  who  was  accufed  of 
having  committed  it,  continued  to  load  him  with 
'  marks  of  her  regard,  condufted  his  trial  in  fuch  a 
manner  as  rendered  it  impoffible  to  difcover  his 
guilt,  and  foon  after,  in  oppofition  to  all  the  m^ims 
of  decency  or  of  prudence,  voluntarily  agreed  to  a 
marriage  with  him,  which  every  confideration  ftiould 
have  induced  her  to  deteft.  By  this  verdift,  Mary 
is  not  pronounced  guilty  of  having  contrived  th^ 
'  murder  of  her  hufband,  or  even  of  having  previa 
oufly  given  her  confent  to  his  death  ;  but  (he  is  not 
acquitted  of  having  difcovered  her  approbation  of 
the  deed,  by  her  behaviour  towards  him  who  was 
the  author  of  it. 

The  other  conclufion  is  that  which  Murray  and 
his  adherents  laboured  to  eftablifli,  "  That  James, 
fometymme  earl  of  Bothwile,  was  the  chiefe  excr 
cutor  of  the  horribill  and  unworthy  murder,  perpe- 
trat  in  the  perfon  of  umquhile  king  Henry  of  gude 
memory,  fader  to  our  foverairi^  lord,  and  the 
queenis  lauchfull  hufband  ;  fa  was  fhe  of  the  fore- 
knowledge, counfallj  devife,  perfwadar  and  com- 
mand of  the  faid  murder  to  be  done/'  Good.  iL  207? 

Which  of  thefe  conclufions  is  mofl  agreeable  to 
the  evidence  that  has  been  producedj^  I  leave  my 
readers  to  determine. 
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No.  I.  (Vol.  II.  p.  2.) 

A  MEMORIAL  of  certain  points  meet  for  re- 
ftoritig  the  realm  of  Scotland  to  the  antient 
w||Ie. 

Imprimis,  it  is  to  be  noted,  that  the  beft  worldly  fell-  SthAu^il 

city  that  Scotland  can  have,  is  either  to  continue  in  ton!^Lib.'' 

8  perpetual  peace  with  the  kingdom  of  England,  or  to  be  Ca\.  b.  io. 

made  one  monarchy  with  England,  as  they  both  make  but  fo'-iv.F«*o« 

«■  2  COW  111 

one  ifland,  divided  from  the  reft  of  the  world.  fecretary 

If  the  firft  is  fought,  that  is,  to  be  in  perpetual  peace  Cecir* 
with  England,  then  muft  it  neceflarily  be  provided,  that  ^*°^ 
Scotland  be  not  fo  fubje£t  to  the  appointments  of  France 
as  is  prefently,  which,  being  an  antient  enemy  to  Eng- 
land, feeketh  always  to  make  Scotland  an  inftrument,  to 
cxercife,  thereby,  their  malice  upon  England,  and  to  make 
a  footftool  thereof  to  look  over  England  as  they  may. 

Therefohe,  when  Scotland  (hall  come  into  the  hands 
of  a  mere  Scottifli  man  in  blood,  then  may  there  be  hope    ' 
of  fuch  accord  j  but  as  long  as  it  is  at  the  commandment 
of  the  French,  there  is  no  hope  to  have  accord  long  be- 
twixt thefe  two  realms. 

Therefore,  f(9eing  it  is  at  the  French  king's  com- 
mandment by  reafon  of  his  wife,  it  is  to  be  confidered  for 
the  weak  of  Scotland,  that  until  (he  have  children,  and 
during  her  abfence  out  of  the  realm,  the  next  heirs  to 
the  crown,  being  the  houfe  of  the  Hamiitons,  fhould  have 
regard  hereto,  and  to  fee  that  neither  the  crown  be  impofed 
nor  wafted ;  and,  on  the  other  fide,  the  nobility  and  com- 
monalty ought  to  force  that  the  laws  and  the  old  cuftoms 
of  the  Tealm  be  not  altered,  jieither  that  the  country  be  not 
iznpoveriflied  by  ta:!tes,  empreft^  or  new  impofts,  after  the 

manner 
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manner  of  France ;  for  proviCon  wherein,  both  by  the  lav 
of  God  and  man,  the  French  king  and  his  wife  may  be 
pioved  to  reform  their  mifgovemance  of  fRe  land. 

And  for  this  purpofe  it  were  good  that  the  nobility 
and  commons  joined  with  the  next  heir  of  the  crown,  to 
feek  due.  reformation  of  fuch  great  abufes  as  tend  to  the 
ruin  of  their  country,  which  muft  be  done  before  the 
french  grow  too  ftrong  and  infolent- 

First,  That  it  may  be  provided  by  confent  of  the  three 
eftates  of  the  land,  that  the  land  maybe  free  from  all  idolatry 
like  as  England  is ;  for  juftification  whereof,  if  any  free 
general  council  may  be  had  where  the  pope  of  Rome  have 
not  the  feat  of  judgment,  they  may  offer  to  Ihew  their 
caufe  to  be  moft  agreeable  to  Chrift's  religion. 

Next,  To  provide  that  Scotland  might  be  governed,  in 
all  rules  and  offices,  by  the  antient  blood  of  the  llalm, 
without  either  captains,  lieutenants,  or  foldiera,  as  all  pthe^ 
princes  govern  their  countries,  and  efpecially  that  the  forts 
might  be  in  the  hands  of  mere  Scottifli  men. 

Thirdly,  That  they  might  never  be  occafioncd  to  enter 
into  wars  againft  England,  excent  England  (hpuld  give  the 
firft  caufe  to  Scotland. 

Fourthly,  That  no  nobleman  of  Scotland  fliould  rcn 
ceive  penfion  of  France,  except  it  were  whilft  he  did  ferve 
in  France,  for  otherwife  thereby  the  French  would  fhortly 
corrupt  many  to  betray  their  own  country. 

Fifthly,  That  no  office,  abbey,  living,  or  commodity, 
be  given  to  any  but  mere  Scottilh  men,  by  the  affent  of  the 
three  eftates  of  the  realm,  ^    * 

Sixthly,  That  there  be  a  council  in  Scotland  appointed 
in  the  queen's  abfence,  to  govern  the  whole  realm,  and  in 
thofe  cafes  not  to  be  direfted  by  the  French. 

Seventhly,  That  it  be  by  the  faid  three  eftates  ap- 
pointed how  the  queen*9  revenue  of  the^  realm  fliall  be  ex- 
pended, how  much  the  queen  lliall  have  for  her  portion 
and  eft  ate  during  her  abfence,  how  much  (hall  be  limited 
to  the  governance  and  defence  of  the  realm,  hoMT  ii^uch 
yearly  appointed  to  be  kept  in  treafure. 

In  thefe,  and  fuch  like  points,  if  the  French  king  and 
the  queen  be  found  unwilling,  and  will  withftand  thefe 
provifions  for  the  wcale  of  the  land,  then  hath  the  three 
eftates  of  the  realm  authority,  forthwith,  to  intimate  to 
the  faid  king  and  queen  their  humble  requcfta ;  and  if  the 
(ame  be  not  effeftually  granted,  then  humbly  they  may 
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commit  the  governance  thereof  to  the  next  heir  of  the 
crown,  binding  the  fame  alfo  to  obferve  the  laws  and  an- 
cient rights  of  the  realm. 

FiNALLTj  If  the  queen  ihail  be  unwilling  to  this»  as  it 
is  likely  flie  will,  in  refpeft  of  the  greedy  and  tyrannous 
afFeftion  of  France,  then  it  is  apparent  that  Almighty  God 
is  pleafed  to  transfer  from  her  the  rule  of  the  kingdom 
for  the  weal  of  it,  and  this  time  muft  be  ufed  with  great 
circumfpeftion,  to  avoid  the  decepts  and  tromperies  of  the 
French. 

And  then  may  the  realm  of  Scotland  confider,  being 
once  made  free,  what  means  may  be  devifed  by  God's 
goodnefs,  to  accord  the  two  realms,  to  endure  for  time  to 
come  at  the  pleafure  of  Almighty  God,  in  whofe  hands 
the  hearts  of  allTprinces  be. 


No.  II.  (Vol  IL  p.  12.) 

A  Letter  of  Maitland  of   Lethington's,   thus  di- 
refted : 

'To  my  loving  friend  James.     Be  this  delivered 
at  London. 

T  Understand  by  the  laft  letter  I  received  from  yows  toth  Ja- 
'*•  that  difcourfing  with  zour  countrymen  upon  the  mat-  nuary 
ter  of  Scotland,  and  commoditeys  may  enfew  to  that  qUi  Ub 
realm  hereafter,  gifF  ze  prefently  affift  ws  with  zour  forces,  Cai.  B.  ix. 
ze  find  a  nombrc  of  the  contrary  advife,  doubting  that  we  From  the 
fal  not  at  kpgth  be  found  trufty  friends,  nor  mean  to  con-  JJJf^  "* 
tynew  in  conTtant  antetye,  albeit  we  promife,  but  only  for  hand, 
avoyding  the  prefent  danger  make  zou  to  ferve  oufr  tume, 
and  after  being  delivered,  becura  enemies  as  of  before.  For 
profequhareof,  they  al|edge  things  that  have  paft  betwixt 
ws.heretofore,  andafew  prefumptiones  tending  to  thefam 
end,  all  grounded  upon  miftruft ;  quhilks,  at  the  firft  fi«ht, 
have  fome  (hewe  of  appearance,  gif  men  wey^not  the  cir- 
cumftances  of  the  matter;  but  gif  they  will  confer  the 
tyqje  paft  with  the  prefent,  confider  the  nature  of  this  cans, 
and  ettate  of  our  countrye,  I  doubt  not  but  jugement  fal  be 
able  to  bani(h  miftruft.     And  firft,  I  wad  wilh  ze  ihould 
cxamyne  the  caufcs^  off   the, old  inmitye  betwixt  the 
realms  of.  Er^knd  and^Sootland,  and  quhat  moved  our 
.     Vol.  III.  .     T..  "   anceftours 
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anceftours  to  enter  into  ligue  with  the  Fienche;  quhiib 
by  OUT  ftoreys  and  regifires  ofF  antiqaiteys  appear  to  be 
thefe.  The  princes  of  England,  £>nie  tyme^  alledgiiig  a 
certain  kynde  of  foveraintye  OTer  this  rtkim  ^  fome  tyme 
upon  hye  courage,  or  incited  by  incurfions  off  our  bor- 
dourares,  and  femblabie  occafions,  roony  times  enterprifed 
tiie  conqueft  of'ws,  and  fa  far  furth  pridl  it  by  force 
off  armes,  that  we  were  dryven  to  great  extramiteys,  by 
lofs  df  our  princes,  our  nobiemen,  and  a  good  part  of  our 
cuntrey,  fay  that  experience  taught  ws  that  our  owne  Ihength 

'  was  Jcarfe  fufficient  to  withibmd  the  force  of  England. 

,  The  Frenche  zour  auncient  enemies,  conCdering  well  how 

nature  had  fa  placed  ws  in  a  ifland  with  zow,  that  na  na* 
tion  was  abk  fa  to  annoye  England  as  we  being  en^myes, 
foucht  to  joine  ws  to  theym  in  ligue,  tending  by  that 
meane  to  detourne  zour  armyes  from  the  invafio|kof 
France,  and  occupy  zow  in  the  defence  of  zour  ccflStry 
at  hame,  offering  for  tiiat  effcSt  to  beftowe  fome  charges 
upon  ws,  and  for  compaiEng  off  theyr  purpos,  choyfed  a 
^yme  to  propone  the  matter,  quhen  tne  frefche  memory  of 
injuris  lately  receaved  at  zour  hands,  was  fa  deeply  prented 
on  our  hartes,  that  all  our  myndes  were  occupied  how  to 
be  revenged^  and  arme  ourfelfes  with  the  powar  of  a  for- 
ayne  prince  againft  zour  enterprifes  thereafter. 

This  wes  the  beginning  off  our  confederacy  withFrancc. 
At  quhrHc  time,  our  cronicks  maks  mention,  that  fome  off 
the  wyfeft  forefaw  the  perril^  and  fmall  frute  fiiould  re- 
dound to  us  thereof  at  length :  zit  had  affedion  fo  blinded 
.jugement,  that  the  advife  of  tbe  maift  part  overcame  At 
bed.  The  maiil:  part  of  all  quarrels  betwixt  us  fince 
•that  tyme,  at  lead  quhen  the  provocation  came  on  our 
iidc,  hes  ever  fallen  out  by  theyr  procurement  rather 
.than  any  one  caus  of  our  felfes :  and  quhenfaeyer  wc  brack 
the  peace»  it  came  partly  by  their  intyfements,  partly  to 
efchew  the  coaqueft  intended  by  that  nalm.  fiutnowhes 
<jiod's  providence  fa  altered  tkc  cafe,  zea  ehanged  it  to 
the  plat  contrary,  that  now  hes  the  Frenfohe  taken  zo«r 
place,  and  we>  off  very  jugement,  becum  defyiXMis  tp  haTC 
zou  in  theyt  cowme.  Our  eyes  are  opened,  we  tSpj  how 
^ttficarefuL^dbey  b&ve  been  of  our  weiie  at  all  tymes,  hew 
they  nude  "Ws:  ever  to  ferve  their  tume,  dfew  us  in  maift 
dat^gcrotts  vneys  &r  .theyre  commodite,  and  neveithekfe 
wad  not  ftyck,  oft  tymet>  againft  the  nafeouiof  ikcUffuCf 
la  oQMnk  jpeace»  karipg  u»  k  wsjt.    We  ^^to  w\t 
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foppoTt  off  kfte  seres,  we»  niot  grirnit  for  tny  ^iSbStlm 
Altf  bare  to  ws,  for  pytie  they  had  off  our  eftate,  for  ffe^ 
compenft  off  die  lyke  friendfliip  (ozmin  to  dieiA  in  tynvi 
off  dieyraflK^ioiies,  but  for  ambition)  and  in&ciable  <ni« 
pidite  to  reygne,  and  to  mak  Scotland  ane  acceflfafy  to  fite 
crown  of  France.  This  was  na  frkndly  office^  but  mer* 
cenarjT)  craving  hyre  farre  exceeding  die  proportion  of 
Aeyr  delenring  f  a  iiale  realm  for  d^  defence  of  a  part. 
We  foe  theym  manifeftly  attempt  the  thing  we  fufpd£ied 
off  zow ;  we  feared  2e  meat  the  conqueft  of  Scotland^ 
and  diey  ave  ptanely  falloi  to  that  work ;  we  hated  zow 
far  dottbt  we  had  ae  meant  evill  towards  ws,  and  fall  we 
loire  dieymj^tthiifcs  beating  the  n^e  off  friends,  go  j&out 
to  bring  ua  in  maift  vile  fervitude  I  Gif  by  zour  friendly 
fupport  at  this  tyme,  ze  fall  declare  that  not  only  fate  ae 
n«|die  fiiyne  of  our  ooimtry,  but  wiU  preferv«  tha  libcr^ 
ti^fcereoi  from  conqueft  by  ftrangeates,  fall  not  the  oc-* 
cafion  ci  nH  inimite  with  zow,  and  ligue  widi  theym^ 
be  taken  away?  Hie  caufes  being  removed,  how  fait 
die  efedes  remane  ?  The  fear  of  conqueft  made  us  to 
hate  sou  and  love  theym,  the  cats  changed,  quhen  we  fee 
theym  plaiiely  attempt  conqueft,  and  zow  fchaw  ws  friend'* 
Hup,  laU  we  not  hate  them,  and  favour  zow  ?  Gif  we  haire 
fchawne  fa  great  conftance,  continuing  za  mony  zeares  in 
amity  with  dieym,  off  quhome  we  had  fa  fmall  common 
itite^  qufaat  tall  move  us  to  bfeake  widi  2ow,  that  off  dft 
&ati<ms  may  do  ws  gteateft  plefour  ? 

BoT  ze  will  foy,  this  matter  may  be  reconcyled  and 
dien  fiends  afloff  before.  I  think  weill  peace  is  tho  end 
of  all  weyr,  butoff  diis  ze  may  be  affured,  we  wHI  never 
ia  far  tmft  diat  reconciliation,  daat  we  will  be  content  (O 
forego  die  ametrye  of  England,  nor  do  any  diing  may  bring 
ws  m  fttfpicion  wkh  sow.  Giff  we  wold  at  any  tyme 
lepleafo  theym,  break  with  zow,  (hdald  we  not,  befydee 
At  tofie  of  eftimation  and  difcredtttng  off  ourfeifee,  pcff^ 
petaally  eapone  our  common  weill  to  a  maift  manifeft  dan- 
get*,  and  bec^im  a  prey  to  theyr  tyranny?  Qdiais  snd 
could  we  ii^kwe,  being  deftitute  of  zour  friendfin^  f^ 
thqr  cf  newwakl  attempt  theyr  former  enterprlfe?  (^  ' 
mnon  ffi>y^  help  ws  giff  th^  wsdd,  or  wald  giff 
tayghti  .£ad«t  ia  lyfce eapkh^^u^  wtH not  9Mt  hei 
tttia  t^k  dftsyr  time  of  ws,  quhen  cfifplefeur  isndgfutetv 
lies  taken  dqprTttte  on  baMi  ffdes,  foeing  amfaitioA  baa^ 
impypi^war  dhtyr  fiafon,  that  befet«  we  bad  m^i/^M 
Ta  any 
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anyihhigmyght  offend  theym,  but  by  the  contrary  ple^** 
fed  them  by  right  and  wrang,  they  did  not  ftick  to^it^ 
tempte  the  fubverfion  of  our  hale  ftate.  I  wald  ze  fhould 
not  elteeme  ws  fa  barayne  of  jugementi  that  we  cannot 
fo»efee  our  awne  perril ;  or  fa  foolifche,  that  wc  will  not 
ftudy  by  all  gode  means  to  entertayne  that  *thing  may  be 
our  fafetye ;  quhilk  confides  in  all  the  relaying  of  zour 
friendfliips.  I  pray  zou  confiderin  like  cafe,  when>  in  the 
days  of  zour  princes  off  maift  noble  memory  king  Henry 
the  VIII.  and  king  Edward  the  VI.  meanes  were  opened 
off  aiiiytye  betwixt  baith  realms ;  wa»  not  at  all  tymes  the 
difference^  of  religion  the  onley  ftay  they  were  not  em- 
braced ?  Did  not  the  craft  of  our  clergy  and  power  of 
theyr  adherents  fubvert  the  deTifes  of  the  better  fort  ? 
But  now  has  God  off  his  mercy  removed  that  block  furth 
off  the  way ;  now  is  not  theyr  praftice  lyke  to  tak  pbjce 
any  marci  when  we  are  comme  to  a  conformity  of  toc- 
trine,  .and  profes  the  fame  religion  with  zow,  quhilk  I 
fake  to  be  the  ftrayteft  knot,  of  amityc  can  be  devi&d.  Giff 
it  may  be  alledged  that  fome  of  our  countrymen^  at  ony 
tyme  violated  theyr  promis?  giff  ze  liff  to  way  the  cir- 
cumftancesy  ze  fall  find  the  promis  is  rather  brought  on 
by  neceifite,  after  a  great  overthraw  off  our  men,  then 
comme  off  fre  will,  and  tending  ever  to  our  great  in-f 
comodite  and  decay  off  our  haili  ftate,  at  leift.  fa  taken^ 
But  in:  this  cafe>  fall  the  prefervation  off  our  libertic  be 
infeparably  joined  with  tlie  keping  off  promeffe,  and  the 
violation  off  our  fayth  caft  ws  in  maift  miferable  fervi- 
tude.  So  that  giff  neither  the  fear  off  God,  reverence  of 
'  man,  religion,  bthe,  promife,  nor  worldly  honcftye  wes 
fuificient  to  bynd  ws,  yet.  fall  the.zeale  of  our  native 
co^ntrey,  the  maintenance  off  our.  own  cftatc,  the  fafety 
of  our  wyffes  and  childrene  from.ilavery,  compell  ws  to 
kepe  promife.  I  am  affured,  it  is  trewly  and.  fincere}y 
ment  on  our  part  to  continew  in  perpetual  amctye  witn 
350W}  it  fall  be  uttered  by  our  proceedings.  Giff  ze  b^ 
as^  defytous  of  it  as  we  ar,  affurances  may  be  c(evyie4| 
fjttharby  allpartcys  will-  be  out  of  double*  .There  be 
gode  means  to  do  it,  fit  inftruments  for  the  purpos,  tyme 
^stvcs.weiil,  iht  inhabitante  of  baith  realms  wifli  it,  Ood 
Iscs  wrought  in  the  pepple's  taurtes  on  bay tii  .parties  a  ccr-, 
taine  ftill  agreement,  upon  it,  i^ver  did,  at  any  tymP*  fp 
/noi^ylthings  .concune,at  ones  to  knyt  jkiup,  the  di^H^ 
lion  of  Afp^^  qvi^s.^it9^  are  in  Qpdi^  bmih  nvij  ^^^^ 
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up  the  hale.  - 1  hope  he  quha  hcs  begun  this  work,  and 
maintcyned  it  quhik  now,  by  the  cxpeftation  of  man,  fall 
perfytcit. 

I  PRAT  20vr>  let  not  zour  men  dryvc  time  in  confulta^ 
<ion,  quhether  ze  fall  fupport  v  s  or  no.  Seyng  the  mater 
fpeakcth  for  itfelf,  that  ze  mon  take  upon  zow  the  de- 
fence of  out  cans,  giff  ze  have  any  refpeft  for  zour  awne 
Weill.  Their  preparatives  in  France',  and  levying  of  men 
in  Genttarty,  (quheyrofF  I  am  lately  advertifed,)  ar  hot  al- 
togidder  ordeyned  for  us,  ze  are  the  mark  they  fhote  at ; 
tliey  feke  our  realme,  but  for  ane  entrey  to  zours.  Giff 
they  {hould  diredly  fchaw  hoftilite  to  zow,  they  knaw 
20  wald  mak  redy  for  theyme,  therefor  they  do,  by  in- 
direft  meanes,  to  blind  zow,  the  thing  they  dare  not  as 
zit  planely  attemptc.  They  feme  to  invade  us  to  th*  cnd^ 
that 'having  aflembled  they*r'hay!e  forces  fa  nere  zour 
bordours,  they  may  unlok  it  to  attack  zow^  It  is  ane  of 
their  aid  fetches,  making  a  fchew  to  one  place,  to  lyght 
on  ane  other.  Remember  how  covertly  zour  places  about 
Boulougne  were  aflaizeit,  and  carried  away,  ze  being  ia 
peace  as  now.  How  the  enterprife  of  Calais  was  fynely 
diifeiiibled,  I  think  ze'  have  not  fa  fone  forgotten.  Be* 
ware  of  the  thirds  prevent  theyr  policy  by  prudence. 
GifF  ze  fe  not  the  lyke  difpofition  prefently  in  theym,  ze 
k  nathing.  It  is  a  groffe  ignorance  to  mifknaw,  -  what  ali 
nations  pianely  fpeks  oiF.  Tak  heed  ze  zay  not  hereafter, 
"  Had  I  wift ;"  ane  uncomeiy  fentence  to  precede  off  a 
wyfe  man's  mouth.  That  is  onwares  chanced  on  to  zow, 
quhilk  zow  commonly  wifled,  that  this  countrey  myght 
be  divorfed  from  the  Frenfche,  and  is  fa  comme  to  paf$ 
as  was  maift  expedient  for  zpw-  For  giff  by  your  intyfe- 
ment  we  had  taken  the  mater  in  hand,  ze  myght  have 
fufpefled  we  would  have  been  untrufty  friends,  and  n^ 
langer  continued  ftedfafte,  then  perril  had  appeared.  But 
now,  quhen  off  our  fdf,  we  have  conceyved  the  hatered^ 
provoked  by  private  injuries,  and  that  theyr  evil  dealing 
with  ws  hes  deferved  our  inimitye,  let  no  man  dobt<^  but 
diey  fall  fynde  ws  encmycs  in  crtjeft,  that  fa  ungent^ 
ly  hes  demeyned  our  countrey^  an4  at  quhais  hands 
we  look  for  nathing  but  all  extrcmitye,  giff  ever  thev 
may  get  the  upper  hand-  I^et  not  this  occafion,  fa 
happcly  offered,  efcape  zow :  giff  ze  do,  neglefting  the 
prefent  opportunitie,  and  hoping  to  have  ever  godc  luk^ 
«)mmc  Reaping  upon  zow,  it  is  to  be  fc?rpd  ;fouT  encmyc 
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waxe  fo  great)  and  fa  ftrangt  that  aftenr^ds  ^vlbtti  ze 
waM>ze  fall  not  be  able  to  put  him  down  \  and  theii>  to 
zour  fmart,  after  the  tyme  ze  will  acknowledge  zovr 
error.  Ze  have  felt,  by  experience,  quhat  horme  cmneth 
of  overfiglit,  and  trufting  to  ;zour  enemyea  prcimefieb  We 
o6Fer  zow  the  occafion,  auheyrby  zour  former  loifes  maf 
be  repayred.  Quhilk  ginF  ze  let  over  flyde,  f«ilieriog  ws 
to  be  overrun,  quha  then,  I  pray  zow»  fall  ftay  die 
Frenfche,  that  they  fall  not  invade  zow  in  zowr  own 
boundes,  (ick  is  their  lad  to  reygne,  that  they  can  nei^ 
dier  be  content  with  theyr  fortune  prefentf  nor  ftft  and 
be  fatisfied  when  they  have  gode  luck,  but  will  ftill  IqUow 
on>  having  in  theyr  awne  braytte  ccmceaved  the  iofiage  ef 
fa  great  a  conqueft^  quhat  think  ye  latl  be  the  esd  i  la 
ther  any  of  fa  fmall  jugement,  that  he  doth  not  forefce 
already^  that  theyr  Kail  fqr^e  fall  then  be  bent  againft 
aow  ? 

It  £dl  not  be  amis,  to  cpnfider  in  qv(hat  cafe  the 
Frenfche  be  prefcntly.  TTheyr  eilate  is  not  always  fa 
calm  at  hame  as  every  man  thinketh.  And  tiewly  it 
wes  not  theyr  great  redines  for  weyr  made  theym  to  tak 
this  matter  on  hand,  at  this  tyme,  but  rather  a  vayne  truft 
in  their  awne  policy,  thinking  to  have  found  na  refift- 
ance,  their  opinion  hes  deceaved  theym,  and  that  makes 
them  now  amafed.  The  eftates  off  the  empire  (as  I 
heare)  has  futed  reftitution  off  th'  imperial  towns  Metz, 
Tottll,  and  Verdun,  quhilk  may  grow  to  f<xnc  befynes  i 
and  all  thing  is  not  a  calme  within  their  awne  countiey^ 
the  lefs  fit  they  be  prefently  for  weyr,  the.mareof^ortune 
cfteme  ye  the  time  for  zow.  GiflF  the  lykc  occafion  weve 
oScTcA  to  the  Frenfche  againft  zow,  wey,  how  gladly 
would  they  embrace  it.  Are  <ze  not  efqhaoied  of  zour 
ileuth,  to  fpare  they  that  hes  already  compafied  zour 
deftru£lion,  giff  theym  were  able  ?  Confider  with  zour 
fdf  quhilka  is  to  be  choyfed  ?  To  weyr  againft  diem  out 
with  zour  realme  or  within  ?  Giff  quhitt  ze  fleape,  we 
&U  be  overthrowne,  then  fall  they  not  fayte  to  fute  zou  in 
zour  awne  countrey,  and  ufe  ws  as  a  fote  ftole  to  overlokc 
zow.  But  fome  will  fay,  perhaps,  they  meane  it  not. 
It  is  folv  to  think  they  watd  not  giff  they  were  able,  quhen 
before  nand  they  ilicK  not  to  giff  zour  armes,  and  ufurpe 
the  ftyle  of  zour  crown.  Then  quhat  difference  there  is  to 
camp  writhin  zowr  awne  bounds  or  without,  it  is  manifeft. 
Caff  twa  armycs  ihould  camp  within  aowr  oountry^^  but  a 
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meaeth}  albeit  yc  leceaved  na  other  harmei  zk  QtotxAd: 
zo«r  loile  be  greater^  nor  all  the  chwrge  zc  will  nede  to 
beftow  on  our  fupport  will  draw  to^  bcfyde$  the  ditho-. 
nour. 

Let  not  men^  diat  eyther  lack  gode  advife,  or  ar  not 
for  partictilar  xefped:5  weill  affe£bd  to  the  caus,  move  zow 
to  fabtrad  zour  helping  band,  by  alleging  things  not  ap-- 
parent)  for  that  they  be  poi&ble.  It  is  not»  I  grant*  un* 
poffible  that  we  may  receave  conditioner  of  peace  v  but  I 
fee  little  likelyhode  that  our  ennemyes  will  oSkr  ws  fik  aa 
will  remove  all  miftruft*  and  giff  we  Mrald  have  accepted 
odiers*  the  mater  had  bene  lang  or  now  €ompounded«r 
Let  zow  not  be  moved  for  that  they  terme  ws  rebelle8» 
aad  diffames  our  juft  querell.with  the  name  of  confphracy 
agamft  our  foverayne.  It  is  hir  hyenes  right  we  rnane^ 
tayne.  It  is  the  liberty  of  hir  realm  we  ftudy  to  pre* 
ferve  with  the  hazard  of  our  lyves.  We  are  not  (God 
knawetb)  comme  to  this  point  for  wasttones,  as  meit 
impatient  of  rewlU  or  willing  to  fchake  off  the  zoke  of 
government,  but  ar  drawne  to  it  by  neceffite*  to  avoydo 
the  tyranny  of  ftrangeares,  feaking  to  defraude  ws  of 
kwful  government.  Giff  we  fhould  fufier  ftrangeares 
to  pkmt  themfelffes  peaceably  in  all  the  ftrenthes  of 
our  reafane,  fortify  the  feyportes,  and  maift  important 
places,  as  ane  entre  to  a  plain  conqueft,  now  in  the  ms« 
norite  of  our  foveraine,  beyng  furth  of  the  realme,  (hould 
we  not  be  thought  oncareful  off  the  common  weill»  be- 
trayvea  of  our  native  countrey,  and  evill  fubjeds  to  hir 
majefte  ?  Quhat  other  opinion  could  fche  have  off  ws  ? 
Might  (he  not  juftly  hereafter  call  ws  to  accompt*  as  ne- 
fulgent  minifteres  ?  Giff  ftrangeares  flioidd  be  ^us  fuf« 
fered  to  broke  the  chefe  oiBces,  beare  the  hail  rewU,  alter 
and  pervert  our  lawes  and  liberty  at  theyr  plefour  \  myght 
not  the  people  efteem  our  noblemen  unworthy  the  place 
of  counfalours  ?  We  mean  na  wvfe  to  fubtrafc  our  obe» 
dieace  from  our  foveiane,  to  de/raud  hir  hyenes  off  her 
dew  reverence,  rents  and  revenues  off  hir  crown*  We  fekc 
oathing  but  that  Scotland  may  remane,  as  of  before,  a  fre 
realme,  rewlitby  hir  hyenes  and  hir  nUnifteres  borne  nien 
of  die  fam  $  and  that  the  fucceffion  ot  the  crown  may:r«« 
mane  with  die  lawful  blode. 

I  WILD  not  ae  feuld  not  fa  iyttll  efteme  the  hiendSkif 

of  Scodand,  diat  ze  juged  it  not  MTortky  to  be  entbvaced; 

it  faU  be  aafm^  cammod!^  for  zovf  to  be  delivered  dF 

T  4  the 

Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


zSo  A  P  P  E  N  D  I  X,   N«  11. 

the  anoyance  of  fo  neir  a  nyghtbour,  quhais  inimitye  may 
more  trouble  zow,  then  of  any  other  nation  albek  twyfs 
aspuiffanti  not  lyeng  dry  marche  with  zow.  Befydes  that 
fe  fall  not  nedc  to  feare  the  invafion  off  any  prince  lackyng 
the  commodite  to  invade  zow  by  land,  on  our  hand, 
Confider  quhat  fuperfluous  charge  ze  beftowe  on  the  for«> 
tification  and  keeping  of  Barwick  :  quhilk'  ze  may  reduce 
to  a  mean  fowme,  having  ws  to  frendes.  The  realme  of 
Ireland  being  of  natour  a  gode  and  fertiil  countrey,  by 
reafon  of  the  continewall  unquietnes  and  lak  of  poiicey, 
ze  knaw  to  be  rather  a  burthtn  unto  zow  than  great  ad- 
vantage 5  and  gifF  it  were  peaceable  may  be  very  commo-i> 
dious.  For  pacification  quhayrofF,  it  is  not  unknowne  to 
zow  quhat  fervice  we  are  abill  to  do.  Refufc  not  theyr 
eOmmoditeys,  befides  mony  ma  quhen  they  are  offered. 
Quhilks  albeit  I  ftudy  not  to  amplify  and  dilate  yet  is  na 
other  countrey  able  to  offer  zou  the  lyke,  and  are  the 
rather  to  be  embraced,  for  that  zour  aunceftors,  by  all 
xneanes,  maift  emeftly  futed  our  amity,  and  yet  it  was 
not;  theyr  hap  to  come  by  it.  The  mater  hes  almaift 
carryed  me  beyond  the  boundes  of  a  lattre,  quharfor  I  will 
leave  to  trouble  zow  after  I  have  given  you  this  note.  I 
wald  wifs  that  ze,  and  they  that  ar  learned,  fould  rede  the 
twa  former  orations  of  Demoflhenes,  called  Olynthiacie, 
and  confydere  quhat  counfall  that  wyfe  oratour  gave  tq 
the  Athenians,  his  countrymen,  in  a  lyke  cafe ;  quhilk 
hes  fo  great  affinite  with  this  caufe  of  ours,  that  every  word 
thereof  myght  be  applyed  to  our  purpos.  There  may  ze 
leame  of  him  quhat  advife  is  to  be  followed,  when  zour 
nyghtbgurs  hous  is  on  fyre.  Thus  I  bid  zow  heartily 
fareweill.  From  Sant  Andrews,  the  aoth  of  January  1559. 

No.  III.     (Vol.  II.  p.  21.) 

Part  of  a  letter  from  The.  Randolph  to  Sir  Wil- 
liam  Cecil,  from  the  camp  before  Leith,  29th  of 
Aprilic6o^ 

At  •riiinal  T  WILL  Qnly,  for  this  tim^,  difcharge  myfelf  of  my 
OfluV.**'^  '  promife  to  the  e^rl  of  Huntley,  who  fo  defyreth  to 
be  recommended  to  you,  as  one,  who,  with  all  his  heart, 
fayoureth  this  caufe,  ta  the  uttermoft  of  his  power.  Half 
the  words  that  come  out  of  his  mouth  were  able  to  per* 
fuade  an  unexperiencei^  ma^  to  fpeak  farther  in  }^i^  bo^ 
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half,-  than. I  dare  be, bold  to  write.  I  leave  it  to  yoiw  ho» 
nour  to  judge  of  him*  as  of  a  n>an  not  unknown  to  yout 
and  will  myfelf  always  meafure  my  thoughts,  as  be  (haU 
deferve  to  be  fpoken  of.  With  much  difficulty,  and  great 
perfuafion,  he  hath'  fubfcribed  with  the  reft  of  the  lord* 
to  join  with,  them  in  this  aftion ;  whatfomeyer  he  can  In- 
vent to  the  furtherance  of  this  caufe,  he  hath  promifed  to 
do  with  folemn  proteftation  and  many  words  j  he  truftetb 
to  adjoin  many  to  this  caufe ;  and  faith  furely  that  no  nun 
/hall  lie  where  he  taketh  part.  He  hath  this  day  fubfcribed 
a  bond  between  England  and  this  nation  ^  he  faithj  that 
there  was  never  thing  that  liked  him  better. 


.  No.  IV.  (Vol.  II.  p- 34.) 

RandoljA  to  C^cil,    loth  Auguft   1560.      From 
Edinburgh. 

CINCE  the  29th  of  July,  at  what  time  I  wrote  laft  to  AnOap- 
^  your  honour,  I  have  heard  of  nothing  worth  the  re-  ««^ « <bc 
porting.     At  this  prefcnt  it  may  pleafe  you  to  know,  that  ^^  ^^ 
the  moft  part  of  the  nobles  are  here  arrived,  as  your  ho- 
nour fhall  receive  their  names  in  writing.     The  earl  of 
Huntly  excufeth  himfelf  by  an  infirmity  in  his  leg.     His 
lieutenant  for  this  time  is  the  lord  of  Lidington,  chofen 
Speaker  of  the  parliament,   or  harangue-maker  as  thefc 
men  term  it.     The  firft  day  of  their  fitting  in  parliament 
win  be  on  Thurfday  next.   Hitherto  as  many  as  have  been 
prefent  of  the  lords  have  communed  and  devifed  of  certain 
heads  then   to   be  propounded,,  as,  who  (hall   be   fent 
into  France,  who  into  England.     It  is  much  eafier  to  find  • 
them  than  the  other.     It  feemeth  almoft  to  be  refolved 
upon  that  for  England  the  mafter  of  Maxwell,  and  laird 
of  Lidington.     For  France  Pittarow  and  the  juftice  clerk. 
Alfo  they  have  confulted  whom  they  think  meeteft  to  w 

name  for  the  XXIV,  of  the  which  the  XII.  councelloics 
muftb^  chofen.  They  intend  very  fliortly  to  fend  away 
Dingwall  the  herald  into  France,  with  the  names  of  thofc 
they  fhall  chufe  j  and  alfo  to  require  the  king  and  queen's 
coiifent  unto  this  parliament.  They  have  devifed  how  to 
have  the  coniracl  with  England  confirmed  by  authority  of 
parliament  5'  how  alfo  to  have  the  articles  of  the  agrec- 
ipent  between  them  and  tbeir'king  ^nd  queen  ratified. 
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Thcfe  things  yet  Iiave  only  been  had  in  commiinicatkm. 
Pot  the  confirmation  of  the  contra£k  with  Enghmd  I  have 
no  doubt ;  fbr  that  I  hear  many  men  very  well  fikc  the 
fame,  as  the  earl  of  Athol,  the  earl  of  Sutherland,  the 
1.  Glamis,  who' dined  ycfterday  with  the  1.  James.  The 
lord  James  requcftcd  me  this  prefcnt  day  to  bring  the 
contraft  unto  him.  I  intend,  alfoi  this  day,  to  fpeak  un- 
to the  1.  Gray,  in  our  1.  Gray's  name,  for  that  he  pro- 
mifed  in  my  heating  'to  fubfcribe,  and  then  prefendy 
would  have  done  it,  if  the  contrad  could  have  been  had^ 
Tor  the  more  aflurance  againft  all  inconvenients,  I  would, 
beiides  that,  that  I  truft  it  (hall  be  ratified  in  parliament, 
that  every  nobleman  in  Scotland  had  put  his  hand  and 
fet  his  feal,  which  may  always  remain  as  a  notable  rnonu* 
ment,  tho'  the  aA  of  parliament  be  hereafter  difannulled. 
If  it  might,  therefore,  ftand  with  your  advice,  that  the 
lord»  might  be  written  unto,  now  that  they  arc  hcK  pre* 
fent,  to  that  efFeft,  or  that  I  might  receive  from  your  hon', 
fome  earned  charge  to  travel  herein,  I  doubt  not  but  it 
would  ferve  to  good  purpofe.  If  it  might  be  alfo  known 
with  what  fubftantial  and  efFe£lious  words  or  charge  you 
defire  to  have  it  confirmed,  I  think  no  great  difficulty 
would  be  made.  The  earl  marfiial  has  often  been  moved 
to  fubfcribe,  he  ufeth  mo  delays  than  men  judged  he  Would, 
Sis  fon  told  me  yefterday,  that  he  would  fpeak  with  me 
at  leifure,  fo  did  alfo  Drumlanrick  ;  I  know  not  to  what 
purpofe  :  I  have  caufed  1.  James  to  be  the  eamefter  with 
the  1,  Marfiial,  for  his  authdrity's  fake,  when  of  late 
it  was  in  confultation  by  what  means  it  might  be  wrought, 
that  the  amity  between  thefe  two  realms  might  be  per- 
petual i  and  among  diverfe  men's  opinion,  one  £iid  that 
he  knew  ol  no  other,  but  by  making  them  both  one, 
and  that  in  hope  of  that  mo  things  were  done,  than 
would  otherwife  have  ever  been  granted;  the  earl  of 
Argyll  advifed  him  earneftly  to  ftick  unto  that,  that  he 
Irad  promifed,  tliat  it  fliould  pafs  his  power  and  all  the 
crafty  ,knaves  of  his  counfel,  (I  am  bold  to  ufc  unto 
your  h.  his  own  words,)  to  break  fo  ffodly  a  pur- 
pofe. This  talk  liked  well  the  affifters,  howfomcver  it 
pleafed  him  to  whom  it  was  fpoken  unto.  The  barons, 
who  in  time  pail  have  been  of  the  parliament,  bad 
ycfterday  a  convention  among  themfelves  in  the  church> 
in  very  honeft  and  quiet  fort ;  they  thought  it  good  to 
lequijie  to  be  reftored^  unto  thcir'anciei^t  liberty,  to  have 
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voice  ia  parKament.  They  prsfented  that  ^ay  a  biA 
unto  tile  lords  to  dtat  eStOt,  a  copy  wherei)f  (hall  be 
fent  as  foc»i  as  it  can  be  hid.  It  was  anfwered  vinto 
gendy,  and  taken  in  good  part.  It  was  referred  unto  the 
lords  of  the  articles,  when  they  are  cliofen,  to  refolve 
thcteupon.— — jHSfiv j/i/&«f/  a  hng  paragraph  ^oncirning  th 

fwtificaikns  ef  Du^r^   &c. -This  prefeat  momifigy 

viz.  the  <;fth,  I  onderftood,  that  the  lords  intended  to  be 
at  tbe  pariiament,  which  caufed  me  fomewhat  to  ftay  my 
letter,  to  fee  what  I  could  hear  or  learn  worth  the  re^ 
porting  unto  your  hon^    The  lords,  at  ten  of  the  clocks 
aflemUed  dietnfeiyes  at  the  palace,  where  the  doke  Reth  i 
from  whence  they  departed  towards  the  Tolbooth,   ad 
ther were  indignity.    Each  one  being  fet  m  his  feat,  in 
fucn  order  as  your  h.  fhatl  receive  them  m  this  IcrolL 
fhe  crown^  the  mace,  the  fword,  were  laid  in  the  queen*^ 
feat.    Silence  being  comntsinded,  the  L  of   Lidington 
began  his  oration.  He  excufed  his  infufficiency  to  occupy 
that  pla^.     He  made  a  brief  difconrfe  of  things  paft,  and 
of  what  neceffity  men  were  forced  unto  for  the  defence  of 
Acir  coimtry,  what  remedy  and  fupport  it  pleafed  God 
to  fend  diem  in  tfie  time  of  their  neceffity,  how  much  they 
were  bound  heartily  to  acknowledge  it,  and  to  require  it. 
He  took  away  the  perfuafion  that  was  in  many  mep's 
mind  that  lay  back,  thaf  mifdeemed  other  thmgs  to  be 
meant  than  was  attempted*     He  advifed  all  eftates  to  lay 
all  particulars  apart,  and  to  bend  themfelves  wholly  to 
the  true  fervice  of  God  and  of  their  country.    He  willed 
them  to  remember  in  what  (late  it  had  been  of  long  time 
for  lack  of  government,  and  exercife  of  juftice.    In  the 
end,  he  exhorted  them  to  mutual  amity  and  hearty  friend- 
fhtp,  and  to  live  with  one  another  as  members  all  of  one 
body.— ——'He  prayed  God  long  to  maintain  this  peace  and 
amity  with  all  princes,  efpecially  betwixt  the  reabns  of 
England  and  S<M>Cland,  in  the  fear  of  God,  and  fo  ended#  " 
The  clerk  of  regifter  immediately  ftood  up,  and  aflte^ 
them  to  what  matter  they  would  proceed :  it  was  thought 
neceflary,  that  the  articles  of  the  peace  (hould  be  confirmed 
with  the  common  confent,  for  that  it  was  thought  necef* 
fary  to  fend  them  away  with  fpeed  into  France,  and  to  re* 
ceive  the  ratification  of  them  as  ibon  as  might  be.     The 
articles  bdng  read,  were  immediately  agreed  unto :  a  day 
was  appoint^  to  have  certain  of  the  nobles  fubfcribe  unto 
the;p,  and  to  put  to  their  fealS)  to  be  fent  away  by  a 
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hefald^  who  fliall  alfo  bring  the  ratification  again  with 
him.  The  barons,  of  whom  I  have  above  written,  re- 
quired an  anfwer  to  their  requeft ;  fomewhat  was  faid, 
unto  the  contrary.  The  baron&  alledged  for  them  cuftom 
and  authority.  It  was  in  the  end  refolved,  that  there 
ihould  be  chofen  fix  to  join  with  the  lords  of  tlie  artidesi 
and  that  if  they,  after  good  advifement,  fhould  find  it  right 
and  neceflary  for  t)ie  commonwealth,  it  fliould  be  ratified 
at  this  parliament  for  a  perpetual  law.  The  lords  pro- 
ceeded immediately  hereupon,  to  the  chufing  of  the  lords 
of  the  articles.  The  order  is,  that  the  lords  fpiritual  chufe 
the  temporal,  and  the  temporal  the  fpiritual,  and  the 
burgefles  their  own.  There  were  chofen  as  in  this  other 
paper  I  have  written.  This  being  done,  the  lords  departed 
9nd  accompanied  the  duke,  all  as  far  as  the  Bow,  (which 
is  the  gate  going  out  of  the  high  (Ireet,)  and  many  down 
into  the  palace  where  he  lieth.  The  town  all  in  armour, 
the  trumpets  founding,  and  other  mufic  fuch  as  they 
h^ve.  Thus  much  I  report  unto  your  honour  of  that  I 
did  both  hear  and  fee.  Other  folemnities  have  not  been 
ufed,  faving  in  times  long  pad  the  lords  have  had  parlia- 
ment robes,  which  are  now  with  them  wholly  out  of  ufe. 

The  names  of  as  many  earU  and  lords  fpiritual  and 
temporal  as  are  afiembled  at  this  parliament. 


The  duke  of  Chatelherault. 


Earls. 

Arran. 
Argyll. 

Athole. 

Crawford. 

Cailils. 

MarflialL 

Morton. 

Glencaim. 

Sutherland. 

Caithnefs. 

Rothes. 

Mopteith. 


■\ 


Lords. 

Lords  fpiritual. 

Ermine. 

St.  Andrews. 

Ruthven. 

Dunkell. 

Lindfey. 

Athens. 

Somerville. 

The  bifliop  of  Ifles. 

Cathcart. 

Abbots  and  Priors,  I 

Hume. 

know  not  how  many. 

Livingfton. 

Innermeth. 

Boyd. 

Ogilvy.    . 

Fleming. 

Glamis. 

Gray. 

Ochiltree, 

VoraoUf 

The 
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as 


Temporal. 

Barons  elcfted  to  be  of 

the  Articles. 

The  Duke. 

Maxwell. 

Argyll. 

Tillibardine. 

Marihall. 

Cunninghamhead  • 

Atholc. 

Lochenvar. 

Morton. 

Pittarow. 

Glencairn. 

Lundy. 

Ruthvcn. 

Ten     Provofts     of      the 

Erlkine. 

chief     towns,      which 

Boyd. 

alfo    are    of    the    Ar- 

Lindfay. 

ticles. 

the  Subprior 

of  St.  Andrews,  the  whole 

The  Lord$  of  the  Articles. 

Spiritual. 

Athens. 

Mes. 

Lord  James. 

Arbroath. 

Newbottle 

Lindoris. 

Cowpar. 

Kinrofs. 

Kilwinning. 

So  that  with 
is  36. 

It  were  too  long  for  me  to  rehcarfc  particularly  the 
difpofition,  and  chiefly  the  afFeftions  of  thefe  men,  that 
are  at  this  time  chofen  lord  of  the  articles.  May  it  fatisfy 
your  hon'.  for  this  time  to'kno^v  that,  by  the  common 
opinion  of  men,  there  was  not  a  fubftantialler  or  more  fuf- 
ficient  number  of  all  forts  of  men  chofen  in  Scotland  thefe 
many  years,  nor  of  whom  men  had  greater  hope  of  good 
to  enfue.  This  prefent  morning,  viz.  the  Ttoth,  the  1. 
of  Lldington  made  me  privy  unto  your  letter ;  he  intend- 
eth,  as  much  as  may  be,  to  follow  your  advice.  Some 
hard  points  there  are.  He  himfelf  is  determined  not 
to  go  into  France.  He  allegeth  many  reafons,  but 
fpeaketh  leaft  of  that,  that  moveth  him  moft,  which  is 
the  example  of  the  laft,  that  went  on  a  more  grateful 
meflage  than  he  fliall  carry,  and  flood  on  other  terms  with 
their  prince  than  he  doth,  and  yet  your  honour  knoweth 
what  the  whole  world  judgeth. 


Petitioa  of  the  Lefler  Barons  to  the  Parliament, 
held  Aug.  1560. 


\  T  Y  lords,  unto  your '  lord  (hips,  humbly  means  ani  Indofed  m 
-*"^^    (hows,    w«    the   barons    and   freeholders  of   this  R>n^oJp*>*" 
realm,  your  brethren  in  Chrift,  That  whereas  the  caufes  of  ^edi/isth 
true  religion,  and  common  well  of  this  realm,  are,  .in  this  Aug.  1560.L 
prefcxit  parliament,  to  be  treated,  ordered,  and  edablifhed, 
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to  the  glory  of  God,  and  maintenance  of  the  common- 
^wealth}  and  we  being  the  gmateft  nundier  in  proportion, 
where  the  faid  caufes  concern,  and  has  been,  and  yet  are 
ready  to  bear  the  greatcft  part  of  the  charge  thereuntil, 
as  well  in  peace  as  in  war,  both  with  our  bodies  and 
with  our  goods  •,  and  feeing  there  is  no  place  where  we 
may  do  better  fervice  now  uian  in  general  councils  and 
parliaments,  in  giving  our  bcft  advice  and  reafon,  vote 
and  councell  for  the  uirtherance  thereof,  for  the  mainte- 
nance of  virtue  and  punifliment  of  vice,  as  ufe  and  cuftom 
^  had  been  of  old  by  ancient  afts  of  parliament  obferved 

in  this  realm ;  and  whereby  we  underftand  that  we  ought 
to  be  heard  to  reafon  and  vote  in  all  caufes  concerning 
the  commonwealth,  as  well  in  councils  as  in  parliament ; 
otherwife  we  think  that  whatfomever  ordinances  and  fta« 
tutes  be  made  concerning  us  and  our  eftate,  we  not  being 
required  and  fuffered  to  reafon  and  vote  at  the  making 
thereof  that  the  fame  (bouki  not  oblige  us  to  ftand  dtere- 
to*  Therefore  it  will  pleafe  your  lordihips  to  take  con- 
lideration  thereof,  and  of  the  diaige  bom,  and  to  be  born 
.  by  us,  fince  we  are  willing  to  ferve  truly  to  the  eovnmon 
well  of  this  realm,  after  our  eftate,  tliat  ye  will,  in  this 
^refent  parliament,  and  all  confeUs,  where  the  common 
well  of  the  realm  is  to  be  treated,  take  our  advice,  coun- 
fell  and  vote,  fo  that,  without  the  fame,  your  lordihipt 
would  fuff^r  nothing  to  be  pafled  a^d  concluded  in  par-^ 
liament  or  councils  aforefaid  i  and  that  all  z€ts  of  par- 
liament made,  in  times  paft,  concerning  us  for  oar  pla<^ 
and  eftate,  and  in  our  favour,  be  at  this  prefent  parliament 
confirmed,  approved,  and  ratified,  and  a£i  of  p^liament 
Aiade  thereupon*  And  your  lordihips  anfwer  humbly 
hefeeches* 

Ofthefuccefs  tftbis  petition^  thefoUoHving  a^couni  isghing 
hy  Kandclph;  Lett*  to  CeciU  19  Aug.  1560.  The  mat- 
ters concluded  and  paft  by  common  confent  on  Saturday 
laft,  in  fuch  (blemn  fort  as  the  firft  day  that  they  aflem- 
bled,  are  thefe:  Eirft,  that  the  barons  according  to^an  old 
a£l  of  parliament,  made  in  the  time  of  James  I.  in  the  year 
of  God  1427,  (hall  have  free  voice  in  parliamenti  this  a& 
ipafled  without  any  contradidton. 
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A  letter  of  Thomas  Randolph,  the  EngUfli  rcfident, 
to  the  right  worfhipful  Sir  William  Cecil,  kot. 
principal  fecretary  to  the  queen's  majefty. 

T  HavE  received  ytmr  honour's  letters  of  the  (iril  of  this  9  Aup 
*  month,  written  at  Ofyes  in  Eflcx  j  and  alfo  a  letter  \^''S*^ 
unto  the  lord  James>  from  his  kinfman  St.  Come  out  of  ^  '  '^' 
France,  in  this  they  ame  both  that  the  queen  of  Scotland 
is  nething  changed  of  her  purpofe  in  home  coming.  I 
^liTure  your  honour  that  will  be  a  flout  adventure  for  a 
&ckcrafed  woman,  that  may  be  doubted  as  well  what  may 
happen  unto  her  upon  the  feas,  as  alfo  how  heartily  (he 
may  be  received  when  {he  cometh  to  land  of  a  great  num- 
ber, who  are  utterly  perfuaded  that  ihe  intendcth  their 
utter  ruin,  come  when  flie  will.}  the  preparence  is  very 
fmall  whcnfoever  that  ihe  arrive,  fcarccly  any  man  can  be 
pg;fuaded  that  (he  hath  any  fuch  thought  in  her  head.  I 
have  fliown  your  honour's  letter  unto  oie  lord  James,  lord 
Morton,  lord  Lidington;  they  wiih,  as  your  honour  doth, 
that  (he  might  be  flayed  yet  for  a  fpace,  and  if  it  were 
not  for  their  obedience  fake,  fome  of  them  care  not  tho* 
they  never  faw  her  face.  They  travel  what  they  can  to 
prevent  the  wicked  devices  of.  thefe  mifchievous  purpofeg 
of  her  miniflers,  but  I  fear  that  that  will  always  be  found 
that  fim  hujus  feculi,  they  do  what  they  can  to  fland  with 
the  religion,  and  to  maintain  amity  with  their  neighbours^ 
they  have  alfo  need  to  look  unto  themfelves,  tot  their  ha- 
2ard  is  great,  and  that  they  fee  there  is  no  remedy  nor 
fafcty  for  themfelves,  but  to  repofe  thcmfejves  upon  the 
queen's  majeily,  our  fovereign's  favour  and  fupport^ 
Friends  abroad  they  have  none,  nor  many  in  whom  they 
may  truft  at  home.  There  are  in  mind  fhortly  to  try  what 
they  may  be  afTured  at  of  the  queen's  majefty,  and  what 
they  noay  afTuredly  perform  of  that  they  intend  to  offer  for 
their  parties.  This  the  queen  of  Scotland  above  all  other 
things  doubteth^  this  ihe  feeketh  by  all  means  to  pre« 
vent ;  and  hath  caufed  St.  Come,  in  her  name,  eameflly 
to  write  to  charge  him  that  no  fuch  things  be  attempted 
beSore  her  coming  home;  for  that  it  is  faid,  that  they  top 
already  arrived  here  out  of  England  for  the  purpofe,  what 
femblaficc  foitiever  the  noblemen  do  make,  that  they  are 
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grieved  with  their  queen's  refufal,  that  cometh  far  from 
their  hearts.  Tliey  intend  to  cxpoftnlate  with  me  here- 
upon. I  have  my  anfwer  ready  enough  for  them.  If  (he 
thruft  Engliflimen  all  out  of  this  (fountry,  I  do^bt  not 
but  there  will  be  fome  of  her  own  that  will  bear  us  fomc 
kindnefs.  Of  me  (he  fliall  be  quit^  fo  foon  as  it  pleafeth 
the  queen's  majefty,  my  miftrefs,  no  longer  to  ufe  my  fer- 
vice  in  this  place.  By  fuch  talk,  as  I  have  of  late  had  with 
the  lofd  Jatties  arid  lord  of  Lidington,  I  perceive  that 
they  are  of  mind  that  immediately  of  the  next  convention, 
1  (hall  repair  towards  you  with  tneir  determinations,  and 
tefolutions,  in  all  purpofes,  wherein  your  honour's  advice 
is  earneftly  required,  and  (hortly  loolced  for.  Whatfom- 
cver  I  defire  myfelf,  I  know  my  will  ought  to  be  fubjeft 
unto  the  queen  my  foVereign's  pleafure,  but  to  content 
myfelf,  would  God  I  were  fo  happy  as  to  ferve  her  majefty 
In  as  mean  a  ftate  ^s  ever  poor  gentleman  did,  to  be  quit 
of  tliis  place ;  not  that  I  do  in  my  heart  wax  weary  of 
her  majefty's  fervice,  but  becaufe  my  time  and  years  re- 
*  quire  fome  place  of  more  repofe  and  quietnefs  than  I  find 
in  this  country.  I  doubt  slfo  my  infufficience  when  other 
troubles  in  this  country  arife,  or  ought  (hall  be  required 
of  me  to  the  acWancement  of  her  majefty*s  fervice,  that 
cither  my  wiil  is  not  able  to  compnfs,  or  my  credit  fufE- 
clent  to  work  to  that  efTeft,  as  perchance  (hall  be  locked 
for  at  my  hands.  As  your  honour  hath  been  a  means  of 
my  continuance  in  this  room,  fo  I  truft  that  I  (hall  find 
that  continual  favour  at  your  hands,  that  fo  foon  as  it  (hafl 
ft  and  with  the  queen's  majefty's  pleafure,  I  may  give  this 
place  unto  fome  far  worthier  than  I  am  myfelf,  and  in  the 
mean  feafon  have  my  courfe  direfted  by  your  good  advice 
how  I  may  by  my  contrivance  do  fome  fuch  fervice  as  may 
be  agreeable  to  her  majefty's  will  and  pleafure. 

These  few  words,  I  am  bold  to  write  uuto  your  ho- 
nour of  myfelf.  For  the  reft,  where  that  is  wifhed'that 
the  lords  will  ftoutly  continue  yet  for  one  month,  I  aiFure 
your  honour  that  there  is  yet  nothing  omitted  of  their  old 
and  accuftbmed  manner  of  doing,  and  feeing  that  they  have 
brought  that  unto  this  point,  and  ftiould  now  prevail,  they 
were  unworthy  of  their  lives. 

I  FIND  not  that  they  are  purpofcd  fo  to  leave  the  inat- 
ter.  I  doubt  more  her  money  than  I  do  her  faif  words;, 
and  yet  can  I  not  conceive  what  great  things  can  be 
wrought  with  forty  tlioufand  crowns,  and  treafure  of  her 
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own  here  I  know  there  is  no  fure  or  ready  means  to  get 
it.  The  lord  of  Lidington  leaveth  nothing  at  this  time 
unwritten,  that  he  thinketh  mav  be  able  to  fatisfye  your 
defire,  in  knowledge  of  the  present  ftate  of  things  here. 
Whatfomever  cometh  of  that,  he  findeth  it  ever  beft,  that 
(he  come  not;  but  if  (he  do  come,  to  let  her  know,  at  the 
firft,  what  (he  fhall  find,  which  is  due  obedience,  and 
willing  fervice,  if  fhe  embrace  Chrift,  and  defirc  to  lire  ^ 

in  peace  with  her  neighbours.  By  fuch  letters  as  you 
have  laft  received,  your  honour  fomewhat  undcrftandeth 
of  Mr.  Knox  himfelf,  and  aHb  of  others,  what  i&  deter- 
mined, he  himfelf  to  abide  the  uttermoft,  and  other  never 
to  leave  him  until  God  have  taken  his  life,  and  thus  to-*^ 
gether  with  what  comfort  foxnever'  it  will  pleafe  you  to 
give  him  by  your  letters,  that  the  queen's  majefty  doth  not 
utterly  condemn  him,  or  at  the  lead  in  that  point,  that  he 
is  fo  fore  charged  with  by  his  own  queen,  that  her  majefty 
will  not  allow  her  doing.     I  doubt  not  but  it  will  be  a  ^ 

great  comfort  unto  him,  and  will  content  many  others  : 
his  daily  prayer  is  for  the  maintenance  of  unity  with  Eng- 
land, and  that  God  will  never  fufFcr  men  to  be  fo  ungrate, 
as  by  any  perfuafion  to  run  headlong  unto  the  deftru£tion 
of  them  that  have  faved  their  lives,  and  reftored  their 
country  to  liberty.  I  leavfe  farther,  at  this  time,  to  trouble 
your  honour,  defiring  God  to  fend  fuch  an  amity  between 
thefe  two  realms  that  God  may  be  glorified  to  them  oi 
this  world. — At  Edenbourgh  the  9th  of  Auguft  1561. 

No.  VI.    <Vol.  11.  p.  55,) 

A  letter  of  Queen  Elizabeth  to  C)ueen  Mary% 

To  the  right  excellent,  right  high,  and  mighty  princeffe, 
our  right  dear  and  weil-beloved  (ifter  and'  coufin  the 
queen  of  Scotland. 
TlIGHT  excellent,  right  high,  and  mighty  princeffe,  16th  of 
■"'  our  right  tlear  and  right  well-beloved  fifter  and  cou-  p"*i.'ff J* 
fm,  we  greet  you  well.     The  lord  of  St.  Cofme  brought  fice,ffomt 
to  us  your  letters,  dated  the  8th  of  this  prefent  at  Ab-  c<>py' 
beville,  whereby  ye  fignify,  that  although  by  the  anfwer 
brought  to  you  by  monfnsur  Doyzell,  ye  might  have  had 

'This  it  the  complete  pafier  of  which  that  indaftriaus  and  impartial co^ ^  # 

ledor,  biihop  fCeitby  has  pHbiilQicd  a  fr^gnient,  Irom  what  he  caUs  his  ihattered  ,  . 
MS.  154.  note  (a)  i8li  '  j. 
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occafion  to  have  entered  intp  fomc  doubt  of  our  amity,  yet 
after  certain  purpofes  paffed  betwixt  you  and  our  ambaf- 
fador,  you  would  aflnre  us  of  your  good  meaning  to  live 
with  us  in  amity,  and  for  your  purpofe  therein  ye  require 
tis  to  give  credit  to  the  faid  St»  Colme.  We  have  there- 
unto thought  good  to  anfwer  as  foUoweth:  The  fame 
St.  Cofme  hath  made  like  declaration  unto  us  on  your  part, 
for  your  excufe  in  not  ratifying  the  treaty,  as  yourfelf 
made  to  our  ambaffador,  and  we  have  briefly  anfwered  to 
every  the  fame  points,  as  he  can  fliew  you :  and  if  he 
(hall  not  fo  do,  yet  leaft  in  the  mean  feafpn.  you  might  be 
induced  to  think  that. your  reafons  has  fatisfied  us,  fomcr- 
ally  we  aflure  you,  that  to  our  requefts  your  anfwer  can- 
not be  reputed  for  a  fatisfaftion.  For  we  require  no  be- 
nefit of  you,  but  that  you  will  perform  your  promife  where- 
unto  you  are  bound  by  your  feal  and  your  hand,  for  the 
refufal  whereof  we  fee  no  reafon  alledged  can  ferve.  Nei- 
ther covet  we  any  thing,  but  that  which  is  in  your  own 
"  power  as  queen  of  Scotland,  that  which  yourfelf  in  words 

and  fpeech  doth  confefs,  that  which  your  laje  hufband's 
our  good  brother^s  ambafladors  and  you  concluded,  that 
which  your  own  nobility  and  people  were  made  privy  un- 
toi  that  which  indeed  made  peace  and  quietnefs  betwixt  us, 
yea  that  without  which  no  perfeft  amity  can  continue 
betwixt  us,  as  if  it  be  indifferently  weighed,  we  doub^ 
not  but  ye  will  perceive,  allow,  and  accomplifti.  Never- 
thelefs,  perceiving,  by  the  report  of  the  bringer,  that  you 
mean  furthwith  upon  your  coming  home,  to  follow  herein 
the  advice  of  your  council  in  Scotland,  we  are  content  ta 
fufpend  our  conceipt  of  all  unkindnefs,  and  do  aflure  you 
that  we  be  fully  refolved,  ijpon  this  being  performed,  ta 
unite  a  fure  band  of  amity,  and  to  live  in  neighbourhood 
M^ith  yoii  as  quietly,,  friendly,  yea  as  affuredly  in  the  knot 
of  friendfhip,  as  we  be  in  the  knot  of  nature  and  blood. 
And  herein  we  be  fo  earneftly  determined,  that  the  world 
fhould  fee  if  the  contrary  fliould  follow  (which  God  for- 
bid) the  very  occafion  to  be  in  you  and  not  in  us ;  as  the 
ftory  witnefleth  the  like  of  the  king  your  father,  our  uncle> 
with, whom  our  father  fought  to  nave  knitt  a  perpetual 
bond  by  inviting  to  come  in  this  realm  to  York,  of  which 
matter  we  know  there  remain  with  us,  and  we  tliink 
with  you,  fundry  witnefles  of  our  father's  earneft  good 
n  meaning,  and  of  the  error  whereunto  divers  evil  council-^ 

lors  induced  your  father  5  or  finally  where  it  feemeth  that 
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teport  hath  been  made  unto  you,  that  we  had  fent  our 
admiral  to  the  feas  with  our  navy  to  empcache  your  pat* 
fagc,  both  your  fervants  do  well  underftand  how  falfe 
that  is,  knowing  for  a  truth  that  we  have  not  any  more 
than  two  or  three  fmall  barks  upon  the  feas,  to  apprehend 
certain  pirates,  being  thereto  entreated,  and  almoft  com- 
pelled, by  the  earned  complaint  of  the  ambalTador  of 
our  good  brother  the  king  of  Spain,  made  of  certain  Scot* 
tilhmen  haunting  our  feas  as  pirates,  under' pretence  of 
letters  of  marque,  of  which  matter  alfo  we  eameftly  re- 
quire you,  at  your  coming  to  your  realme,  to  have  fome 
good  confideration,  and  the  rather  for  refpe£k  that  ought  to 
he  betwixt  your  realme  and  the  countries  of  us,  of  France, 
of  Spain,  and  of  the  houfe  of  Burgundy.  And  fo,  right 
excellent,  right  high,  and  mighty  princefs,  we  recommend 
us  to  you  with  mod  eameft  requeft,  not  to  negle£i  thefe 
our  friendly  and  fifterly  oflFers  of  friendihip,  which,  before 
God,  we  mean  and  intend  to  accomplifli.  Given  under 
our  fignet  at  Henyngham  the  i6th  of  Auguft,  in  the  third 
year  of  our  reign. 

No.  VII.    (Vol.  n.  p.  89-) 

A  letter  of  Randolph  to  the  right  honourable  Sir 
William  Cecil,  knight,  principal  fecretary  to  the 
queen's  majefty. 

\F  late,  until  the  arrival  of  monfieur  Le  Croch,  I  had  J^***^  g 
nothing  worth  the  writing  unto  your- honour. — ^Be-  Pa^r-of.^' 
fore  his  comii^g  we  had  fo  little  to  hint  upon  that  we  ficc,  from 
did  nothing  but  pafs    our   time  in  feafts,   banquetting,  'hc^'^'n*** 
maflcing,  and  running  at  the  ring,  and  fuch  Hke.     Hoi 
brought  with  him  fuch  a  number  of  letters,  and  fuch  abun«. 
dance  of  news,  that,  for  the  fpace  of  three  days,  we  gave 
ourfelvcs  to  nothing  elfe  but  to  reading  of  writings,  and 
hearing  of  tales,  many  fo  truly  reported,  that  they  might 
be  compared  to  any  that  ever  Luciane  did  write  de  veris 
narrationit>us.     Among  all  his  tidings,  for  the  moft  afi 
fured,  I  fend  this  unto  your  honour  as  an  undoubted  truth, 
which  is,  that  the  cardinal  of  Lorraine,  at  his  being  with 
the  emperor,  moved  a  marriage  between  his  youngeft  iotig 
the  duke  of  Aftruche,  and  this  queen  j  wherein  he  hath  • 

fo  far  travailed,  that  it  hath  already  come  untci  this  point* 
that  if  iheiind  it  goodj  the  fai4  duke  will  put  of  h^:ftn4 
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hither  his  ambaflador,  and  farther  proceed  to  the  confuni" 
mation  hereof,  with  as  convenient  fpeed  as  may  be ;  and 
to  the  intent  her  mind  may  be  the  better  known,  Le  Croch 
18  Cent  unto  her  with  this  meflage  from  the  cardinal,  who 
hath  promifed  unto  the  emperor,  to  have  word  again  be- 
fore the  end  of  May ;  and  for  this  caufe  Le  Croch  is  ready 
for  his  departure,  and  his  letters  writing  both  day  and 
night.  This  queen  being  before  advertized  of  his  towaid- 
nefs,  by  many  means  hath  fought  far  off,  ^to  know  my 
lord  of  Murray*8  mind  herein,  but  would  never  fo  plainly 
deal  with  him,  that  he  could  learn  what  her  meaning  is, 
or  how  fhe  is  bent.     She  ufeth  no  man's  council,  but  only 
this  man's  that  laft  arrived,  and  afluredly  until  the  1.  of 
Lidington's  retm-n,  (he  will   do  what   Ihe  can  to  keep 
that  fecret ;  and  becaufe  refolution  in  his  ibfence  cannot  be 
taken,  (he  will,  for  this  time,  return  Le  Croch  withrequcft, 
to  have  longer  time  to  devife  ;  and  after,  with  the  moft 
fpeed  (he  can,  (he  fully  purpofeth  to  adi^ertife  him,  I  mean, 
her  uncle  the  cardinal,  of  her  mind.     Of  this  matter  the 
I.  of  Lidington  is  made  privy,     I  know  not  whether  by 
fome  intelligence  that  he  had  before  his  departure,  or  fince 
his  arrival  in  France,  divers  letters  have  palTcd  between 
her  grace  and  him,  whereof  as  much  as  it  imported  not 
greatly  the  knowledge  of,  was  communicated  to  fome, 
as  mucli  as  was  written  in  fypher  is  kept  untothemfelves. 
Whether  alfo  the  1.  of  Lidmgton  hath  had  conferrence 
with  the  Spanifh  ambaiTador  in  England  of  this  matter 
or  any  like,  I  leave  it  unto  your  honour's  good  means 
to  get  true  knowledge  thereof.     Gueffes  or  furmi2fes  in 
fo  grave  matters,  I  would  be  loth  to  write  for  verities. 
This  alfo  your  honour  may  take  for  truth,  that  the  em- 
peror hath  oiiered  with  his  fon,  for  this  queen's  dower, 
the  county  of  Tyroll,  which  is  faid  to  be  worth  30,000 
franks  by  year.     Of  this  matter  alfo  the  rhingrave  wrote 
a  letter  unto  this  queen,  out  of  France  not  long  (ince* 
This  is  all  that  prefently  I  can  write  unto  your  honour 
hereof;  as  I  can  come  by  farther  knowledge,  your  honour 
fhall  be  informed. 

^    I  HAVE  received  your  honour's  writings  by  the  Scot- 
ti(h  man  that  laft  came  into  thefe  parts ;  he  brought  alfo 
letters  unto  this  queen  from  the  1.  of  Lidington ;  their 
*  date  was  old,  and  contained  only  the  news  of  France. 

I  perceive  divers  ways,  that  Newhaven  is  forre  clofed, 
but  I  am  not  fo  ignorant  of  their  nature  but  that  I  know 

ther 
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they  will  fay  as  much  as  they  dare  do,  I  will  not  fay  as 
the  prorarb  doth,  ^  canis  timidus  fortius  latrat.'  From 
hence  I  do  aflure  them,  what  means  fomcver  they  make, 
or  how  pitiful  fomever  their  monebe,  they  are  like  to  re- 
cei?e  but  fmall  comfort  for  all  their  long  allie.  We 
ftand  daily  in  doubt  what  fricndfliip  we  (hall  need  our- 
felf,  except  we  put  better  order  into  our  mifrulcd  papifts 
than  yet  we  do,  or  know  how  to  bring  to  pafs  that  we 
may  be  void  of  their  comber. 

To-morrow,  the  1 5th  of  this  inftant,  the  quecrl  dc- 
parteth  of  this  town,  towards  Edenborough.  If  my  hap 
be  goody  you  fliall  thoroughly  hear  fome  merry  tidings  of 
the  bp.  of  St.  Andrews  j  upon  Wednefday  next  he  fhall 
be  arreigned,  and  five  other  priefts,  for .  their  maffing 
>at  Eafter  laft.  Thus  moft  humbly  I  take  my  leave  j  at 
St.  Andrews  the  J5th  of  May,  1563. 


N0.VIIL     (Vol.  n.  p.  99.) 

Letter  of  Randolph  to  the  right  honourable  Sir 
William  Cecil,  knight,  principal  fecretary  to  the 
queen's  majefty. 

MAY  it  pleafe  your  honour,  the  7th  of  this  inftant,  »oth  of 
Rowlet,  this  queen's  fecretary,  arrived  here  5  he  p/'^''^63- 
rcporteth  very  honeftly  of  his  good  ufage,  he  brought  fice,*fr^ai 
with  him  many  letters  unto  the  queen  that  came  out  pf  5^«oripioal 
France,  full  of  lamentation  and  forrow.    She  received  j^**®''* 
from  the  queen  mother  two  letters,  the  one  contained 
only  the  rehearfal  of  her  griefs,  the  other  fignify  the- 
ffate  of  France  as  then  it  was,  as  in  what  fort  things  were 
accorded,  and  what  farther  was  intended  for  the  appealing 
of  the  difcords  there,  not  miftrufting  but  that  if  reafon* 
could  not  be  had  at  the  queen  of  England's  hands,  but. 
that  the  realm  of  France  (hould  find  her  ready  and  wil-. 
ling  to  fupport  and  defend  the  right  thereof,  as  by  friend- 
(hip  and  old  alliance  between  the  two  realms  fhe  is 
bound. 

How  well  thefe  words  do  agree  with  her  doings  your 

honour  can  well  confider,  and  by  her  writings  in  this  fort 

unto  this  queen,  (which  I  aflure  your  honour  is  true,)  you 

may  afluredly  know,  that  nothing  (hall  be  left  undone 
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of  her  part,  that  may  move  debate  or  eontroverfie  between 
this  queen  and  our  fovereign. 

It  was  much  mufed  by  the  queen  herfelf,  how  this 
new  kindnefs  came  about,  that  at  this  time  (he  received 
two  long  letters  written  all  with  her  own  hand,  faying,  all 
the  time  fince  her  return  fhe  never  received  half  fo  many 
lines  as  were  in  one  of  the  letters,,  which  4  can  myfelf 
teftify  by  the  queen's  own  faying,  and  other  good  af- 
furance,  where  hitherto  I  have  not  been  deceived.  I  can 
alfo  farther  aflure  yoiir  honour,  that  this  queen  hath  fayed 
that  (he*  knoweth  now,  that  the  friendfhip  of  the  queen's 
majefty  my  fovereign  may  ftand  her  more  in  ftead,  than 
that  of  her  good  mother  in  France,  and  as  (he  is  defi« 
rous  of  them  both,  fo  will  (he  not  ,lofe  the  one  for  the 
•other.  I  may  alfo  farther  aflure  your  honour,  that  what- 
fomever  the  occafion  is,  thiS;  queen  hath  fomewhat  in  her 
heart  that  will  burft  out  in  time,  which  will  manifeft  that 
fome  unkindnefs  hath  paffed  between  them,  that  will  not 
be  eafy  forgotten.  In  talk  fometimes  with  myfelf,  fhe  faith 
that  the  queen  mother  might  have  ufed  the  matter  other- 
wife  than  (he  hath  done,  and  doth  much  doubt  what  (hall 
be  the  fuccefs  of  her  great  defire  to  govern  alone,  in  all 
things  to  have  her  will.  Seeing  then  that  prefendy  they 
ftand  in  fuch  terms  one  with  the  other,  I  tho^t  it  better 
to  confirm  her  in  that  mind,  (this  queen  I  mean,)  than 
to  fpeak  any  word  that  might  caufe  her  to  conceive  bet- 
ter of  the  other,  And  yet  I  am  afTured  flie  (hall  receive 
as  friendly  letters,  and  as  many  good  words  from  this 
queen,  as  the  other  did  write  unto  her.  Whether  the 
queen  mother  will  fpeak  any  thing  unto  the  1.  of  Li- 
dington  of  that  purpofe  ftie  did  write  unto  this  queen 
of,  I  know  not  5  but  if  fhe  do,  I  think  it  hard  if  your  ho- 
nour can  get  no  favour  thereof,  at  his  return,  or  I  per- 
chance by  fome  means  here.  It  may  perchance  be  writ- 
ten only  by  that  queen,  to  try  what  anfwer  this  queen 
will  give,  or  underftand  what  mind  fhe  beareth  unto  the 
queen*s  majefly  our  fovereign.  The  queen  knoweth  now 
that  the  carl  Bothwell  is  fent  for  to  London.  3hc  ctufed 
a  gentleman  of  hers  to  enquire  the  caufe  ^  I  anfwered 
that  I  knew  pone  other,  but  that  his  takers  were  in  coflr 
troverfy  who  took  him,  and  that  it  fhould  be  judged 
there.  .1  know  that  fhe  thinketh  much  that  he  is  not  fent 
into  Scotland.  It  is  yet  greatly  doubted  that  if  he  were 
fecre,  he  would  be  feferved  fpf  an  evil  ihflrument.    If 
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the  lord  of  Lidington  have  not  been  plain  with  your  ho-* 
flour  herein,  he  is  in  the  wrong  to  thofe  who  arc  his 
friends  here,  but  moft  of  all  to  himfelf.  There  comes 
a  vulture  in  this  realm,  if  ever  that  man  come  again  into 
credit. 

No.  IX.    (VoL  11.  p.  107.) 

The  oration  made  by  William  Maitland  of  Le- 
thington,  younger  fecretary  fpr  the  time,  in  the 
parliament  holden,  by  our  fovereign  the  king's 
mother,  queen  of  this  realm  for  the  time,^the 
time  of  the  reftitution  of  Umquile  Matthew  earl 
of  Lenox. 

VfY  lords,  and  others  here  conrened.  Albeit,  be 
•^'•*"  that  it  has  pleafed  her  majefty  moft  gracioufly  to 
utter  unto  you,  by  her  own  mouth,  ye  may  have  (uffiK 
ciently  conceived  the  caufe  of  this  your  prefent  afiembly; 
yet  having  her  majefty's  commandment  to  fupply  my 
lord  chancellor's  place,  bfcing  prcfently  as  ye  fee  dc- 
ceafed,  I  am  willed  to  exprefs  the  fame  fomewhat  more 
at  large. 

Notour  it  is,  how,  in  her  highnefs's  minority,-  a  pro^ 
cefs  of  forfaltour  was  decreed  againft  my  lord  of  Len^ 
nox,  for  certain  offences  alledged  committed  by  him; 
ipecified  in  the  dome  and  cenfement  of  parliament  given 
diereupon;  by  reafon  whereof  he  has  this  long  time 
been  exiled,* and  abfent  forth  of  his  native  country;  how 
grevious  the  fame  has  been  dnto  him,  it  has  well  appeared 
by  divers  his  fuites,  fundry  ways  brought  unto  her  ma- 
jefty's  knowledge,  not  only  containing  moft  humble  and 
due  fubmiffion,  but  always  bearing  witnefs  of  his  good 
devotion  to  her  majefty,  his  natural  princefs,  and  earnefl: 
afiie£tion  he  had  to  her  highnefs  moft  humble  fervice,  if 
it  (hould  plcafe  her  majefty  of  her  clemency  to  make  hint 
able  to  enjoy  the  benefit  of  a  fubjcii;  many  refpc£ts 
might  have  moved  her  highnefs  favourably  to  incline  to 
his  requeft,  as  the  anciency  of  his  houfe,  and  the  fir- 
name  he  bears,  the  honour  he  has  to  appertain  to  her 
wajefty  by  affinity,  by  reafon  of  my  lady  Margaret  her 
highnefs's  aunt,  and  divers  other  his  good  confidera^ 
tious,  as  alfo  the  afiedtuous  requeft  of  ber  gocxt  fifter  the 
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queen's  majcfty  of  England,  whofe  eamcft  commendation 
was  not  of  Icaft  moment,  bcfides  that  of  her  own  natu- 
ral, her  majefty  has  a  certain  inclination  to  pity  the  de- 
cay of  noble  houfes,  and  as  we  heard,  by  her  own  report, 
has  a  great  deal  more  pleafure  to  be  the  inftrument  of 
the  uphold,  maintenance,  and  advancement  of  the  ancient 
blood,  than  to  have  matter  miniftred  of  the  decay  or 
overthrow  of  any  good  race.  Upon  this  occaGon,  her 
majefty  the  more  tenderly  looked  upon  his  requefl,  and 
her  good  fifter  the  queen  of.  England's  favourable  letter, 
written  for  recommendation  of  his  caufe,  in  confideration 
whereof  not  only  has  flie  granted  unto  him  her  letter  of 
reftitution,  by  way  of  grace,  but  alfo  licenfed  him  to  pur- 
fue,  by  way  of  reduftion,  the  remedies  provided  by  the 
law  for  fuch  as  think  themfelves  grieved  by  any  judgment, 
unorderly  led,  and  to  have' the  procefs  reverfed;  for  exa- 
mination whereof,  it  has  pleafed  her  majefty  prefently  to 
affemblc  you  the  three  eftatcs  of  this  her  realme,  by 
whofe  advice,  deliberation,  and  decifion  at  her  majefty's 
jjiind,  to  proceed  forward  upon  his  complaints^  as  the 
merits  of  the  caufe,  laws  of  the  realm,  and  practice  ob- 
ferved  in  fuch  cafes,  will  bear  out.  The  fum  of  all  your 
proceedings  at  this  time,  being  by  that  we  have  heard,  thus 
as  it  were  pointed  out,  I  might  here  end,  if  the  matter 
we  have  in  hand  gave  me  not  occafion  to  fay  a  few  more 
words,  not  far  different  from  the  fame  fubje£t,  wherein 
I  would  extend  the  circumftances  more  largely*  If  I 
feared  npt  to  offend  her  highnefs,  whofe  prefeiice  and 
modeft  nature  abhors  long  fpeaking  and  adulation,  atid 
fo  will  compel  me  to  fpcak  fuch  things,  as  may  feem  to 
tend  to  any  good  and  perfcd  point  i  and  left  it  fhould 
be  compted  to  me,  as  that  I  were  oblivious,  if  I  ihould 
omit  to  put  you  in  remembrance,  in  what  part  we  may  ac- 
cept this,  and  the  like  demoni^rations  of  her  gentill  na- 
ture; whofe  gracio^us  behaviour  towards  all  her  fubje&s, 
in  general,  may  ferve  for  a  good  proof  of  that  feUcity, 
we  may  look  for  under  her  happy  government  fo  long 
as  it  (hall  pleafe  God  to  grant  her  unto  us;  for  a  good 
barmonv  to  be  had  in  tlie  common  weill,  the  offices  be*^ 
tween  the  prince  and  the  fubjedis  muft  be  reciproquc; 
as  by  her  majcfty's  prudence  we  enjoy  this  prcfent  peace 
with  all  foreign  nations,  and  quietnefs  among  yourfelvest 
ni  fuch  fort,  that  I  think  juftly  it  may  be  affirmed  Scotland, 
in  no  man's  age«  that  prefently  livesy  was  in  greater 
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tranquillity;  fo  is  it  the  duty  of  all  us  her  loving  fubjedft 
to  acknowledge  the  fame  as  a  moft  high  benefit,  proceed^ 
ing  from  the  good  government  of  her  majeilyj^  declaring 
ourfclves  thankful  for  the  fame,  and  rendering  to  her  ma- 
jefty  fuch  due  obedience,  as  a  juff  prinae  may  loqk  for. 
at  the  hands  of  faithful  and  obedient  fubjeils.  I  niean^ 
no  forced  nor  unwilling  obedience,  which  I  know  her 
nature  does  deteft,  but  fuch  as  proceeds  from  the  con-» 
templation  of  her  modeft  kind  of  regiment,  will  for  love 
and  duty  fake  produce  the  fruits  thereof.  A  good  proof 
have  we  all  in  general  had- of  her  majefty's  benignity 
thefe  three  years,  that  Ihe  has  lived  in  the  government 
over  you,  and  many  of  you  have  largely  tailed  of  her  large 
liberality  and  frank  dealing ;  on  the  other  part  her  high* 
iKfs  has  had  large  appearance  of  your  dutiful  obedience, 
fo  it  becomes  you  to  continue,,  as  we  have  begut),  in  co$- 
Meration  of  the  many  notable  examples  of  her  clemency 
above  oeher3  her  good  qualities,  and  to  abhor  and  deteft 
all  faife  bruites  and  rumours,  which  arc  the  moft  peftilent 
evils  that  can  be,  in  any  common  weil,  and  the  fowers  and 
inventors  thereof.  Then  may  we  be  well  aifured  to  have 
of  her  an  moft  gracious  princefTe,  and  ihe  moft  faithful  and 
k)ving  fubje&s  \  and  fo  both  the  head  and  the  members, 
being  encouraged  to  maintain  the  harmony  and  accord  of 
the  politic  bodies,  whereof  I  made  mention  before,  as 
the  glory  thereof  ihall  partly  appertain  to  her  majefty, 
fo  fhall  no  fmall  praife  and  unfpeakable  commodity  re- 
dound therethrough  to  you  all  imiverfally  her  fubjeiis. 

NoX-     (Vein.  p.  1 1 8.) 

The  perils  and  troubles  ths.t  may  prefently  enfue, 
and  in  time  to  come  folliow,  to  the  queen's  ma* 
jefty  of  England  and  ftate  of  this  realm,  upon 
the  marriage  of  the  queen  of  Scots  to  the  lord 
Darley. 

THIRST,  the  minds  of  fuch  as  be  afFe£lcd  to  the  queen 
•*•  of  Scotts,  either  for  herfelf  or  for  the  opinion  of 
her  pretence  to  this  crown,  or  for  the  defire  to  havA 
diange  of  the  forme  of  religion  in  this  realm,  or  fo*  the 
difcontentation  they  have  of  the  queen's  majefty,  or  hcf 
(ucccflion,  or  of  the  fvcceffim  of  any  other  bcfide  the 
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queen  of  ScoYts,  ihall  be»  by  this  marriage  ereded, 
comforted,  and  induced  to  devife  and  labour  how  to  bring 
their  defires  to  pafs ;  and  to  make  fome  eftimatc  what 
perfons  thofe  are,  to  the  intent  the  quantity  of  the  dan- 
ger may  be  weighed ;  the  fame  may  be  compafied  in  thofe 
forts  either  within  the  realm  or  without. 

The  firft  are  fuch  as  are  fpccially  devoted  to  the  queen 
of  Scotts,  or  to  the  lord  Darley,  by  bond  of  blood  and  al- 
liance j  as  firft,  all  the  houfe  of  Lorrain  and  Guife  for  her 
part,  and  the  earl  of  Lennox  and  his  wife,  all  fuch  in 
Scotland  as  be  of  their  blood,  and  have  received  difplea- 
fures  by  the  duke  of  Chatelhcrault  and  the  Hamiltons. 
The  fecond  are  all  manner  of  perfons,  both  in  this  realm 
and  other  countries,  that  are  devoted  to  the  authority  of 
Rome,  and  miflike  of  the  religion  now  received ;  and  in 
tbefe  two  forts  are  the  fubftance  of  them  comprehended, 
tliat  iball  take  comfort  in  this  marriage. 

Next  therefore  to  be  confidered  what  perils  and  trou- 
bles thefe  kind  of  men  fhall  intend  to  this  realni. 

First,  the  general  fcope  and  mark  of  all  their  defires 
is,  and  always  fhall  be,  to  bring  the  queen  of  Scotts  to 
have  the  royal  crown  of  this  realm;  and  therefore, 
though  the  devifees  may  vary  among  themfelves  for  the 
compaffing  hereof,  according  to  the  accidents  of  the  times, 
and  according  to  the  impediments  which  they  (hall  find  by 
xneans  of  the  queen's  majefty's  a£tions  and  govemmentsi 
yet  all  their  purpofes,  drifts,  devifes,  and  praftices,  (hall 
wholly  and  pnly  tehd  to  make  the  queen  |Of  Scotts  queen  of 
this  realm,  and  to  deprive  our  fovereign  lady  thereof;  and 
in  their  proceedings,  there  are  two  manners  to  be  confider- 
ed, whereof  the  one  is  far  worfe  than  the  other;  the  one 
is  intended  by  them,  that  either  from  malicious  blind- 
B'efs  in  religion,  or  for  natural  affcftion  to  the  queen  oT 
Scotts,  or  the  lord  Darley,  do  perfuade  themfelves  that  the 
iaid  queen  of  Scotts  hath  prefently  more  right  to  the  crown 
than  our  fovereign  lady  the  queen,  of  which  fort  be  all 
^  their  kindred  on  both  fides,  and  all  fuch  as  are  devoted  to 
popery,  either  in  England,  Scotland,  Ireland,  or  elfe- 
where;  the  other  is  meant  by  them,  which,  with  lefs 
ttiaHce  are  perfuaded  that  the  queen  of  Scotts  hath  only 
l^ght  to  be"  the  next  heir  to  fucceed  the  queen's  majefty 
and  her  iiTue,  of  which  fort  few  aafe  without  the  realm, 
^ut  here  within,  and  yet  of  them,  not  fo  many  as  are  of 
t^e  contcaxy,  and  frQm'.thcfe.«waHfiDrt»  fliail  the  peril,  de- 
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vifes,  and  pra£lices  proceed.  From  the  firft,  which  ima- 
gine the  queen  of  Scotts  to  have  perpetually  right  arc  to 
be  looked  for  thefe  perils.  Firft,  is  it  to  be  doubted  the 
devil  will  infeft  fome  of  them  to  imagine  the  hurt  of  the 
life  of  our  dear  fovefeign  lady,  by  fuch  means  as  the  de- 
vil fliall  fuggeft  to  them,  although  it  is  to  be  affuredly 
hoped,  that  Almighty  God  will,  as  he  hath  hitherto,  gra- 
cioufly  proteft  and  preferve  her  from  fuch  dangers  ?  Se- 
condly, there  will  be  attempted,  by  perfuafions,  by  bruites, 
by  rumours,  and  fuch  like,  to  alienate  the  minds  of  good 
fubje£ls  from  the  queen's  majefty,  and  to  counciliate  them 
to  the  queen  of  Scotts,  and  on  this  behalf  the  frontiers 
and  the  north  will  be  much  folicited  and  laboured.  Third- 
ly, there  will  be  attempted  caufes  of  fome  tumults  and" 
rebellions,  efpecially  in  the  north  toward  Scotland,  fo  as 
thereupon  may  follbw  fome  open  enterprife  fet  by  vio- 
lence. Fourthly,  there  will  be,  by  the  faid  queen's  coun- 
cil and  friends,  a  new  league  made  with  France,  or  Spain, 
that  (hall  be  pffenfive  to  this  realm,  and  a  furtherance 
to  their  title.  And  as  it  is  alfo  very  likely,  that  they  will 
fet  a  foot  as  many  pradlices  as  they  can,  both  upon  the 
frontiers  and  ix\  Ireland,  to  occafion  the  queen's  majefty 
to  increafe  and  continue  her  charge  thereby,  to  retain  her 
from  being  mighty  or  potent,  and  for  the  attempting  of 
all  thefe  things,  many  devifes  will  be  imagined  from  time 
to  time,  and  no  negligence  will  therein  appear. 

From  the  lecond  fort>  which  mean  no  other  favour  to 
the  queen  of  Scotts,  but  that  (he  fhould  fucceed  in  title 
to  the  queen's  majefty,  is  not  much  to  be  feared,  but  that 
they  will  content  themfelves  to  fee  not  only  the  queen's 
majefty  not  to  marry,  and  fo  to  impeach  it,  but  to  hop€;» 
that  the  queen  of  Scotts  fhall  have  iflue,  which  thc^y  will 
think  to  be  more  pleafable  to  all  men,  becaufe  thereby  the 
crowns  of  England  and  Scotland  fhail  be  united  in  one» 
and  thereby  tbe  occafion  of  war  fliall  ceafe ;  with  which 
perfuafion  many  people  may  be  fedqced,  and  abufed  to 
incline  themfelves  to  the  part  of  the  queen  p'f  Scotts.    „ 

The  remedies  againft  thefe  peiils. 
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A  DupUcat. 

4th  ©rw  ^  fummary  of  the  confultation  and  advice  given  by 

Laf.  cai.  '**  the  lords  and  others  of  the  privy  council.    Col- 

M.  lo.  loL  leded  out  of  the  fundry  and  feveral  fpeecbes  of 

*^  thefaidcounfellors. 

^         Lord  Keeper,^  Mr.  Comptroller, 

Lord  Trcafurcr,  Mr.  Vice  Chamberlain, 

r  Derby,  Mr*  Secretary, 

Earls  of  ^Bedford,  Cave, 

t  Leicefter,  Peter, 

Lord  Admiral,  ^    Mafon. 
Lord  Chamberlain, 

Queftions  propounded  were  thefc  two. 

l.TJ^IRST,   what    perils   might  enfue   to   the   queen's 
^  majefty,  or  this  realm,  of  the  marriage  betwixt  die 

queen  of  Scotsi  and  the  lord  Darnley. 

2.  What  were  meet  to  be  done,  to  avoid  or  remedy 

the  fame. 

To  the  Firft. 

The  perils  being  fundry,  and  very  many,  were  reduced 
by  fome  counfellors  into  only  one. 

I.  First,  That  by  this  marriage,  the  queen  of  Scotts, 
(being  not  married,)  a  great  number  in  this  realm  not  of 
die  word  fubjeAs  might  be  alienated  in  their  minds  from 
their  natural  duties  to  her  majefty,  to  depend  upon  the 
fuccefs  of  this  marriage  of  Scotland^  as  a  mean  to  eftablifl) 
the  fucceffion  of  t/oth  the  crowns  in  the  iflue  of  the  fame 
marriage,  and  fo  favour  all  devifes  and  pradices,  that 
ihould  tend  to  the  advancement  of  the  queen  of  Scotts. 

2.  Secondly,  That  confidering  the  chief  foundation  of 
them,  which  furthered  the  marriage  of  lord  Damleys 
was  laid  upon  the  truil  of  fuch  as  were  papifts,  as  the 
only  means  left  to  reftore  the  religion  of  Rome,  it  was 
plainly  to  be  feen,  that  both  in  this  realm  and  Scotland, 
the  papifts  would  moft  favour,  maintain,  and  fortify  this 
marriage  of  the  lord  Darnley,  and  would,  for  furtherance 
of  h(kv^n  m  religion^  devife  all  means  and  prafUces  that 
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could  be  within  this  realm,  to  difturb  the  eftate  of  the 
queen's  majefty,  and  the  pe^ce  of  the  realnij  and  confe- 
qttcntly  to  atchievc  their  purpofes  by  force  rather  ^an 
fail.  By  fome  other,  thele  perils  having  indeed  many 
branches,  were  reduced,  though  fomewhat  otherwife,  in- 
to two  forts,  and  thefe  were  in  nature  fuch  as  they  could 
not.  be  eafily  fevered  the  one  from  the  other,  but  were 
luiit  and  lincked  together,  naturally  for  maintaining  the 
one  with  the  other.  The  firft  of  thefe  fort  of  perils  was, 
that,  by  this  marriage  with  the  lord  Darnley,  there  was  a 
plain  intention  to  further  the  pretended  title  of  the  queen 
of  Scotts,  not  only  to  fucceed  the  queen's  majefty,  as  in 
her  bed  amity  (he  Ivid  profefTed,  but  that  to  occupy  the 
queen's  edate,  as  when  (he  was  in  power,  ihe  did  mani- 
feftly  declare. 

The  fecond  was,  that  hereby  the  Romifli  religion 
(hould  be  ere£led,  and  increafed  daily  in  this  realm,  and 
thefe  two  were  thus  knit  together,  that  the  furtherance 
and  maintenance^  of  the  title  ft  aid,  in  furthering  of  the 
religion  of  Rome  within  this  realm  ;  and  in  like  manner 
the  furtherance  of  the  fame  religion  flood  by  the  title,  for 
otherwife  the  title  had  no  foundation. 

Proves  of  the  firft.^  And  to  prove  that  the  intention 
to  advance  the  title  to  difturb  the  queen's  majefty,  muft 
needs  enfue,  was  confidctcd  that  always  the  intention  and 
will  of  any  perfon  is  moft  manifeft,  when  their  power  is 
greateft,  and  contrary  when  power  is  fmall,  than  the  in- 
tention and  will  of  every  perfon  is  covered  and  lefs  feen. 
So  as  when  the  queen  of  Scotts  power  was  greateft,  by 
her  marriage  with  the  dauphin  of  France,  being  after- 
wards French  king,  it  manifeftly  appeared  of  what  mind 
flie  and  all  her  friends  were,  ufmg  then  manifeftly  all 
the  means  that  could  be  devifed  to  impeach  and  difpoflefi 
the  queen's  majefty,  firft  bv  writing  and  publifliing  her 
fclf  in  all  countries  queen  of  England ;  by  granting  char- 
ters patents,  and  commiffioiis,  with  that  ftyle,  and  with 
the  arms  of  England,  both  the  French  arid  Scotts,  which 
charters  remain  ftill  undefaced  ;  and  to  profecute  it  with  "  , 
effeft,  it  is  known  what  preparations  of  war  were  made, 
and  fent  into  Scotland  j  and  what  other  forces  were  aflem-. 
bled  in  foreign  countries  ;  yea,  in  what  manner  a  (hame- 
ful  peace  was  made  by  the  French  with  king  Philip  to 
employ  all  the  forces  of  France  to  purfue  all  the  matters 
bjr  forcei  which  by  God's  providence  and  the  queen's  ma- 
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jefty  contrary  power,  were  rebelled  ;  and  ifterwar<is,  hf 
her  hufband'^  death,  her  fortune  and  power  being  chan- 
ged, the  intention  began  to  hide  itfelf,  and  although  by 
the  Scottifh  queen's  commiflaries  an  accord  was  made  at 
Edenbrough,  to  reform  all  thofe  titles,  and  claims,  and 
pretences,  yet  to  this    day,    by  delays  and  cavillations, 
the  ratification  of  that  treaty  has  been  deferred.     And 
fo  now,  as  foon  as  Ihe  fhall  feel  her  power,  flie  will  fet 
the  fame  again  abroad,  and  by  confid'ering  of  fuch  errors 
as  were  committed  in  the  firft,  her  friends  and  allies  will 
amend  the  fame,  and  proceed  fubftantially  to  her  purpofc. 
By  fome  it  was  thought  plainly,  that  the  peril  was  greater 
of  this  marriage  with  the  lord  Darnley,  being  a  fubjeft  of 
this  realm,  than  with  the  mightieft  prince  abroad,  for 
by  this,  he  being  of  this  realm,  and  having  for  the  caufe 
of  religion,  and  other  refpcfts,  made  a  party  here,  fhould 
encreafe  by  force  with  diminution  of  the  power  of  the 
realm  ;  in  that  whatfoever  power  he  could  make  by  the 
fadlion  of  the  papift,  and  other  difcontented  perfous  here, 
ihould  be  as  it  were  deduSed  out  of  the  power  of  this 
realm  ;  and  by  the  marriage  of  a  ftranger,  fee  could  not 
be  alTured  of  any  part  here  ;  fo  as  by  this  marriage  fee 
fliould  have  a  portion  of  her  oyrn  power  to  ferve  her  turn, 
and  a  fmall  portion  of  adverfaries  at  home  in  our  own 
bowels,  always  feem  more  dangerous  than  treble  the  like 
abroad,  whereof  the   examples    are  in  our  own  ftories 
many,  that  foreign  powers  never  prevailed  in  this  realm, 
but  with  the  help  of  fome  at  home.     It  was  alfo  remem- 
bered, that  feeing  how  before  this  attempt  of  marriage,  it 
is  found,  and  manifeftly  feen,  that  in  every  corner  of  the 
realm,  the  fadlion  that  moft  favoureththc  Scottifh  title, 
is  grown  (lout  and  bold,  yea  feen  manifeftly  in  this  court, 
both  in  hall  and  chamber,  it  could  not  be  but  (except 
good  heed  were  fpeedily  given  to  it)  by  this  marriage, 
and^by  the  praftice  of  the  fautors  thereof,  the  fame  fac- 
tion would  ftiortly  encreafe,  and  grow  fo  great  and  danger- 
ous, as  the   redrefs  thereof  would  be  almoft  defperate* 
And  to  this  purpofe  it  was  remembered,  how  of  late  in  pe- 
rufing  of  the  fubftance  of  the  juftices  of  the  peace,  in  all 
the  countries  of  the  realm,  fcantly  a  third  was  found  fully 
aflured  to  be  trufted  in  the  matter  of  religion,  upon  which 
only  ftring  the  queen  of  Scotts  title  doth  hang,  and  fome 
doubt  might  be,  that  the  friends  of  the  earl  of  Lennox, 
and  his  had  more  knowledge  hereof  than  was  tboughti  and 
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thereby  made  avant  now  in  Scotland,  and  their  party  was 
fo  great  in  England  as  the  queen's  majftfty  durft  not  at^ 
tempt  to  contrary  his  marriage.  And  in  this  foft^  wa« 
the  fum  of  the  perils  declared,  being  notwithftanding 
more  largely  and  plainly  fet  out,  and  made  fo  apparent 
by  many  furc  arguments,  as  no  one  of  the  council  could 
deny  thiem  to  be  but  many  and  very  dangerous. 


Second  Queftion^ 

The  queftion  of  this  confultation  was  what  were  meet 
to  be  done  to  avoid  thefe  perills,  or  elfe  to  divert  the 
force  thereof  from  hurting  the  realm  ;  wherein  there  were 
a  great  number  of  particular  devifes  propounded,  and  yet 
the  more  part  of  tliem  was  reduced  by  fome  into  three 
beads. 

1.  The  firft  thought  neceflary  by  all  perfons,  as  the 
only  thing  of  the  moft  moment  and  efficacy,  to  remedy 
all  thefe  perills,  and  many  others,  and  fuch  as  without  it^ 
no  otjier  remedy  could  be  found  fufficient,  and  that  was 
to' obtain  that  the  queen's  majefty  would  marry,  and  make 
therein  no  long  delay. 

2.  The  fecond  was,  to  advance,  eftablifli,  and  fortify 
indeed  the  profeffion  of  religion,  both  in  Scotland  and  ia 
England,  and  to  deminilh,  weaken,  and  feeble  the  con- 
trary. 

.  3.  The  third  was,  to  proceed  in  fundry  things,  cither 
tto  difappoint  and  break  this  intended  marriage,  or,  at  thc^ 
leaft,  thereby  to  procure  the  fame  not  to  be  fo  hurtful  ta 
this  realm,  as  otherwife  it  will  be. 

The  firft  of  thefe  three  hath  no  particular  rights  in  it, 
but  an  eameft  and  unfeigned  defire  and  fuite,  with  all 
humblenefs,  by  prayer  to  Almighty  God,  and  advice  and 
council  to  the  queen's  majefty,  .that  (he  would  defer  no 
more  time  from  marriage,  whereby  the  good  fubjefts  of 
the  realm  might  ftay  their  hearts,  to  depend  upon  her 
majefty,  and  the  iflue  of  her  body,  withoiit  which  no  furety 
can  be  devifed  to  afcertain  any  perfon  of  continuance  of 
their  families  or  pofterities,  to  enjoy  that  which  otherwife 
ihould  come  to  them. 

Second,  concerning  th,e  matters  of  .religion,  whereia 
both  truth  and  policy  were  joined  together>  had  thefe 
particulars. 

4  First, 
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&itST»  wfacff^s  of  late  tbe  adverfaries  of  religion,  in 
the  realm,  have  taken  occafion  to  comfort  and  increafe 
their  fadion,  both  in  England,  Scotland,  and  abroad,  with 
«  rumour  and  expedation  that  the  religion  (hall  be  fliortly 
changed  in  this  realm,  by  means  that  the  biihops^  by 
the  queen's  majefty's  commandment,  have  of  late  dealt 
ftreightly  with  fome  perfons  of  good  religion^  becaufe  they 
had  forbom  to  wear  certain  apparel^  and  fuch  like  things  j 
being  more  of  form  and  accidents,  than  of  any  fubftance, 
for  that  it  is  well  known  that  her  majefty  had  no  meaning 
to  comfort  the  adverfaries,  but  only  to  maintain  an  uni* 
formhy  as  well  in  things  external,  as  in  the  fubftance, 
nor  yet  hath  any  intention  to  make  any  change  of  the  re- 
ligion^ as  it  is  eftabliihed  by  laws.  It  was  thought  by 
all  men  very  neceffary,  for  the  fupprefling  of  the  pride  dtid 
arrogancy  of  the  adverfaries,  indireftly  hereby  to  notify, 
by  her  fpecial  letters  to  the  two  archbifhops,  that  her 
former  commandment  was  only  to  retain  an  uniformity, 
and  not  to  give  any  occafion  to  any  perfon  to  misjudge  of 
her  majefty,  in  the  change  of  any  part  of  religion,  but  tliat 
fhe  did  determine  firmly  to  maintain  the  form  of  her  reli- 
gion, as  it  wavS  eftabliihed,  and  to  punifh  fuch  as  did 
therein  violate  her  laws.  And  in  thefe  points,  fome  alfo 
wifted  that  it  might  pleafe  her  archbifliops,  that  if  they 
fhould  fee  that  the  adverfaries  continued  in  taking  occa- 
fion to  fortify  their  faftion,  that  in  that  cafe  they  (hould 
ufe  a  moderation  therein,  until  the  next  parliament,  at 
which  time,  fome  good,  uniform,  and  decent  order  might 
be  devifed,  and  eftablifliedi  for  fuch  ceremoriies,  fo  as 
both  uniformity  and  gravity  might  be  retained  amongft  the 
clergy. 

The  fecond  means  was,  that  th^  tjuondam  bi{hops» 
nnd  others,  which  had  refufed  to  acknowledge  the  queen's 
majefty's  power  over  them,  according  to  the  law,  and 
were  of  late  difperfed  in  the  plague  time  to  fundry  places 
abroad,  M'here  it  is  known  they  ceafe  not  to  advance  their 
faftion,  might  be  returned  to  the  tower,  or  fome  other 
prifon,  where  they  might  not  have  fuch  liberty  to  feducc 
and  inveigle  the  queen's  majefty's  fubjeAs,  as  they  daily 
do. 

The  third  means  was,  that  where,  the  bifliops  do  com- 
plain that  they  dare  not  execute  the  ecciefiaftical  laws,  to 
the  furtherance  of  religion,  for  fear  of  the  prcmunire 
>vherewith  the  judges  and  lawyers  of  the  realm,  being  not 
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beft  aflcfled  in  reKgioiii  do  threaten  them,  ^nd  ur  mojfgf 
cafes  lett  not  to  pinch  and  defa(:e  them,  that  upon  fuch 
cafes  Ojpenedj  feme  convenient  authority  might  be  given 
them,  from  the  queen's  majefty,  to  continue  during  her 
pleafure. 

The  fourth  was,  that  there  were  daily  lewd,  injudi* 
clous,  and  unlawful  books  in  EngiUh  brought  from  beyond  . 
feas,  and  are  boldly  received,  read,  and  kept,  and  efpe- 
cially  in  the  North,  fedudtig  of  great  numbers  of  good 
fubjefls,  the  like  boldnefs  whereof  was  never  fuficred  in 
any  other  princefs's  time,  that  fome  ftreight  order  might  be 
given  to  avoid  the  fame,  and  that  it  might  be  confidered 
by  the  judges,  what  manner  of  crime  the  fame  is,  to 
maintain  fuch  bookS)  made  dire£}:Iy  againft  her  majefty's 
authority,  and  maintaining  a  foreign  power,  contrary  to 
the  laws  of  the  realm. 

The  fifth  was,  that  where  a  great  number  of  monks, 
fryars,  and  fuch  lewd  perfons,  are  fled  out  of  Scotland^ 
and  do  ferve  in  England,  efpecially  in  the  North,  as  curates 
of  churches,  and  all  fuch  of  them  as  are  not  found  honeft 
and  conformable,  may  be  banilhed  out  of  the  realm,  for. 
that  it  appeareth  they  do  fow  fedition  in  the  realm,  in 
many  places,  and  now  will  increafe  their  doings. 

The  fixth,  where  fundry  having  ecckfiaftical  livings, 
are  on  the  other  fide  the  fea,  and  from  thence  maintain 
fedition  in  the  realm  ;  that  livings  may  be  better  bellowed 
to  the  commodity  of  the  realm,  upon  good  fubjefls. 

The  fcventh  is,  that  the  judges  of  the  realm,  having 
no  fmall  authority  in  this  realm,  in  governance  of  all  pro- 
perty of  the  realm,  might  be  fworn  to  the  queen's  ma- 
jefty, according  to  the  laws  of  the  realm,  and  fo  thereby 
they  (hould  for  confcience  fake  maintain  the  queen's  ma- 
jefty's  authority. 

The  particulars,  of  the  third  intentk>n  to  break  and 
avoid  this  marriage^  or  to  divert  the  perils. 

First  to  break  this  marriage,  confidering  nothing  can 
likely  do  it,  but  force,,  or  fear  of  force,  it  is  thought  by 
fome  that  thefe  mteansfoUpwing  might  occafion  the  breach 
of  the  marriage.  • 

1.  That  the  earl  of  Bedford  repair  to  his  charge. 

2.  That  the  works  at  Berwick  be  more  advanced* 

3.  That  the  gjurrifcw  be  there  increafed. 

VoL.ni.  X  4.  That 
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4.  That  ^11  the  wardens  put  their  ftx)ntiers  in  order 
with  fpeed,  to  be  ready  at  an  hour's  warning. 

5.  That  fomc  noble  pcrfon,  as  the  duke  of  Norfolk, 
or  the  carl  of  Salop,  orfuch  other,  be  fent  into  Yorklhirc, 
to  be  lieutenant-general  in  the  North. 

6.  That  preparations  be  made  of  a  power,  to  be  in 
readinefs  to  ferve,  either  at  Berwick,  or  to  invade  Scot- 
land. 

7.  That  prefently  Lady  Lennox  be  committed  to  fome 
place,  where  flie  may  be  kept  from  givmg  or  receiving  of 
intelligence. 

9.  That  the  earl  of  Lennox  and  his  fon  may  be  fcnt 
fof,  and  required  to  be  fent  home  by  the  queen  of  Scott?, 
according  to  the  treaty  ;  and  if  they  (hall  not  come,  then 
♦  to  denounce  to  the  queen  of  Scotts  the  breach  of  the  trea- 

ty, and  thereupon  to  enter  with  hoftility ;  by  which  pro- 
ceeding, hope  is  conceived  (fo  the  fame  be  done  in  deeds 
\  and  not  in  fhews)  that  the  marriage  will  be  avoided,  or 
at  the  lead  that  it  may  be  qualified  from  many  penis  ^  and 
whatfoever  is  to  be  done  herein,  is  to  be  executed  with 
fpeed,  whilft  Ihe  has  a  party  in  Scotland  that  favourcth 
not  the  marriage,  and  before  ? ny  league  made  by  the 
queen  of  Scotts  with  France  or  Spain. 

Some  other  allows  well  of  all  thefe  proceedings,  faving 
of  proceeding  to  hottility,but  all  do  agree  in  the  reft,  and 
alfo  to  thefe  particularities  following. 

IQ,  That  the  earl's  lands  upon  his  refufal,  or  his  fon's 
refufing,  (hould  be  feizcd,  and  beftowed  in  gift  or  cuftody, 
as  (hall  pleafeher  majefty,  upon  good  fubjefts. 

11.  That  all  manifcft  favourers  of  the  earl,  in  the 
North,  or  elfewhcre,  be  inquired  for,  and  that  they  be,  by 
fundry  means,  weU  looked  to. 

12.  That  enquiry  be  made  in  the  North,  who  have 
the  ftewardfhip  of  the  queen's  majcfty*s  lands  there,  and 
that  no  perfon,  deferving  miftruft,  be  fufFcred  to  have 
governance  or  rule  of  any  of  her  fubjeds  or  lands  in  the 
North,  but  only  to  retain  dfffr  fees,  :ind  more  trufty  per* 
fon  have  rule  of  the  fame  people's  lands. 

13.  That  all  frequent  paffagcs  into  this  realm,  to  and 
from  Scotland,,  be  reftrained  to  all  Scotti(h  men,  faving 
fuch  as  have  fafe-conduft,  or  be  eipecially  recommended 
from  Mr,  Randolph,  as  favourers  of  the  realm. 

14.  That  fome  intelligence  be  ufed   with  fiich  ia 
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Scotland,  as  favour  not  the  marriage,  and  they  comforte<f 
from  time  to  time. 

15.  That  the  queen's  majefty's  houfliold,  chamber, 
and  penfioners,  be  better  feen  unto,  to  avoid  broad  and 
uncomely  fpeech  ufed  by  fundry  againft  the  date  of  the 
realm. 

16.  That  the  younger  fon  of  the  earl  of  Lennox,  Mr. 
Charles,  be  removed  to  fome  place  where  he  may  be 
forth  coming. 

1 7.  That  conCdering  the  faftion  and  title  of  the  queen 
of  Scotts  hath  now  of  long  time  received  great  favour, 
and  continued,  by  the  queen's  majcfty's  favour  herein'  to 
the  queen  of  Scotts  and  her  minifters,  and  the  lady  Ca- 
tharine, whom  the  faid  queen  of  Scotts  accompted  as  a 
competitor  unto  her  in  pretence  of  title,  it  may  pleafe  the 
queen's  majefty,  by  fome  exterior  aft,  to  (hew  fome  ire- 
miffion  of  her  difpleafure  to  the  ladv,  and  to  the  earl  of  ' 
Hartford,  that  the  queen  of  Scotts  tnereby  may  find  fome 
change,  and  her  friends  put  in  doubt  of  further  proceed- 
ing therein, 

18.  That  whofoever  (hall  be  lieutenant  in  the  North, 
fir  Ralph  Sadler  may  accompany  him. 

19.  That  with  fpeed  the  realm  of  Ireland  may  be  com- 
mitted to  a  new  governor. 

20.  Finally,  that  thefe  advices  being  confidered  by 
her  majefty,  it  may  pleafe  her  to  choofe  which  of  them 
fte  liketh,  and  to  put  them  in  execution  in  deeds,  and  not 
to  pafs  them  over  in  confultations  and  fpeeches. 

For  it  is  to  be  aflured,  that  her  adverfaries  will  ufe  all 
means  to  put  their  intention  in  execution.  Some  by  prac- 
tice, fome  by  force,  when  time  ftiall  ferve,  and  no  time  can 
ferve  fo  well  the  queen's  majefty  to  interrupt  the  perils,  as 
now  at  the  firft,  before  the  queen  of  Scotts  purpofes  be 
fully  fettled. 

No.  XI.    (VqLvII.  p.  129.) 

Randolph  to  the  earl  of  Leicefter,  from  Edinburgh 
the  3 1  fl  of  July  1565. 

MAT  it  pleafe  your  lordfliip,  I  have  received  your  Cott.  L!K 
lordflitp'^S  letter  by  my  fervant,  fuflScient  teftimony  Cil.l>.«.^ 
of  your  lordlhip*$  favour  towards  mcf,  whereof  I  ^nk  ^l^-^i^^ 
Xa  myfclf 
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myfelf  always  fo  affurcd,  that  what  other  mifliap  focvCT  . 
bcfal  me,  I  have  enough  to  comfort  myfelf  with  ;  though 
I  have  not  at  this  time  received  neither  according  to  the 
need  I  (landi  nor  the  neceflity  of  the  fervice  that  I  am 
employed  in,  I  will  rather  pafs  it,  as  I  may  with  pa- 
tience, than  trouble  your  lordlhip  to  be  further  fuiter  for 
mc,  when  there  is  fo  little  hope  that  any  good  vrill  be 
dofte  for  me.  I  doubt  not  but  your  lordfliip  hath  heard 
by  fuch  information  as  I  have  given  from  hence,  what 
the  prefcnt  ftate  of  this  country  is,  how  this  queen  is  now 
become  a  married  wife,  and  her  hufband,  the  felf-fame  day 
of  his  marriage,  made  a  king.  In  their  defires,  hitherto, 
they  have  found  fo  much  to  their  contentment,  that  if  the 
reft  fucceed  and  profper  accordingly,  they  may  think  them- 
felves  much  happier,  than  there  is  appearance  that  they 
(hall  be  ;  fo  many  difcontented  minds,  fo  much  mifliking 
of  the  fubje£ls  to  have  thefe  matters  thus  ordered,  and  in 
this  fort  to  be  brought  to  pafs  I  never  heard  of  any 
marriage  ;  fo  little  hope,  fo  little  comfort  as  men  do  talk 
was  never  feen,  at  any  time,  when  men  (hould  moft  have 
(hewed  themfelvcs  to  rejoice,  if  that  coniideration  of  her 
oWn  honour  and  well  of  her  country  had  been  had  as  ap- 
pertained in  fo  weighty  a  cafe.  ITiis  Is  now  their  fear, 
the  overthrow  of  religion,  the  breach  of  amitie  with  the 
queen's  majefty,  and  the  deftruSionof  as  many  of  the  no- 
bility as  (he  hath  mifliking  of,  or  that  he  liketh  to  pitch 
a  quarrel  unto.  To  fee  all  thefe  inconveniencys  approach- 
ing, there  are  a  good  number  that  may  fooner  lament 
with  themfelres,  and  complain  to  their  neighbours,  than 
be  able  to  find  remedie  to  help  them,  fome  attempt  with 
all  the  force  they  have,  but  are  too  weak  to  do  any  good, 
what  is  required  other  ways,  or  what  means  there  is  ;nade 
y6ut  lord(hip  knoweth  ;  what  will  be  anfwered,  or  what 
will  be  done,  therein,  we  are  in  great  doubt,  and  though 
your  intent  be  never  fo  good  unto  us,  yet  do  we  fb  much 
tear  your  delay,  that  our  ri;^in  (hall  prevent  your  fupport 
when  council  is  once  taken.  Nothing  fo  needful,  asfpeedy 
execution.  Upon  the  queen's  majefty,  we  whdly  de- 
pend, in  her  majefty's  hands  it  ftandeth  to  favc  our  lives, 
or  to  fufier  us  to  perifti  5  greater  honour  her  majefty  can- 
not have,  than  in  that  which  lieth  in  her  majefty's- power 
to  do  for  us,  the  fiims  are  not  great,  the  numbers  of  men 
are  not  many  that  wc  defire ;  many  will  dayly  befound,  tho* 
this  will  be  fome  charge ^  men  grow  dayly,  though,  at 
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this  time,  I  think  her  majefty  (hall  loofe  but  few  ;  her 
friends  here  being  once -taken  away,  where  will  her  ma- 
jefty  find  the  like ;  I  fpeak  leaft  of  that  which  I  think 
is  moft  carneftly  intended  by  this  queen,  and  her  hufband, 

~  when  by  him  it  was  lately  faid,  that  he  cared  more  for 
the  papifts  in  England,  than  he  did  for  the  proteftants  in 
Scotland ;  if  therefore  his  hopes  be  fo  great  in  the  papifts 
of  England,  what  may  your  lordihip  believe  that  he  tliink- 

'  cth  of  the  proteftants  there  j  for  hi3  birth,  for  his  nurri- 

'  tour,  for  the  honour  he  Iftth  to  be  of  kine  to  the  queen 
my  miftrefs,  if  in  preferring  thofethat  are  the  queen's  ma- 
jefties  worftfubje€lsto  thofe  that  are  her  beft,he  declareth 
what  mind  he  beareth  to  the  queen's  majcfty's  felf,  any 
man  may  fay  it  i^  flenderly  rewarded,  and  his  duty  evil 
forgotten  ;  ne  would  now  feem  to  be  indifierent  to  both 
the  religions,  ftie  to  ufe  her  mafs,  and  he  to  come  fome- 
times  to  the  preaching;  they  were  married  with  all  the 
folemnities  of  the  popifli  time,  faving  that  he  heard  not 
the  mafs  ;  his  fpeech  and  talk  argueth  his  mind,  and  yet 
would  he  fain  feem  to  the  world  that  he  were  of  fomc  re- 
ligion $  his  words  to  all  men,  againft  whom  he  conceiv- 
eth  any  difpleafure  how  unjuft  focver  it  be,  fo  proud  and 
fpitfull,  that  rather  he  feemeth  a  monarch  of  the  world, 
than  he  that,  not  long  fince,  we  have  fcen  and  known 
the  lord  Darnley  ;  he  looketh  now  for  reverence  of  many 
that  have  little  wiir  to  give  it  him  ;  and  fc»ne  there  are 
that  do  give  it,  that  think  hint  little  worth  of  it.     All  ho- 
nour that  may  be  attributed  unto  any  man  by  a  wife,  he 
hath  it  wholly  and  fully  ;  all  praifes  that  may  oe  fpoken  of 
him  he  lacketh  not  from  herfelf ;  all  dignities  that  fhe 
can  indue  him  with,  which  arc  already  given  and -grant* 
ed  ;  no  man  pleafeth  her  that  contenteth  not  him  ;   aind 
what  may  I  fay  more,  flie  hath  given  over  to  him  her 
whole  will,  to  be  ruled  and  guided  as  hinifelf  beft  liketh ; 
flie  can  as  much  prevail  with  him,  in  any  thing  that  is 
againft  his  will,  as  yourlordfliip  may  with  me  to  perfuade 
that  I  (hould  hang  myfelf  •,  this  laft  dignity  out  of  hand 
to  have  been  proclaiped  king,  ihe  would  have  it  deferred 
untill  it  were  agreed  by  parliament,  or  he  had  b^n  him- 
felf  21   years  of  age,  that  things  done  in  his  name  might 
have  the  better  authority.      He  would,  in  no  cafe,  have 
it  deferred  one  day,  and  either  then  or  never  j  whereupon 
this  doubt  is  rifen  amongft  our  men  of  law  whether  Ihe  be- 
ing clad  with.  a. hufband,  and  her  htti{»aiul  nc^  twenty- 
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OQC  .]pear$,  any  thing   widiout    parliament  can  be  of 
,    ftfength,  that  is  done  between  them  ^  upon  Saturday  at 
afternoon  th^fe  matters  were  l<Hig  in  debating.    And  be- 
fore they  we^e  well  re£blved  upon,  at  nine  hours  at  nighty 
by  three  heralds,  at  foimd  of  the  trumpet  he  was  proclaim- 
ed king.    This  was  the  night  be&re  the  marriage ;   this 
day,  Monday  at  twelve  of  the  clock,  the  lords,  all  that 
were  in  the  toun,  were  prefent  ^t  the  proclaiming  of  him 
again,  where  no  man  faid  fo  much  as.  Amen,  faving  his  ija- 
ther,  that  cried  out  aloud  God  fave  his  queen.   The  man* 
ner  of  the  marriage  was  in  this  fort )  upon  Sunday  in  the 
morning  between  five  and  fix,  ihe  was  conveyed  by  divers 
of  her  nobles  to  the  chapell ;  fhe  had  upon  her  back  the 
great  mourning  gown  of  bUck,  with  the  g^eat  wide  mourn- 
ing hood,  not  unlike  unto  that  which  ihe  wore  the  doul- 
fuU.day  of  the  burial  of  her  hufband:  ihe  was  led  into 
the  chapell,  by  the  earle  of  Lennox  and  Athol,  and  th^re 
was  ihe  left  untill  her  hufband  came,  who  alfo  was  con- 
veyed by  the  fame  lords,  the  minifter  prieils,  two,  do 
there  receive  them,  the  bands  are  afked  the  third  time,  and 
an  ififtrument  taken  by  a  notour  that  no  man  faid  againfi: 
them,  or  alleged  any  caufe  why  the  marriage  might  not 
proceed.    The  words  were  fpoken,  the  rings  which  were 
three,  the  middle  a  lieh  diamond,  were  put  upon  her  fin* 
ger;  they  kneel /together,  and  many  prayers  faid  qvcr 
them,  {he  tarriedi  out  the  mafs,  ^nd  he  taketh  a  kifs,  and 
leavedi  her  th^e,  and  went  to  her  chamber,  whither  with- 
in a  fpace  (he  followeth ;  and  being  required,  according 
to  the  folemntty,  to  caft  off  her  cares  and  leave  afide  thofe 
fbrrowful  garments,  ^nd  give  herfelf  to  a  more  pteaiant 
hfe,  after  fome  pretty  refufall,  more  I  believe  for  manner 
£ake  than  grief  of  neart,  ihe  fuffered  them  that  ftood 
by,  every  man  that  could  approach,  to  take  out  a  pin^ 
and  fo  hieing  committed  to  her  ladies,  changed  her  gar- 
ments, but  went  not  to  bed,  to  fignifie  to  the  world,  that 
•  ^      it  was  not  lull  that  moved  them  to  marry,  but  only  the 
neceiTity  of  her  country,  not,  if  God  will,  long  to  leave  it 
deilitute  of  an  heir.    Sufpicious  men,  or  fuch  as  aregiy^^n 
of  all  thines  to  make  the  worft,  would  that  it  ihould  be 
believed,  that  they  kne\v  each  other  befora  that  they  came 
there  4  I  would  not  your  lordihip  ihould  fo  believe  it,  the 
likeliluHxls  are  fo  great  to  the  contrary,  that  if  it  were 
poflible  to  feie  fuch  an  a^  dofie,  I  would  i;iot  believe  it. 
'  After.tbe  m^urriaga  followeth  conipianlif  great  cheer  and 
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dancing :  to  their  dinner  they  were  conveyed  by  the  whole  • 
nobility ;  the  trumpets  found ;  a  largefs  cried ;  mony 
thrown  about  the  houfe  in  great  abundance,  to  fuch  as 
were  happy  to  get  any  part  \  they  dine  both  at  one  table, 
flie  upon  the  upper  hand,  there  ferve  her  thefe  earls  Atholc 
fewer,  Morton  carver,  Craufoord  cup»bearer  •,  thefe  ferve 
him  in  like  offices,  earls  Eglington,  Cailels,  and  Glen- 
cairn;  after  dinner  they  danced  a  while,  and  then  retired 
themfelves  till  the  hour  of  fupper ;  and  as  they  dined  fo 
do  tbey  fup,  fome  dancing  there  was,  and  fo  they  go 
to  bed;  of  all  this  I  have  written  to-your  lordfliip.I  am 
not  oculatus  teftis  to  this,  but  of  the  verity  your  lordfhip 
(hall  not  need  to  doubt,  howfoever  I  came  by  it ;  I  was 
fcnt  for  to  have  been  at  the  fupper,  but  like  a  currilh  or 
uncourtly  carle  I  refufed  to  be  there ;  and  yet  that  which 
your  lordfhip  may  think  might  move  me  much,  to  have 
had  the  fight  of  my  miftrefs,  of  whom  thefi  eighteen  days 
by  juft  account  I  got  not  a  fight,  I  am  my  lord  taken  by 
all  that  fort  as  a  very  evil  perfon,  which  in  my  heart  I 
do  well  allow,  and  like  of  ipyfelf  the  better,  for  yet  can 
I  not  find  either  honeft  or  good  that  liketh  their  doings. 
I  leave  at  this  time  further  to  trouble  your  lordfliip,  crav- 
ing pardon  for  my  long  filence,  I  have  more  ado  than  I 
am  able  to  difcharge,  I  walk  now  more  abroad  by  night 
than  by  day,  and  the  day  too  little  to  difcharge  myfelf  of 
that  which  I  conceive,  or  receive  in  the  night.  As  your 
lordfhip,  I  am  fure,  is  partaker  of  fuch  letters  as  I  write 
to  Mr.  Secretary,  fo  that  I  truft  that  he  ftiall  be  to  this, 
to  fave  jne  of  a  little  labour,  to  write  the  fame  again,  moil 
humbly  I  take  my  leave  at  Edinburgh,  the  laft  ^y  of  July 

N0.XIL     (Vol.  IL  p.  134.) 
Letter  of  the  earl  of  Bedford  to  the  honourable 
fir  Wifliam  Cecil,  knt.  her  majefty's  principal        • 
fccretary,    and  one    of  her    highnefs's    privy 
council. 

A  FTER  my  hearty  commendations,  this  day  at  noon  ado^Sept. 
•^captain  6rickwell  came  hither,  who  brought  with  S^^^l^jp^ 
him  the  queen's  majefty's  letters  containing  her  full  re-  f^  the   * 
folution,  and  pleafure  for  all  things  he  had  in  charge  to  origwti* 
give  information  of^  faving  that  for  the  aid  of  the  lor^s    - 
X4  of 
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.  of  the  congregation  there  is  nothing  determined,  or  at 
,  the  lead  exprefled  in  the  fame  letters,  and  for  that  pur- 
pofe  received  I  this  morning,  a  letter  fubfcribed  by  the 
duke,  the  earl  of  Murray,  Glencarne,  and  others,  craving 
to  be  holpen  with  300  harquebufyers  out  of  this  garri- 
fon,  for  their  better  defence.  And  albeit,  I  know  right 
well  the  goodnefs  of  their  caufe,  and  the  queen's  majcfty 
our  fovereign's  good  will,  and  care  towards  them  j  and 
do  alfo  underftand  that  it  were  very  requifite  to  have  them 
holpen,  for  that  now  their  caufe  is  to  be  in  this  manner 
decided,  and  that  it  now  ftandeth  upon  their  utter  over- 
throw and  undoing,  fince  the  queen's  party  is  at  the  leaft 
^000,  and  they  not  much  above  1000;  befides  that -the 
queen  hath  harquebufyers,  and  they  have  none,  and  do 
yet  want  the  power  that  the  earl  of  j^.rguyle  fhould 
Dring  to  them,  who  is  not  yet  joined  with  theirs  ;  I  have 
thereupon  thought  good  to  pray  you  to  He  a  means  to 
learn  her  majefty's  pleafure  in  this  behalf,  what,  and 
how,  I  (hall  anfwer  them,  or  otherwife  deal  in  this  mat* 
ter,  now  at  this  their  extreme  necefllty.  For,  on  the  one 
fide,  lyeth  thereupon  their  utter  ruin  and  overthrow, 
and  the  miferable  fubyerfion  of  religion  there ;  and,  on 
the  other  fide,  to  adventure  fo  great  and  weighty  a  mat- 
ter as  this  is,  (albeit  it  be  but  of  a  few  foldiers,  for  a  frnall 
time)  without  good  warraunte,  and  thereby  to  bring,  per- 
adventure^  upon  our  heads  fome  wilful  warrs,  and  in  the 
mean  time  to  leave  the  place  unfurniflied,  (having  In  the 
'  whole  but  800)  without  any  grant  of  new  fupply  fpr  the 
fame  ;  and  by  that  means  alfo,  to  leave  the  marches  here 
the  more  fubjefl:  to  invafion,  while  in  the  mean  feafon 
new  helps  are  preparing ;  to  this  know  not  I  what  to  fay 
or  how  to  do.  And  fo  much  more  I  marvel  thereof,  as 
that  having  fo.  many  times  written  touching  this  matter, 
no  refolute  determination  cometh.  And  fp  between  t^e 
writing,  and  looking  for  anfwer,  the  occafion  cannot  pafs, 
|but  muft  needs  proceed  and  have  fuccefs.  God  turn  it  to 
his  glory ;  but  furely  all  men's  reafon  hath  great  caufe  to 
-  fear  it.  Such  a  pufli  it  is  now  come  unto,  as  this  little 
fupply  would  do  much  good  to  advance  God's  honour,  to 
continue  her  majefty's  great  and  careful  memory  of  them, 
and  to  preferve  a  great  many  noblemen  and  gentlemen. 
If  it  be  not  now  helpen,  it  is  gone  for  ever.  Your  good 
will  and  afFeftion  that  way  I  do  nothing  miftruft,  and 
Jjcrein  fball  t^ke  fucb  goqd  advice  as  by  any  means  I  can. 
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I  received  from  tliefc  lords  two  papers  mclofed,  the  efFe£^ 
whereof  ihall  appear  unto  yoii.  For  thofe  matters  that 
captain  Brickwell  brought,  I  (hall  anfwer  you  by  my  - 
next,  and  herewith  fend  you  two  letters  from  Mr.  Ran- 
dolph, both  received  this  day.  By  him  you  (hall  hear 
that  the  proteftants  are  retired  from  Edenborough,  fur- 
ther off.  So  I  hope  your  refolutlon  for  their  aid  ftall 
come  in  time,  if  it  come  with  fpeed,  for  that  they  will 
not  ndw  fo  prefently  i^eed  them  ;  and  fo  with  my  hearty 
thanks  commit  you  to  God.  From  Berwick,  thiis  2d  of 
Sept^  15^5. 


N0..XIIL  .  (Vol.  II.  p.  134.) 
The  queen  to  the  earl  of  Bedford, 

TJPOM  the  advertifements  lately  received  from  you,  n  Sept. 
^    with  fuch  other  things  as  came  alfo  from  the  lord  '5*5* 
Scrope  and  Tliomas  Randolph,  and  upon  the  whole  mat-  o&L 
ter  well  confidered,  we  have  thus  determined.     We  will, 
with  all  the  fpeed  that  we  can,  fend  to  you  3000I.  to  be 
thusufed.     If  you  (hall  certainly  underftand  that  the  carl 
of  Murray  hath  fuch  want  of  money,  as  the  imprefting  to 
him  of  loool.  might  (land  him  in  ftead  for  the  help  to 
defend  himfelf,  you  fiiall  prefently  let  him  fecretly  to  un- 
derftand, that  you  will,  as  of  yourfelf,  let  him  have  fo 
much,  and  fo  we  will  that  you  let  him  have,  in  the  moll 
fecret  fort  that  you  can,  when  the  faid  fum  (hall  come  to 
you,  or  if  you  can,  by  any  good  means,  advance  him  fome 
part  thereof  beforehand. 

The  other  2060I.  you  (hall  caufe  to  be  kept  whole, 
unfpent,  if  it  be  not  that  you  (hall  fee  neceffary  caufe  to 
impreft  fome  part  thereof  to  the  now  numbers  of  the 
600  footmen  and  100  horfemen  j  or  to  the  cafting  out  of 
wages  of  fuch  workmen,  as  by  ficknefs,  or  otherwife, 
ought  to  be  difcharged.  And  where  we  perceive,  by 
your  ftmdry  letters,  the  e^neft  requeft  of  the  faid  earl  o£ 
Murray  and  his  aflbciates,  that  they  might  have,  at  the 
leaft,  300  of  our  foldiers,  to  aid  them.  And  that  you  alfo 
write,  that  tho'  we  would  not  command  you  to  give  them 
aid,  yet  if  we  would  but  wink  ait  your  doing  herein,  and 
feem  to  blame  you  for  attempting  fuch  things,  as  you  ^ 
with  ^e  help  of  others  fhould  bring  al^out,  you  doubt 
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not  but  things  would  do  well ;  you  ihall  undcrftand  for 
a  truth,  that  we  have  no  intention,  for  many  refpe£iS|  to 
maintain  any  other  princes  fubjedls,  to  take  arms  againil 
their  fovereign  ;  neither  would  we  willingly  do  any  thing 
to  give  occafion  to  make  wars  betwixt  us  and  that  prince, 
which  has  caufed  us  to  forbear,  hitherto,  to  give  you  any 
power  to  let  them  be  aided  with  any  men.  But  now, 
confidering  we  take  it,  that  they  are  purfued,  notwith- 
ftanding  their  humble  fubmiffion  and  ofier  to  be  ordered 
and  tried  by  law  and  juftice^  which  being  refufed  to  them, 
they  are- retired  to  Dumfrefe,  a  place  near  our  weft 
marches,  as  it  feemeth  there  to  defend  themfetves,  and 
adding  thereunto  the  good  intention  that  prefently  tlie 
French  king  pretendeth,  by  fending  one  of  his  to  join 
with  fome  one  of  ours,  and  jointly  to  treat  with  that 
queen,  and  to  induce  her  to  forbear  this  manner  of  vio- 
lent and  rigorous  proceedii^g  againft  her  fubje&s,  for 
which  purpofe  the  French  ambaffador  here  with  us  has 
lately  written  to  that  queen,  whereof  anfwer  Is  daily 
looked  for  5  to  the  intent  in  the  mean  time  the  faid  lords 
ihould  not  be  opprefled  and  ruined  for  lack  of  fome  help 
to  defend  them,  we  are  content  and  do  authorize,  if  you 
Ihall  fee  it  neceffary  for  their  defence,  to  let  them  (as  of 
your  own  adventure,  and  without  notifying  that  you  have 
any  dircftion  therein  from  us)  to  have  the  number  of  300 
foldiers,  to  be  taken,  either  in  whole  bands,  or  to  be 
drawn  out  of  all  your  bands,  as  you  (hall  fee  cajife.  *  And 
to  cover  the  matter  the  better,  you  (hall  fend  thefe  num« 
bers  to  Carlifle,  as  to  be  laid  there  in  garrifon,  to  defend 
that  march,  now  in  this  time  that  fuch  powers  are  on  the 
other  part  drawing  to  thofe  frontiers,  and  fo  from  thence 
as  you  fhall  fee  caufe  to  dire£fc  of,  the  fame  numbers,  or 
any  of  them,  may  mcft  covertly  repair  to  the  faid  lords, 
when  you  (hall  exprefsly  advertize,  that  you  fend  them  that 
aid  only  for  their  defence,  and  not  therewith  to  make  war 
againft  the  queen,  or  to  do  any  thing  that  may  ofiend  her 
perfon;  wherein  you  ihall  fo  precifely  deal  with  them,  that 
they  may  perceive  your  care  to  be  fuch  as  if  it  fhould 
otherwife  appear,  your  danger  ihould  be  fo  greats  as  all 
the  friends  you  have  could  not  be  able  to  favc  you  towards 
us.  And  fo  we  aflure  you  our  confcience  moveth  us  to 
charge  you  fo  to  proceed  with  them  j  for  otherwife  than 
to  preferve  them  from  ruin,  we  do  not  yield  to  give  them 
aid  of  money  or  men :  And  yet  we  woiild  not  that  either 
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of  thefe  were  kiK>wn  to  be  our  a£l,  but  rather  to  be  co* 
Tercdwith  your  owndefire  and  attempt* 

No,  XIV-    (VoLU^p.  I44-) 

Randolph   to  Cecil,   from  Edinburgh,  7th  Feb. 
1565.6. 

TV/TT  humble  duty  confidered  ;    what  to  write  of  the  Aii«ci|i« 
-"-■■  prefcnt  ftate  of  the  country  I  am  fo  uncertain,  by  "**• 
reafon  of  the  daily  alterations  of  men's, minds,  that  it 
maketh  me  much  flower  than  otherwife  I  would.     Within 
diefe  few  days  there  was  fome  good  hope,  that  this  queen 
would  have  fhewed  forae  favour  towards  the  lords,  and 
that  Robert  Melvin  fliould  have  returned  unto  them  with 
comfort  upon  fome  conditions.    Since  that  time,  there 
are  come  out  of  France  Clernau  by  land,  and  Thornetcn 
by  fea  5  the  one  from  the  cardinal,  tlic  other  from  the 
bifliop  of  Glafgow,   Since  whofe  arrival  neither  can  there 
be  good  word  gotten,  nor  appearance  of  any  good  in- 
tended them,  except  that  they  be  able  to  perfwade  the 
queen's  majefty,  our  fovereign,  to  make  her  heir  apparent 
to  the  croun  of  England,     I  write  of  this  nothing  kfs 
than  I  know  that  fhc  hath  fpoken.     And  by  all  lyieans 
that  flie  thinketh  the  bed  doth  travaile  to  bring  it  to  pafs* 
There  is  a  band  lately  devifed,  in  which  the  late  pope,  the 
emperor,  the  king  of  Spain,  the  duke  of  Savoy,  with  di- 
vers princes  of  Italy,  and  the  queen  mother  (ufpe<5ed  to 
be  of  the  fame  confederacy  to  maintain  papiftry  through- 
out Chxiftiandom  j  this  band  was  fent  out  of  France  by 
Thorneton,  and  is  fubfcribed  by  this  queen,   the  copy 
thereof  remaining  with  her,  and  the  principal  to  be  re- 
turned very  fliortlie,  as  I  hear,  by  Mr.  Stephen  Wilfon,  a 
fit  minlfter  for  fuch  a  devilifli  devife  5  if  the  coppie  hereof 
may  be  gotten,  that  (hall  be  fent  as  I  conveniently  may. 
Monfieur  Rambollet  came  to  this  toun  upon  Monday,  he 
fpoke  that  night  to  the  queen  and  her  hufband,  but  not 
long  5   the  next  day  he  held  long  conferences  with  them 
both,  bat  nothing  came  to  the  knowledge  of  any  whereof 
they  intreated.    I  cannot  fpeak  with  any  that  hath  any 
hope  that  there  will  be  any  good  done  for  the  lords  by 
him,  though  it  is  faid  that  ne  hath  very  good  will  to  do 
fo  to  the  uttermoft  of  his  power.  He  is  lodged  near  to  the 
court,  and  liveth  upon  the  queai's  charges.     Upon  Sun- 
day 
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day  the  order  is  given,  whereat  means  made  to  many  to 
be  prefent  that  day  at  the  mafs.  Upon  Candlemas  day 
there  carried  their  candles,  with  the  queen,  her  hufband, 
the  earl  of  Lennox,  and  earl  Athol ;  divers  other  lords 
have  been  called  together  and  required  to  be  al  the  mafs 
that  day,  feme  have  promifed,  as  CaiTels,  Montgomerie, 
Seton,  Cathnefs.  Others  have  rcfufed,  as  Fleming,  Lc- 
Tingftont  Lindfay,  Huntly  and  Bothel  5  and  of  them  all 
Bothel  is  the  ftoutcft,  but  word  thought  of;  it  was 
moved  in  council  that  mafs  fhould  have  been  in  St.  Giles 
church,  which  I  believe  was  rather  to  tempt  men's  minds, 
than  intended  indeed  :   She  was  of  late  minded  again  to 

'  fend  Robert  Melvin  to  negotiate  with  fuch  as  (he  trufteth 
in  amongft  the  queen's  majefty's  fubje£ls,'of  whofc  good 
willis  this  way  I  truft  that  the  bruit  is  greater  than  the 
truth,  but  in  thefe  matters,  her  majefty  is  too  wife  not 
in  time  to  be  ware,  and  provide  for  the  worft  ;  fome  ir 
that  country  are  thought  to  be  privie  unto  the  bands  an^ 
confederacie  of  which  I  have  written,  whereof  I  am  fur< 

^  there  is  fome  things,  tho'  perchance  of  all  I  have  no 
heard  the  truth  5  in  this  court  divers  quarles,  contentions 
and  debates,  nothing  fo  much  fought  as  to  maintain  mif 
chief  and  diforder.  David  yet  retaineth  ftill  his  place 
not  without  heart  grief  to  many,  that  fee  their  fovereigi 
guided  chiefly  by  fuch  a  fellow ;  the  queen  hath  utterl 
refufed  to  do  any  good  to  my  lord  of  Argyll,  and  it  is  fai 
that  fliall  be  the  firft  voyage  that  {he  will  make  after  fti 
is  delivered  of  being  with  child ;  the  bruit  is  comma 
that  (he  is,  but  hardly  believed  of  many,  and  of  this, 
can  afTure  you,  that  there  have  of  late  appeared  fome  tc 
kens  to  the  contrary. 

No.  XV.     (Vo1.il  p.  153.) 

Part  of  a  Letter  from  the  earl  of  Bedford  and  M 
The.  Randolph  to  the  lords  of  the  copncil  . 
England  from  Barwick,  27th  of  March  156 
An  Original  in  the  Cotton.  Library,  Caligvi 
b.  10.  fol.  372, 

May  itpleafeyour  Honour Sy 
ft7th  Mtfch  TTEARING    of  fo    maynie  matters    as  we    do,     a 
1566.  Xx    fyndinge  fuch  varietie  in    the   reports,    we     h; 

mychc  ado  to  deccrne  the  veritie;  which  maketh  us  1 
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flpwcr  ad4  loother  to  put  any  thing  in  wrytfaig  to  die 
entente  we  wold  not  that  your  honours,  and  by  you  the 
queen's  majeftte,  our  fovereigne,  (hould  not  be  advertifefl 
but  of  the  verie  trothe  as  we  can  poffible.  To  this  end 
wc  thought  good  to  fend  up  captain  Carewe,  who  was  in. 
Edinhourge  at  the  time  of  the  laft  attemptate,  who  {poke 
there  with  diverfe,  and  after  that  with  the  queen's  felf 
and  her  hufband,  conforme  to  that,  which  we  have  learned  . 
by  others  and  know  by  this  reporte,  we  fend  the  fame, 
confirmed  by  the  parties  felf,  that  were  there  prefent  and 
affyfters  unto  thefe  that  were  executors  of  the  afte. 

This  we  fynde  for  certain,  that  the  queen's  hufband 
being  entered  into  a  vehement  fufpicion  of  David,  that  by 
hymfome  thyngc  was  committed,  which  was  moft  agaynftc 
the  queen's  honour,  and  not  to  be  borne  of  his  perte> 
fyrfte  communicated  his  mynde  to  George  Duglas,  who 
fynding  his  forrows  fo  great  fought  all  the  means  he 
coulde  to  put  foaie  remedie  to  his  grieff;  and  communi- 
cating the  fame  unto  my  lord  Ruthen  by  the  king's  cpm« 
mandment,  no  other  waye  coulde  be  found  then  that 
David  fliould  be  taken  out  of  the  waye.  Wherein  he 
was  fo  earneft  and  daylye  preffed  the  fame,  that  no  relic 
could  be  had  untyll  it  was  put  in  execution.  To  this 
that  was  found  good,  that  the  lord  Morton,  and  lord  Lind- 
faye  (hould  be  madeprivieto  th'  intente,  that  theie  might 
have  their  friends  at  hande,  yf  neade  required ;  which 
caufed  them  to  aflemble  fo  mayny,  as  theie  thought  fu£^ 
ficient  againft  the  tyme,  that  this  determination  of  theirs. 
(hould  be  put  in  executione  ;  which  was  determined  the 
ixth  of  this  inftante  3  daies  afore  the  pafliament  fliould 
begyne,  at  which  time  the  fayde  lords  were  affured  that 
the  earles  Argyle,  Morraye,  Rothes  and  their  complyces 
(hclde  have  been  forfeited,  yf  the  king  could  not  be  per- 
fuaded  through  this  ipeans  to  be  their  friends ;  who  for 
the  defyre  he  had  that  this  intent  fliould  take  efFeft  th* 
one  waye  was  content  to  yielde,  without  all  difficultie 
to  t'other,  with  this  condition,  that  theie  fliould  give 
their  confcnts,  that  he  might  have  the  crowne  matrimo- 
nial. .  He  was  fo  impatient  to  fee  thefe  things  he  faw,  and 
were  daylye  brought  to  his  eares,  that  he  dayly  prelTed 
the  faid  lord  RuAen,  that  there  might  be  no  longer  de- 
lay; and  to  the  intent  that  myght  manifefteunto  the  world, 
that  he  approved  the  zike,  was  content  to  be  at  the  doing 
ofdiathimfelf. 

Upon 
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tTpoN" Saturday  at  night  neirc  onto  Viit  o(  the  dock 
Ac  king  convqreth  himfelf,  the  Lord  Ruthen,  George 
l>ttglafs,  and  two  ofliers,  dirowe  his  Dim  chamber  by 
the  frivy  flayers  up  to  the  quecn*s  chamber,  going  to 
"^hich  there  is  a  cabinet  about  xii  foot  fquare ;  in  the 
fame  a  h'ttle  low  repofing  bed  and  a  table,  at  the  which 
theyr  were  fitting  at  fupper  the   quecne,  the  lady  Ar- 
gilc,  and  David  with  his  capp  upon  his  head.     Into  the 
cabinet  there  comcth  in  the  king  and  lord  Rudicn,  who 
willed  Darid  to  come  forthj  faying,  that  was  no  place 
for  him.      The  queen  faid,  that  it  was  her  will.      Her 
ht)Wfband   anfwcrede,  that  y'  was  againft  her  honour. 
TIte  Lord  Ruthen  faid,  that  he  fliould  lemc  better  his 
dcutie,  and  ofFeriog  to  have  taken  him  by  the  arm,  David 
took  the  queen  by  the  blychtes  of    her  gown  and  put 
himfelf  behind  the  queen  who  wolde  gladlee  have  faved 
him :    But  the  king  having  loofed  his  hand,  and  hold- 
ing her  in  his  arms,  David  was  thruft  out  of  the  cabi- 
net throw  the  bed  chamber  into   the  chamber  of  pre- 
ferrs,  whar  were  die  Lord  Morton,  lord  Lindfey,  who  in- 
teirdmg  that  night  to  have  referved  him,  and  the  next  day 
to  hang  htm,  fo  many  being  about  him,  that  bore  him 
.  evi!  win,  one  thruft  him  into  the  boddic  with  a  dagger, 
and  after  hym  a  great  many  others,  fo  that  he  had  in  his 
bbdie  above  wonds.     It  is  told  for  certayne,  that 

the  king's  own  dagger  was  left  flicking  in  him.     Whca- 
ther  he  ftuck  him  or  not  we  cannot  here  for  ccrtayn.  He 
was  not  flayne  in  the  queen's  prefens,  as  was  faid,  but 
going  down  the  ftayres  out  of  the  chamber  of  pwfcns. 
■  Tkek1£  nsmnined  a  long  tyme  with  the  queen  her  howf- 
bnnd  and  the  lord  Ruthen.     She  made,-  as  we  here,  great 
0itcrceflion,  that  he  Ihold  have  no  harm.     She  Uamed 
'    grcatlee  her  howfband  that  was  the  aftor  of  fo  foul  a 
4eed.      It  is  faid,  that  he  did  anfwer,   that  David  had 
.  more  companic  of  ber  boddie  than  he  for  the  fpace  of  two 
months ;  and  therefore  for  her  honour  and  his  own  con- 
tentment he  gave  his  confcnt  that  he  Ihould  be  taken 
away.  "It  is  ndf  (faythc  (he)  «  the  woman's  part  to  feck 
'    "  the  hufband,"  and  therefore  in  that  the  fault  w*s  his 
own.     He  faid  that  when  he  came,  (he  either  wold  not 
or  made  herfelf  Cck.     **  Well,"  faythe  (he,    ««  you  have 
"'taken  your  laft  of  me  and  your  farewd!.'*     Then  w*jrc 
pity,  faym  tlic  Lord  Ruthen,  he  is  your  majefty's  huf- 
band  and  rauft  yield  dutic  to  each  other.     "  Why  may 

->^       "I  not," 
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"  I  not,**  faydie  flic,  **  leave  him  as  well  as  your  wife 
«  did  herhufband  ?"  Other  hare  done  the  like.  The  lord 
Ruthcn  faid  that  fhe  was  lawfully  divorced  from  her  huf- 
band,  and  for  no  fuch  caufe  as  the  king  found  himfclf 
greve.  Befydcs  this  man  was  mean,  bafle,  enemie  to  the 
nobility,  (hame  to  her,  and  deftruftion  to  herfelf  and 
country.  «  Well,"  f^iith  fhe,  "  that  (hall  be  dear  blude 
"  to  feme  of  you,  yf  his  be  fpylt."  God  forbid,  fayeth 
the  lord  Ruthenj  for  the  more  your  grace  fliowe  yourfelf 
oflFended,  the  world  will  judge  the  worfe. 

Her  hufbandthis  tymc  Ipeaketh  Htle,  herfelf  conti- 
nually weepeth.  The  lord  Kuthen  being  ill  at  eafe  and 
weak  calleth  for  a  drink,  and  faythe,  "  This  I  muft  do 
•*  with  your  majiefties  pardon,"  and  perfuadeth  her  in  the 
beft  fort  he  could,  that  fhe  would  pacify  herfelf.  Nothing 
that  could  be  faid  could  pleafe  her. 

In  this  mean  time  there  rofe  a  nombrc  in  the  court ;  tQ 
pacify  which  there  went  down  the  lord  Ruthen,  who  went 
ftrayt  to  the  cries  Huntley,  Bothwell,  and  Atholl,  to  quiet 
them,  and  to  afTure  them  from  the  king  that  nothing  was 
intend  againd  them.  Thefe  notwithftanding  taking  fear, 
when  theie  heard  that  my  lord  Murray  wold  be  there  the 
next  day,  and  Argile  meet  them,  Huntly  and  Bothwell 
both  get  out  of  a  window  and  fo  depart.  Atholl  had  leav» 
of  the  king  with  Flyfh  aad  Glandore»  (who  was  lately 
called  Deyfley  the  perfon  of  Owne)  to  go  where  they 
wold^nd  .bring  Concorde  out  of  the  court  by-  the  lord  oi 
Lldington.  Theie  went  that  night  to  fuch  places  where 
they  Aought  t^iemfelves  in  mgfl  fauftie. 

Beeo&s  the  king  leaft  talk  with  the  queen,  in  the  her^* 
ing  of  the  lord  Ruthen  fhe  was  content  that  he  fhouid  lie 
with  har  that  night.  W.eknow  not  how  he  *  *  himfelf^ 
but  came  not  at  her,  and  excufed  hymfelf  to  his  friends^ 
that  he  was  fo  lleepie,  that  he  could  not  wake  in  due 
feafon.  ^ 

There  were  in  this  companie  two  that  came  in  with 
the  king ;  the  one  Andrewe  Car  of  Fawdenfide,  whom 
the  queen  (ayth  would  have  flroken  her  with  a  dagger, 
and  one  Patrick  Balentine,  brother  to  the  juftice  clerk,  who 
&lfo,  her  grace  fnyth,  oflPered  a  dag  agatnft  her  belly  with 
the^cock  down.  We  have  been  earneflly  in  hand  with 
the.  l9rd  Ruthen  to  know  the  varitie ;  but  he  affureth  uf 
of  ^  cont;rarie.  There  were  in  the  queen's  chamber 
th(  bid  Robert,  Arthur  A;rlkin,  one  o^  two  others, 
a  They 
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They  at  the  firft  offering  to  make  a  defence,  the  lord , 
Ruthen  drawd  his  dagger,  and  4  noo  weapons  then,  that 
were  not  drawn  nor  feen  in  her  prefens,  as  we  are  by  this 
lord  aflured. 

[The  letter  afterwards  gives  an  account  of  the  flight 
to  Dunbar  caftle,  whither  reforted  unto  the  lords  Huntly 
and  Bothwell :  That  the  carl  of  Morton  and  lord  Ruth- 
ven  find  themfelves  left  by  the  king  for  all  his  fair  pro- 
mlfes,  bonds,  and  fubfcriptions*  That  he  h^d  f^rotefted 
before  the  council,  that  he  was  never  confenting  to  the 
death  of  David,  and  .that  it  is  fore  againft  his  will :  "  That 
*«  of  the  great  fubftance  David  had  there  is  much  fpoken, 
•^  fome  fay  in  gold  to  the  value  of  1 1'^£.  His  apparel 
«*  was  veiy  good,  as  it  is  faid,  28  pair  of  velvet  hofe. 
•«  His  chamber  well  fumilhed,  armour,  dagger,  pyfto- 
•*  letts,  harquebufes,  22  fwords.  Of  all  this  nothing 
•'  fpoyld  or  lacked  favirig  2  or  3  daggers.  He  had  the 
•*  cuitody  of  ail  the  queen's  letters,  which  all  were  deli- 
••  vered  unbooked  upon.  We  hear  of  a  juill,  that  he  had 
«*  hanging  about  his  neck  of  fome  price,  that  cannot  be 
^  heard  of.  He  had  upon  his  back,  when  he  was  flayn, 
•^  a  night  gown  of  damaflc  furred,  with  a  fatten  doublet, 
••  a  hofedtruflet  velvet."] 

No.  XVI.     (Vol.  IL  p.  162.) 

Part  of  a  Letter  from  Randolph  to  Cecil,  Jaiu  16, 
1565.6- 

"T  Cannot  tell  what  mifliktng  of  late  there  bath 
^  been  bet^reen  her  grace  and  her  hufband,  he 
|rref&th  cameftly  for  the  matrimonial  crown,  which  flie 
ts  loth  haftily  to  grant  ;  but  willing  to  keep  fomcwhat  in 
ftore,  until  fhe  know  how  well  he  is  worth  to  enjoy  fuch 
a  fovereignty :  and  therefore  it  is  thought  that  the  par- 
Bament  for  a  time  lhalFbe  deferred,  but  hereof  I  can  write 
00  certainty. 

From  Mr.  Randolph's  letter  to  fecrietary  CedL 

4  April* 

1566.    Pts  npHE  juflice^clerk  in  hard  terms,  more  for  his  bro- 

rai^h-*  theirs  caufethan  any  defert,and  as  far  a&I  can  hear 

•iT^naL       .^^^  l^ing  of  all  other  in  worft,  for  neither  hath  the  qiiecn 

4  good 
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good  opinion  of  him  for  attempting  of  any  thing  that 
was  againfl  her  will,  nor  the  people  that  he  hath  denied 
fo  manifeft  a  matter,  being  proved  to  be  done  by  his  com- 
mandment, and  now  himfelf  to  be  the  accufer  and  pur-^ 
(vLtT  of  diem  that  did  as  he  willed  them.  This  Scott,  that 
was  executed,  and  Murray  that  was  yefterday  arraigned^ 
were  both  accufed  by  him.  It  is  written  to  me,  for  cer- 
tain, by  one  that  upon  Monday  laft  fpoke  with  the 
queen,  that  (be  is  determined  that  the  houfe  of  Lennot 
fliall  be  as  poor  in  Scotland  as  ever  it  was.  The  earl 
continueth  fick,  fore  troubled  in  mind  ^  he  ftaith  in  the 
abby,  his  fon  hath  been  once  with  him,  and  he  once 
with  the  queen,  fince  flie  came  to  the  caftle.  The  queen 
hath  now  feenallthe  covenants  and  bands  that  pafled  be- 
tween the  king  and  the  lords,  and  now  findeth  that  his 
declaration,  before  her  arid  council,  of  his  innocency  of 
the  death  of  David  was  falfe ;  and  grievoufly  ofiended 
that,  by  their  means,  he  ihould  feek  to  come  to  the 
crown  matrimonial. 

Part  of  a  Letter  from  Randolph  to  Cecil,  from 
Berwick,  25  April  1566. 

"^HERE  is  continually  very  much  fpeech  of  the 
-  difcord  between  the  queen  and  her  hufband, 
fo  for  that,  that  is  commonly  faid  and  believed  of  himfelf, 
that  Mr.  James  Thornton  is  gone  to  Rome  to  fue  for  a  ^ 
divorce  between  them.  It  is  very  certain  that  Malevafier. 
had  not  fpoken  with  him  within  thefe  three  days.  He 
is  neither  accompanied  nor  looked  upon  of  any  nobleman: 
attended  upon  by  certain  of  lus  own  fervants,  and  fix  or 
feven  of  the  guard ;  at  liberty  to  do,  and  go  where  and 
what  he  will,  they  have  no  hope  yet  among  themfelves  of 
quietnefs. 

Davip*s  brother,  nsaacd  Jofeph,  who  came  tlus 
way  with  Malevafier,  unknown  to  any  man  here,  is  be- 
comefecretary  in  his  brother's  place. 
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Np.XVlI.     (Vol  II.  p.  X  67.) 
The^arl  of  Bedford  to  Cecil,  3d  Auguft  1566* 

^PHE  queen  and  her  liufbancl  agree  after  tlie  old  man- 

-*"  ner,  or  rather  worfe-     She  eateth  but  very  fcldprn 

Mrith  him,  Heth  iroti  nor  keepeth  company  with  hirn»  nor 

•  loveth  any  fuch  as  love  him.  He  is  fo  far  out  of  her  books, 

as  at  her  going  out  of  the  caftlc  of  Edinburgh,  to  remove 

abroad,  he  knew  nodiing  thereof.    It  cannot  for  raodeily, 

nor  with  the  honour  ot  a  queen,  be  reported  what  flie 

faid  of  him.     One  Hickman,  an  Englifli  rnerchant  there, 

having  a  water  fpaniel  which  wSis  very  good,  gave  him  to 

^Ir.  James  Melvill,  who   afterwards,   for  the  pleafurc 

which  he  faw  the  king  have  in  fuch  kind  of  dogs,  ga^e 

i  him  to  the  king.     The  queen  thereupon  fell  marvefloufljf 

I  out  with  Melvill,  and  called  him  diffembler  and  flatterer, 

;  and  faid  flie  could  r>ot  trull  one,  who  would  give  any  thing 

to  fuch  a  one  as  fhe  loved  not. 

The  earl  of  Bedford  to  Cecil,  Aug.  8. 

^pIlE  difagrecment  between  the  queen  and  her  hufbaml 
^  continueth,  or  rather  increafeth.  Robert  Melvill 
drawing  homewards,  within  twelve  miles  of  Eilinburgh, 
could  not  tell  where  to  find  the  queen  ;  fith  ^^hicU  time 
fhe  IS  come  to  Edinburgh,  and  had  not  twelve  horfes  at- 
tendin'g  on  her.  There  was  not  then,  nor  that  I  can  hear 
of  fin(pc,  any  lord  baron,  or  other  nobleman  in  her  com- 
pany. The  king  her  huiband  is  gone  to  Dumfermling, 
and  paflcth  his  time  as  well  as  he  may  j  having  at  hfe  fare- 
well, fuch  countenance  as  would  make  ai  huftaod  heavy 
at  the  heart. 


Sir  John  ForfEer  to  Cecil,  8  Sept.  from  BefwicL 

'^^HE  queen  hath  her  hufband  in  fmall  eftimalion,  ani 
^  the  earl  of  Lennox  came  not  in  the  qjuecn's  fight 
fined  the  death  of  Davy. 
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Sir  John  Forfter  to  Cecil,  i  ith  Dec. 

'pHE  earl  of  Bothwell  is  appointed  to  receive  the  am-  * 
•*■  baffadors,  and  all  things  for  the  chriftening  arc  at 
his  lordihip's  appointment,  and  the  fame  is  fcarcefy  well 
liked  of  the  nobility,  as  is  faid.  The  king  and  queen  is 
prefently  at  Craigmillar,  but^  in  little  greater  familiarity 
than  he  was  all  the  while  paft. 


Advertifements  out  ^  of  Scotland  from  the  earl  of 
.Bedford. 

'T'HAT  the  king  and  queen  agreed  well  together  Aogu* 
-*-  two  days  after  her  coming  from  ■  ■  ,  and  after  ^^^^  '^^ 
my  lord  of  Murray's  coming  to  Edinburgh,  fome  new  thctriivMU 
difcord  has  happened.  The  queen  had  declared  to  my 
lord  of  Murray  that  the  king  bears  him  evil  will,  and 
has  faid  to  her  that  he  is  determined  to  kill  him,  find-< 
ing  fault  that  flie  doth  bear  him  fo  much  company  :  and 
In  like  manner  hath  willed  my  lord  of  Murray  to  fpiere  it 
at  the  king,  which  he  did  a  few  nights  fincc  in  the  Queen's 
prefcnce,  and  in  the  liearirig  of  divers.  The  king  con- 
fefled,  that  reports  were  made  to  him,  that  my  lord  of 
Murray  was  not  his  friend,  which  made  him  fpeak  that 
thing  he  repented  ;  and  the  queen  affirmed,  that  the  kipg 
had  fpoken  fuch  words  unto  her,  and  confefled  before  the 
whole  houfe,  that  {he  could  not  be  content  that  cither  he 
or  any  other  (liould  be  unfriend  to  my  lord  of  Murray. 
My  lord  of  Murray  enquired  the  fame  ftoutly,  and  ufed 
his  fpeech  very  modcftly,  in  the  mean  time  the  king  de- 
parted very  grieved  ;  he  cannot  bear  that  the  queen  fcoulj 
ufe  familiarity  either  with  man  or  woman,  and  efpecially 
the  ladies  of  Arguile,  Murray,  and  Marre,  who  keej) 
motl  company  with  her.  My  lord  of  Murray  and  Both* 
well  have  been  at  evil  words  for  the  1.  of  liedihg^on^ 
before  die  queen,  for  he  and  fir  James  Balfoure  fiad  new 
come  from  Ledington,  with  his  answer  upoii  fuch  heads 
of  articles  as  Bothwell  and  he  (hould  agree  upon,  whi(^ 
being  reported  to  the  laid  earr  in  the  queen  s  prefencCt 
made  anfwer,  that  ere  he  parted  with  fuch  land^  z$  was 
dcfXred,  he  fhould  part  with  his  life.    My  lord  of  Murrat 
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faid  ftoutly  to  htm,  that  tuicnty  as  honcft  men  as  he 
fliould  lofc  their  lives  ere  he  reafte  Ledington.  The  queen 
fpakc  nothing,  but  heard  both  i  in  thefc  terms  they  parted, 
and  fincc,  that  I  hear  of,  have  not  met.  The  queen  after 
her  hunting  came  tq  Edinburgh,  and  carryeth  the  prince 
thence  to  Stirling  with  her.  This  laft  Saturday  was  exe- 
cuted a  fervant  of  the  lord  Ruthven^s,  who  confeflcd  that 
he  was  in  the  cabinet,  but  not  of  council  of  the  faft.  The 
queen  hath  alfo  opened  to  my  lord  of  Murray,  that  money 
was  fent  from  the  pope,  how  much  it  was,  and  by  whomi 
and  for  what  purpofe  it  was  brought. 


No.XVni.     (Vol.  II.  p.  182.) 

Part  of  a  Letter  from  Elizabeth  to  Mary,  Feb.  20, 
1569.  A  copy  interlined  by  Cecil.  It  contains 
an  anfwer  to  a  complaining  letter  of  Mary's 
upon  the  imprifonment  of  the  biihop  of  Rofs. 

1^ — —A  ITER  this  [1.  e.  Mary's  landing  in  Scotland] 
"^^  how  patiently  did  I  bear  with  many  vain  delays 
in  not  ratifying  the  treaty  accorded  by  your  own  com- 
miiTioners,  whereby  I  received  no  fmall  unkindncfs,  be- 
fides  the  manifold  caufes  of  fufpicion  that  I  might'  not 
hereafter  truft  to  any  writings.  Then  followed  a  hard 
manner  of  dealing  with  me,  to  intice  my  fubjed  and  near 
kinfman,  the  lord  Damly,  under  colour  of  private  fuits 
for  land,  to  come  into  the  realm,  to  proceed  in  treaty  of 
marriage  with  him  without  my  knowledge,  yea  to  con- 
chide  me  fame  without  my  aflent  or  liking.  And  how 
many  unkind  parts  accompanied  that  fad,  by  receiving 
of  my  fubje£l8  that  were  bafe  runnegatea  and  ofienders  at 
home,  and  enhancing  them  py  places  of  credit  againft  my 
Willi  with  many  fuch  like,  I  will  leiive  for  that  the  re- 
membrance of  the  fame  cannot  but  be  aoyfome  to  you. 
And  yet  all  thefe  did  I  as  it  were  fupprefs  and  overcome 
with  my  nsiturd  inclination  of  love  towards  you;  and 
did  afterwards  gladly,  as  you  know,  chriilen  your  fon, 
the  jcbild  of  my  uid  kinfman,  that  had  before  fo  unloyally 
offended  me,  innh  in  marriage  of  you,  and  in  other  un« 
dujtiful  tt£iges  towards  me  his  fovereign.  <  How  friendly 
alfo  icalt  I  by  me ffagcs  to  reconcile  him,  being  your  huf- 
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b^nd^  to  yoU)  when  ^thers  nouriihed  dtfcord  betwixt  ]rou» 
who  as  it  feemed  had  more  power  to  work  their  purpofes» 
being  «vil  to  you  both,  than  I  had  to  do  you  good^  in  re^ 
fpeft  of  the  evil  I  had  received.  Well  I  will  overpafs 
your  hard  accidents  that  followed  for  lack  of  following 
my  council.  And  then  in  your  moft  extremity,  when 
you  was  a  prifoner  indeed,  and  in  danger  of  your  life  from 
your  notorious  evil  willers,  how  far  from  my  mind  was 
the  remembrance  of  any  unkindnefs  you  had  fliewed 
me.  Nay,  how  void  was  I  of  refpeft  to  the  defigns  which 
the  world  had  feen  attempted  by  you  to  my  crown,  and 
the  fecurity  that  might  have  enfued  to  my  ftate  by  your 
death,  when  I  finding  your  calamity  to  be  great,  tnatyou 
were  at  the  pit^s  brink  to  have  miferably  loft  your  life,  did 
not  only  intreat  for  your  life,  but  fo  Uireatened  fome  as 
were  irritated  againft  you,  that  I  only  may  fay  it,  even  I 
was  the  principal  caufe  to  fave  your  life. 

No.  XIX.    (Vol.  II.  p.  ao2.) 

Letter  of  Q^  Elizabeth  to  Q^  of  Scots.  Thus 
marked  on  the  back  with  Cecil's  hand.— C<>//tf 
Literarum  Regia  Majejiatis  ad  Reginam  Scotctum. 
Vin^  Afrilis. 

"VtADAME,  vous  ayant  trop  moleftj  par  M.  de  ^P^OU 
-^^  Crocq,  je  n'eulTe  eu  fi  peu  de  confideration  dc  voUs  *" 
fafcher  de  cette  lettre,  fi  les  liens  de  charite  vers  les  ruincz, 
etles  prieres  desmiferables  nem'y  contraignaflcnt.  Je  en- 
tens  que  un  edit  a  ete  divulgue  de  par  vous,  madame,  que 
ung  chafcun,  que  veultjuftifierque  onsefte  les  meurtriers 
de  votre  feu  mari,  et  mon  feu  couGn,  viennent  a  le  faire 
le  xiime  de  ce  mois.  La  quelle  chofe,  comme  c'eft  plus 
honourable  et  neceflaire,  qui  en  tel  gas  fe  pourra  faire,  ne 
y  eftant  cache  quelque  mift^e  ou  finefle,  ainfi  le  perc  et 
amis  du  mort  gentelhomme  m'ont  humblement  requis. 
que  je  vous  priaffe  de  prolongue  le  jour,  pource  qu'il; 
CognoiiTent  que  les  iniques  fe  font  combiners  par  force  de 
iaire  ceque  par  droi£l  ils  ne  poiint>nt  pas  faire  i  part^t* 
je  ne  puis  mais  finon  ppur  Tamour  de  vous  meme,  a  qui  il 
touche  le  plus,  et  pour  la  confolation  des  innocens,  de 
vous  exhprter  le  leur  conceder  cette  requefte,  laquelle,  fi 
^lle  les  feroit  nie,  vous  tourneroit  grandement  en  foupcon, 
4c  plus  que  jVfpere  ne  penfez,  et  que  ne  voudriez  volon* 
Y3  tiers 
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tiers  oiltyr.  Pour  raiooor  de  Dieu,  madame,  ufez  de  telle 
finoerke  &  prudence  en  ce  cas  qui  vos  touchc  de  fi  pres, 
que  tout  k  monde  aye  raifoni  de  vous  livrer  <:omme  in* 
Hocente  d'ung  crime  fi  enorme,  chofe  que  fi  ne  fifteS)  feriez 
dignement  efboye  hors  de  rancz  de  princeflesj  &  non  fans 
caufe  faite  opprobre  de  vulgairci  et  plutot  que  oela  vous 
avienne^  je  vous  fouhaiterois  une  fepulture  honorable, 
qu'une  vie  maculee ;  vous  voiez  madame,  que  je  vous  traite 
comme  ma  fiUc,  et  vous  promets,  que  fi  j'en  eufle,  nc  lay 
fouhaiterois  mieulx,  que  je  vous  defire,  comme  le  Seigneur 
Dieu  me  porte  tefmoignage,  a  que  je  prie  de  bon  coeur  de 
vous  infpirer  a  faire  ce  qui  vous  fera  plus  a  honneur,  et 
m  vos  amis  plus  de  confolation,  avec  mes  tres  cordialles 
recommendations  comme  a  icelle  a  qui  fe  fouhaite  le  plus 
de  bien,  qm  vous  pourra  en  ce  monde  avenir.  De  Weftt 
€e  8  jour  de  Janvier^  en  hafte. 

No.  XX.     (Vol.  n.  p.  217.) 

Account  of  the  fentence  of  divorce  between  the 
^arl  of  Bothwell  and  lady  Jean  Gordon  his  vifc. ' 
From  a   m?inufcript    belonging  to  Mr.  David 

.    Falconer,  advocate.    FoL  455. 

UPOUN  the  19  of  Apryle  1567,  before  the  richt 
hon.  Mr.  Robert  Maitland  dean  of  Aberdene,  Mr* 
Edward  Henryfon  dodor  in  the  laws,  two  of  the  fc- 
nators  of  the  college  of  juftice,  Mr.  Clement  Little,  and 
Mr.  Alexander  Syme  advocattis,  commiflers  of  Edn"^; 
compeered  Mr.  Henry  Kinroffc,  procurator  for  Jean  Gour- 
dounc  countes  of  Bothwell,  conftitute  be  her  for  purfew- 
ing  of  ane  proces  of  divorcement  intendit  by  her  contra 
James  erle  Bothwel  her  hufband  for  adultry,  committed  be 
him  with  Beflxc  Crawfurde  the  purfueis  fervant  for  the 
time  ;  and  Ccklyke,  for  the  faid  eric,  compeared  Mr.  Ed? 
mond  Hay,  who  efter  he  had  purfued  and  craved  the  pur-. 
fuer's  procurator's  oath  de  calumnia,  if  he  had  juft  caus 
to  purfew  the  faid  aftion,  and  obtained  it,  denyed  the  li- 
bell,  and  the  faid  Mr.  Harrie  took  the  morne,  the  laft  day 
of  Apryie,  to  prove  the  fame  pro  prima.  The  quhilk  day, 
having  produced  forae  witnefles,  he  took  the  next  day> 
being  the  i  of  J^Jay,  tp  do  farther  diligence.  Upon  the 
quhilk  I  of  May,  he  produced  fomc  mqc  witnefles^  and 
'     .      \  A«iift4k«4i»  tke^l^u  ccvfc^ed  wich  Cecirs  iiao4  Vlli^  ^piUi*. 
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irnouncecl  farther  probatioune.  After  quhilk,  he  defircfl 
a  term  to  be  affigned  to  pronounce  fentence.  To  whom 
thefaid  commiflars  afllgiied  Satterday  next,  the  3  of  May, 
to  pronounce  fentence  therein,  fecundura  alegata  et  pro- 
bata, quilk  accordingly  was  given  tliat  day  in  favour  of 
the  purfewar. 

At  the  fame  time  tlif  re  was  another  proces  intcndit  hp 
the  erl  of  Bothwell  coqtr  his  lady,  for  to  have  their  mar- 
riage 4eclaredjiul,  as  being  contraftcd  againft  the  canons, 
without  a  difpenfation,  and  lie  and  his  lady  being  within 
degrees  defenrfand,  viz.  ferdis  a  kin,  and  that  wyfe  for  ex- 
peding  of  this  proces,  there  was  a  commifliouije  grantit 
to  the  arcabifliopof  St,  A.ndrois  to  cognofce  and  determine 
itj  and  Ro^  bilhop  of  Dunkcld,  William  bifliop  of^Dun^ 
blane,  Mr.  Andro  Craufurd  chanon  in  Glafgow,  and  par- 
fon  of  Egelfi^ame,  Mr,  Alexander.  Creichtoun,  and  Mr. 
George  Cooke  chancellor  of  Duiikeld,  and  to  Mr.  Johne 
Manderftoune  chanon  in  Dunbar  and  prebendar  of  Bel* 
toune,  or  any  aite  of  them>  This  commifTione  is  datk 
1J7  Aprile  1567,  was  prefented  to  two  of  the  faids  con\- 
miflioners,  viz.  Mr.  And^  Crawfurd  and  Mr.  John  Man* 
derftoune  on  Satterday  3  May,  by  }dr.  Thomas  Hepburne 
parfon  of  Auldham (locks,  procurator  for  the  crle  of  Both^ 
wpll,  who  accepted  the  delegatioune,  and  gave  out  their 
citation  by  precept,  direfted  Decano  Chriltianitatis  de 
Hadingtounejnec  non  vicario  fe^  curato  eccle.  parochise  de 
Creichtoune,  feu  cuicunq;  alteri  cappellanp  debiti  requifin 
tis,  fer  fummoning,  at  the  faid  erles  inftanpe,  both  of  thq 
lady  perfonally  if  fte  could  be  had,  or  otherways  at  the 
parofche  kerk  of  Creichtoune  tlie  time  of  fervice,  or  at  her 
dwelling  place  before  witnefles,  primo,  fecundo,  tertio  et 
peremptorie,  unico  tamen  contextu  protupHce  cditlo. 
And  iikeways  to  be  witnefles  in  the  (aid  matter,  Alex, 
bifliop  of  Galloway,  who  did  marry  the  faid  erle  and  hig 
lady,  in  Halerud-houfe  kirk,  in  Feb.  i5/>3,  fir  John  Ban»^ 
iiatyne  of  Auchnoule  juftice  clerk,  Mr.  Robert  Creich-s  * 
toun  of  Elliok  jhe  queen's  advocate,  Mr.  David  Chalmeri^ 
provoft  of  Creichtoun  and  chancellor  of  Rofs,  Michael  — 
Abbot'of  Mdirofs,  and  ^o- compear  before  the  faid  jiicfgeg 
or  any  one  of  fhem  in  St.  QcWs  kirk  in  luK  on  M(]jnday 
the  5  of  May,  be  thamfelves,  or  their  procu>;^tors.  Upon 
thefaid  5  4ay»  Mr.  John  Mandcrltoun,  one  of  the  judges 
rfelega^  only  bciqg  prefent^j  compcai-ctl  the  faipe  procura, 
^         ■  *^*       :  Y4  for. 
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tors  for  both  the  parties  that  were  In  the  former  procest 
TwQuwdi    Mr.  Edmund  Hay  (  articulatlie  )and 

In  tiK  M-  fome  of  the  witnefles  fummoned  produced,  and  receiTed 
SSSr***  ^^^  proving  the  fame.  The  faid  procurator  renounced 
farder  probatioune,  and  the  judge  affigned  the  momei  the 
<5th  of  May,  ad  publicandum  produfb,  nempe  depofi- 
tiones  ipforum  teftium.  The  quhilk  day,  poft  publicatas 
depofitiones  praedi£ias,  Mr.  Hen.  KinroiTe,  procurator  for 
the  hidy  inftanter  objecit  obje<2iones  juris  generaliter, 
contra  produ£fca,  infuper  renunciavit  ulteriori  defenfioni ; 
proinde  cohclufa  de  confenfu  procuratorum  hinc  inde 
caufa,  judex  prsedi&us  ftatuit  craftinum  diem  pro  termina, 
ad  pronunciandam  fuam  fententiam  definitivaai,  ex  de- 
dudlis  coram  eo,  in  prsefenti  caufa  et  procefTu.  Conform 
hereunto,  on  Wednefday  the  7th  of  May,  the  faid  judge 
gave  out  his  fentence  in  favour  of  the  erle,  declaring  the 
marriage  to  b;;,  and  to  have  been  null  from  the  begiiH 
ning,  in  refycCt  of  their  contingence  in  blood,  wluch 
hindered  their  lawful  marriage  without  a  difpcnfation  ob- 
tained of  befoir. 

No.  XXI.     (VoUn.p.  221.) 

A  Letter  from  England  concerning  the  murder  of 
king  Henry  Darnley,     "" 

MkU^Z  T^"^^^^^  ^^^  commodity  of  this  bearer  Mr.  Qark,  I 
chielet/*  ^^  ^^*^  g^^^  ^^  write  a  few  words  unto  you.  I  have 
Bundle  B«  rec'  fome  writs  from  you ;  and  fome  I  have  feen  lately 
N©.  »5«  fent  to  others  from  you,  as  njimely  to  the  earl  of  Bedford  « 
the  x6th  of  May*  I  nave  participat  the  contents  thereof  to 
fuch  as  I  thought  meet,  this  mekle  I  can  aiTure  you ;  the 
intelligence  given  hither  by  the  French  was  untrue,  for 
there  was  not  one  papift  or  proteilant  which  did  not  con- 
fent  that  juftice  fhould  be  done,  be  the  queen  tny  fov*^*  aid 
andfupport,  againft  fuch  as  had  committed  that  abomi- 
nable ill  murder  in  your  country  $  but  to  fay  truth,  the  lack 
and  coldnefs  did  not  rife  from  luch  as  were  called  to  coun- 
cil, but  from  fuch  as  ihould  give  life  and  execution 
thereunto.  ^  And  further,  I  afiure  you,  I  never  knew  no 
matter  of  eftate  proponed  which  had  fo  many  favourers  of 
all  forts  of  nations  as  this  had  :  yea,  I  can  fay  unto  you, 
no  man  promoted  the  matter  with  greater  affedlion^  than 
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d)e  Spaniih  ambaflador.     And  fure  I  am  that  no  man  dare 
openly  be  of  any  other  mind,  but  to  affirm  that  whofo- 
ever  is  guilty  of  this  murder  handfafted  with  advoutre^ 
is  unwortliy  to  live.     I  fhall  not  need  to  tell  you,  which 
be  pur  lettSi  and  (tayes  from  all  good  things  oere.    Tou 
are  acquainted  with  them  as  well  as  L     Neds  I  muft  con* 
fefs,  tnat  howfoever  we  omit  occafions  of  benefit,  hc^ 
nour,  and  furety ;  it  behoveth  your  whole  nobility,  and 
namely  fuch  as  oefore  and  after  the  murder  were  deemed 
to  allow  of  Bodwell,  to  profecute  with  fword  and  juftice 
the  puniihment  of  thofe  abominable  ads,  though  we  lend 
you  but  a  cold  aid,  and  albeit  you,  and  divers  others,  both 
donourable  and  honeft,  be  well  known  to  me,  and  fun- 
dry  others  here,  to  be  juftifiable  in  all  their  a&ions  and 
doings ;  yet  think  not  the  contrary  but  your  whole  nation 
isblemiihed  and  jnfamit  by  thefe  doings  which  lately  pailed 
among  you.     What  we  (hall  do  I  know  not,  neither  do  I 
write  unto  you  afluredly,  for  we  be  fubjeift  unto  many 
mutations,  and  vet  I  think  we  fhall  either  aid  you,  or  con- 
tinue in  the  defence  and  fafeguard  of  your  prince,  fo  as  it 
appear  to  us  that  you  mean  his  fafeguard  mdeed,  and  not 
to  run  the  fortune  of  France,  which  will  be  your  owa 
deftrudion,  if  you  be  unadvifed.     I  know  not  one,  no  not 
one  of  any  quality  or  eftate  in  this  country,  which  doec 
allow  of  tne  queen  yo^r  fovereign,  but  would  gladly  the 
world  were  rid  of  her,  fo  as  the  fame  were  done  without 
farther  flander,  that  is  to  fay  by  ordinary  juftic?.    Tbi$ 
I  fend  the  23d  of  May. 


No.  XXII.     (Vol.  n.  p.  231O 

Fart  of  a  Letter  from  Sir  Nicolas  Throkmortoa  to 
Cecily  1  ith  of  July  1567,  from  Berwick. 

— -*OlR,  your  letter  of  the  6th  of  July,  I  received  the  An  Ori|i. 

*^  loth  at  Berwick.  I  am  forry  to  fee  that  the  »»»^  ***i«' 
queen's  majefty's  difpofition  alteieth  not  towards  the  lords,  ^  ^' 
'  for  when  all  is  done,  it  is  they  which  muft  ftand  her 
more  in  ftead,  than'  the  queen  her  coufin,  and  will  be 
better  inftruments  to  wozk  fome  benefite  and  quietnefi  to 
her  majefty  and  her  realm,  than  the  queen  of  Scotland 
wiiichis  void  of  good  fame. 

A  Let. 
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A  Letter  from  Sir  Nicolas  Throkniorton  to  Cecil, 
from  Faftcaftle,  12th  of  July  1567* 

CIR,  ns  vou   might  perceive  by  my  letter  of  the  nth 
■''^  July,  i  lodged   at  Faftcaftle  th^t  night,  accompanyed 
with  the  lord  Hume,  the  lord  of  Ledington,  and  James 
Melvin,  where  I  was  intreated  very  well  according  to  the 
ftate  of  that  place,  which  is  fitter  to  lodge  prifoners  than 
folks  at 'liberty,  as  it  is  very  little,  fo  it  is  very  fl:rong. 
Jiy  the  Conference  I  have  had  with  the  lord  of  Ledingtou 
I  find  the  lords  his  aflbciates  and  he  hath  left  nothing  un- 
thought  of,  which  may  be  either  to  thir  danger,  or  work 
them  furety,  wherein  they  do  not  forget  what  good  and 
harmc  France  may  do  them,  and  likewife  they  confider 
the  fame  of  England ;  but  as  farr  as  I  can  perceive,  {q 
be  plain  with  yow,  they  find  more  perril  to  grow  unto 
them  through  the  queen's  majefty's  dealing  than  either  they 
<Io  by  the  French,  or  by  any  contrary  faftion  amongeft 
tlicmfelves,  for  they  aflure  thetnfelvesthe  queen  will  Icay^, 
them  In  the  bryers  if  they  run  her  fortoun,  and  though 
they  do  acknowledge  great  benefit  as  well  to  them,  as  tq 
the  realm  of  England  by  her  majefty's  doings  at  Lei|h, 
whereof  they  fay  mutually  her  majcfty  and  both  the  realms 
have  received  great  fruit :  yet  upon  other  accidents  which 
|iave  chanced  fince,  they  have  obferved  fuch  things  in  her 
majefty's  doings,  as  have  ended  to  the  danger  of  fuch  as 
(he  hath  dealt  withjil,  to  the  overthrow  of  your  own  defign- 
ments,  and  little  to  the  fuerty  of  any  party:  and  upon  theft 
confiderations  arid  difcourics  at  IcngtlT,  methinketh  I  find 
a  difpofition  in  them,  that  .either  they  mind  to  make  their 
bargain  with  France,  *ct  clfe  to  deal  neither  with  France 
nor  yow,  but  to  do  what  they  ihall  think  meet  for  their 
ftate  and  fucrty,  ^nd  to  ufe  their  remedy  as  occafipns  (hall 
move  them  1  meanuig  ;ieither  to  irritate  France  nor  Eng- 
land, untill  fuch  tipie  as  they  have  made  their  bargain  af- 
fuyedly  with  pne  of  yow  5  for  they  think  it  coiiYcnicnt  to 
proceed  with  yow  both  for  a  while  pari  paflu,  fpr  that 
was  my  lord  of  I^dingtpn's  terms,     I  do  perceave  they 
take  the  matter  very  unkindly,  that  nq  better  anfwcr  is 
made  to  the  letter,  which  the  lords  did  fend  to  her  majcfty^ 
and  likewi^  that  they  hear  nothing  from  yow  to  their  fa- 
tisfadion,  I  have  aniweredas  well  as  I  can,  and  have  al« 
jedgcd  their  own  proceedings  fo  ob(c\qrcly  with  the  aueen. 
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and  their  uncertainly  hath  occafioned  this  that  is  ycjL  hap- 
pened, and  therefore  her  majefty  hath  fent  me  to  the  end 
I  may  inform  her  throughly  of  the  ft  ate  of  the  matters,  and 
upon  the  declaration  of  their  minds  and  intents  to  fuch 
purpofcs  as  Ihall  be  by  me  propofed  on  her  majefty's  be- 
half unto  them,  they  (hall  bf  reafonably  and  refolutely  an- 
fwered.     At  thefe  things  the  lord  of  Ledington  fmiled  and 
(hook  his  head,  and  faid  it  were  better  for  us  yow  would 
let  us  alone,  than  neither  to  do  us  nor  yourfelves  good,  as 
I  fear  me  in  the  end  that  will  prove ;  S'  if  there  be  any 
truth  in  Ledington,  le  Crocq  is  gone  to  procure  Ram- 
boilct  his  coming  hither  or  a  man  of  like  quality,  and  to 
deliver  them  of  their  queen  for  ever,  who  flaall  lead  her  life 
in  France  in  an  abbey  reclufed,  the  prince  at  the  French 
devotion,  the  realm  governed  by  a  council  of  their  elec-? 
tlon  of  the  Scottifh  nation,  the  forts  committed  to  the 
cuftody  of  fuch  as  (hall  be  chofcn  amongft  themfelves,  as 
yet  I  find  no  great  likelihood  that  I  fhall  have  accefs  to  the 
queeuj  it  is  objefted  they  may  not  fo  difpleafe  the  French 
king,  unlefs  they  were  fure  to  find  the  queen  of  England 
a  good  friend  j  and  when  they  once  by  my  accefs  to  the 
queen  have  ofiended  the  French,  then  they  fay  yow  will 
make  your  profit  thereof  to  their  undoing  ;  and  as  to  the 
queen's  liberty,  which  was  the  firll  head  that  I  propofed^ 
they  faid  that  thereby  they  did  perceive  that  the  queen 
wants  their  undoing,  for  as  for  the  reft  of  the  matters  it 
was  but  folly  to  talk  of  them,  the  liberty  going  before  j 
.  but  faid  they,  if  you  will  d^  us  no  gopd,  do  us  no  harm, 
and  we  will  provide  for  ourfelves.     In  tke  end  they  faid, 
we  (hall  ref  ufe  our  own  commodity,  before  they  concluded 
with  any  other,  which  I  fliould  hear  of  at  my  coming  to 
Edin*^ ;  by  my  next  I  hope  lo  fend  you  the  band  conclud- 
ed by  Hamiltons,  Argyll,  Huntly,  and  that  fafbion,  not  fo 
much  to  the  prejudice  of  the  lords  of  Edin*^,  as  that  which  -w 

was  fent  into  Frange  5  thus  having  no  more  leifure,  but 
compelled  to'  leap  on  horfeback  with^  the  lords  to  go  to 
Edin*",  I  humbly  take  my  leave  of  frqm  Faftcaftlc  the  I2tli 
pf  July  1567, 
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To  Sir  Nicolas  Throkmorton  being  in  Scotland. 
By  the  queen,  the  14th  July  1567. 

^pRUSTY  and  well  beloved  we  greet  you  well,  though 
-■-  we  think  that  the  caufA  will  often  change  upon 
variety  of  accidents,  yet  we  think  for  fundry  refpcfts,  not 
amifs,  that  as  yow  {hall  deal  with  the  lords  having  charge 
of  the  young  prince  for  the  committing  of  him  into  our 
realm,  fo  (hall  yow  alfo  do  well,  in  treaty  with  the  queen, 
to  offer  her  that  where  her  realm  appeareth  to  be  fubje^l 
to  fundry  troubles  from  time  to  time,  and  thereby  (as  it  is 
manifeft)  her  fon  cannot  be  free,  if  fhe  fliall  be  contented 
that  her  fon  may  enjoy  furety  and  quietnefs,  within  this 
our  realm,  being  fo  near  as  fhe  knows  it  is  j  wc  fliall  not 
faill  to  yield  her  as  good  furety  therein  for  her  child^  as 
can  be  devifed  for  any  that  might  be  our  child  bom  of 
our  own  body,  and  fhall  be  glad  to  (hew  to  her  therein 
the  trew  efFe^  of  nature  5  and  herein  (he  may  be  by  yow 
remembered  how  much  good  may  enfue  to  her  fon  to  be 
nouriihed  and  acquainted  with  our  country ;  and  there- 
fore all  things  confidered,  this  occaGon  for  her  child, 
were  rather  to  be  fought  by  her  and  the  friends  of  hinij 
than  ofiered  by  us;  and  to  this  end,  we  mean  that  yomr 
ihall  fo  deal  with  her,  both  to  ftay  her  indeed  from  in- 
clining to  the  French  pradice,  wluch  is  to  us  notoriousj 
to  convey  her  and  the  prince  into  France,  and  alfo  to 
avoid  any  juft  oflFence,  that  fhe  might  hereafter  conceive^ 
if  (he  (hould  hear  that  we  (hould  deal  with  the  lords  for 
the  prbce* 

Sir  Nicolas    Throkmorton  to  queen  Elizabeth, 
^        1 4th  July  1 567,  from  Edinburgh. 


An  On.       1 T  may  pleafe  your  majefty  to  be  advertifed,  I  did  figni- 
y^^'tOf  ^^  "*^'°  ^^''  Secretary  by  my  letters  of  die  nth  and 

fic^^'  "  1 2th  of  July,  the  day  of  mine  entry  into  Scotland^  the 
caufes  of  my  ftay,  my  lodging  at  Faftcaftle,  a  place  of  the 
lord  Hume's,  where  I  was  met  by  the  faid  Lord  and  bythe 
lord  Lidington,  and  what  had  pafled  in  conference  be- 
twixt us,  while  ft  I  was  at  the  faid  Faftcaftle.  Since 
which  time,  accompanied  with  the  lords  aforefaid,  and 
.with  400  horfes  by  their  appointment  for  my  better  con^ 
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dvtGt,  I  came  to  Edin'  the  1 2th  of  thiyprefcnt.  The  13th  1 
being  Sunday  appointed  for  a  folemne  communion  in  this 
town,  and  alio  a  folemne  fad  being  publiflied,  I  could  not 
have  conference  with  the  lords  which  he  aflembied  within 
this  town  as  I  dcfired,  that  is  to  fay  the  earls  of  Athole, 
and  Morton,  the  lord  Hume,  the  lord  of  Ledington,  fit 
James  Balfouf  captain  of  the  cattle,  Mr.  James  M'Gill^ 
and  the  prcfident  of  the  feflion. 

Nevertheless  I  made  means  by  the  lord  of  Liding- 
ton  that  they  would  ufe  no  protra£le  of  time  in  mine  au- 
dience, fo  did  I  likewife  to  the  earle  of  Morton,  whom  I 
met  by  chance ;  I  was  anfwercd  by  them  both,  that  albeit 
the  day  were  deftined  to  facred  exercifes,  fuch  as  were 
there  of  the  council  would  confult  upon  any  moyen  touch- 
ing my  accefs  unto  them  and  my  conference  with  thera, 
and  faid  alfo,  that  in  the  afternoon  either  they  would  come 
to  me,  or  1  (hould  hear  from  them.  About  4  of  the  clock 
in  the  afternoon,  the  fald  13th  day,  the  Lord  of  Liding- 
ton  came  to  my  lodgings,  and  declared  unto  me  on  the 
behalf  of  the  lords  and  others,  that  they  required  me  to 
have  patience,  though  they  had  defFerredmyconference  with 
themt  which  was  grounded  principally  upon  the  abfence 
of  the  earles  of  Mar  and  Qlencairn,  the  lords  Semple^ 
Crighton,  and  others  of  the  council,  faying  alfo  that  they 
did  confider  the  matters  which  I  was  on  your  behalf 

to  treat  with  them  of,  were  of  great  importance,  as  they 
could  not  fatisfy  nor  conveniently  treate  with  me,  nor 
give  J»e  anfwer  without  the  advice  of  the  lords,  and  others 
their  aflbciates  }  the  lord  of  Lidington  alfo  fald  unto  me, 
that  where  he  perceived,  by  his  private  conference  with 
mc  in  my  journey  hitherwards,  that  I  prefled  greatly  to 
have  fpeedy  accefs  to  the  queen  their  fovereign,  he  "per- 
ceived, by  the  lords  and  others  which  were  here,  that  In 
that  matter  there  was  great  difficulty  for  many  refpe£lf»but 
fpecially  becaufe  they  had  refufed  to  the  French  ambafla- 
dor  the  like  accefs,  which  being  granted  unto  me,  might 
greatly  offend  the  French,  a  matter  which  they  defired 
and  iotended  to  efchew ;  for  they  did  not  find  by  your  ma- 
jetty's  dealings  with  them  hitherto,  that  it  behoved  them 
$0  irritate  the  French  king,  and  to  lofc  his  favour  and  good 
intelligence  with  him  :  I  anfwered,  that  as  to  their  refufal 
mad^  unto  the  French  ambaflador,  monfieur  de  Ville 
Roye  was  difpatched  forth  of  France  before  thefe  acci-^ 
dents  here  happened^  and  his  fpecial  errand  was  to  impeach 
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tlic  queen's  marriage  with  the  earle  of  Bothel  (for  fo  m* 
deed  fmce  my  coming  hither  I  learned  his  commiffion 
tended  to  that  end,  and  to  make  ofFer  to  the  queen  of  an- 
other marriage),  and  as  to  monfieur  de  Crocq,  he  could 
have  no  order  forth  of  France  concerning  thefe  matters, 
fince  they  happened ;  and  therefore  they  might  very  well 
hold  them  fufpefted  to  have  conference  with  the  queen, 
leaft  they  might  treate  of  matters  in  this  time  without  in- 
ftruftions,  and  fo  rather  do  harm  then  good  ;  hut  your  ma- 
jefty  being  advertized  of  all  things  which  had  chanced,  had 
fent  me  hither  to  treat  with  them,  for  the  well  of  the  realm, 
for  the  converfation  of  their  honours  and  credit,  and  for 
their  furcty  ;  and  I  might  boldly  fay  unto  him,  that  your 
majefty  had  better  deferved  than  the  French  had.  He 
faid,  for  his  own  part,  he  was  much  bound  unto  your  ma- 
jefty, and  had  always  found  great  favour  and  courtefy  in 
England; 'but  to  be  plain  with  you,  fifi  fayed  he,  there  is 
not  many  of  this  -jiflenibly  that  have  found  fo  greslt  obliga- 
tion at  tne  queen  your  fovereign*s  hands,  as  at  the  French 
lrfng*s,  for  the  earles  of  Morton  and  Glencaim  be  the  only 
perfons  which  took  benefit  by  the  queen's  majefty's  aid  at 
Leith,  the  reft  of  the  noblemen  were  not  in  the  aSion  j 
and  we  think,  faid  he,  the  queen's  majefty  your  Ibvereign, 
by  the  opinion  of  her  own  council,  and  all  the  world,  took 
as  great  benefit  by  that  charge  ay  the  realm  of  Scotland, 
or  any  particular  perfon  ;  and  not  to  tjdk  with  yow  as  an 
ambafllidor,  but  with  fir  Nicolas  Thrbkmorton,  my  lord 
Morton,  and  fuch  as  were  in  pain  for  the  death  of  Davie, 
found  but  cold  favour  of  the  queen's  majetty's  hands,  when 
they  were  baniftied  forth  of  their  own  country  ;  but  I 
would  all  our  whole  company  were  as  well  willing  to  ac- 
complifli  the  queen  your  fovereign  intents  and  defires  as 
I  am  ;  for  mine  own  part,  I  am  but  one,  and  that  of  the 
meatteft  fort,  and  they  be  many  noblemen  and  fuch  as 
have  great  interejl  in  the  matter,  mary  yowftiaH  be  affurcd 
Iwill  imploy  myfelf  to  imploy  my  credit,  and  all  that  I 
may  do,  to  fatisfie  the  queen  your  miftrefs,  as  much  as 
lyeth  in  me,  and  for  your  own  part  you  have  a  great  many 
friends  ii^  this'l^cmbly,  with  many  other  good  words. 
But  for  concluGon  I  mull  take  this  tor  an  anfwer  to  ftay 
until  the  other  lords  wqre  come,  and  thereupon  I  thought 
meet  to  advertize  your  majefty  what  hath  pafled,  and  how 
far  forth  I  hare  proceeded  ;  'your  expeftation  being  great 
ta  hear  from  hence. 

And 
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Ai^D  now  to  advertize  your  majcfty  of  t!ie  ftatc  of  all 
tWngs,  3sl  have  learned  fihce  my  coming  hither^  it  may 
pleafe  your  majefty  to  nnderftand  as  foUoweth. 

Tflie  queen  of  Scotland  remain€th  in  good  health  in  th« 
caftle  of  Lochleven,  guarded  by  the  lord  Lindfay  and  Loch^ 
leven  the  owner  of  the  houfe  ;  for  the  lord  Ruthven  iai  im- 
ployed  in  another  commiffion,  becaufe  he  began  to  ihoW 
Ijreat  favour  to  the  queen,  and  to  give  her  intelRgcncc. 
She  is  waited  on  with  5  or  6  ladys,  4  or  5  gentlewomen, 
and  2  chanlberers,  whereof  one  fs  a  French  woman.  The 
earle  of  Buchan,  the  earle  of  Murray's  brother,  hath  alfo 
Kberty  to  <:ome  to  her  at  his  pkafure  ;  the  lords  aforefaid, 
which  h'Avt  her  in  guard,  doe  keep  her  very  ilraitly,  and 
3IS  far  as  I  can  perceive,  their  rigour  proceedetffby  their 
order  from  thefe  men,  becaufe  that  the  queen  will  not  by 
any  means  be  induced  to  lend  her  authority  to  profecute 
the  murder,  nor  will  not  confent  by  any  perfwafion  m 
abantlon  the  lord  Bothell  for  her  hufband,  but  avoweth 
conftan^ly  that  (he  will  five  and  die  with  him  •,  and  faith 
that  if  it  were  piit  to  her  choice  to  relinquifti  her  crown 
\ind  khigdom,  or  the  lord  Bothell,  ftie  woukl  'leave  her 
kingdom  and  dignity,  to  go  as  a  fimple  damfell  with  him, 
and  that  fiie  will  ndver  confent  that  he  Ihall  fijre  worfe  or 
have  more  harm  than  herfelf.  .        '- 

ATm  as  far  as  I  fcan  perceive,  the  princihaf'  cauft  of  her 
<1etetition  is,  for  that  thofe  lords  do  fee  tne  ^'^een  'being 
of  fo  fervent  afife'ftion  towards  the  earle  T>otheH  •as'flibis, 
and  being  put  at,  as  they  (hould  be.dDtnpelfed*  tt>  he  in 
^ontinuail  arms,  and  to  have  occafion  <?f  many  batlfei^  hfc 
behig  ^*'i1?h  ttiaitffeft  evidence? rtotorio^fly  dctd^ed-tKJ.be^ 
the  pnricip&l  'niurderei*,  '  and  the  lords  meaiHng  profc- 
cutidn  of  juuice  again  ft  him  atfcording'to  his  merits.    • 

The  lords' mean  alfo  a  divpripe  betw?xt  the' tiuefcn  and 
him,  iR*a  martiage  not  to  be^ftiffered'for  many-Tcfped?, 
which  feparatioo  cannot  take  place  if  the  queen  be  at  Ir- 
berty,  and  have  power  in  her  hands. 

They  do  not  alfo  forget  their  own  perill,  conjoined 
with  the  dtitiger  of  the  prince,  but  as  far  ^s  I  can  perceave, 
they  intend  not  either  to  touch  the  queen  in  furery  ot  in 
honor,  for  they  do  fpeak  of  her  with  refpedi  and  reve- 
rence, and  do  affirm,  as  I  do  learn,  that  the  conditi(%? 
aforefatd  accompliftled,  they  will  both  put  her  to  liberty, 
«nd  reftofe  her  to  her  eftate.  • 
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These  IqtAs  have  for  the  guard  of  their  town  450  Jar- 
qubufiiers  vfaich  be  in  very  good  order,  for  the  enter* 
Ciinment  of  which  companys,  until  all  matters  be  com- 
pounded, diey  did  fue  unto  your  majeily^  to  aid  them 
ivith  fuch  fum  of  money  as  hath  been  mentioned  to  Mr. 
Secretary  by  the  lord  of  Lydinston's  writing,  amounting 
as  I  perceive  to  ten  or  twelve  thoufand  croliims  of  the 

Thbt  were  lately  advertized  that  the  French  king 
doth  mind  to  fend  hither  monfieur  de  la  Chapell  des  Ur« 
fine,  a  knight  of  the  French  order,  and  always  well  afiec- 
tionate  to  the  houfe  of  Guyfe,  and  howfoever  la  Foreft, 
ViUaioy,  and  du  Crocq  have  ufed  language  in  the  queen's 
£ivour  and  to  theie  lords  difadvantage  there,  to  your  ma- 
iefty;  la  Crocq  doth  carry  ivith  him  fuch  matter  as  fhall 
be  little  to  the  queenU  advantage ;  fo  as  it  is  thought  the 
French  king,  upon  his  coming  to  his  prefence,^  will  rather 
fatisfy  the  lords,  than  pleafure  the  queen  ;  for  they  have 
their  party  fo  well  made,  as  the  French  will  rather 
make  their  profit  by  them,  than  any  other  wav* 

Herewith  I  fend  your  majefty  the  tad  bond  agreed 
on,  and  figned  by  the  Hamiltons,  the  earl  of  ArgyU^ 
Huntly,  and  fundry  others  at  Dumbarton. 

Nevertheless,  Cnce  my  coming  to  this  town,  the 
Hamiltons  have  fent  unto  me  a  gentleman  of  their  fur* 
name  named  Robert  Hamilton,  with  a  letter  from  the 
bifliop  pf  St.  Andrews,  and  the  abbot  of  Ai'broth,  the 
copy  whereof  I  feud  your  majeftv  and  mine  anfwer  unto 
them,  referring  to  the  bearer  the  declaration  of  fome 
thinffSy  as  thefe  did  by  him  unto  me. 

Tac  carle  of  Argyll  hath,  in  like  manner^  fent  an* 
other  unto  mc  with  a  letter  and  credit,  I  have  ufed  him 
as  I  did  the  others,  the  copy  of  both  which  letters  I  fend 
your  majefty  alfo.  The  lord  Harrys  hath  alfo  fent  unto 
tnesbutnot  written,  and  I  have  returned  unto  him  in  like 
fcrt. 

Against  the  20th  day  of  this  month  there  is  a  generall 
ailembly  of  all  the  churches,  (hires,  and  boroughs  towns 
of  this  realm,  namely  of  fuch  as  be  contented  to  repair  to 
thefe  lords  to  this  town,  where  it  is  thought  the.  whole 
ftate  of  this  matter  will  be  handeled,  and  I  fear  me  muck 
to  the  queen's  difadvantage  and  danger;  unlefs  the  lord  of 
ladington  and  fome  others  which  be  beft  zScSted  unto  her 
do  provide  fome  remedy ;  for  I  perceave  the  grqit  num- 
ber^ and  in  manner  all,  but  chiefly  the  conunon  people^ 
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ifhidi  have  aflifted  in  At^  dcMngs,  do  greatly  difikmotlr 
•  the  queen,  and  mind  ferioufly  either  her  deprivation,  or 
her  deftmdion ;  I  ufed  the  beft  means  lean  (cdttfidering 
the  f uric  of  the  world  here)  to  prorogue  this  affcmbly,  for 
that  appeareth  to  me  to  be  the  beft  remedy  :  I  may  not 
fpeak  of  difiblution  of  it,  for  that  may  not  oe  abiden,  and 
I  ihould  thereby  bring  myfclf  into  great  hatred  and  petti. 
The  chiefeft  of  the  lords  which  be  here  prefent  at  this  tin*e 
dare  not  fliow  fo  much  lenity  to  the  queen  as  I  think  they 
could  b€  contented,  for  fear  of  the  rage  of  the  people. 
The  women  be  moft  furious  and  impudent  againft  the 
qaeen,  and  yet  the  men  be  mad  enough  ;  fo  as  a  ftranger 
over  bufie  may  fodn  be  made  a  facrifice  amongft  them. 

Thbre  was  a  great  bruit  that  the  Hamiltons  with  their 
adherents  would  put  their  force  into  the  fields  againft  the 
a4th  of  this  month,  but  I  do  not  find  that  intent  fo  true, 
as  the  common  bruit  goeth^ 

The  earle  of  Argyll  is  in  the  Highlands,  where  there  it 
trouble  among  his  Own  countrymen. 

The  earlc  of  Lennox  is  by  thcfe  lords  much  defircd 
here,  and  I  do  believe  your  majefty  may  fo  ufe  him,  and 
dm&  him,  as  he  (hall  be  able  to  promote  your  purpofe 
with  thefe  men. 

The  eatle  of  Argyll)  the  Hamiltons  and  he  be  income- 

patible. 1  do  nnd  amongft  the   Hamiltons^   Argyll 

and  the  company  two  ftrange  and  fundry  humours. 

Hamiltons  do  make  (how  of  the  liberty  of  the  queen, 
and  profecute  that  with  great  eameftnefs,  becaufe  they 
would  have  thefe  lords  ddftroy  her,  rather  than  fhe  ihould 
be  recovered  from  them  by  violence ;  another  time  they 
f*eem  to  dcfire  her  liberty  and  Dothwell's  deftruftion,  bc- 
aufe  they  would  compafs  a  marriage  betwixt  the  queen 
and  the  lord  of  Arbroth.  .  . 

The  earle  of  Argyll  doth  affeft  her  liberty,  and  Both- 
well*s  deftrufkion,  becaufe  he  would  marry  the  queen  to 
his  brother. 

And  yet  neither  of  them,  notwithftanding  their  open 
concurrence  (as  appeareth  by  their  bond),  doth  difcovcr 
their  minds  to  each  other,  nor  mind  one  end  $  ICnox  is 
not  here,  but  in  the  weft  parts,  he  and  the  reft  of  th^ 
minifters  will  be  here  at  the  great  affembly,  whofe  aufte- 
rity  againft  the  queen  I  fear  as  much  as  any  man's. 

By  fomc  conference  which  I  had  with  fome  of  this 
councill,  me  thinketb  that  they  h^ve  intelligence  that  there 
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U  ft  difpcGtion  in  the  queen  of  Scotland  to  leave  this  realffli 
ahd  to  retire  herfelf  cither  into  England  or  into  France, 
but  moft  willingly  into  England,  for  fuch  — —  and  ibif- 
likeings  as  (he  knoweth  hadi  been,  and  is  meant  unto  her 
in  France,  leaving  the  regiment  either  to  a  number  of 
perfons  deleagued,  and  authorized  by  her,  or  to  fome  one 
or  more. 

And  it  pleafe  your  majefty,  I  think  it  not  amifs  to  put 
yow  in  remembrance,  that  in  cafe  the  faid  queen  come 
into  England  by  your  allowance,  without  the  French 
king's  confent,  Ihe  ihall  loofe  her  dowery  in  France,  and 
have  little  or  nothing  from  hence  to  entertain  her ;  and 
in  cafe  flic  do  go  into  France  with  the  king's  content- 
ment, flie  may  be  an  inftruraent  (if  flie  can  recover  fa- 
vour, as  time  will  help  to  cancel!  her  difgrace)  either  by 
^^  matching  with  fome  huflsand  of  good  quality,  or  by  fome 
*  other  devife,  to  work  new  unquietnefs  to  her  own  coun- 
try, and  fo  confequently  to  your  majefty's. 

Therefore  it  may  pleafe  your  majefty  to  conCder  of 
this  matter,  and  to  let  me  know  your  pleafure  with  con- 
venient fpeed,  how  I  fliall  anfwer  the  fame,  if  it  be 
propounded  unto  me,  either  by  the  queen  or  by  the  coun- 
cill,  as  a  piece  of  the  end  and  compofition.  Fori  am  fure, 
of  late,  ftie  hath  feemed  very  defirous  to  have  the  matter 
brought  to  pafs  that  flie  might  go  into  England,  retain- 
ing her  eftate  and  jurifdiftion  in  herfelf,  though  flie  do 
not  exercife  it ;  and  likewife  I  underftand  that  fome  of 
this  council  which  be  leaft  afFe£ted  to  her  fafety  do  think 
there  is  no  other  way  to  fave  her.  Thus  Almighty  God 
preferve  your  majefty  in  health,  honour,  and  all  felicity  ; 
at  Edin'  the  14th  July  1567. 

Sir  Nicolas  Throkmorton  to  queen  Elizabeth,  the 
1 8th  of  July  I  ^6yy  from  Edinburgh. 

TT  may  pleafe  your  majefty,  yow  might  perceave  by  my 
^  letters  of  the  i6th,  how  far  I  had  proceeded  with  thefe 
lords,  and  what  was  their  anfwer  5  fince  which  time  I 
have  fpoken  particularly  with  the  carle  Morton,  the  lord 
of  Lidington,  and  fir  James  Balfour  captain  of  this  caftle  ; 
at  wbofe  hands  I  cannot  perceave  that  as  yet  accefs  to  the 
queen  to  Lochleven  will  be  granted  me,  flaying  themfelves 
ftill  by  the  abfence  of  the  lords  and  others  their  aflbciates> 
which  (they  fay)  they  look  for  within  two  days  $  and  for 

that 
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that  I  find,  by  likelihood  and  apparent  prefiiniptionsi  that 
itiine  accefs  to  the  queen  will  hardljf  be  granted,  t  have 
thought  good  not  to  defer  this  difpatch  until  I  have  a  re^ 
foliite  anfwet  in  that  matter. 

Mat  it  therefore  jjleafe  your  majefty,  to  under ftand  Ro- 
bert Melvin  returned  from  the  queen  in  Lochleven,  to  this 
town  the  6th  of  July,  and  brought  a  letter  from  her  vrrit- 
ten  of  her  own  hand  to  thefe  lotdi,  which  doth  contain,  as 
I  underftand,  matter  as  followeth — A  requeft  unto  them 
to  have  confideration  of  her  healthy  and  if  they  will  not 
put  her  to  liberty,  to  change  the  place  of  reftraint  to  the 
caftle  of  Stirling,  to  the  end  fhe  might  have  the  comfdrt 
and  company  of  her  fon,  and  if  they  will  not  cTiange  her 
from  Lochleven,  flie  required  to  have  fome  other  gentle- 
women about  her,  naming  none. 

To  have  her  apothecary,  to  have  fome  modeft  miniften 

^To  have  an  imbroiderer  td  draw  forth  fuch  work  as 

fhe  would  be  Occupied  about,  and  to  have  a  varlet  of  the 

chamber. ^Touching  the  government  of  the  realm  fhe 

maketh  two  oflFcrs,  which  are  but  generally  touched  id 
her  letter,  the  particular itys  be  not  fpecified,  but  referred 
to  Robert  Melvin's  credit,  the  one  is  to  commit  it  only 
and  wholly  to  the  earle  of  Murray,  the  other  is  to  the  Iqrdi 
whofe  names  enfue,  affifted  with  fuch  others  as  tHey  fhall 
call  unto  them,  that  is  to  fay,  the  duke  of  Chattelrault^ 
the  earls  of  Morton,  Murray,  Marr,  and  Glencairn. 

She  hath  written  unto  them  that  I  might  have  accefs 

unto  her. She  requireth  further,  that  if  they  will  not 

treat  her  and  regard  her  as  their  queen,  yet  to  ufe  her  2S 
the  king  their  fovefeign's  daughter  (whom  many  of  them 
knew)  and  as  their  prince's  mother.— She  will  by  no  means 
yield  to  abandon  Bothell  for  her  hufband,  nor  relinquifh 
him ;  which  matter  will  do  her  moft  harm  of  all,  and 
hardeneth  thefe  lords  to  great  feverity  again  ft  her. 

She  yieldeth  in  words  to  the  profecution  of  the  mur** 
der.  , 

I  HAVE  the  means  to  let  her  know  that  your  niajeft|' 
hath  fent  me  hither  for  her  relief. 

1  HAVE  alfo  perfuaded  her  to  conform  herfelf  to  re- 
nounce Bothell  for  her  hufband,  and  to  be  contented  to 
fuffer  a  divorce  to  pafs  betwixt  them ;  fhe  hath  fent  me 
word  that  {he  will  in  no  ways  confent  unto  that,  but  ra- 
ther die  5  grounding  herfelf  upon  this  reafon  taking  her- 
felf to  be  fcYcn  weeks  gone  with  child  -p  by  renouncing 
Z%  BotheUt 
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*  Bothell,  {he  (hould  aclcnowledge  herfdf  to  be  wiih  cluM 

of  a  baftard,  and  to  have  forfeited  her  honour,  which 
flie  will  not  do  to  die  for  It ;  I  have  perfwaded  her  to 
fave  her  own  life  and  her  child^  to  choofe  the  leaft  hard 
condition. 

Mr.  Knox  arrived  here  in  this  town  the  6th  of  this 
mbnth,  with  whom  I  have  had  fome  conference,  and 
with  Mr.  Craig  alfo,  the  other  minifter  of  this  town. 

I  HAVE  perfwaded  with  them  to  preach  and  perfwaJ 
lenity.  I  find  them  both  very  auftere  in  this  conference, 
what  they  (hall  do  hereafter  I  know  not,  they  are  fur- 
niflied  with  many  arguments,  fome  forth  of  the  fcripture, 
fbme  forth  of  hiftories,  fome  grounded  (jts  they  fay)  upon 
the  laws  of  this  realm,  fome  upon  praftices  ufcd  in  this 
realm,  and  fome  upon  the  conditions  and  oath  made  by 
their  prince  at  her  coronation. 

The  bifhop  of  Galloway,  uncle  to  the  carle  of  Huntley, 
hath  fent  hither  to  thefe  lords,  that  his  nephew  the  earlc 
and  fome  others  of  that  fide  may,*  at  Linlithgow  or  at 
Stirling,  have  fome  communication  with  fome  appointed 
on  this  fide,  aifuring  them  that  there  is  a  good  difpod- 
tion  in  the  lords  of  the  other  party  to  concurre  with  thefe, 
afluring  further  that  they  will  not  diflent  for  triffles  or 
unneceflary  things,  and  (as  I  am.  given  to  underftand) 
they  can  be  pleafed  the  queen's  reftraint  be  continued  un- 
til the  murder  be  purfued  in  all  perfons,  whereby  the 
feparation  of  the  queen  and  Bothell  is  implyed,  the  prc- 
fervation  of  the  prince,  the  fecurity  for  all  men,  and  a 
good  order  taken  for  the  governance  of  the  realm  in  tran- 
quillity. 

Captain  Clerk,  which  hath  fo  long  fcrved  in  Den- 
mark and  ferved  at  Newhaven,  did  the  i(Sth  of  this  month 
(accompanied  with  one  of  his  foldiers,  or  rather  the  foldier 
as  the  greater  fame  goeth)  kill  one  Wilfon  a  feamen,  and 
fuch  a  one  as  had  great  eftimation  with  thefe  lords  both 
for  his  (kill,  his  hardynefs,  honcfly,  and  willingBefs  in  this 
.  aftionj  whereupon  Clerk  hath  retired  himfelfi  their 
quarrel  was  about  the  fliip  which  took  Blackcter,  which 
fhip  was  appointed  by  thefe  lords  to  go  to  the  north  of 
Scotland  to  impeach  the  paflage  of  the  carle  Bothell,  in 
cafe  he  went  either  to  the  ifles,  or  to  any  other  place }  by 
the  death  of  this  man  this  enterprife  was  daflied. 

The  bifliop  of  Galloway  is  come  to  Linlithgow,  and 
doth  defire  to  fpeak  wuth  the  lord  of  Lidington. 
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The  abbot  of  Kilwinning  hath  font  for  fir  James  Bal- 
four^ captain  of  the  caftle,  to  have  conference  with  him« 

As  I  wrote  unto  your  majefty  in  my  lad^  the  Hamiltons 
now  find  no  matter  to  difever  tnefe  lords  and  them  afTun- 
dcr,  but  would  concur  in  all  things  (yea  in  any  extremity 
a^pinft  the  queen)  fo  as  that  they  might  be  afTured  the 
prince  of  ScQtland  w.ere  crouned  king,  and  (hould  die 
wiAout  iflue,  chat  the  carle  of  Lenpx's  fon  living  ihould 
not  wherit  the  croun  of  this  realm,  as  next  heir  to  his 
nephew. 

And  although  the  lords  and  councelors  fpeak  reverent- 
ly^ mildly,  and  charitably  of  their  queen,  fo  as  I  cannot 
gather  by  their  fpeech  any  intention  to  cruelty  or  violence, 
yet  I  do  find  by  intelligence,  that  the  queen  is  in  very  great 
peril  of  her  life,  by  reafon  that  the  people  aflembled 
at  this  convention  do  mind  vehemently  the  deilru^lion  of 
her. 

Iris  a  public  fpeech  among  all  the  people,  and  amongft 
all  eftates  (faving  of  die  counfeliors)  that  their  queen  hath 
no  more  liberty  nor  privilege  to  commit  murder  nor  adiil-     • 
tery,than  any  other  private  perfon,  neither  by  God's  laws, 
nor  by  the  laws  of  the  realm. 

The  carl  of  Bothell,  and  all  his  adherents  and  aflb- 
.ciates,  be  put  to  the  horn  fey  the  ordinary  juftice  of  this 
town,  named  the  lords  of  the  feffion ;  and  commandment 
given  to  all  ihirriffs,  and  all  other  officers,  to  apprehend 
him,  and  all  other  his  followers  and  receiptors.— The  earl 
of  BothclPs  porter,  and  one  of  his  other  fervitors  of  his 
chamber,  being  apprehended,  have  confefled  fuch  fundry 
circumftances,  as  it  appeareth  evidently,  that  he  the  faid 
earl  was  one  of  the  principal  executors  of  the  murder,  in 
his  own  perfon  accompanyed  with  fundrjf  others,  of  wni^h 
number  I  cannot  yet  certainly  learn  the  names  but  of  three 
of  them,  that  is  to  fay,  two  of  the  Ormiftons  of  Tiypt? 
dall,  and  one  Hayborn  of  Bolton ;  the  lords  wopici  b^ 
glad  that  none  of  the  murderers  (hould  have  any  ffivpur 
or  receipt  in  England,  and  hereof  their  defnre  is,  fhat  the 
officers  upon  the  border  may  be  warned  j  Bothell  dpthftill 
remain  in  the  north  parts,  but  the  lord  Seaton  and  ]Ple- 
ming,  which  have  been  there,  have  utterly  jibandoned 
ton,  and  do  repair  hitherwards^ — ^The  intelligence  dojh 
^pw  daily  betwixt  thefe  lords,  and  thofe  which  held  pf } 
and  notwithftanding  thefe  lords  have  fent  an  hundred  and 
fifty  harqubufliers  to  Stirling,  to  keep  the  town  and  paf- 
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fage  from  furprize ;  and  fo  have  they  done  in  like  man^ 
ncr  to  St.  Johnfton,  which  be  the  two  paflages  iFrom  the 
north  and  Nureft  to  this  town,  I  do  underftand  the  captain 
of  Dunbar  is  much  bufied  in  fortifying  that  place,  I  do 
mervile  the  carriages  be  not  impeached  otherwifc  than  they 
be. 

Of  late  this  queen  ha^h  written  a  letter  to  the  captain 
of  the  faid  caftle,  whiqh  bath  been  furprized ;  and  there- 
by matter  is  difcovered  Which  maketh  little  to  the  queen's 
advantage. 

Thus,  having  none  other  paatter  worthy  your  raajcfly's 
toiowledge,  I  befeech  God  to  profper  your  majefty  with 
long  life,  perfe£k  health,  an^  profperous  felicity.  At  Edin- 
burgh the  1 8th  of  July  1567. 

Letter  of  Sir  Nichola?  Throkmorton  to  tlje  right 
honourable  the  earl  of  Leicefter,  knt.  of  the  or- 
der,  and^one  of  the  Iprdft  o{  her  niajefty's  moil 
honourable  privy  council. 

?4|^  *'  6     T\^  ^J  former  difpatches  fent  to  her  majefty,  and  Mr. 
Kiiiof/'  Secretary,   fince   the   12th   of  July,   your  lordfhip 

lice.  From  iTiight  have  perceived  the  ftate  of  this  country,  and  to 
the  original,  what  end  thefe  matters  be  like  to  come  :  fo  as  not  to 
trouble  your  lordfhip  with  many  words ;  this  queen  is  like 
very  (hortly  to  be  deprived  of  her  royal  eftate,  her  fon  to 
be  crowned  king,  and  {he  detained  in  prifon  within  this 
realm,  and  the  fame  to  be  governed,  in  the  young  king's 
name,  by  a  councel,  conGfting  of  certain  of  the  nobility, 
and  oth$;r  wife  men  of  this  realm  ;  fo  as  it  is  eafy  to  be;  . 
feeh  that  the  power  and  ability  to  do  any  thing  to  the 
conimodity  of  the  queen's  majefty,  and  the  realm  of  Eng- 
land will  chiefly,  and  in  manner  wholly,,  reft  in  the 
hands  of  (hefe  lords,  and  others  their  aiTociates,  alTembled  . 
at  Edinburgh.  Now  if  the  queen's  majefty  will  ftill  per- 
il ft  in  her  foriper  opinion  towards  the  queen  of  Scot- 
land (unto  whpm  flie  ijiall  be  aJDle  to  do  no  good),  then 
I  dp  plainly  fee  that  thefe  lords  and  all  their  accomplices 
will  beicome  as  good  French,  as  the  French  king  can  wifli, 
to  all  indents  and  purpo&s.  ^^n^  as  for  the  Hamiltons, 
the  earls  of  Argyll,  Iiuntlye,  and  that  faftion,  they  be 
already  fo  far  inchanjed  that  way,  as  theye  needeth  little 
devife  to  draw,  them  to  the  French  devotion.  Then  this 
is  the  ftate  of  things  fo  come  to  pa&  of  tlu8  country,' that 
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l^ranoe  has  Scotland  now  as  much  conjoined  unto  thern^ 
to  all  purpofes,  as  ever  it  was  5  and  what  an  inftrumezity 
the  young  prince  will  prove,  to  unquiet  England^  I  report 
mc  to  your  lordChips  wifdoms,  and  therefore  confidering 
the  weight  of  the  matter,  and  all  the  circumftances,  I 
truft  your  lordfliips  will  well  bethink  you  in  time  (for  'tis 
high  time)  how  to  advife  her  majefty,  to  leave  nothing  un- 
done that  may  bring  the  prince  of  Scotland  to  be  in  her 
pofieflion,  or,  at  the  leaft,  to  be  at  her  devotion.     And 
amongft  other  things,  that  I   can  imagine,  for  the  firft 
degree  nothing  is  more  meet  to  bring  this  to  cfFed,  than 
to  allure  this  company  here  aflembled,  to  bear  her  majefty 
their  favour.     Some  talk  hath  paffed  between  the  lord  of 
Liddington  and  me,  in  certain  conferences,  about  this 
matter.     By  him  I  find,  that  when  her  majefty  (hall  havf 
won  thefe  men  to  her  devotion,  the  principal  point  that 
will  make  them  conformable  to  deliver  their  prince  into 
England,  will   reft    upon   the   queen,    and  the   jrealms 
enabling  him  to  the  fucceffion  of  the  crown  of  £ngland^ 
for  fault  of  iffue  of  the  queen's  majefty's  body,  fome  other 
things  will  alfo  be  required,  as  the  charge  of  the  faid  prince 
and  his  train  to  be  at  the  charge  of  England.     I  do  well 
perceive  that  thefe  men  will  never  be  brought  to  deliver 
their  prince  into  England,  without  the  former  conditioti, 
for  the  fiicceffion  of  England  •,  for  (faith  Liddington)  that 
taking  place,  the  prince  fliall  be  as  dea»  to  the  people  of 
England  as  to  the  people  of  Scotland  ;  and  the  one  will 
be  as  careful  of  his  prefervation  as  the  other.  Otherwife, 
he  faith,  all  things  confidered,  it  will  be  reported  that  the 
Scottifhn>en  have  put  their  prince  to  be  kept  in  fafety,  as 
thofe  which  commit  the  fheep  to  be  kept  by  the  wolves. 
So  as  for  conclusion,   your  lordfliips  may   perceive  here 
will  be  the  fcope  of  this  matter.     As  unto  the  delivering 
of  him  upon  hoftages,  he  fayeth,  let  no  man  think,  that 
the  condition  of  the  fucceflion  not  being  accompliflied, 
the  nobility  and  the  gentry  will  never  conff^nt  tcy  leave 
themfelves  deftitute  of  their  fovereign,  upon  any  Koftagesj^ 
neither  upbn  any  promifes,  nor  likelihood  of  good  to  iffu^ 
in  time  to  come.     It  were  not  good  for  yourfelves  (faith 
lie)  that  the  matter  wete  fo  handled  5  for  then  you  ihould 
adventure  all  your  goods  in  one  fliip,  which  might  have 
a  dangerous  effeJi,  confidering  the  unwUlihgnefs  of  the 
queen  ypur  fovereign  to  confent  to  eftablifliing  any  fucr 
.ipcffor  to  the  crown.  And  then,  how  uwicte  were  Ui  that 
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her  majcfty  having  in  her  pofleffion  alr^dy  all  fuch  pcr- 
fons  as  do  pretend  to  it,  or  be  inheritablfe  to  the  crown, 
to  have  our  prince  alfo  in  her  cuftody.  For  fo  there 
laight  follow,  without  good  capitulations,  a  ftrange  and 
dangerous  iflue,  tho*  the  queen  your  miftrcfs  do  think 
that  fuch  imaginations  could  not  proceed  but  from  bufy 
heads,  as  you  have  uttered  unto  us  on  her  behalf.  What 
is  come  to  pafs  fince  my  laft  difpatch^  and  how  far  forth 
things  are  proceeded,  I  refer  your  lordfliip  to  be  informed 
by  my  letters  fent  unto  her  majefty,  at  this  time.  And 
s  fo  I  pray  Almighty  God,  prefcrve  your  lordfhip  in  much 
honour  and  felicity.     At  Edinburgh  this  2401  of  July 

1567. 

It  may  pleafe  your  good  Lordfhm  to  make  my  lord 
Stuard  parpier  of  this  letter* 


The  Quepn  to  Sir  Nicholas  Throlcniortont 
By  the  Quee^. 

€thA«g.     rpRUSTT    and    right    wcUrbeloved,    we   greet   you 

35  ^  A    ^eil,  for  as  much  as  we  do  confider  that  you  have 

now  a  long  time  remained  in  thofe  parts  "Withctut  cxpcr 
dition  in  the  charge  committed  untq  you,  we  think  it  not 
meet,  feeing  there  hath  not  followed  the  good  acceptation 
jind  fruit  of  our  well  meaning  towards  that  ftate,  which 
good  reafon  would  h^ve  required,  that  you  (hovild  conti-: 
nue  there  any  longer ;  our  plcafure,  therefore,  is,thatyott 
fhall,  immediately  upon  the  receipt  hereof,  fend  your  fer-? 
vant  Middlemorc  unto  the  lords  and  e(late$  of  that  realm, 
that  are  ailembled  together,  willing  him  to  declare  unto 
them,  that  it  cannot  but  feem  very  ftrange  unto  us,  that 
you  having  been  fent  from  u^,  of  fuch  go^  intent,  to  deal 
with  them,  in  matters  tending  fo  much  to  their  own 
quiet,  and  to  the  benefit  of  the  whple  eftate  of  their  coun- 
try, they  have  fo  hr  forgptten  tbemfelves,  and  fo  flightly 
regarded  us  and  our  goo,d  meaning)  not  only  in  delay- 
^  ing  to  hear  you,  and  deferring  your  accefs.  to  the  queen 
-» -  i  .  their  fovereign^  but  alfo,  which  is  ftrangeft  of  all,  in  not 
^     *    vouehfafing  to  make  any  anfwer  unto  us.    And  altho* 

^^  .J,  ^efe  dealings  be  fuch,  indeed,  as  were  not  to  be  looked 
^r  at  their  haxKls^  yet  we  do  find  their  ufage  an^  pro- 
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ceeding  towards  their  fovercign  and  <]ueen,  to  ovcrpafs  all  ' 
the  reft  in  fo  ftrange  a  degree,  as  we  for  our  part,  and  wc 
fuppofe  the  whole  world  befides,  cannot  but  think  them^ 
to  have  therein  gone  fo  far  beyond  the  duty  of  fubjeiis, 
as  muft  needs  remain  to  their  perpetual  tauche  for  ever. 
And  therefore  ye  (hall  fay,  that  we  have  tho't  g0od>  with- 
out confuming  any  longer  time  in  vain,  to  revoke  you  to 
our  prefence,  requiring  them  to  grant  y6u  licence  aii4 
pafport  fo  to  do,  which  when  you  ihall  have  obtained,  wt 
will  that  you  make  your  repair  hitherto,  uatq  x^p,  with  as 
conveni^t  fpeed  as  you  may.  Given,  &c, 
Indorfed  6th  Auguft  1567. 

Throkmorton  to  the  right  honaurable  fir  Williaid 
Cecil,  knight,  one  of  her  majefty's  privy  council 
and  principal  fecretary,  giye  thefct 

SIR, 

TyHAT  J  hayc  Jcamcd,    Cnce    tbt  arrival   of    my  i2»hAu|,. 
^^   lord    Murray,  and   ^nf.   de  Linnerol,   yoij  fjiall  y^^'-^. 
^nderftand  by  my   letter  to  her  majefty,  at  this  jimc.  ^^  ^ 
The  French  do,  in  their  negotiations,  as  thev  dp  \vx  their  From  the 
drink,  pqt  uyatcr  to  their  wine.     As  I  ^m  able  to  fee  into  «"f*»»^ 
jhcir  doings^  they  take  it  nof  greatly  jo  the  heart  how 
the  queen  Peep,  whether  flie  live  or  die,  whether  Ihe  be 
at  liberty  or  in  prison.     The  mark  they  ihoot  at,  is,  to 
fenew  Uieir  old  league  ;  and  csjn  be  as  well  contented  to 
take  it  of  this  little  king  (hc^focvcr  his  title  be),  aiid  the 
fame  by  the  order  of  thefe  lords,  as  otherwife.     LyneroU 
came  but  yefterday,  and  methinketh  he  will  not  tarry 
long  J  you  mtiy  guefs  bpw  the  J'rench  will  feek  to  dif- 
pleafe  thefe'  lords,  when  they  changed  the  coming  of  la 
Chapelle  des  Ourfins  for  this  man,  becaufc  they  doubted 
that  dc  la    Chapelle   (hould   not  be  grateful    to    them, 
heing  a  papift.     Sir,  to  fpeak  nipre  plainly  to  you,  thaui 
I   will  do   otherwife,    methinketh  the   earl  01   Murray 
will  run   the  •  courfe  that   thpfe  men   do,  and  be  par? 
taker  of  their  fortune.     I  hear  no  man  fpeak  more  bit* 
teriy  againft  the  tragedy,  and  the  players  therein,  than 
lie,  fo  little  like  he  hath  to  horrible  fins.    1  hear  an  ink«» 
ling  that  Ledington  is  to  go  into  France,  which  I  do  as 
much  miflike,  as  any  thing,  for  ou^  purpofe.     I  can  |iflure 
you  the  Whole  proteftants  of  France  will  liye  and  die  in 
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/ 
thefe  men's  quarrels  ;  and,  where  there  is  bruit  anongft 
you,  that  aid  fliould  be  lent  to  the  adverfe  party,  and 
that  Martigues  fliould  come  hither  with  fome  force; 
Monf.  Boudelot  hath  afl'ured  me  of  his  honour,  that  in« 
ftead  of  Martigues  coming  againft .  them,  he  will  come 
with  as  good  a  force  to  fuccour  them :  and  if  that  be 
^  fent  under  meaner  conduft,  Robert  Stuart  (hall  come  with 

as  many  to  fortify  them*  But  the  conftable  hath  afiurcd 
thefe  lords,  that  the  king  meancth  no  way  to  offend  them. 
Sir,  I  pray  you  find  my  revocation  convenient,  and  fpeed 
you  to  further  it,  for  I  am  here  now  to  no  purpofe,  un- 
lefs  it  be  to  kindle  thefe  lords  more  againft  us.  Thus  I 
do  humbly  take  my  leave  or  you,  from  Edenburgh  the 
j2thof  Auguft  J 5 67. 

Yours  to  ufe  and  command. 

The  Queen  to  Nicholas  Throkmorton. 

'T' RUSTY  and  well-beloved,  we  greet  you  well. 
-*•  We  have,  within  thefe  two  days,  received  three 
fundry  letters  of  yours,  of  the  20th,  2 2d,  and  23d,  of 
this  month,  having  not  before  thofe  received  any  feven 
days  before  -,  and  do  fmd,  by  thefe  your  letters,  that  you 
Jiave  very  diligently  and  largely  advertifed  us  of  all  the 
hafty  and  peremptory  proceedings  there  ;  which  as  we 
nothing  like,  fo  we  truft  in  time  to  fee  them  wax  colder, 
and  to  receive  fome  information.  For  we  cannot  per- 
ceive, that  they  with  whom  you  have  dealt  can  anfwer  the 
doubts  moved  by  the  Hamiltons,  who  howfoever  they  may 
be  carried  for  their  private  refpcfts,  yet  thofe  things  which 
they  move,  will  be  allowed  by  all  reafonable  perfons.  For 
if  they  may  not,  being  noblemen  of  the  realm,  be  fuffered 
to  hear  the  queen  their  fovereign  declare  her  mind  con- 
cerning the  reports  which  are  made  of  her,  by  fuch  as 
keep  her  in  captivity,  how  fhould  they  believe  the  reports, 
or  obey  them,  which  do  report  it  ?  and  therefore  our 
meaning  is,  you  fliall  let  the  Hamiltons  plainly  under- 
ftand,  that  we  do  well  allow  of  their  proceedings  (as  far 
forth  as  the  fame'  doth  concern  the  queen  their  fovereign 
for  her  relief)  and  in  fuch  things  as  (hall  appear  reafon- 
able for  us  therein  to  do,  for  the  queen  our  fitter,  ve 
will  be  ready  to  perform  the  fame.  And  where  it  is  fq 
required,  that  upon  your  coming  thence,  the  lord  Scroope 
■       •    '        *  '  "   '     (hould^ 
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ftould  deal  with  the  lord  Herris  to  impart  their  meanings 
to  uSf  and  ours  tp  themj  we  are  well  pleafed  therewith^ 
and  we  require  yo^  to  advertize  the  lord  Scroqpe  hereof 
by  yopr  letters,  and  to  will  him  to  fhew  himfelf  favour- 
able to  them  in-  their  a£iions,  ^at  may  appear  plainly  to 
tend  to  the  relief  of  the  queen,  and  maintenance  of  her 
authority.  And  as  we  willed  our  fecretary  to  write  untq. 
you,  that  upon  your  meflage  done  to  the  earl  of  Murray, 
you  might  return,  fo  our  meaning  is  yoU  (hall.  And  if 
thefc  our  letters  fhall  meet  you  on  the  way,  yet  we  will 
have  you  advertife  both  the  Iqrd  Scroope  and  the  HamilT^ 
tons  of  our  meaning. 

Indorfed  2p  Aug,  156741 

No-  XXIII.     (Vol.  IL  p,  337.) 

Sir  Nicholas  Throkmorton  to  the  Archbifhop  of 
St.  Andrew's  and  the  Abbot  of  Arbrothe. 

A  FTER  my  good  commendations  to  your  good  lord-  13th  Ai^g, 
/*  (hips,  this  Ihall  be  tp  advertize  you,  that  the  queen's  p^^^'^^ 
majefty  my  fovereign  having  fent  me  hither  her  ambafla-  pJ^^acop^ 
dor  to  the  queen  her  fifter  your  fovereign,  to  communicate  which  sUr 
unto  her  fuch  matter  as  fhe  thought  meet,  confidering  ?'*^**°**! 
the  good  amity  and  intelligence  betwixt  them,  who  being  «uccn. 
detained  in  captivity  (as  your  lordfliips  know)  contrary 
to  the  duty  of  all  good    fubjefts,    for  the  enlargement 
of  whofe  perfon,  and  the  reftitution  of  her  to  her  dignity, 
her  majefty  gave  me  in  charge  to  treat  with  thefe  lords 
aflembled  at  Edenburgh,  offering  them  all  reafonable  con- 
ditions and  means  as  might  be,  fqr  the  fafeguard  of  the 
young  prince,  the  puniflimcnt  of  the  late  horrible  murder^ 
the  diflblution  of  the  marriage  betwixt  the  queen  and  the 
earl  of  Bodwell,  and  laftly  for  their  own  fureties.     In  the 
negociatlon  of  which  matl^rs  I  have   (as  your  lordfhipa 
well  know)  fpent  a.  long  time  to  no  purpofe,  not  being 
able  to  prevail  in  any  thing  with  thofe  lords,  to  the  queeii 
my  fovereign's  fatistaftion.     Of  *which  ftrange  proceed- 
ings towards  her  majefty,  and  undutiful  behaviour  towards 
their  fovereign,  I  have  advertifed  the  queen's  majefty,  (lie 
(not  being  minded  to  bear  this  indignity)  hath  given  me 
in  charge  to  declare  her  further  gleafure  unto  them,  in 
fuch  fort  as  they  may  well  perceive  her  majefty  doth  difal- 
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low  of  their  proceedings,  and  thereupon  hath  revoked  me. 
And  further  hath  given  me  in  charge  to  communicate  the 
fame  unto  your  lordfhips,  requiring  you  to  let  inc  know, 
before  my  departure  hence  (which  fhall  be,  God  wiBing» 
as  foon  as  I  have  received  anfwer  from  you)  what  ycm 
and  your  confederates  will  afluredly  do,  to  fet  the  queen 
your  fovereign  at  liberty,  and  to  reftore  her  to  her  former 
dignity  by  force  or  otherwife;  feeing  thefe  lord«  havere- 
fufed  all  other  mediation,  tp  the  end  the  queen's  majefty 
tfiy  fovereign  may  concur  with  your  lordfhips  in  this  hon- 
ourable enterprife. 

And  in  cafe,  through  the  difperfion  of  your  aflbciates, 
your  lordfhips  can  neither  communicate  this  matter 
amongft  you,  nor  receive  refolution  of  them  all  by  that 
time,  it  may  pleafe  you  to  fend.me  the  opinions  of  fo  many 
of  you  as  may  ronfer  together,  within  two  or  three  days, 
6^  as  I  may  have  yoi^r  anfwer  here  ip  this  t^ym  by  Mon? 
day  or  Tuefday  next  at  the  fartheft,  being  the  iptbof  this 
Augult  •,  for  I  intend  (God  willing)  to  depart  towards 
England,  upon  Wcdnefday  following.  Thus  I  mofl  hum- 
bly take  my  Jeaye  of  your  lordfhips  at  Edenburgh,  th^  i^^ 
of'^Aug.  1567. 

Jndorfed  the  13th  pf  Aug,  1^6^, 

Sir  I^icI)o|a8  Tbrokmortpn  to  the  Iprdi  lierrys. 

?**.'^***  XrOUR  goadlordOiip's  letter  of  the  i3tH  of  Auguft  J 
PaperOffica.  ^  h^vc  receiycd  the  19th  of  the  fame.  For  anfwer 
rromacopy  wherejinfo  it  may  like  your  lordfhip  tp  underftand,  diatl 
Hic^ias'  ^^'^  fignify  i^nto  you  plainly,  how  far  forth  I  am  ajrcady 
fent  to  fe.  thoroughly  inflrudied  of  the  queen's  majeflymy  (overeign*s 
^«*f' y  pleafure,  concerning  the  detention  gf  the  quc^ep  your  fare* 
****  teign^  and  concerning  her  relief. 

To  th^e  firfl  hermajefly  hatlj  giTCix  in  change,  to  ufe  all 
kinds  of  perfuafion  in  her  name,  to  move  thefe  lords  affcm- 
bled  at  Edenburgh  to  defift  frpm  this  viplent  and  undutiful 
behaviour,  which  theyufcd  toward  their  fovereign.  And 
in  this  part,  beCdes  the  fhew  of  many  reafons,  and  fundryj 
^perfuafions  of  amicable  treaty  with  them, ^  her  majefty' 
hath  willed  me  to  ufe  fome  plain  and  fevcrc  fpecch  unto 
them,  tending  fo  far  forth,  as  if  they  would  not  be  better 
advifcd,  and  reform  thefe  their  outrageous  prbcccdings 
excrcifcd  againft  their  fovereign,  that  then  they  w\^ht 
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be  aflured  her majeftyneither  would  nor  could  indurefucit 
an  indignity  to  be  done  to  the  queen^  her  good  coufin  and 
neighbour. 

And  notwithftanding  thefe  my  proceedings  with  them^ 
they  have  made  proof  to  be  little  moved  thereby ;  for  as 
yet  ndither  will  they  confent  to  the  enlargement,  neither 
fuffcr  mc  to  fpcak  with  her.  So  as  it  feem^th  to  me,  it 
is  fuperfluous  to  treat  any  more  with  them  after  this 
manner.  Whereupon  I  have  advertifed  the  queen*s  ma- 
jefty  my  fovereign,  expe£ting  daily  her  majefty's  further 
order ;  and  as  I  (hall  be  advertifed  thereof,  fo  will  not 
fail  to  fignify  the  fame  to  your  good  lordfhip  ;  and  in  the 
meantime  will  advertife  her  majefty  alfo,  what  your  lord- 
fcip  hath  written  unto  me.  Thus  with  my  due  comment 
dations  to  your  good  lordlhip,  I  commit  the  fame  to  Al- 
mighty God,  refting  always  to  do  you  the  pleafure  and 
farvice  that  I  can  lawfully.  At  Edenburgh. 
Indorfed  24th  Auguft,  1567. 


No.  XIIV.     (Vol.  n.  p.  24S.) 

Account  of  lord  Herreis's  behaviour  in  the  par- 
liament held  December  i^^  15  6. 

T'HE  lord  Henrys  made  a  notable  harangue  in  the  PaperOfSc*^ 
*^  name  of  the  duke  and  himfetf,  their  friends  and  adhe- 
rents (the  duke  himfelf,  the  earl  of  Caflillcs,  and  the 
abbot  of  Kilwinning  being  alfo  prefent)  to  perfuade  the 
union  of  the  whole  realm  in  one  mind.  Wherein  he  did 
not  fpare  to  fet  forth  foiemnly  the  great  praife  that  part  of 
this  nobility  did  deferve,  which  in  the  beginning  took 
meanes  for  puniOiment  of  the  earl  Bothwell,  as  alfo  feeing 
the  queen's  inordinat  afFeAion  to  that  wicked  man,  and 
that  {be  could  not  be  induced  by  their  perfuadon  to  leave 
him,  that  in  fequeftring  her  perfon  within  Lochlevin, 
they  did  the  duty  of  noblemen.  That  their  honpurable 
doings^  which  had  not  fpared  to  hazard  their  lives  and 
lands,  to  avenge  their  native  country  from  the  flanderous 
reports  that  were  fpoken  of  it  among  other  nations,  had 
well  deferved  that  aU  their  brethren  Ihould  join  with  them 
b  fo  good  a  caufe.  That  he  and  they,  in  whofe  names 
he  did  fpeak,  would  willingly,  and  without  any  compul- 
fioD,  enter  tbemlclves  i^  the  lame  yoke,  and  put  their 
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fives  and  lands  in  the  like  hazard,  for  maintenance  of  o\ir 
caufe.  And  if  the  queen  herfelf  were  ixi  Scotland,  ac- 
companied with  20,000  m^,  they  will  be  of  the  fame 
mind)  and  fight  in  our  quarrel.  He  hoped  the  remainder 
noblemen  of  their  party,  Huntly, .  Arguile,  and  others, 
which  had  not  as  yet  acknowledged  the  king,  would  come 
to  the  fame  conformity,  whereurito  he  would  alfo  ear- 
neftly  move  them.  And  if  they  will  remain  ohftinate,  and 
refufcto  qualify  themfelves,  then  will  the  duke,  he  and 
their  friends,  join  with  us  to  corre<ft  them,  that  other- 
wife  will  not  reform  themfelves.  So  plaufible  an  oration, 
and  more  advantageous  for  our  party,  none  of  ourfehes 
could  have  made.  He  did  not  forget  to  term  my  lord 
regent,  by  the  name  of  regent  (there  was  no  mention  at  all 
of  the  earl  of  Murray),  and  to  call  'him  grace  at  every 
word,  when  his  fpeeches  were  direfted  to  him,  accom- 
panying all  his  words  with  low  courtefies  after  his  manner. 


No.  XXV,     (Vol.  II.  p.  271.)        # 
Queen  Mary  to  Queen  Elizabeth. 

MADAM, 

Con.  Lib.       A  Lthough  the  neceffity  of  my  caufe  (which  maketh  mc 
S*c*o^,ind  "^^  ^^^^  importune  to  you)  do  make  you  to  judge  that 
probably  a     I  am  out  oJE  the  way ;   yet  fuch  as  have  not  my  paffion, 
tf tfiilatioiH    nor  the  refpefts  whereor  you  are  perfuaded,  will  think  that 
I  do  as  my  caufe  doth  require.    Madam,  1  have  not  accu- 
fed  you,  neither  in  words,  nor  in  thought,  to  have  ufed 
yourfelf  evil  towards  me.     And  I  believe,  that  .you  have 
no  want  of  good  underftanding,  to  keep  ybu  from  pet- 
fwafion  againft  your  natural  good  inclination.     But  in  the 
mean  time  I  can't  chufe  (having  my  fenfes)  but  perceive 
very  evil  furtherance  in  my  matters,   fince  my  coming 
hither.  I  thought  that  I  had  fufficiently  difcourfed  unto 
you  the  difcommodities,  which  this  delay  bringeth  unto 
me.     And  efpecially  that  they  think  in  this  next  month  of 
Auguft,  to  hold  a  parliament  againft  me  and  all  my  fer- 
▼ants.     And  in  the  mean  time,  I  am  ftayed  here,  and  yet 
will  you>  that  I  fliould  put  myfelf  further  into  your  coun- 
try (without  feeing  you),  and  remove  me  further  from 
mine ;  and  there  do  me  this  difhonour  at  the  requeft  of  my 
rebels^  as  to  fend  commiilioners  to  hear  them  againft.  me, 

as 
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as  you  wold  do  to  a  mere  fubjed}  and  not  hear  me  hy 
mouth.  Now,  madam,  I,  have  promifed  you  to  come  to 
you,  and  having  there  made  my  moan  and  complaint  of 
thefe  rebels,  and  they  coming  thither,  not  as  pofleffors, 
but  as  fubjefts  to  anfwcr.  I  would  have  befought  you 
to  hear  my  j unification  of  that  which  they  have  falfly  fet 
forth  againft  me,  and  if  I  could  not  purge  myfelf  thereof, 
you  might  then  difcharge  your  hands  of  my  caufes,  and 
let  me  go  for  fuch  as  I  am.  But  to  do  as  you  fay,  if  I 
were  culpable  I  w6uld  be  better  advifed ;  but  being  not 
fo,  I  can't  accept  this  difhonour  at  their  hands,  that  be- 
ing in  pofleffion  they  willxrome  and  accufe  mfe  before  your 
commiffioners,  whereof  I  can't  like :  and  feeing  you  think 
it  to  be  againft  your  honour  and  confignage  to  do  other- 
wife,  I  befeech  you  that  you  will  not  be  mine  enemy,  un- 
till  you  may  fee  how  I  can  difcharge  myfelf  every  way, 
and  to  fuffer  me  to  go  into  France,  where  I  have  a  dowry 
to  maintain  me  ;  or   at  leaft  to  go  into  Scotland,  with  ^ 

afliirance  that  if  there  come  any  ftrangers  thither,  I  will 
biil^finyfelf  for  their  return  without  any  prejudice  to  you, 
or  if  it  pleis  you  not  to  do  thus,  I  proteft  that  I  will  not 
impute  it  to  falfhood,  if  I  receive  ftrangers  in  my  country, 
without  making  you  any  other  difcharge  for  it.  Do  with 
my  body  as  you  will,  the  honour  or  blame  fhall  be  yours. 
For  I  had  rather  die  here,  and  that  my  faithful  fervants 
may  be  fuccoured  (tho'  you  would  not  fo)  by  ftrangers^ 
than  to  fuffer  them  to  be  utterly  undone,  upon  hope  to 
receive,  in  time  to  come,  particular  commodity.  There 
be  many  things  to  move  me  to  fear  that  I  fliall  have  to 
do  in  this  country,  with  others  than  with  yon.  But  for- 
afmuch  as  nothing  hath  followed  upon  my  laft  moan,  I 
hold- my  peace,  happen  what  may  hap.     I  have  as  leef  to 

^ '  ^     i  my  fortune,  as  to  feek  it,  and  not  find  it.   Further, 

it  pleafed  you  to  give  licenfe  to  my  fubjefts  to  go  and 
come.  This  has  been  refufed  by  my  lord  Scroop  and 
Mr.  Knolls  (as  they  fay)  by  your  commandment,  becaufe 
I  would  not  depart  hence  to  your  charge,  untill  I  had 
anfwer  of  this  letter,  tho'  I  fhewed  them  that  you  required 
my  anfwer  upon  the  two  points,  contained  in  your  letj 
ter  ^ 

The  one'  is  to  let  you  briefly  undcrftand,  I  am  come 
to  you  to  make  my  moan  to  you,  the  which  being  heard, 
I  would  declare  unto  you  mine  innocency^  andthcQ  require 
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jrour  aid,  and  for  lack  thereof,  I  can't  but  make  my  moan 
and  complaint  to  God,  that  I  am  not  hc^rd  in  my  juft 
quarrel,  and  to  appeal  to  other  princes  to  have  refpeft 
tliereunto  as  my  cafe  vequireth  ;  and  to  you,  madam,  firft 
of  ail  when  you  fliall  have  examined  your  confcience  be* 
fore  him,  and  have  him  for  witnefs^-*  —And  the  other^ 
which  is  to  come  further  into  your  country,  and  not  to 
come  to  your  prefence,  I  will  efteem  that  as  no  favour^ 
but  will  take  it  for  the  contrary,  obeyfaig  it  as  a  thing 
forced.  In  mean  time,  I  befeech  ''you,  to  return  te 
mc  my  lord  Herrics,  for  I  can't  be  without  him,  having 
none  of  my  counfel  here,  and  alfo  to  fuflFer  me,  if  it  pleafe 
you,  without  further  delay,  to  depart  hence  whitherfo- 
ever  it  ht  out  of  this  country*  I  am  '  Cure  you  will  not 
deny  me  this  fimple  requeft  for  your  honour's  fakc>  feeing 
it  doth  not  pleafe  you  to  ufe  your  natural  goodn^fs  to** 
wards  me  otherUrife,  and  feeing  that  of  mine  own  accord^ 
i  am  come  hither,  let  me  depart  ^gain  with  yours.  And 
if  God  permit  my  caufes  to  fucceed  well,  I  (ball  be 
bound  to  you  for  it  i  and  happening  otherwife,  yet  I  can't 
blame  you.  As  for  my  lord  Fleeming,  feeing  that  upon 
my  credit  you  have  fufFered  him  to  go  home  to  his  ^ufe, 
1  warrant  you  he  (hall  pafs  no  further,  but  ihall  return 
when  it  fliall  pleafe  you.  In  that  you  truft  me^  I  ii^ill  not- 
Ptthip&for^  (to  die  for  it)  deceive  you.  But  from  Dumbartoli  I  an-» 
fwer  not,  when  my  1.  Fleeming  ihall  be  in  the  Tower# 
Por  they  which  are  within  it,  will  not  forbear  to  Receive 
fuccour,  if  I  don't  aflure  them  of  yours ;  no,  tho*  you 
'  would  charge  me  withal,  for  I  have  left  them  in  charge^ 
to^have  more  refpeft  to  my  fervants  and  to  my  eftatey  than 
to  my  life.  Good  fitter,  be  of  another  mind,  wm  the  heart, 
and  all  fhall  be  yours,  and  at  your  commandment.  I ' 
thought  to  fatisfy  you  wholly,  if  I  might  have  feen  you. 
Alajs !  do  not  as  the  ferpent,  that  ftoppeth  his  hearing, 
for  I  am  no  enchanter,  but  your  fitter,  and  natural  coolin. 
If  Csefar  had  not  difdained  to  hear  or  read  the  complaint . 
of  an  advertifer,  he  had  not  fo  died;  why  Ihould  princear 
ears  be  ftopped  feeing  that  they  are  painted  fo  long?  mean-r 
ing  that  they  ihould  hear  all-and  be  well  advifed,  before 
they  anfwer.  I  am  not  of  the  nature  of  the  bafili&,  and 
lefs  of  the  camelion,  to  turn  you  to  my  likenefs,  and 
tho'  I  (hould  be  fo  dangerous  and  curs'd  as  men  fay,  you 
are  fui&ciently  armed  with  conftaiUry  and  with  juttice, 
which  I  rc(juire  of  God,,  who  give  you  grace  to  ufe  it  well 
X  with 
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With  long  and  happy  life.     From  Carlifle,  the  5th  of  July 

1568. 

No.  XXVI.     (Vol.  n.  p.  (272.) 

Part  of  a  JLetter  from  fir  Francis  KnoUys  to  Cecil, 
8th  Aug.  1568,  from  Bolton. 

An  originfU 

Paper 

Otiice. 


faith  only ;  and  flie  heareth  the  faults  of  papiftry  re- 
vealed by  preaching  or  otherwife,  with  contented  ears, 
and  with  gentle  and  weak  replys,  and  Ihe  doth  not  feem 
to  like  the  worfe  of  religion  throw  me. 

Part  of  a  Letter  from  fir  Francis  KnoUys  to  Cecil, 
21  Sept.  1568,  from  Bolton. 

■ 'TT  came  to  this  queen's  ears  of  late  that  flie  was 

^  bruited  to  be  lately  turned  fo  the  religion  of  the 
gofpell,  to  the  great  difliking  of  the  papifts  hereabouts, 
which  thing  (he  herfelf  confefled  unto  me,  and  yefterday, 
openly  in  the  great  chamber,  when  the  affembly  was  full, 
and  fome  papifts  prefent,  flie  took  occafion  to  fpeak  of 
religion,  and  then  openly  flic  profeffed  herfelf  to  be  of  the 
papift  religion,  and  took  upon  her  to  patronize  the  fame, 
more  earneftly  than  flie  had  done  a  great  while  afore,  al- 
tho'  her  defences  and  arguments  were  To  weak,  that  the 
effeft  of  her  fpeech  was  only  to  fliew  her  zeal ;  and  after- 
wards to  me  alone,  when  I  mifliked  to  fee  her  become 
fo  confidently  backward  in  religion.  Why,  faid  fhe,  would 
you  have  me  to  lofe  France  and  Spain,  and  all  my  friends 
in  other  places,  by  feeming  to  change  my  religion,  and 
yet  I  am  not  aflured  the  queen  my  good  fifter  will  be 
my  affured  friend,  to  the  fatisfaftion  of  my  honour  and 
expeftation. 

No.  XXVII.    (Vol.  n.  p.  2y2.) 

A  Letter  from  my  lord  Herries  to  my  lord  Scroop 
and  fir  F.  KjioUys,  September  3d,  1568. 

Ti/rY  lords,  pleafit  your  honourable   lordfliips,  I   am  Cott  LIli. 
^^  informed  by  James  Borthwick,  lately  come  from   A'^'^^'-nji 
the  queen's  majefty  your  foverane,  that* is  fchawin  to  her  inhulfwa 
Vol.  m.  A  a  high-  hand. 
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higlincfs,  I  Ihuld  have  ridden  in  Crafurdmure,  fen  my 
'  laft  curaing  into  this  realm,  upon  the  earl  of  Murray's  de- 
pendants. Ancfthat  I  fuld  have  caufit,  mt  been  of  coun- 
fall  to  Scottifmen  to  have  ridden  in  Infland,  or  flay  or 
fpulzie  her  majefty's  fubjeSs. 

My  lords,  I  thought  it  right  needful  becaufe  your  lord- 
Ihips  is,  by  your  foverane,  commanded  to  attend  upon  the 
queen's  majefty  my  miftrcfs,  fo  having  daily  accefs  in  thir 
matters,  to  declare  upon  the  truth  ;  humbly  defiring  that 
your  lordfliips  will,  for  God's  caufc,  ceiHiScate  the  queen 
your  foverane  the  fame. 

As  God  lives,  I  have  neither  confented,  nor  any  wife 
had  knowledge  of  any  Scottifman's  riding  iii  England^  to 
dojthe  fubjefts  thereof  hurt  in  bodies  or>goods,  fcne  the 
fiege  of  Leith  ;  and  as  I  underftand  it  fhall  be  fund  frac, 
that  gif  ony  fie  open  hurt  be  done,  it  is  by  the  queen  my 
fovereign's  difobedients,  and  that  I  have  not  ridden  nor 
hurt  no  Scottifhman,  nor  commanded  no  hurt  tp  b^  done 
^  to  them  fen  my  coming  from  the  queen's  majefty  of  Eng- 

land, it  is  well  kend,  for  that  never  ane  will  complain  of 
me.  ^ 

I  HAVE  done  more  good  to  Crawfurdmurc  nor  evcrfhc 
earl  of  Murray  has  done,  and  will  be  loather  to  do*  them 
any  harm  than  he  wilh  Except  the  queen's  majefty  your 
fovereign,  command  fie  falfe  reports  to  be  tryit,  quhereof 
this  is  altogidder  an  inventit  leafing,  her  grace  fall  be 
trublit,  and  tyne  the  hearts  of  true  men  here,  quhom  of 
fie  report  fall  be  made,  that  baith  would  ferve  hir>  and 
may,  better  than  they  unworthy  liars. 

My  lords,  I  underftand  the  queen's  majefty  your  fo- 
vereign is  not  contented  of  this  bruitc,  that  there  (hould 
ony  Frenchmen  come  in  this  realm,  with  the  duke  of 
Chattelherault.  Truth  it  is,  I  am  no  manner  of  way  the 
counfall  of  their  earning,  nor  has  no  fie  certainty  thereof^ 
as  I  hear  by  Borthwick's  report,  from  the  queen's  majefty 
your  fovereign.  And  gif  I  might  as  well  fay  it,  as  it  is 
true  indeed,  her  grace's  felf  is  all  the  wyitt,  and  the  counfall 
that  will  never  let  her  take  order  with  my  maiftrefs  caufc. 
For  that  our  fovereign  havand  her  majefty's  promife^  be 
writing,  of  lufF,  friendflilp,  and  affiftance  gif  need  had 
fo  requirit,  enterit  that  realm,  upon  the  i6  day  of  May, 
fen  that  time  the  queen's  majefty  has  commanded  me  di- 
verfe  times  to  declare  ftie  would  accept  her  caufe»  and 
do  for  her,  and  to  put  her  in  peaceable  pofleffion  of  this 

realme^ 
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rcalme,  and  when  I  required  of  her  majefty.  In  my  maif- 
trefs  name,  that  her  highnefs  would  either  do^  for  her,  (as 
her  fpecial  truft  liras  fhe  wold)  according  to  her  former 
promifes,  or  other  wife  give  her  counfal,  wold  not  confent, 
(as  I  (how  her  grace  I  fand  diverfe  repugnant)  than  that 
fee  would  pef  niit  het  to  pafs  in  France,  or  to  fome  other 
prhice  to  feek  fupport,  or  failing  hereof,    (quhilk   wa$ 
;    agains  all  reafon)  that  llie  would  permit  her  to  return  in 
herawin  countrie.  in  fie  fempil  manner  as  (he  came  out 
of  it,  and  faid  to  ner  majefty  ane  of  thir,  for  her  honour, 
would  not  be  refufit,  feeand  that  flie  was  corned  in  Her 
realm  upon  her  writings  and  promifes  of  friendfliip.  And 
Mike,  I  faid  to  her  highnefs,  gif  my  maiftrefs  had  the 
like  promife  of  her  nobility  and  eftates,  as  fhe  had  of 
herfelf,  I  ihould  have  reprovit  them  highly,  gif  they  had 
not  condefcendit  to  one  of  thit  three,  and  fo  I  fay,  and 
i  fol  write,  that  in  the  warld  it  (hall  be  maift  reprehend- 
able,  gif  this  promife  taketh  not  other  good  tffcSty  nor 
yet  it  does.     Notwithftanding,  I  get  gud  anfwer  of  thir 
promifes  of  friendfliip  made  to  my  fovereign,  and  to  put 
her  grace  in  this  her  awin  countrie  peaceably,  we  have 
faad  the  contrary   working  by  Mr.  Middlemore  dire£Ht 
from  her  highnefs  to  ftay  the  army  that  cuift  down  our 
houfes.     And  alfua,  in  the  proceeding  of  this  late  preten-  ^ 

dit  parliament,  promifed  twenty  days  before  the  time  to 
myfelf  to  have  caufed  it  been  difchargit.  And  yet  con- 
,  trary  to  this  promife,  have  they  made  their  pretendit  man- 
ner of  forfaulture  of  3 1  men  of  guid  reputation,  bifliops, 
abbottis,  and  barrohi,  obedient  fubjefts  to  our  fovereign, 
only  for  her  caufe. 

They  have  alfo  difponit,  fen  our  fovereign's  caufe  was 
taken  upon  hand  be  the  queen's  majefty  of  that  realm,  an 
hundred  thoufand  pound  Scots  worth  of  her  awin  true 
fubjefts  geir,  under  the  color  of  the  law,  groundit  upon 
their  falfe,  treafonable,  ftowin,  authority. 

The  murders,  the  oppreflions,  the  burnings,  the  ra- 
vifhing  of  women,  the  deftruftion  of  policy,  both  eccle- 
Gaftical  and  temporal,  in  this  mean  time,  as  in  my  for- 
mer writings  I  faid  it  was  lamentable  to  ony  chriftian 
man  to  hear  of,  except  God  gif  grace,  the  profeflion  of 
the  evangile  of  Jefus  Chrift  profeffit  be  your  pince,  coun- 
faJl  and  reaime,  be  mair  myndit,  nor  the  auld  inamity 
tbathiis  ftaxid  betwixt  the  realms,  many  of  my  countrymen 
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'Will  doubt  in  this  article,  and  their  proceedings  puttis  mj 
fclf  in  Sand  Thomas  belief. 

Now/ my  lords,  gif  the  queen's  majifty  of  that  realm, 
upon  quhais  promife  and  honour  my  maiftrefs  came  thcri, 
as  I  have  faid,  will  leave  all  the  French  writings,  and 
French  phrafes  of  writings,  quhilk$  amongis  them  is  over 
meikle  on  l^ith  the  fides  unfit,  and  plainly,  according  to 
the  auld  true  cuflom  of  Ingland  and  Scotland,  quherein 
be  a  word  promift  truth  was  obferv'd,  promife,  in  the 
name  of  the  eternal  God,  and  upon  the  high  honour  of 
that  nobill  and  princely  blude  of  the  kings  of  Ingland, 
quhereof  ihe  is  defcendit,  and  pref<?ntly  wears  the  dia- 
dem, that  flie  will  put  my  maiftrefs  in  her  awin  country, 
and  caufe  her  as  queen  thereof  in  her  authority  and 
ftrength  to  be  obeyit,  and  to  do  the  fame  'will  appoint  an 
certain  day  within  two  months  at  the  fartheft,  as  we 
underftand  this  to^be  our  wei^fua  will  we,  or  die  maift 
part  of  us  all,  follow  upon  it,  leaving  the  Frenchmen, 
and  their  evil  French  phrafes  togidder.  And  therefore, 
and  for  the  true  perpetual  friend(hip  of  that  realm,  will 
condition,  and  for  our  part,  with  the  grace  of  Almighty 
God,  keep  fie  heads  and  conditions  of  agreement,  as  noble 
and  wife  men,  can  condefcend  upon,  for  the  weUl  of  this 
haiiifland.  As  I  have  been  partlings  declaring  to  the 
queen  your  fovereign,  quhilk  I  (hew  to  your  lordfhips 
felfis  both  in  religion,  in  the  punifliment  of  the  earl  Both* 
wile,  for  the  queen's  laft  hufband's  flaughter,  and  for  a 
mutual  band  of  amity  perpetually  to  remain  amangis  us. 

Doubtless,  my  lords,  ^without  that,  we  may  find  fic 
time  and  friendly  working,  aa  may  gif  us  occafion  baith 
to  forgette  Middlemore  and  his  late  pretendit  parliament, 
we  will  turn  the  leaf,  leaving  our  fovereign  agains  our 
will  to  reft  where  (he  is,  under  the  promife  of  fricndfliip. 
As  L  have  baith  faid,  and  will  ever  affirm,  made  by  your 
^  fovereign,  quhilk  was  only  caufe  of  her  grace's  coming 
in  that  realme,  and  feek  the  help  and  moyen  of  French, 
or  Spanifli,  till  expulfe  this  treafonable  and  falfe  pretendit 
authority,  quhilk  means  to  reign  above  us. 

My  lords,  I  defire  your  lordftips  confider,  that  it  is 
he,  thai  maift  defires  the  amity  betwixt  Ingland  and  Scot* 
land  to  oontinue,  and  of  a  po^  man  beft  caufe  has,  that 
writ  this. 

My  brother,  the  laird  of  Skirling,  fdiaws  me,  that  in 
'^'i>ur  iordfl^ips  gonununiiiig  with  hina,  it  appearit  to  him, 
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your  mind  was  we  (hold  fuffer  the  earl  of  Murray  to* 

work,  altho^  it  were  agains  rcafon  to  us,  and  complain 

thereof  to  the  queen's  majefty,  and  her  highnefs  wald  fee 

it  reformit.     My  lords,  her  majefty  will  be  over  meikle 

troublit  to  reform  the  wranges  we  have  fuftainit  already. 

For  I  am  fure,  gif  reafon  and  juftice  may  have  place,  our 

maiftrefs,  and  we  her  fubjefts,  have  received  exprefs 

wrang,  far  above  two  hundred  thoufand  pounds  fterling, 

in  the  time  of  this  unhappy  government,  feeing  the  re- 

fomiation  of  fa  great  caufes,  comes,  now  a  days,  fo  flowHe, 

and  the  ungodly  law  of  oblivion  in  fie  matters  fo  meikle 

praftis'd,  I  think,  nowther  for  the  queen's  honour,  nor 

our  Weill,  your  lordfliips  would  fua  mean,  nor  that  it  is 

good  to  us  to  follow  it.     And  that  ye  will  give  your  fo* 

vereign  fie  advertifement  thereof,  as  your  good  wifdoms 

fhall  find  in  this  caufe  meet.     It  will  be  true  and  frind* 

ful  working  for  us,  indeed,  and  nowther  French  phrafes, 

nor  boafting,  and  finding  little  other  cffed,  that  will  caufe 

us  to  hold  away  the  Frenchmen.     This  is  plainly  written, 

and  I  defirc  your  lordQiip's  plain  anfwer,  for  in  truth  and 

plainnefs  langeft  continues  gud  friendlhip,  quhilk  in  this . 

matter  I  pray  God  may  lang  continue,  and  have  your  lord*  ^ 

{hips  in  his  keeping.     Off  Dumfreis^  the  3d  day  of  Sep* 

tember  1568.  ' 

Your  lordfliips  at  my  power 
to  command  ieifully 

HERRIS. 

Queen  Mary  to  Q^  Elizabeth* 

\T^DAME   ma   bonne  foeur.     J'ay   rcfceu   de  vos      «56<- 
-^^  lettres,  d'une  mefme  dete;  Tune,  ou  vous  faites  q^\1  ^^ 
mention  de  Fexcufe  de  MonP",  de  Murra  pour  tenir  fon  original, 
pretendu  parlement,  qui  me  femble  bien  froid,  pour  obte-»^ 
nirplusde  toHerance  queje  m'eftois  perfuadee  n'avoir  par 
voftre  promeiTe,  quant  a  n*ofler  donner  commiflSon  de  ve-» 
nir  fans  un  parlement  pour  leur  peu  de  nombre  de  noblcflc 
«lors,  jc  vous  refpons,  qu'ils  n'ont  que  trois  on  quatre 
d'avantage,  qui  euflent  aufli  bien  dit  leur  opinion  hors 
de  parlement,  qui  n'a  efte  tenu  tant  pour  cette  efFe6^,  mais 
pourfairecc  qu'expreflTenient  nousavionsrequis  eftre  em- 
pefches»qui  elt  j[a  forfalture  de  mes  fubje£ts  pour  m'avoir 
cftes  fidelles,  ce  que  je  m'affurois,  jufques  a  heir,  avoir  eu 
ep  promeflfe  de  vous,  par  la  lettrc  ^crite  a  mi  lord  Scrup 
Aaj  emaiw 
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e  maiftre  Knoleis  vous  induire  a  ire  contre  eulx,  Toiif) 
a  Ics  enfayre  refentir ;  toutefois  je  vois  que  jc  I'ay  mal 
pris,  j'en  fuis  plus  marrie,  pour  ce  que  fur  voire  lettre 
qu'il  me  montrerent,  et  leur  parole,je  Tav  fi  divqlguement 
afTuray  que  pour  vengeance  que  j*en  defiraffe,  fi  non  met^ 
tre  difference  entre  leur  faux  deportemens,  et  les  miens 
finceres.  Dans  voftre  lettre  aufli  datce  du  lo™*^  d'Aouft, 
vous  mettles  ces  mots,  <*  I  think  your  adverfe  party,  up- 
*'  on  my  furidry  former  advices,  will  hold  no  parliament 
*^  at  all ;  and  if  they  do,  it  (hall  be  only  in  form  of  an 
•^  aflembly,  to  accord  whom  to.  fend  into  this  realm,  and 
**  in  what  fort ;  for  otherwife,  if  they  ihall  proceed  in  man-^ 
"  ner  t)f  a  parliament,  with  any  aft  of  judgment  againft 
**  any  perfon,  I  fhall  not,  in  any  wife,  allow  thereof  5  and 
**  if  they  fhall  be  fo  overfeen,  then  you  may  think  the 
*^  fame  to  be  of  no  other  moment,  than  the  former  pro- 
"  cedures ;  and  by  fuch  their  ralh  manner  of  proceeding, 
**  they  (hall  mod  prejudice  themfelves ;  and  be  affured  to 
*^  find  me  ready  to  condemn  them,  in  their  doings."  Sur 
quoy,  j'ay  contremande  mes  ferviteurs,  les  faiflant  retirer, 
fouffirant  felon  voftre  commandement  d'etre  fauflement 
nommes  traitres,  par  ceulx,  qui  le  font  de  vray  5  et  en* 
core  d'etre  prpvoques  par  efcarinons  dies,  et  par  prinfes  dc 
mes  gens  et  lettres,  et  au  contraire  vous  etes  informee 
que  mes  fubjefts  ont  evahis  les  voftres,  Madame,  qui  a  fai< 
ce  rapport  n'eft  pas  homme  de  bien,  car  laird  de  gesford  et 
fon  fils  font  et  ont  eftes  mes  rebelles  depuis  le  commence^ 
mcnt ;  enquires  voUs,  s'ils  n'eftoient  a  Donfris  aveques 
culx,  j'avoies  offri  refpondre  de  la  frontiere,  cq  qui  me  fut 
refufe,  ce  qui  m'en  devroit  affes  defcharger,  neanmoins, 
pour  vous.  faire  preuve  de  ma  fidelite,  et  de  leur  falfrte,  s'il 
vous  me  fayte  donner  le  nom  des  coulpables,  et  me  forti- 
fier j  jc  commanderay  mes  fubjefts  les  pour  fuivre,  ou  fi 
^ous  voules  que  ce  foit  les  voftres,  les  miens  leur  aydc- 
Tont ;  je  vous  prie  m'en  mander  voftre,  volonte,  au  refte 
mes  fubjeSs  fidelles  feront  refponfables  a  tout  ce  que  leur 
I  fcra  mis  fu  les  contre  vous,  ni  les  voftres,  ni  les  rebelles, 
defpuis  que  me  confeillates  les  /aire  retirer-  Quant  aux 
Francois,  j'efcrivis  que  Ton  m'en  fit  nuUe  pourfuite,  car 
j'efperois  tant  en  vous,  que  je  n'en  aurois  befoign, — je  ne 
f9eu  fi  le  di£i:  aura  en  mes  lettr«s,  mais  je  vous  jure  devant 
Dieu  que  je  ne  fcay  chofe  du  monde  ^e  leur  venue,  que 
ce  que  m'en  ave§  manday,  ni  n'en  ai  oui  3c  France  mot 
4u  monde,  ct  pe  Ic  puis  ^roirc  pour  ccft  occafion,  e$  fi  ife 
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fi  font,  c'eft  fans  mon  fceu  ni  confentement,  Pourquoy  jc 
vous  fupplie  nc  me  condamner  fans  ip'ouire,  car  je  fuis 
preft  de  tenir  tout  ce  que  j'ay  ofFert  a  Mefter  Knoleis,  et 
vous  affure  que  voftre  amite,  qu*il  vous  plefl  m'ofFrir,  fera 
refcue  avant  toutes  les  chofes  du  monde,  quant  France 
fervit  la  pour  preffcr  leur  retour  a  cefte  condition,  que 
prenies  mes  affaires  en  mein,  en  foeur,  et  bonne  ami, 
comme  ma  France  eft  en  vous  ;  mais  une  chafe  feule  me 
rende  confufe,  j'ay  tant  d'enemis  qu'ont  votre  oreille,  la 
quelle  ne  pouvant  avoir  par  parolle,  toutes  mes  a&ions  vous 
font  defguifees,  et  falfement  raportees,  par  quoi  il  m'eft 
impoflible  de  m'aflurer  de  vous,  pour  les  manteries  qu'on 
vous  a  fait,  pour  deftruire  voftre  bonne  volente  de  moy ; 
par  quoy  je  defirerois  bien  avoir  ce  bien  vous  faire  entendre 
ma  fincere  et  bonne  affeftion,  laquelle  je  ne  puis  fi  bien 
defcrire,  que  mes  enemis  a  tort  ne  la  decolore.  Ma  bonnq 
fpeuT,  gagnes  moy  ;  envoyes  moy  querir,  n'entres  en  ja-t 
loufie  pour  faiilx  raports  de  celle  que  ne  defire  que  votre 
bonne  grace  ;  je  me  remettray  fur  Mefter  Knoleis  a  quije 
me  fuis  libremertt  defcouverte,  et  apres  vous  avoir  bailee 
les  mains,  je  prierai  Dieu  vous  donner  en  fante,  longuc 
ctheureufe  vie.  De  Boton,  ou  je  vous  promets,  je  n'ef- 
pere  pertir,  qu'aveques  voftre  bonne  grace,  quoyque  les  , 
menteurs  mentent.     Ce  26  d- Aouft. 


No.  XXVIII.     (Vol.  II.  p.  274.) 
Queen  Elizabeth  to  the  earl  of  Murray. 

'niGHT   trufty   and   right   well    beloved   cpufin,  we  P-ptt 
■*■*'  greet  you  well.     Where  we  hear  fay,  that  certain  p^^^^J^g 
reports  are  made  in  fundry  parts  of  Scotland,  that  what-  co^reard  ^ 
foever  fliould  fall  out  now  upon  the  hearing  of  the  queoa  fccmary 
of  Scotts  caufe,  in  any  proof  to  convince  or  to  acquit  the  ^*^*^* 
faid  queen  concerning  the  horrible  murder  of  her  late  hufr- 
band  our  coufin,  we  have  determined  to  reftore  her  to  her 
kingdom  and  government,  we  do  fo  much  miflike  hereof, 
as  we  cannot  indure  the  fame  to  receive  any  credit ;  and 
therefore  we  have  thought  good  to  affure  you,  that  the 
fame  is  untruly  devifed  by  the  authors  to  our  diflionour. 
For  as  we  have  been  always  certified  from  our  faid  fitter, 
both  by  her  letters  and  meffages,  that  flie  is  by  no  means 
gmlty  or  participant  of  that  murder,  which  we  wifli  to  be 
A  a  4  true^ 
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true,  fo  furcly  if  (he  fliould  be  found  juftly  to  be  gmlty 
thereof  as  hath  been  reported  of  her,  whereof  we  would 
be  very  forry,  then,  indeed,  it  (hould  behove  us  to  con- 
sider otherwife  of  her  caufe  than  to  fatisfy  her  defirein  ret 
ftitution  of  her  to  the  government  of  that  kingdom, 
And  fo  we  would  have  you  and  all  others  think,  that 
fliould  be  difpofed  to  conceive  honourably  of  us  and  our 
ia£tions» 

Indorfed  20  Sept.  1568. 

No.  XXIX.     (Vol.  II.  p.  28 1.)  - 

Sir  Francis  KnoUys  to  Cecil,  the  9th  of  Oaober 
1568,  from  York. 

Vz^'ou'  ]Vf  ^  ^^^^'^  ^^^^  °^  Norfolk  fendmg  for  me  to 

fice,       '  ^^    Bolton*  to  attend   upon  him  here  Thurfday 

laft,  I  made  my  repair  hither  accordingly,  meaning  to 
ftay  here  until  Monday  next;  as  touching  the  matters  of 
the  commiffion,  that  his  grace  and  the  reft  have  from  her 
highnefs,  his  grace  hath  imparted  unto  me  of  all  things 
thereunto  appertaining,  and  what  hath  hitherto  paffed, 
and  altho'  the  matters  be  too  weighty  for  my  weak  capa- 
city, to  prefume  to  utter  any  opinion  of  mine  own  there- 
of, yet  I  fee  that  my  lord  Herris,  for  his  parte  laboureth  a 
reconciliation,  to  be  had  wiihout  the  extremity  of  odious 
accufations  ;  ra v  lord  of  Ledington  alfo  faith  to  me,  that 
he  could  wifh  thefe  matters  to  be  ended  in  dulce  maner,  fo 
that  it  might  be  done  with  fafety ;  of  the  refl  ygnf  can 
conceive,  by  the  advertifements  and  writings,  fent  up  by 
our  commiffioners. 

A  Letter  from  the  bifliop  of  Rofe  to  the  queen  of 
Scots,  from  York,  Odober  1568. 

CottL'b.      T>LEIS  your  majefty.I  conferred    at   length  with  A- 
A*Co^*'*  ane  great  part  of  a  night,  who  ^ffurit  me  that  he 

had  reafoned  with  B.  this  Saturday  C.  on  the  field,  who 
determinate  to  him  that  it  was  the  D.  determinit  pur<f 
pofe  not  to  end  your  caufe  at  this  time,  but  to  hold  the 
fame  in  fufpence,  and  did  yirhat  was  in  her  power,  to  make 
the  E.  purfue  extremity,  to  the  effefl  F.  aijid  his  adhe- 
rents might  utter  all  they  could  to  your  difhonour,  tp 
the  efieft  to  caufe  you  come  in  difdain  with  the  b^il  fub-: 
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jefts  of  this  realm,  that  ye  may  be  the  mair  unable  to 
attempt  any  thing  to  her  difadvantage.  And  to  this  cffe£t 
is  all  her  intention,  and  when  they  have  produced  all  they 
can  againft  you,  D.  will  not  appoint  the  matter  inftantly, 
but  tranfport  you  up  in  the  country,  and  retain  you  there 
till  fee  think  time  to  fliew  you  favour,  which  is  not  likely 
to  be  haftily,  becaufe  of  your  uncles  in  France,  and  the 
fear  fhe  has  of  yourfelf  to  be  her  unfriend.  And  there- 
fore their  counfel  is,  that  ye  write  an  writing  to  the  D. 
meaning  that  ye  are  informit  that  your  fubjefts  which  has 
offend  it  you.-— This  in  effeft  that  your  majefty  hearing 
the  eftate  of  your  affairs  as  they  proceed  in  York,  was 
informed  that  her  majefty  was  informed  of  you,  that  you 
could  not  gudely  remit  your  fubjeds  in  fuch  fort  as  they 
might  credit  you  hereafter,  which  was  a  great  caufe  of  thtf 
ftay  of  this  controverfy  to  be  ended.  And  therefore  per- 
fuadingher  D.  effedually  not  to  truft  any  who  had  made 
fuch  narration.  But  like  as  ye  had  rendered  you  in  her 
hands,  as  mpft  tender  to  you  of  any  living,  fo  pray  it  her 
to  tafee  na  ppinion  of  yout  but  that  ye  wauld  ufe  her  coun- 
(dl  in  all  your  affairs,  and  wald  prefer  her  friendfhip  to 
all  others,  as  well  uncles  as  others,  and  affure  her  to  keep 
that  thing  ye  wald  promife  to  your  fubjedls  by  her  advice^ 
And  if  D.  difcredit  yt)u,  ye  wald  be  glad  to  fatisfy  her 
in  that  point  be  removing  within  her  realm  in  fecret  and 
quiet  manner,  where  her  G.  pleafed,  until  the  time  her 
G.  were  fully  fatisfied,  and  all  occafion  of  difcredit  re- 
moved from  her.  So  that  in  the  mean  time  your  realm 
were  Jjplden  in  quietnefs,  and  your  true'  fubjefts  reftored 
and  maintained  in  their  own  eftate,  and  fie  other  things 
tending  to  this  effe£l.  ^  And  affirms  that  they  believe 
that  this  may  be  occafion  to  caufe  her  credit  you  that  y© 
offer  fo  far  ;  and  it  may  come  that  within  two  or  three 
months  (he  may  become  better-minded  to  your  grace, 
for  now  {he  is  not  well  minded,  and  will  not  (hew  you 
any  pleafure  for  the  caufes  aforefaid. 

N.  B.  The  title  of  this  paper  is  in  Cecil's  band  j  tho 
following  key  is  added  in  another  hand, 
A-  The  laijrd  of  Lethington, 

B,  The  duke  of  Norfolk. 

C.  Was  the  day  he  rode  to  Cawood. 
D*  The  queen  of  England. 

E.  The  queen  of  Scots  commiffioners. 
f .  The  earl  of  Murray* 
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No.  XXX.     (Vol.  II.  p.  293.) 

DeKbcration    of     Secretary     Cecirs     concerning 
Scotland,  Dec.  21,  i568» 

F!apcrOficc  npHE  bcft  way  for  England,  but  not  the  cafieft,  that 
-^  the  queen  of  Scots  might  ,remain  deprived  of  her 
crown,  and  the  ftate  continue  as  it  is. 

The  fecond  way  for  England  profitable,  and  not  fo  hard. 
-—That  the  q«cen  of  Scots  might  be  induced,  by  fomc 
perfwafions,  to  agree  that  her  fon  might  continue  king, 
becaufe  he  is  crowned,  and  hcrfelf  to  remain  alfo  queen ; 
and  that  the  government  of  the  realm  might  be  committed 
to  fuch  perfons  as  the  queen  of  England  ftould  name, 
fo  as  for  the  nomination  of  them  it  might  be  ordered, 
that  a  convenient  number  of  perfons  of  5)cotland  fhould  be 
firft  named  to  the  queen  of  England,  indifferently  for  the 
queen  of  Scots,  and  for  her  fon,  that  is  to  fay  the  one 
half  by  the  queen  of  Scots,  and  the  other  by  the  carle 
of  Lennox,  and  lady  Lennox,  parents  to  the  child ;  and 
out  of  thofe,  the  queen's  majefty  of  England  to  make 
choice  for  all  the  officers  of  the  realm,  that  are,  by  the 
laws  of  Scotland,  difpofable  by  the  king  or  queen  of  the 
land. 

That  until  this  may  be  done  by  the  queen's  majefty, 
the  government  remain  in  the  hands  of  the  earl  o(^ur« 
ray  as  it  is,  providing  he  fliall  not  difpofe  of  any  offices  or 
perpetuals  to  continue  any  longer  but  to  thefe^offered  of 
the  premifes. 

That  a  parliament  be  fummoned  in  Scotland  by  fevcral 
commandments,  both  of  the  queen  of  Scots  and, of  the 
young  king. 

That  hoftages  be  delivered  unto  England  on  the 

yotrng  king's  behalf,  to  the  number  of  twelve  perfons 
of  the  earle  of  Murray's  part,  as  the  queen  of  Scots  (hall 
name ;  and  likewife  on  the  queen's  behalf,  to  the  like  num- 
ber as  the  earle  of  Murray  (hall  name  j  the  fame  not  to  be 
any  that  have  by  inheritance  or  office  caufe  to  be  in  this 
parliament,  to  remain  from  the  beginning  of  the  fummons 
of  that  parliament,  until  three  months  after  that  parlia- 
ment i  which  hoftages  fhali  be  pledges^  thiit  the  friends 

of 
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of  either  part  (hall  keep  the  peace  in  all  cafesi  till  by  this 
parliament  it  be  concluded,  that  the  ordinance  which  the 
queen  of  England  (hall  devife  for  the  government  of  the  . 
realm  (being  not  to  the  hurt  of  the  crown  of  Scotland, 
nor  contrary  to  the  laws  of  Scotland  for  any  man's  inhe- 
ritance, as  the  fame  was  before  the  parliament  at  Edin'.  the 
Decem'.  1567)  (hall  be  eftablifhed  to  be  kept  and 
obeyed,  under  pain  of  high  treafonforthe  breakers  thereof, 

^That  by  the  fame  parliament  alfo  be  eftablifhed 

all  executions  and  judgments  given  againft  any  perfon  for 
the  death  of  the  late  king. 

^That   by  the   fame  parliament,  a  reiniflTion  be 

made  univerfally  from  the  queen  of  Scots  to  any  her  con- 
trarySj  and  alfo  froni  every  one  fubje£k  to  another,  faving 
that  reftitution  be  made  of  lands  and  houfes,  and  all  other 
things  heritable,  that  have  been  by  either  fide  taken  from 
them  which  were  the  owners  thereof  at  the  committing  of 
the  queen  of  Scots  to  Lochlevin. 

That  by  the  fame  parliament  it  be  declared  who  (hall 
be  fuccefTors  to  the  crown  next  after  the  Q^of  Scots  and 
her  iflTue  ;  pr  elfe,  that  fuch  right  of  the  D.  of  Chatelhe- 
rault  had,  at  the  marriage  of  the  Q^ of  Scots  with  the  lord 
Darnley,  may  be  conferved  and  not  prejudiced. 

That  the  Q^of  Scots  may  have  leave  of  the  queen's 
majefty  of  England,  twelve  months  after  the  faid  parlia- 

J  lent,  and  that  (he  (hall  not  depart  out  of  England,  with* 
ut  fpecial  licence  of  the  queen's  majefty. 
That  the  young  king  (hall  be  nouri(hed  and  brought  up 
in  ikgland,  till  he  be         years  of  age. 

It  is  to  be  confidered,  that  in  this  caufe  the  compo(ition 
between  the  queen  and  her  fubjc£ls  may  be  made  with 
certain  articles,  outwardly  to  be  feen  to  the  world  for  her 
honour,  as  though  all  the  parts  (hould  come  of  her,  and 
yet  for  the  furety  of  contrarys,  that  certain  betwixt  her 
^  and  the  queen's  majefty  are  to  be  concluded. 

No.  XXXL    (Vol.  11.  p.  296.) 

The  Queen  to  fir  Francis  KnoUeys,  22  January 
1568.9. 

WE  greet   you   v^ell,  we   mean  not,  at  this  point,  PtperOfficej 
by   any   writing,  to   renew   that  which   it  Jiath 
pleafed  God  to  make  grievous  to  us  and  forryf ul  to  yow  ; 

but 
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but  forbearing  the  fame  as  unmeet  at  this  point,  having 

occafion  to  command  yow  in  our  fervice,  and  yow  alfo 

whileft  you  are  to  fervc  us.     We  require  yow  to  con- 

fider  of  this  that  followeth  with  like  confideration  and 

diligence,  as  hitherto  yow  have  accuftomate  in  our  fer- 

vife  ;  at  the  time  of  our  laft  letters  written  to  yow  the' 

fourteenth  of  this  month  for  removing  of  the  queen  of 

Scots,  we  had  underftanding  out  of  Scotljind  of  certain 

writings  fent  by  her  from  thence  into  Scotland,  amongft 

the  which  one  is  found  to  contain  great  and  manifeft  un» 

truths   totiching  us  and  others  alfo,   as   fhall  and  may 

plainly  appear  unto  yow  by  the  copy  of  the  fame,  which 

likewlfe  we  fend  you,  and  becaufcat  the  fame  time  we  were 

advertifed,  that  it  fliould  be  fliortly  proclaimed  in  Scotland, 

though  then  it  was  not,  we  thought  good  firft  to  remove 

the  queen,  before  we  would  difclofe  the  fame,  and  then 

€xpe£t  the  iffae  thereof  j  and  now,  this  day,  by  letters  from  ' 

our  coufin  of  Hunfdon  we  are  afccrtaincd,  that  fincc  that 

time  the  fame  matters  contained  in  the  writing,  are  pub-* 

liflied  in  diverfe  parts  of  Scotland,  whereupon  we  have 

thought  it  very  meet,  for  the  difcharge  of  our  honor,  and 

to  confound  the  falfehood  contained  in  that  writing,  not 

only  to  have  the  fame  reproved   by  open  proclamation 

]iipon  our  frontiers,  the  copy  whereof  we  do  herewith 

fend  yow,  but  alfo  in  convenient  fort  to  charge  that  queen 

therewith,  fo  as  flie  may  be  moved  to  declare  the  author? 

thereof,  and  perfuaders  of  her  to  write  in  fuch  flanderous 

fort  fuch  untruths  of  us ;  and  in  the  mean  feafon,  we  have 

here  flayed  her  commiflTioners,  knowing  no  other  la^m 

we  may  more  probably  prefumc  to  be  parties  hcretttito, 

than  they,  until  the  queen  fliall  name  fome  other,  and 

acqaut  them  y  who  being  generally  charged,  without  cx-» 

prefling  to  theni  any  particularity,  do  ufe  all  manner  of 

ipeeches  to  difcharge  themfelves  •,  wherefore  our  pleafurc 

is,  that  ye   fliall,  after  ye   have  well  perufcd  the  copy  ^ 

of  this  writipg  fent  to  yow,  fpeedily  declare  unto  her, 

that  we  have  good  underftanding  given  us  of  diverfe  let* 

ters  and  writings,  fent  by  her  into  Scotland,  figncd  by 

lier  ovim  hand,  amongft  which,  one  fuch  writing  is  fent 

with  her  commandment  exprefsly  as  npw  it  is  already 

publifbed,  as  we  are  much  troubled  in  mind  that  a  prin- 

<:efs  as  ihe  is  having'  a  caufc  in  our  hands  fo  implicated 

with  difficultys  arid  calamitys,  fhould  either  conceave  in 

h^r  own  mi^dy  or  alidw  of  th^m  that  Ihould  ^nk  fuch 
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fclfe,  tintruci  and  improbable  matters  againft  us,  and  oiur 
honor,  and  fpecially  to  have  the  aventure  to  have  the  fame 
being,  known  fo  untrue  to  be  publifhed ;  and  you  fhall 
alfo  fay,  becaufe  we  will  not  think  fo  ill  of  her,  as  that  it  ^ 

Ihould  proceed  of  herfelf,  but  ratlicr  (he  hath  been  coun- 
felled  thereunto,  or  by  abufe  made  to  think  fome  part 
thereof  to  be  true,  we  require  her,  even  as  flie  may  look 
for  ony  favour  at  our  hands,  that  flie  will  difburden  her- 
felf as  much  as  truly  flie  may  herein,  and  name  them 
which  have  been  the  authors  and  perfwaders  thereof^  . 
and  fo  flie  fliall  makp  as  great  amends  to  us  as  the  cafe 
may  require  ;  after  you  have  thus  far  proceeded,  and  had 
fome  anfwer  of  her,  whether  ftie  fliall  deny  the  writ- 
ing abfolutely,  or  name  any  that  have  been  the  advifer^ 
thereof,  you  fliall  fay  unto  her  that  we  havt  fl:ayed  her 
commiffioners  here,  untill  we  may  have  fome  anfwer  here- 
of, becaufe  we  cannot  but  impute  to  them  fome  part  of 
this  evil  dealing,  untill  by  her  anfwer  the  authors  may 
be  known  ;  and  as  foon  as  you  can  have  direft  anfwers 
from  her,  we  pray  you  to  return  us  the  fame  ;  for  as  the 
cafe  ftandeth,  we  cannot  but  be  much  difquieted  with  it, 
having  our  honour  fo  deeply  touched  contrary  to  any  in- 
tention in  us,  and  for  any  thing  we  know  in  our  judg- 
ment the  eari  of  Murray  and  others  named  in  the  fame 
writing  void  of  thought  for  the  matters,  to  them  thereiii 
imputed  j  you  may  impart  to'  the  queen  of  Scots  either 
the  contents  of  the  llanderous  letter,  or  fliew  her  the 
copy  to  read  it,  and  you  may  alfo  impart  this  matter  to 
the  lord  Scroop,  to  join  with  you  there  as  you  fliall  think 
m^ct. 


Sir  Francis    Knolleys  to    queen   Elizabeth,  from 
Wetherby,  the  28th  January  1568. 

-7 T  WiLt  fupprefs  my  own  griefs,  and   pafs  them  Anonginai. 

-*'  over  with  filcnce,  for  the  prefeat  learning  of  your  I'ap  ^Office 
majefty — and  for  this  queen's  anfwer  to  the  coppie  of  her 
fuppofed  letter  fent  unto  Scotland,  I  mud  add  tliis  unto 
my  brother's  lettCT,  fent  unto  Mr.  Secretary  yefternight 
late ,  in  procefs  of  time  flic  jJid  not  deny  but  that  the 
firft  lines  contained  in  the  fame  cople,  was  agreeable  to 
a  letter  that  flie  had  fent  unto  Scotland,  which  touched. 

my 
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my  lord  of  Murray's  promife  to  deliver  her  fon  into  yotif 
majefty's  hands,  and  to  avoid  that  the  fame  fhould  not  be 
done  without  her  confent,  made  her,  flie  faith ^  to  write 
in  that  behalf  5  fhe  faith  alfo  that  ftie  wrote  that  thejr 
fhould  caufe  a  proclamation  to  be  made  to  llir  her  people 
to  defend  my  lord  of  Murray's  intent  and  purpofe,  fot 
delivering  of  her  faid  fon,  and  impunge  his  rebellious  go- 
vernment, as  (he-  termed  it,  but  (he  utterly  denyeth  to 
have  written  any  of  the  other  flanderous  part  of  the  faid 
letter  touching  your  niajefty ;  (he  faid  alfo,  that  (he  fuf- 
pe£ied  that  a  Frenchman,  now  in  Scotland,  might  be  the 
author  of  fome  Scotch  letters  devifed  in  her  name,  but, flic 
would  not  allow  me  to  write  this  for  any  part  of  her  an^ 
fwer. 


No.XXXIL    (VoI.il  p.  305.) 

Sir  Nicholas  ITirokmqrton  to  the  right  honourable 
the  lord  of  Liddington. 

•oA  of  July  X7-OUR  letter  of  the  3d  of  July,  I  have  received  the 
From  the  ^S^h  of  the  fame.     For  anfwer  whercunto  you  fliall 

iinderitand,  that  friends  here  to  my  Iprd  regent  and  you 
do  wiih  fuch  a  concurrence  in  all  doings,  as  in  matter  and 
circumftances  there  arife  no  diffenfion,  or  at  the  Icaft, 
no  more  nor  other  than  the  difference  of  countries  doth 
neceffarily  require.  We  here  do  think  convenient  that  as 
few  delays  be  iifed  as  may  be,  for  the  confummation  of  the 
matter  in  hand,  which  principally  to  advance  your  al- 
lowance, profecution;  and  fpeedy  promotion  in  Scodand, 
is  moft  requifite,  for  you  are  f®  wife,  and  well  acquainted 
with  the  (late  of  the  world,  and  with  all  our  humours,  as 

?rou  know  that  fome  do  allow  and  difallow  for  reafon,  fome 
or  refpeft  of  multitude,  fome  for  refpefl:  of  peirfons,  and 
fo  the  caufe  is  to  go  forward  as  men  do  like  to  fet  it  for- 
ward. You  are  not  to  feck  that  fome  will  ufe  cautions, 
fome  neutrality,  fome  delays,  and  fome  will  plainly  im- 
punge it.  And  yet  all  and  every  of  thefe  forts  will  alter 
their  doings,  when  they  (hall  fee  the  regcnt^and  his  fa- 
vourers accord  with  the  beft  and  greateft  part  there,  and 
agree  with  the  wifeft  and  ftrongeft  party  here.  Tho'  the 
matter  has  taken  its  beginning  her6|Upon  deep  and  weighty 
J-  conli- 
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cohMerations,  for  the  weil  of  both  the  princes  and  their 
lealnis,  as  well  prefently,  as  in  time  to  come,  yet  it  is 
thought  moft  expedient,  that  the   regent  and  realm  of 
Scotland,  by  you,  (hould  propofe  the  matter  to  the  queen 
our  fovereign,  if  you  like  to  ufe  convenience,  good  order, 
or  be  difpofed  to  leave  but  a  fear,  and  no  wound 'of  the 
hurts  paft.     I  would  be  glad  that  this  my  letter  fhould 
come  to  your  hands  before  the  convention,  whereat  it 
feems  your  queen's  reftoration  and  marriage  to  the  duke  of 
Norfolk  fliould  be  propounded,  eithei^  to  wynne  in  them 
both  allowance  or  rejeftion.     To  which  proceedings,  bc- 
caufe  you  pray  me  to  write  frankly,  I  fay  and  reafon  thus, 
me  thinketh  you  ufe  a  prepofterous  order,  to  demand  the 
confent  of  fuch  perfons,  in  fuch  matters,  as  their  minds 
to  a  good  end  hath  rather  been  felt  or  prepared,   and 
dierefore  there  muft  needs  follow  either  a  univerfal  re- 
fufal,  or  faftious  divifion  amongft  you,  whereby  a  blouftcr- 
ing  intelligence  muft  needs  come  to  queen  Elizabeth  of 
the  intended  marriage  from  thence,^  which  ought  to  have 
been  fecretly  and  advifedly  propounded  unto  her  high- 
nefs4  hereby  you  fee  then  the  meaning  is,  by  this  dealing, 
her  Majefty  fhall  be  made  inexorable,  and  fo  bring  the 
matter  to  fuch  pafle,  as  this  which  ihould  have  wrought 
furity,  quietnefs,  and  a  ftay  to    both  queens  and  their 
realms,  {hall  augment  your  calamity,  and  throw  us  your 
beft  friends  into  divorce  with  you,  and  into  unhappy  divi- 
fion amongft  ourfelves ;  for  you  may  not  conjecture  rfiat 
the  matter  is  now  in  deliberation,  but  expefleth  good 
occafion  for  executing ;  fure  I  am  you  do  not  judge  fo 
flenderly  of  the  managing  of  this  matter,  as  to  think  we  - 
have  not  caft  the  worft,  or  to  enter  therein  fo  far  with- 
out the  affiftance  of  the  nobility,  the  ableft,  the  wifeft, 
and  the  mightieft  of  this  realm,  except  queen  Elizabeth  : 
from  whom  it  hath  been  concealed  until  you,  as  tlie  (itteft 
minifter,  might  propound  it  to  her,  on  the  behalf  of  the 
regent,  and  the  nobility  of  Scotland.     How  far  mailer 
Woddes  defamations  do  carry  them  of  queen  Elizabeth's 
affe Aions,  and  matter  fecretary's,  to  affift  the  regent  and 
to  fupprefs  the  queen  of  Scots,  I  know  not,  nor  is  it  not 
material ;  but  I  do  affuredly  think,  that  her  majefty  will 
prefer  her  furety,  the  tranquillity  of  her  reign,  and  the 
convcrfation  of  her  people,  before  any  device,  which  may 
proceed  from  vain  difcourfe,  or  imperfc£tions  of  pailions, 
and  ixtoonfiderate  affedions*    And  as  for  Mr.  Secretary, 
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yott  are  not  to  learn,  that  as  he  Hketh  not  to  go  too  fail 
afore,  fo  he  covctcth  not  to  tarry  too  far  behind,  and  fpc- 
cially  when  the  reliques  be  af  no  great  value  or  power. 
If  I  could  as  well  aiTure  you  of  his  magnanimity,  and 
conftancy,  as  of  his  prefent  conformity,  I  would  fay  con- 
fidently, you  may  repofe  as  well  of  him  in  this  matter, 
as  of  the  duke  of  Norfolk,  the  earls  of  Arundel,  Pem- 
■  broke,  Leicefter,  Bedford,  Shrewfbury,  and  the  reft  of  the 
nobility ;  all  which  do  embrace  and  protefte  the  accom- 
plifhmentof  this  caie.  I  have,  according  to  your  advice, 
written  prefently  to  my  lord  regent,  with  the  fame  zeal 
and  care  of  his  well  doing  that  I  owe  to  him,  whom  I  love 
and  honour.  Mr.  Secretary  hath  affured  unto  him  the 
queen  of  Scotland's  favour  and  good  opinion,  wherewith 
he  fecmeth  to  be  well  fatisfy'd.  If  your  credit  be,  as  I 
truft,  haften  your  coming  hither,  for  it  is  very  neceflarjr 
that  you  were  here  prefently.  Q^ Elizabeth  both  doth 
write  to  my  lord  regent  in  fuch  fort,  as  he  may  perceive 
•  Mr.  Wood's  difcourfes  of  her  majefty's-afFeftion  to  be 
vain,  and  Mr.  Secretary  otherwife  bent  than  he  conjec- 
tureth  of  him,  the  effedl  of  which  her  majefty's  letter  you 
(hall  underiland,  by  my  lord  Leicefter's  letter  unto  you  at 
this  difpatch.     At  the  court,  20th  July  1569. 


No.  XXXIII.    (Vol.  n.  p.  307.) 

Part  of  a  Letter  from  the  earl  of  Murray  to  L.  6. 
probably  Lord  Burleigh^ 

Harif  Lib.    T>ECAU£E  I   fee  that  great  advantage  is  taken 

57«  B.  9.  -^    on  fmall  occafions,  and  that  the  mention  of  the 

^  43*  marriage  betwixt  the  queen  my  fovereign*$  mother,  and 
the  d.  of  Norfolk  hath  tliis  while  paft  been  very  frequent 
in  both  the  realms,  and  then  I  myfelf  to  be  fpoken  of  as 
a  motioner,  which  I  perceive  is  at  the  laft  come  to  her 
majefty's  ears;  I  will,  for  fatisfaclion  of  her  highnefs, 
and  the  difcharge  of  my  duty  towards  her  majefty,  mani- 
fed  unto  you  my  intereft,  and  mediing  in  tha^  matter, 
from  the  very  beginning,  knowing  whatfoever  is  preju- 
dicisd  to  her  highnefs,  cannot  but  be  hurtfjil  to  the  king 
niy  fovereign,  this  his  realm,  and  me.  What  conferences 
was  betwixt  the  duke  of  Norfolk,  and  any  of  them  that 
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were  with  me  within  the  realm  c^  England,  latp  notable 

to  declare ;  but  I  am  no  wife  forgetful  of  any  thing  tliat 

pafTed  betwixt  him  and  me,  either  at  that  time,  or  fin^e; 

And  to  the  end  her  majefty  may  underftand  how  I  havcf 

been  dealt  with  in  this  matter,  I  am  compelled  to  touch 

fome  circumftances>  before  there  was  aiiy  mentibil  of  her 

marriage.     In  York,  at  the  meeting  of  all  the  commiflion'* 

crs,  I  found  very  -7-  and  neutral  dealing  with  the  dixke,  and 

others  her  highnefs  s  commilfioners  in  the  beginning  of 

the  caufe,  as  in  the  making   of   the  others  to  proceed 

iincetely,  and  fo  furtb.   During  which  time,  I  entered 

into  general  Ipeech,  Kicking  at  our  jiift  defence  in  the 

matters,  that  were  obje£ted  againft  us,  by  the  faid  queen's 

commiffioners,  looking  certainly  for  no  other  thing,  but 

fummary  cognition  in  the  caule  of  coiitrbverfy,  with  a 

final  declaration  to  have  followed.     Upoh  a  certain  day 

the  lord  Lithington    fecretary   rode  with    the   diike  to 

Howard,  what  purpofe  they  |iad  I  cannot  fay,  bijt  that 

night  Lithin^^on  returning,  ^nd  entering  in  conference 

with  me  upoii  the  ftate  of  pur  a£tion,  f  was  advlfed  by 

him  to  pafs  to  the  duke,  ahij  require  familiar  conferencci 

by  the  which  I  might  have  fome  feeling  to  what  iiTue  our 

matters  would  tend.      According  to  which  advice,  having 

gotten  time  and  place  convenient  in  the  gallery  of  thd 

houfe  where  the  duke  was  lodged,  after  renewing  of  our 

iirft  acquaintance  made  at  Berwick,  the  time  before  the 

aflize  of  Leith,  and  fome  fpeeches  pafled  betwixt  us';  he 

began  to  fay  to  me,  how  he  in  England  had  favour  and 

credit,  and  I  in  Scotland  had  will  and  friendfhip  of  many, 

it  was  to  DC  thoiignt  there  coiild  be  rione  more  fit  inftru- 

ments,  to  travel  foir  the  continunrice  of  the  athity  betwixt 

the  realms,  than  we  two.     And  fo  tnat  difcourfe  upon  the 

prefent  ftate  of  both,  and  how  t  was  entered  in  that  a£lion 

tending  fo  -liar  to  the  qiieen's  diOionour,  1  was  willed  hf 

^tocbnfider  how  inatters.  flood  in  this,  what  honouf 

1  had  received  of  the  queen,  and  what  inconveniences  hct 

defamation  in  the  matters  laid  to  her  charge  might  breed 

to  her  pofterity.     Heir  refpefl  was  not  little  to  the  crown 

of  England,  there  was  but  one  heir.     ITxe  Hamiltons  my 

unfriends,  had  the  next  refpe£{,  and  that  I  fhould  cfteem 

the  iffue  of  her  body  would  be  the  more  affediionate  to 

me  and  mine,  than  any  other  that  could  attain  to  that 

crown.  And  fo  it  Ihould  be  meetcft,  that  fhc  affirmed  her 

£fmi(Ii6n  made  in  Locblevio,  and  we  do  zh&iz&  the  let- 
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t;crs  of  her  hand  write,  that  (he  (hould  not  be  defamed  m 
England.  "My  reply  to  that  was,  how  the  matter  had  pafled 
in  parliament,  and  the  letters  feen  of  many,  fo  that  the 
abftrafting  of  the  fame  could  not  then  fecure  her  to  any 
purpofe,  and  yet  fhould  we,  in  that  doing,  bring  the  ig- 
nominy upon  us.  Affirming  it  would  itot  be  fair  for  us 
that  way  to  proceed,  feeing  the  queen's  majefty  of  Eng- 
land was  not  made  privy  to  the  matter  as  me  ought 
to  be,  in  refpcft  we  were  purpofely  come  in  England  for 
that  end,  and  for  the  —  of  the  grants  of  our  caufe.  The 
duke's  anfwer  was,  he  would  take  in  hand  to  handle  mat- 
ters well  enough  at  the  court.  After  this,  on  the  occa- 
Con  of  certain  articles,  that  were  required  to  be  refol  ved 
on,  before  we  entered  on  the  declaration  of  the  very 
ground  of  our  aftion,  we  came  up  to  the  court ;  where 
lome  new  commiffioners  were  adjoine'd  to  the  former,  and 
the  hearing  of  the  matter  ordained  to  be  in  the.  pdrlia- 
ment'-houfe  at  Weftminfter,  in  prefence  of  which  com- 
miffioners of  the  faid  queen,  and through  the 

rebuking  of  the  queen  of  England's  owil  commiffioners, 
tve  uttered  the  whole  of  the  aftion,  and  produced  fuch 
evidences,  letters,  and  probations,  as  we  had,  which  might 
>nove  the  queen's  majefty  to  think  well  of  oUr  caufe. 
Wliercupon  expeftingher  highnefs'  declaration,  arid  feeing 
no  great  likelihood  oi  the  fame  to  be  fuddenly  givtn,  but 
daily  motions  then  made  to  come  to  an  accord  with  the  h\A 
queen,  our  matters  in  hand  in  Scotland,  in  the  m^n  fea- 
fon,  (landing  in  hazard  and  danger,  we  were  put  to  theut- 
termoft  point  off  our  wit,  to  imagine  whereunto  the  mat- 
ters would  tend,  tho'  albeit  We  had  left  nothing  undone 
for  j unification  of  our  caufes,  yet  appeared  ri'o  end,  but 
continual  motions  made  to  come  to  fome  accord  with  the 
queen,  and  reilore  her  to  whole  or  half  reign.  I  had  no 
other  anfwer  to  give  them,  but  that  Tfliould  neither  do 
againft  confcience  or  honour  in  that'  matter.  Notwith- 
ftanding  feeing  this  my  plain  anfwer  wrought  no  end,  nor 
difpsttch  to  us,  and  that  I  Was  informed  that  the  duke  be- 
gan to  miflike  of  me,  and  to  fpeak  of  me,  as  that  I  had 

probably      reported  of  the  faid  queen  irreverently,  calling  her  

/  mdHittrar*      and  murderer,  I  was  advifed  to  pafs  to  him,  and  give 
him  good  words,  and  to  purge  myfelf  of  the  things  ob- 

J'cfted  to  me,  that  I  fhould  not  open  the  fudden  entry  oF 
lis  evil  grace,  nor  have  him  to  our  enemy  '• "confider* 

inj  his  greathefs.     It  being  therewithal  whifpcted  .arid 

'  '    Ihe'wed 


Digitized  by 


Google 


,        A  PP  E  ND  1  X,   N^XXXltl^  3?i 

(hewed  ta  ane,  that  if  I  departed,  he  {landing  difcontented 
and  not  fatisiied,  I  might  peradventure  find  fuch  trouble 
in  my  way,  as  my  throat  might  be  cut  before  I  came  to 
Bcnick.  And  therefore^  fince  it  might  well  enough  ap- 
pear to  her  marriage,  I  fhould  not  put  him  hi  utter  defpaif , 
that  mjr  good  will  could  not  be  had  therein.  So  few  days 
before  mjr  departing  I  came  to  the  park  in  Hampton  cfourt^ 
where  the  duke  and  I  met  together,  and  there  I  declared 
unto  him  that  it  was  come  to  my  ears,  how  fome  mif- 
j:eport  ihould  be  made  of  me  to  him,  as  that  I  fhould 
fpeak  irreverently  and  raflily  of  the  faid  queen  my  fove*^ 
reign's  mother^. fuch  words  as  before  cxprefled,  that  he 
might  ■  thereby  my  affefkion  to  be  fo  alienate  from  f "jP**!?'^ 

her,  as  that  I  could  not  love  her,  nor  be  content  of  her  ^'^^^ 
preferment,  howbeit  he  might  perfwade  himfelf  of  the  con- 
trary, for  as  flie  once  was  the  perfon  in  the  world  that  I 
loved  beft,  having  that  honour  to  be  fo  near  unto  her,  and  * 
having  received  fuch  advancement  and  honour  by  her,  I 
was  not  fo  ungrate  or  fo  unnatural  ever  to  wifli  her  body 
harm,  or  to  fpeak  of  her  as  was  untruly  reported  of 
me,  (howfocver  the  truth  was  in  the  felf)  and  as  to  the 
prefervation  of  her  fon,  mow  my  fovereign,  had  moved 
me  to  enter  into  this  caufe,  and  that  her  own  preffing  was 

theoccafionof  that  was  uttered  to  her whenfoever  Probablir 

God  ihould  move  her  heart  to  repent  of  her  bypaft  beha-  ^'J^"^"^* 
viour  and  life,  and  after  her  known  repentance,  that  Ihe 
fliould  be  feparate  from  that  ungodly  and  u^lalvful  mar- 
riage that  flie  was  entered  in,  and  then  after  wece  joined 
with  fuch  a  godly  and  honourable  a  perfonage,  as  wera 
affeAioned  to  the  true  religion,  and  whom  we  might  truft, 
I  could  find  in  my  heart  to  love  her,  and  to  fhew  her  as 
great  pleafure,  favour,  and  good  will,  as  ever. I  did  in  my 
life ;  and  in  cafe  he  fhould  be  that  perfonage,  there  was 

none  whoni  I  could  better  like  of,  the  queen in * 

of  England  being  made  privy  to  the  matter,  and  fhe  allow- 
ing thereof,  which  being  done,  I  ihould  labour  in  all  things 
that  I  could,  to  her  honour  and  pleafure,  that  were  not 
prejudicial  to  the  king  my  fovereign's  eftate,  and  prayed 
him  not  to  think  otherwife  of  me,  for  my  afFeftion  was 
radier  buried  and  hidden  within  me,  awaiting  until  God 
ihould  dircSt  her  to  know  herfelf,  than  utterly  alienate^ 
and  abilra£ked  from  hfer ;  which  he  feemed  td  accept  in 
very  gooil  part,  faiying>  Earl  of  Murray  thou  thinks  of  mc 
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that  thing,  whcrcunto  I  will  malccrtonem England  or  Sco** 
land  privy,  and  thou  haft  Norfolk's  life  in  thy  hands. 
So  departing,  I  came  to  my  lodging,  and  by  die  way 
and  all  night,  I  was  in  continual  thought!  and  agitation 
of  mind,  how  to  behave  myfelf  in  that  weighty  matter, 
firft,  imagining  whereuitto  this  ihould  tcrid^  if  it  were  at* 
tempted  without  the  queen's  majefty  of  Enctan^'s  know"* 
ledge  and  good  willy  this  realm  and  I  mvfelf  in  pafticu^ 
lar  having  received  fuch  favow  a«dcomtort  at  her  high** 
uefs's  hands,  and  this  whole  ifte  fuch  peace  and  quietnefsp 
fince  God  poffefled  her  m;l^fty  with  her  crown.  And  on 
the  other  part,  feeing  the  duke  had  difclofed  htm  to  me, 
protefting,  none  otMr  were  or  ihould  be  privy  to  our 
fpeech,  I  tho't  Itould  not  find  in  my  heart  to  utter  any 
thing  that  might  endanger  him  ;  moved  to  the  uttermolt 
with  thefe  eegifations,  and  all  defire  of  fleep  then  temov- 
ed>  I  prayed  God  to  fend  me  fome  good  relief  ailil  ovf^ 
gatey  to  my  difcharge,  and  fatisfaAion  df  my  troubled 
mind,  which  I  found  indeed ;  for  upon  the  morn,  or  with-* 
in  a  day  or  two  thereafter,  I  entered  in  converfatioo  with 
my  lord  of  Leicefter,  in  his  chanAer  at  the  ceurt>  where 
he  began  to  find  ftrange  with  .me,  that  in  the  matter  I 
made  fo  difficult  to  him,  ftanding  fo  precifely  on  confer^ 
rence,  and  how  when  I  had  in^  niy  communication  with 
the  duke,  come  fo  far-  and  there  he  made  fome  dif* 
courfe  with  me,  about  that  which  was  taike  betwixt  tis»  I 

^f^^d^      perceiving  that  the  duke  had the  matter  to  my  lord 

'-^^  ^-'^ '  of  Leicefter,  and  thinking  me  thereby  difcharged  at  die 
duke's  bands,  therefore  I  repeated  the  fame  communi* 
catien  in  every  point  to  my  lord  of  licicefter,  who  defired 
me  to  ibew  tlie  fame  to  the  queen's  majefty,  which  (re-' 
fufed  to  do,  willing  him  if  he  tho't  it  might  imports  her 
highnefs  any  thing,  that  he  as  oner——*  by  her  nMijefty, 
and  for  many  benefits  received  at  her  htghaefs-^s  hands  is 
obliged  to  wiih  her  well,  ihouTd  make  declaration  of  the 
fame  to  her  majefty,  as  I  underftand  by  feme  Ipeech  of 
her  highnefs  to  me,  he  did.  This  my  deelaratiott  to  the 
duke  was  the  only  caufe,  thatfftaid  the  violence  and  trouble 
^  prepared  for  me  unexecuted,  as  I  have  divers  way*  un-« 
derltood.  The  fame  declaration  I  was  obliged  to  rc- 
nc?w  fii>j|^e  in  writings  of  '  "  ■  font  to  my  fervant^^obt 
Woodi  The  fum  whereof,  I  tnift,  he  fiiewed  the  duke, 
and  fomethin?  alfo  I  wrote  to  himfelf  for  it  was  ^o*t  tfaii 
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Aould  tedeem  fome  timej  that  the  duke  Ibould  not  fud- 
denly  d^bre  him  our  enemyi  for  hU  greatnefs  was  oft 
laid  oefore  mcj  and  what  friendfliip  he  had  of  the  chief  of 
ihe  nobility  in  England,  fo  that  it  might  appear  to  the 
queen^^majefty  of  England-— fo  cold  towards  us,  and  doing 
nolhiBg  pttblickly  that  might  feem  favourable  for  us,  we 
had  ibme  caufe  to  fufpefl  that  her  highnefs  (hould  not  be 
f ootrariotts  to  the  marriage  when  it  ihould  be  propofed  to 
her.  The  (harp  mefljge  fent  by  her  majeity  with  the  lord 
Boyd»  who  had  the  like  commiuion  from  the  duke  tending 
fo  far  to  the  laid  qttee;i's  preferment,  as  it  were  propofing 
o;ie  manner  of  conditions  from  both,  gave  us  to  think  tha^ 
her  highnefs  had  been  forefeen  in  the  duke's  defign,  and 
that  Ae  might  be  induced  to  allow  thereof.  But  howbeic 
it  was  devifed  in  Euglanc^,  that  the  lord  of  Lethington 
iboitid  come  as  from  me>  and  break  the  matter  to  her 
Ingknefs,  as  her  majefty  in  a  letter  .declared  that  (he 
looked  for  his  coming,  yet  that  devife  proceeded  never  of 
xatf  nor  the  noblemea  at  the  convention  could  no  wife  ac- 
cord to  his  fending,  nor  aHow  of  the  matter  motioi^d,but 
altogether  mifliked  it,  as  bringing  widi  the  fame  great  in- 
conveniencies  to  the  furetyand  qntetnefs  of  this  whole  ifle; 
for  our  proceedings  have  declared  our  miiliking  and  difale 
towance  of  the  purpofefrom  the  beginning,  and  if  we  had 
{deaiied  he  was  ready  for  the  journey.  And  in  likewifc 
k  was  deviftd  to  give  confent  that  the  ■  between  PtobaM^ 

the  (aid  queen  and  Bothwell,  (hould  be  fufFered  to  pror  ^f^^^r^t* 
eeed  in  this  realm,  as  it  was  defired  by  the  faid  lord  Boyd, 
by  reafon  we  could  noc  underdand  what  was  the  queen's 
nvijefty's  pleafure,  and  allowance  in  that  behalf  ■  '■  ■ 
.And  whereas  ye  mean,  that  her  highnefs  was  not  made 
priry  of  any  fueh  intention,  the  fault  was  not  in  me.  The 
fiyft  mottoii  being  declared,  as  I  have  written,  to  my  lord 
of  Leicefter,and  by  him  imparted  tp^.hcr  majefty,  fo  fas 
as  I  cottld  perceive  -by  fome  fpeech  of  her  highnefs's  to  me« 
before  my  departing,  i'hus  I  have  plainly  declared  how  I 
have  been  dealt  withal  for  this  marriagCjaQd  howjuft  ne« 
^ei&ty  mpved  me  not  to  require  direAly,  that  which  tht 
duke  appeared  fo  •  iinto.  And  for  my  threatenings, 

to  afient  to  the  fame,  I  have  exprefled  the  manner ;  tht 
perfons  chat  laid  the  matter  before  me^  were  of  my  own 
company.  But  the  duke  fince  hath  fpoken.  Hat  it  was 
his  writing  whi^^  iaved  my  life  at  0ia(  (ime.    in  con* 
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clufion  I  pray  you  perfuade  her  majefty,  that  flie  fetim 
fpeeches  nor  any  otficr  thing  paiTed  and  objeded  to  my 
prejudice,  move  her  majefty  to  alter  her  favour-— towards 
me,  or  any  ways  to  doubt  of  my  affured  conftahcy  to? 
v^ards  her  highnefs  ;  for  in  any  thing  which  may  tend 
to  her  honour  and  furety,.!  will,  while  I  livejbeftowmy? 
felf>  and  all  that  will  do  for  me,  notwith {landing  my  ha-? 
(pard  or  danger,  as  proof  (hould  declare,  when  her  laajefty 
finds  time  to  employ  me. 

No.XXXIV^     (VoUII.  p.3i8-) 

Willisim  Maitland  of  Ledington,  to  my  lord  of  Lei» 
'  cefter,  March  aoth,'  1 570,  from  Ledington. 

4a  ofiginal.  npHE  great  defolation  threatened  to  this  whole  realm, 
-*■  be  the  divifions  thereof  in  dat)gerouQ  fafUons,  doth 
t>ref8  me  to  frame  my  letters  to  your  lordfhip,  in- other 
fort,  than  were  beliovefull  for  me,  if  I  had  no  other 
tefpeft,  but  only  to  maintain  my  private  credit ;  therefore 
I  am  driven  to  fumifli  them  with  matter,  which  I  know 
not  to  be  plaufible,  whereupon  by  mifconftruing  my  mean* 
ing,  fome  there  may  t^ke  occafion  of  offence,  linking 
that  I  rather  utter  my  own  paflions,  than  go  alK)ut  to  inr 
form  your  lordftip  truly  of  the  ftate  5  but  I  truft  my  plain 
dealing  (hall  bear  record  to  the  fmcerity  of  my. meaning ; 
to  make  the  fame  fenfible,.!  will  lay  before  your  lordftip's 
eyes,  the  plat  of  this  country  5  which  firft  is  divided  iuto 
two  faftions,  the  one  pretending  the  maintenance  of  the 
king's  reign,  the  other  alledging  the  queen  to  have  been 
jBfUelly  deak  withall,  and  unjuftly  deprived  of  her  ftate  j 
the  former  is  compofed  of  a  good  number  of  nobility,  gen* 
deipen,  and  principal  burroughs  of  the  realme,  ivho  fhall 
have,  as  Mr*  Randolph  beareth  us  in  hand,  the  queen's 
ipajefty  your  fovereign's  allowance  and  protei^ion-s  the 
(Other  hjkth  iu  it  fome  moil  principall  of  the  nobility,  and 
iJierewithali,  good  numbers  of  the  inferior  fort,  through- 
out the' whple  realgi,  which  alfo  look  affuredly  that  all 
kings  do  allow  thoir  quarrel  and  will  aid  them  according- 
ly^- What  con f^quence  this  diyiiion  will  drav  after  it,  I 
Icarc  it  to  jyi^ur  lordlhip-^  conGderation  5  there  is  fallen  out 
mother  liiviriop,  accidentally,  by  my  lord  regent's  death, 
svhtch  n  liki*  10.  <}^ng§jhQ  iUte  Qf  thft  other  two  f^iftions, 
fp  coqreafe  the  gne,  apd^  4in)inipi  the  other,"  which  is 
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erounded  upon  the  regiment  o£the  realm..    Some  niyn- 
Dcr  oif  noblemen  afpire  to  the  government,  pretending 
right  thereto  by  reafon  of  the  queen's  demiffion  of  the 
crounji  and  her  commiflion  granted  at  that  time  for  the 
regiment  during  the  king's  minority ;  another  faftion  doth 
altogether  repine  againft  that  divifion,  thinking  it  neither 
fit  nor  tolerable,  tliat  three  or  four  of  the  meaneft  fort 
;imongft  the  earls,  (hall  prefume  to  challenge  to  themfelves 
a  rule  over  the  whole  realme,  the  next  of  the  blood,  the 
frrft  in  rank,  the  greateft  alway  both  for  the  antientry  of 
their  houfes,  degree,  and  forces,  being  negleckted  i.  this 
order  they  think  prepofterous,  that  the  meaner  fort  Ihall 
be  placed  in  public  fun£tion  to  command,  and  the  greater 
fliall  continue  as  private  men  to  obey  ;  befides  that,  they 
think  if  the  commiflion  had  in  the  beginning  been  val^w-* 
able>  (which  the  mod  part  will  not  grant)  yet  can  it  not 
be  extended  to  the  prefent,  for  that  the  conditions  there- 
unto annexed  are  ceafed,  and  fo  the  effeft  of  the  whole 
void  ;    the  latter  part  of  this  divifion  hath  many  preten- 
ces, for  befides  the  queen's  faftion,  which  is  wholly  on 
that  fide,  a  great  number  of  thefe  that  have  heretofore  pro- 
fefled  the  king's  obedience,  do  favour  the  fame,  and  will 
not  yield  to  the  government  of  the  other,  whofe  preferment 
for  rcfpe£ts  they  miflike,  when  the  queen's  fadlion  fhall 
be  increafed,  with  a  part  of  the  king's,  and  thefe  not  of 
leaft  fubftance,  andyow  may  judge  what  is  like  to  enfuej 
an  other  incident  is  like  to  move  men  to  enter  in  further 
difcourfes,.  it  is  given  out  herein  Scotland  that  the  queen's 
majefty  is  fetting  forth  fome  forces  towards  the  border, 
which  fhall  enter  this  realm,  to  countenance  thefe,  that 
afpire  to  the  regiment,  and  fupprefs  the  contrary  f;^£lion, 
and  bruits  are  fpread,  that  the  fame  fliall  be  here  out  of 
hand  •,  thef<?  that  think  themfelves  of  equal  force  with  their 
contrary  faflion  at  home,  are  rather  an  overmatch  to  them, 
yet  not  able  to  encounter  with  the  forces  of  another  prince, 
rather  than  yield  to  their  inferiors,  will,  I  fear,  take  ad-^ 
yice  of  ncceffity,  and  evil  counfellors,  and  feek  alfo  the 
maintenance  of  fome  foreign  prince,  whereby  her  majefty 
(altbo'  no  further  inconvenient  were  to  be  feared)  muft  be 
driven  to  exceflive  charges, .and  it  would  appear  there; 
were  a  confpiracy.  of  all  the  elements  at  one  time  to  fet 
us  together  by  the  ears*  for  now  when  the  rumour  of  ' 
your  forces  con^ipg  towards,  the  border  is  fpread  abroad^ 
even  at  th^efanie  time  is  arrkedit  Dumbartonj-a  g^h^oik 
'"       "  Bb4'  .  witH 
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with  z  meffcngcr  fent  cxprcfly  from  the  king  of  France, 
to  that  part  6f  the  nobility  that  favours  the  queen,  to 
learn  the  ftate  of  the  country,  and  what  fupport  they  laclc 
or  deGre,  cither  for  furtherance  of  her  affairs,  or  for  their 
own  fafetyj  affuredly  this  meflage  will  be  well  received j 
and  fufered  accordingly,  this  is  the  ptefcn^  ftate  of  Scot- 
land. Now,  if  your  lordfliip  would  aifp  know  my  opinion, 
how  to  chdiqe  ^hc  beft,  as  the  oafe  ftande^h  j  I  will  in 
that  alto  fatisfic  your lordQiip^  I amrequired  from themto 
deal  plainly,  and  your  lordfliip  (ball  judge  whether  I  do  fo 
or  not  J  for  I  think  it  plain  dealing,  whcji  I  fimply  utter 
my  judgment,  and '  go  not  aboqt  to  difgyife  my  intents. 
t  truft  the  queen's  majefty  hath  a  defirc  to  retain  at  her 
devotion  the  realme  of  Scotland,  which  fiie  hath  gone 
about  to  purchafci  with  Heftowing  great  charges,  and 
the  lofs  of  fome  of  her  people  *,  this  dcQre  13  lionourabl^ 
forjier  highnef^,  prqfitable  for  both  the  countrys,  and 
of  none  to  be  difallowed  ;  fpecially  if  itbe  (a$  I  take  it)  to 
have  the' amity  of  the  whole  realm,  for  it  is  not  a  portion 
of  Scotland  can  ferve  her  turn,  nor  will  it  prove  commo- 
dious for  her  to  f^iit  the  friendfhipof  a  faftio'n  of  Scotland^ 
>.  for  in  fo  doing,  in  gaining  the  beft,  {he  may' lofc  the 
more,  and  the  fame  would  bring  all  her  a£lioh$  with  us 
in  fufpicioiii  if  £he  fliould  go  :ibout  tq'ttourifti  faSior!^ 
amongft  us,  yl^ich  meaning  I  am  fure  never  entered  into 
her  majefty's  heart  5  then  if  it  be'  the  friendfliip  of  the 
whole  Ihe  doth  demand,  let  hc^  not,  fof  pteafure  of  one 
part,  go  about  to  overthrow  the  remnanf,  which  will  not 
be  fo  faffable;,  as  (bime  may  giye  her  ^o  underftarid ;  but 
rather,  by  way  of  treaty,  let  her  go  about'  to  pacify  the 
yrholc  ftjrte,  bring  the  parties  to  ^n  accord,*  reduce  us  all 
By  good  means  to  an  uniformity,  fo  (hall  ftc  give  us  all 
occafion  to  think  wiell  of  her  doings,  that  ihe  tendetb  oar 
wealth,  and  provokes  us  univcrfally  to  wi(h  unto  her  ma- 
jefty  a  moft  profpcrous  continuance  j  bv  the  contrary,  if, 
for  the  plealure  of  a  few,  ftie  will  fend  forccf  to  fuppicfi 
thefe  whom  they  miflike,  and  fo  C9nfeqii(ently  offend  ma* 
ny ;  men  be  not  fo  faint  hearted,  but  Aey  Have  courage 
to  provide  for  their  own  fafcty,  and  not  only  will  embrace 
the  means  partly  offered,  but  will  alfo  procure  ftirther,at 
the  hand  of  other  princes.  Thia  for  mine  owii  part^' 
i  do  abhor,  and  proteft  J  defire  never  to  fee  forces  of 
Grangers  to  fet  foot  within  thislaAd,  yet  I  know  not  what 
winf  iieceffity  may  drive  men  i9to>  aa  iSmm  UMthc  i&iddla 
*  *  '  '  ^ 
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of  the  fea  were  in  a  diip,  ^hich  (ud^lenly  {hould  be  fet  en 
fircj  the  fear  of  bummg  would  make  them  leap  isito  the 
itz,  and  foon  after  the  fear  of  the  wat^  would  drire  them 
to  deire  again  to  the  fired  ihipi  fo  for  aTotding  prefeht 
evil,  men  will  many  times  be  intorccd  to  have  recourfc  to 
another,  no  Itfs  dangerous.  Truft  me  forces  will  AOI 
bring  forth  any  good  fruit  to  her  majcfty's  behove,  it 
muft  be  fome  way  of  treaty  (hall  fenre  the  turn,  wherein 
Iby  my  former  letters  your  lordfliip  doth  know  already 
wliat  IS  my' judgment  I  you  fee  how  plainly  I  do  writa^ 
wit!iout  conilderatioh  in  what  part  my  letters  may  be 
taken,  yet  my  hope  is  that  fuch  as  will  favourably  inter- 
pret  them^  (hall  thmk  that  I  mean  as  well  to  her  majefty» 
and  that  realme,  as  thefe  that  will  utter  other  latw 
guage.  I  wiih  the  continuance  of  the  amity  betwixt  the 
two  countrys,  without  other  refpeft,  and  will  not  con* 
ccal  from  her  majcfty  any  thing,  to  my  knowledge,  ten<^ 
ing  to  the  prejudice  thereof ;  if  1  Ihall  perceavc  her  majefty 
taking  frank  dealings  in  evil  part,  I  ftiall  from  thenceforth 
iforbcar ;  in  the  mean  feafon  I  will  not  ceafc  to  trowblc 
vour  lordlhip,  as  1  fliall  have  occaiion  to  write,  and  fo  I 
take  my  Jfcave  of  your  lordihip. 

No.X]^XV.    (Vein.  p.  32^0 

Letter  of  queen  Elifabeth  to  the  eark  of  Safleks, 
*  July  ad,  1570. 


CallflMr^ 

MS.  Hir. 


T>IGHT  trufty  and  well  beloved  coufin  we  greet  yeu 
^  well,  this  day  we  hayc  received  your  letters  of  aS  ^  ^> 
the  laft  ihonth,  with  all  othen  letters,  fent  from  Scot-  ^i^,  '^ 
land,  and  mentioned  in  your  letters,  whereunto  anfwer  is 
dcfittidto  be  given  before  the  tenth  of  this  month;  whsdi 
is  a  very  (hort  ttnie,  the  weightinefii  of  the  matters,  and 
the  diftatice  of  the  places  confidered;  tterevthelefs  we 
ha^e,  as  the  (borthefs  cquld  fufier  it,  ^kkrcd  Co  give  diia 
anfwer  following,  vi^tidfi  "we  ^fiU  that  yow,  by  warrand 
hereof  (hall  cauK  to  be  giftn  input  wane  to  the  eari  of 
Lennox  and  the  reft  of  tm  nobtemeo  ec^^eaed  with  him. 
Where  it  Is  \9f  them,  in  dieir  letMs^  and  writings  al« 
ledged,  that  for  lack  of  cor  refetate  ttifstrer,  concerning  the 
eftablidung  of  the  regiment  of  ^irealmy  nnder  their  young 
'""Sf  P^t  fticoii^knciea  hiye  happened,  ladtheref 910 
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t]^Qjrhave  deferred  now  at  their  l^ft  conventian  to  deter- 
nainc  of  the  famine,  who  ih^U  have  the  place  of  govemi- 
our,  until  the  21  (i  this  nuonth,  before  which  time  they 
require  to  have  oui  advice,,  in  what  perfgn  or  perfons  the 
government  of  that  realm  (hall  be  cftabliflied,  we  accept 
♦ory  thankfully  the  goodwill  and  reputation  they  have  of 
us,  4n- yielding  fo  frankly  to  require. and  follow  our  advifc 
in  a>matter,  that  toucheth  the  ftate  of  their  king,  thelr- 
felyee,  aj^d  realm  fo  near,  wherein  as  we  perceive,  that  by 
our  fcrmer  forbearing  to  intermeddle  therein,  they  have 
p^^  forae  discomfort,  as  thougl^  that  we  would  not  have 
regard  ;to  their  ftiate  and  furcty,  fo  on  the  other  part,  they 
of  their  wifdoms  ought  to  thif  k»  that  it  might  be  by  the 
.whole  world  evil  interpreted  in  us  to  appoint  thcmaform 
g(  government,  or  a  governour  by  name,  for  that  howfo- 
cver  we  Aould  mean  wdl  if  we  fhould  do  fo,  yet  it  could 
not  be  without  fome  jealoufy  in  the  heads  of  the  eiliate,  no- 
bility, and  community  of  that  realm,  that  the  government 
thereof  fhould  be  by  me  fpecially  named,  and  ordained  \ 
fo  as  -finding  difficulty  on  both  parts,  and  yet  mifliking  mott 
that  they  fhould  take  any  difcomfort  bv  our  forbearing  to 
fliow  our  mind  therein,  we  have  thought  in  this  fort  for  to 
proceed,  confidering  with  ourfelves  how  now  that  realm 
had  been  a  good  fpace  of  time  ruled  in  the  name  of  their 
king,  and  by  reafon  of  his  bafe  age,  governed  heretofore 
by  ajrery  ^areful  and  honourable  perfon,  the  earle  of  Mur- 
ray, until!  that  by  a  mifchievous   perfon,   (an  evil  ex- 
ample) he  was  murdered,  whereby  great  diforder  and  con- 
f ufion  of  necefTity  had,  and  will  more  follow,  if  determin- 
ation fce  not  made  of  fome  other  fpecial  perfon,  or  pei^ 
fans,  to  take  die  charge  of  governor,  or  fuperior  ruler, 
Iperclal!  for  adminifhation  of  law  and  juflice,  we  cannot 
but  very  well  allow  the  dcfire  of  thefe  lords  to  have  fome 
fj>ecial  governor  to.  be  chofen  ;  and  therefore  being  well 
afTored,  that  their  own-  underftanding,  of  all  others  is 
bflft.  to  confider  tjiie.ftatc  of  tb^t  rcsdm,  and  to  difcem 
the  abilities  and^qualjties  of  every  perfon  meet  and  ca- 
Jpabie:&>r;flich/a  /chor^,  we  i]iallvb^|;jter  fatisfie  ourfelves, 
3wHom  they  by  thsir- commas  confiint  fhall  firft  choofe, 
sjhd^appoint  to.  that  pttrpofe^'tbefi  of  any  to  be  by  us  afore-^ 
Kand  Unceptatnly  oamodi  mid^hfit  bipie^ufQ  they  ifaal|  per«- 
ceave  tharwe  have .  carevpf  .thf  perfon  of  their  king,  who 
by  ftearnefs  of  Uood,  asxdin  refpeS  to  his  (b  young  years, 
(pughtto«be'¥ci^  f)ei|dc7!a3vl'tiQ^.tO:ll»i,w^.ibaU  not  bide 
.  '   •  *'  **our 
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our  opinion  from  them,  bat  if  diey  fhall  all  accord  to  name 
his  grandfaAer,  onr  cpufin,  the  earl  of  Lennox  to  be 
governor  alone,  or  jointly  with  others^  (whom  we  bear  to 
be  hi  the  mean  time  by  their  common  confent  appointed 
lieutenant-general)  reafon  moveth  Us  to  think  thatvnone 
tan  he  chofen  in  that  whole  realm,  that  fliall  more  define 
the  prefervation  of  the  kjing,  and  be  more  meet  to  have 
the  government  for  his  fafety,  being  neiLt  to  him  in  blood 
of  any  nobleman  of  that  realm,  or  eifewhere;  and  yet 
hereby,  we  do  not  mean  to  prefcribe  to  them  this  choice, 
except  they  ihall  of  themfelves  fully  and  freely  allow 
thereof}  furthermore  we  would  have  them  well  afluredt 
that  whatfoevcr  reports  of  devifes  are,  or  Ihall  be  fpread 
er  invented,  that  we  have  already  yielded  our  mind  to 
alter  the  ftate  of  the  king  or  government  of  that  realm, 
the  fame  arc  without  juft  caufe  or  ground  by  us  given, 
for  as  we  have  already  advertized  them,  that  although  wc 
have  yielded  to  hear,  which  in  honour  we  could  not  re- 
fufc,  what  the  queen  of.  Scots  on  her  part  (hall  fay  and 
oiFer,  n6t  only  for  her  own  aflurance,  but  for  the  wealth 
of  that  realm ^  yet  not  knowing  what  the  fame  will  be, 
that  fliall  be  offered,  we  mean  not  to  break  the  order  of 
law  and  juftice,  by  advancing  her  caufe,  or  prejudging 
her  contrary,  before  we  fliall  deliberately  and  afluredly 
fee,  upon  the  hearing  of  the  whole,  feme  place  necef- 
fary,  and  juft  cayfe  to  do;  and  therefore  finding  that 
realm  ruled  by  a  king,  and  the  fame  affirmed  *by  laws  of 
that  realm,  and  thereof  inverted  by  coronation  and  other 
foiemnities  ufcd  and  requifite  and  generally  fo  received  be 
the  whole  eilates,  we  mean  not  by  yielding  to  hear  the 
complaints  or  informatiofts  of  the  queen  againft  her  fon, 
to  do  any  a£l  whereby  to  make  conciufion  of  governments, 
but  as  we  have  found  it,  fo  to  fufFet  the  fame  to  continue, 
.  yea  not  to  fufler  it  to  be  altered  by  any  means  that  we 
may  impeflie,  as  to  our  honour  it  doth  belong,  as  by  your 
late adic»is  hath  manifeftly  appeared,  untill  byfome  juftice, 
and  cleai-  caufe,  we  fljali  be  diredlly  induced  otherwife  to 
declare  our  opinion ;  and'  this  we  would  have  them  to 
know  to  be  our  determination  and  coarfc  that  we  mean 
to  hold,  whereon  we  truft  jthey  for  their  king  may  fee 
how  plainly  and  honourably  we  mean  to  proceed^  and 
how  little  caufe  they  have  to  doubt  of  us,  whatfoever  to  ' 
the  contrary  they  have  or  ftiatll  hear ;  and  on  the  other 
|>art,  we  pray  them  of  xheir  wildpm^  to  think  h<)w  unbo* 
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■ourable,  and  contrary  to  all  human  order  it  were  for  iu» 
when  the  queen  of  Scotland  doth  fo  many  ways  require 
to  hear  her  caufe,  and  doth  offer  to  be  ordered  be  us  in 
the  fame,  as  well  for  matters  betwixt  ourfelves  and  her, 
as  betwixt  herielf  andiher  fon  and  ^is  party  of  that  realiU} 
againft  which  oiFerfi  no  reafcoi  could  more  us  to  refufe  to 
give  ear,  that  we  fliould  afo^ehand  openly  and  dire£Uy, 
before  the  caufes  be  heard  and  confidered^as  it  were,  give 
a  judgment  or  fentence  either  for  ourfelres  or  for  them 
wnom  Ihe  maketh  to  be  her  /contraries.  Finally  ye  (hall 
admoniih  them^  that  diey  do  not,  by  mifcpneeiving  oui 
good  meaning  towards  them,  or  by  indire^  afiertions  of 
their  adverfary,  grounded  on  untruths,  hinder  or  weaken 
their  own  caufe,  in  fueb  fort,  that  our  good  meaning  to^ 
yirards  them  fliall  not  take  fuch  cffcSt  towards  them,  as 
they  fliaU  deGre,  or  themfelves  hftve  need  of.  AH  this 
our  anfwer  ye  fliali  caufe  to  be  given  them,  and  let  them 
know,  that  for  the  fhortnefs  of  time,  this  being  the  end 
^  the  fecond  of  this  month,  we  neither  could  make  any 
\  longer  declaration  of  our  mind,  nor  yet  write  any  fcvcral 

letters,  as  if  time  might  haye  fenred  ire  woifld  hare  done. 
2d  July  1570. 


No.  XXXVI.    (Vol-  H.  p.  315.) 

The  biihop  of  Rofs  to  fecretary  lidington  from 
Chattifwortlu 

Tjth  J«ae     T  HAVE  received  your  letters  dated  the  26th  of  May, 
fS7o.  -i-    here  at  Chattifworth,  the  10    of  January,  but  on 

the  receipt  thereof  I  had  written  to  you  at  length,  like  as 
the  queeu  did  with  my  lord  Levingfton,  by  the  which  yoit 
will  be  refolved  of  many  points  contained  in  your  faid 
letter.  I  writ  to  you  that  I  received.your  letter  and  ere* 
dit  from  Thomas  Cowy  at  London*  and  fent  to  Leiccfter 
to  know  the  quee;|i  of  England's  mind  '«i4iether  you 
fhould  come  here  or  not.  He  fent  me  word,  that  flie  will 
no  ways  have  you  come  as  one  of  the  commiffioners, 
becaufe  (he  is  yet  ofiended  with  you ;  and  dienefore  it 
appears  good  that  ye  come  not  hitlvnri  but  remain,  where 
you  arCf  to  ufe  your  wifdom  and  diligence,  as  may  bed 
advance  the  queen's  affairs,  for  I  perceive  your  weill  and 
jpfiety  depends  ther^pn,  in  irefpeft  to  the  ^reatfdd  an^ 
3  '  cnnif 


Digitized  by 


Google 


A  P  P  E  N  b  I  X,    N-  XXXVL  ^i 

enninilty  bom  againft  you  by  your  Scots  peoplcj  and  ^ 
great  heirOiip  taken  of  your  father's  landis^  both  were  furie 
demoniirations  of  their  malice*  Yet  I  am  encouraged  by 
your  ftout  and  deliberate  mind^  Affure  yourfelf  no  dllU 
gence  ihall  be  omitted  to  procure  fupports  forth  o(F  all 
prts  where  k  may  be  had.  We  will  not  refufe  the  aid 
neither  of  Papift,  Jew,  nor  Geutil,  after  my  advice  ;  and 
to  this  end,  during  this  treaty,  let  all  things  be  well  pre- 
pared. Apd  feeing  my  lord  Seaton  is  defirous  to  go  into 
Flanders,  the  queen  thinks  it  very  neceffary  that  he  fo  do> 
for  the  duke  D'Alva  has  gotten  eicprefs  command  of  die 
king  of  Spain  to  give  fupport,  and  I  am  fure  that  there 
he  Ihall  have  aid  both  of  Flanders  and  the  pope,  for  it 
abides  only  on  the  coming  of  fome  men  of  countenance, 
to  procure!  and  receive  the  fame.  He  muft  needs  tarry 
tbere^  on  the  preparations  thereof,  during  l!he  treatf, 
which  will  be  a  great  furtherance  to  the  fame  here.  The 
queen  has  already  writteu  to  the  duke  D'Alva  for  this 
tSt&f  advertizing  of  his  coming  ;  there  is  certain  fums  of 
money  coming  for  fupport  of  the  Engliflimen,  as  I  wrot* 
to  yott  before  from  the  pope^  Whereupon  I  would  he 
jiad  a  general  commi^on  to  deal  for  them,  and  receive; 
fuch  iums  as  {hall  be  given.  The  means  (ball  be  found 
to  caufe  you  to  be  anfuerit  of  the  fums  you  writ  for,  to  be 
difpofit  upon  the  furnifliihg.  of  the  caille  of  Edinburgh, 
fo  being,  fome  honeft  and  true  man  were  fent  to  Flanders 
to  receive  it,  as  faid  is,  which  1  would  you  prepared  and 
fent.  Orders  fliall  be  taken  for  the  metals  as  you  writ  of. 
We  have  proponit  your  avyce  in  entering  to  treat  with  th^ 
queen  of  England,  for  retiring  of  her  forces  puntyoally 
for  lack  of  aid.  Your  anfwers  to  the  Engllfhmen  are  tho't 
very  good,  but  above  all  keep  you  wcill  out  of  their  hands, 
m  that  cafe,  eftote  prudentes  ficut  ferpentes.  You  may 
take  experience  with  tfie  hard  dealing  witli  me,  how  ye 
would  be  ufed  if  ye  were  here,  and  yet  I  am  not  forth  of 
danger,  being  in  medio  nationis  prav% ;  always  no  fear, 
with  God's  grace,  fhali  make  me  ihrink  from  her  majefty's 
fervice*  Since  the  queen  of  England  has  refufed  that  you 
tome  here,  it  appears  to  me  quod  nondum  eft  fedata  ma« 
litia  amorreorum,  &c.  and  therefore  if  Athol  or  Cathenes 
Slight  by  any  means  be  procured  to  come,  they  were  the 
moft  fit  for  the  purpofe,  Rothes  were  alfo  meet,  if  he  and 
I  were  not  both  of  one  (irname  ;*  fo  the  treaty  would  gdt 
the  lel4  credit  oither  in  Scotland  or  Iiere.  Therefore  avys^ 

"*  and 
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and  fend  the  beft  may  fcrvc  the  turn,  and  fail  not  Robert 
JMelvil  come  with  them,  whoever  comes,  for  fo  is  the 
queen'-s  pleafure ',  in  my  laft  packet,  with  James  Fogo, 
to  you,  in  the  beginning  of  May,  I  fent  a  letter  of  the 
queen's  own  handwriting  to  him,  which  I  truft  ye  re- 
t«ived.  I  am  forry  ye  come  nbt  for  the  great  relief  I  hoped 
to  have  had  by  your  ptefence,  for  you  could  well  have 
handled  the  queen  of  England,  after  her  humour,  as  you 
were  wont  to  do.  The  reft  I  refer  to  your  good  wifdom, 
praying  God  to  fend  you  health.  From  Chattifworth  the 
1 5tli  of  January. 


No.  XXXVIL  ^  (Vol.  II.  p.  347.) 

The  declaration  of  John  Cais  to  the  lords  of 
Grange  and  Lethington  zoungare  upon  the  8th 
day  of  Oa.  1571. 

*t5I^HEREAS  you  defirc  to  know  the  qu«en*s  majefty's 
^^  pleafure,  what  (he  will  do  for  appea'fing  of  thefc 
controverfies,  and  therewith  has  offered  yourfelves  to  be 
at  her  commandment,  touching  the  common  tranquillity 
of  the  whole  ifle,  and  the  amity  of  both  realms  ;  her  plea- 
fure is  in  this  behalf,  that  ye  fliould  leave  off  the  main- 
tenance of  this  civil  difcord,  and^ive  your  obedience  to 
the  king,  whom  fhe  will  maintain  to'  the  utmoft  of  her 
power.  t' 

And  in  this  doing,  (he  will  deal  with  the  regent  and 
the  king's  party,  to  receive  you  into  favour,  upon  reafon- 
able  conditions  for  fecurity  of  life  and  livings. 

Also  fhe  fays  that  the  queen  of  Scotts,  for  that  fhe  has 
pra&ifed  with  the  pope  and  other  princes,  and  alfo  with 
her  own  fubjecls  in  England,  great  and  dangerous  treafons 
again  ft  the  ftate  of  her  own  country,  and  alfo  to  the  de- 
ftruftion  of  her  own  perfon,  that  flie  fhall  never  bear 
authority,  nor  have  liberty  while  flie  lives. 

If  ye  refufe  thefe  gentle  offers,  now  offered  unto  you^ 
Ihe  will  prefently  aid  the  king's  party,  withmen,  ammuxil- 
tion,  and  all  jneceffary  things,  to  be  had  againft  you. 
•  Whereupon  her  majefty  requires  your  anfwerwith 
fpeed,  without  any  delay. 

4  *^  "    No.'xxxvm- 
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No.  XXXVIII.     (Vol:  II.  p.  359.) 

Articles  fent  by  Knox  to  the  General  Affembly, 
Auguft  5th,  1572. 

THIRST,  deliring  a  new  aft  to  be  made   ratifying  *  all  Calderw. 
•*■    things  concerning  the  king  and  his  obedience  that  '^^s.  Hif. 
were  enafted  of  before  without  any  change,  and  that  the  ^^IIl  ^*  *• 
minifters  who  have  contraveened  the  former  a£ls  be  cor- 
rcfted  as  accordeth. 

That  fute  be  made  to  the  regent's  grace  and  nobility 
maintaining  the  king's  ca'ufe,  that  whatfoever  proceedetKin 
this  treaty  of  peace  they  be  mindful  the  kirk  be  not  prc- 
judg'd  thereby,  in  any  fort,  and  they  cfpecJally  of  the  mi 
nifters,  that  have  been  robbed  of  their  pofTeffions  within  tlie 
tirk  duting  the  tiniS  of  the  troubles,  or  othcrwife  dung 
and  injured,  fnay  be  reftored.        "       ' 

To  fute  at  the  regent,  that  no  gift  of  any  biftioprick  of 
other  benefice  be  given  tp  any  pcrlon,  contrary  to  the  tenof 
of  the  a£ls  made  in  the  time  of  the  firft  rrgent  of  gooi 
memory,  and  they  that  ^re  given  contra  the  faid  aftsVor  ti 
any  unqualified  perfoti,  may  be  revoked  and  made  niill  be 
an  zSt  of  ft  ere  t  council,  and  that  all  bifho'pricks,  fo  vacah*4 
may  be  prefented'and  qualified  perfons  nominit  thcreuntcr,  • 
within  a  Jyear  after  the  vaking  thereof,  according  to  thi 
order  taketi  in  Leith'be  the  commiffioners  of  the  nobility 
and  of  the  kirk  in  the  month  of  January  laft,  and  in 
fpecial  to  Complain  upon  the  giving  bf  Biflioprick  of  Rofi' 
to  the  lord  Methven. 

That  no  pention^of  benefices, , great  or  fmall,  be  given 
befimple  donation  of  any  lord  regent,  without  confeht  of 
Aepofleflbrof  the  faid  benefices  having  tittle  the«5o,ap<l 
the  admiffion  of  the  fuperintendent  or  commiflioiiS  of  the 
province  Where  this  benefice  lyeth,  or  of  the  bifliops  law-  - 
fully  ele<3ked  according  to  the  faid  order  taken  at  Leith ;  and 
defirean  a£t  of  council' to  be  made  thereupon,  until  tHe 
next  parliaxhefit;  wjierein  the  famine  may  be  fpecially  in- 
aGed,  with  inhibitioh  to  the  lords  of  feffion  to  gjve  any 
letters  or  decreets,  upon  fuch  fimple  gifts  of  benefices  or 
pentions  not  being  given  in  manner  above  rehearfed,  ah4 
that  the  kirk  prefently  aflembled  declare  all  fuch  gifts  null 
fo  far.  as  lyeth  in  their 'power,  .:/':.    *.' 

That 
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Tkir  the  firft  form  of  prcfcntation to  benefices, vhicfl 
were  iii  the  iirft  and  fecond  regent's  time,  be  not  changed 
as  now  it  is  commonly  ;.but  that  this claafe 'be  contained  in 
ihc  prefeittation,  that  if  thepcrfoii  prefented  niake  not  rc- 
fidahce,  or  be  &ndetoas  or  fou«d  uhworthjr  cither  iri  li^ 
or  dodrine  be  the  judgment  of  the  kirk  (to  which  alwife 
ht  {hall  be  fubjcd)  of  meet  to  be  franfported  to  another 
fDOtn  at  the.  fight  of  the  kirk,  the  faid  prefentation  and  all 
that  (hall  fall  dtereupon  ihall  be  nuil  anci  of  no  fibree  n6r 
tScQt ;  and  this  to  haVe  place  alfo  in  tHe  nomination  of 
tbc.bifcops,      ,    I     .  .    .         > 

That  an  a^  be  inadie  in  this  afiembly  &zi  all  thiiigs 
ipnc  in  prejuciicc  of  the  kirk's  aflumptioii  of  the  third, 
mother  by  papiftror  othe^4^  by  giving  of  fews,  liferents,  ot 
|akf,  er  any  otherwife  difponing  the  faid  afiumed  thirds, 
lie  deciare4  null  with  a  ibkmn  proteftation  the  whok  kirk 
diiflente^  tfaeiretc^ 

That  an  a£l  be  inade  decerning  and  ofdiihing  all  U« 
Ihops,  admitted  to  tbe  orcier  of  the  kirk  now  teceived,  to 
.  ^vc  account  o(  their  whole  rents,  and  inttomi^ns  thcre» 
with  oilce  in  the  year,  as  the  kir^  ihall  ap{>oi&t»  for  fuch 
Cuifes  as  the  kirk  may  eafil^  confider  the  SuSac  to  be  mm 
expedient  and  neceflar.  j     >    > 

Aneut  the.  jttrifdi&ion  of  the  kirk,  that  the  fame  be  de- 
termined in  this  affembly,  becaufe  this  article  hath  Ion| 
^en  poftpooed  to  make  fute  to  the  negent  and  council  for 
reniedy  againft  meiTengers  and  excommimicate  perfons. 

Last,  That  orders  be .  taken,  anent  the  jprbcorers  of  the 
Jprk^  who  procure  againft  mtniftera  and  miniibrjr,  and  for 
Hmtling  of  juftice  of  the  kirk's  anions  m  the  feffigiu 

No,  XXXIX.     (Vol.  IL  p.  365.) 

i)ecIair»tion  6f  H^nry  Killigrew,   e(<li  upon  thi 
peace  conctiid^d  the  23d.  Feb*  1572* 

BE  it  known  to  all  men,  by  thefe  pxeients,  that  I 
Henry  Killigrewe,  etq  |  ambaflaclor  fot  the  d&eeo's 
inajefty  of  England*  Forafmuch  as,  at  the  eaineft  motidk 
and  folicitation  being  made  to  me;  on  her  hi^meis*s  be- 
.half,  there  is  accord  and  pacification  of  the  public  troubles 
and  civil  warwithin  this  realm  of  Scotl^d  agreed  add  taa^ 
<ituied|imd  ihe  lamefaToorably  eztcuded towards  the  right 
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honoanUe  George  earl  of  Huntly,  lord  Gordon  and  Bald- 
zenoch)  and  the  lord  Jolin  Hamilton^  fon  to  the  dttke*i 
grace  of  Chaftellannilt,  and  commendatour  of  the  abby  of 
Abirbrothock,  for  the  furety  of  their  Yvrcs,  livings,  honours^  ' 

and  goods  of  them,  their  kinfolks,  friends,  fervants,  and 
partakers,  now  properly  depending  en  them  ;  in  treatinff 
of  the  which  faid  pacification,  the  murders  of  the  late  can 
of  Murray  uncle,  and  the  earl  of  Levenax,  grand&tiier^ 
late  regent  to  the  king's  majefty  of  Scotland  iiis  realm  and 
lieges,  as  alio  an  article  touching  the  difcharge  for  the 
frudis  or  moveable  goods,  which  the  faid  perfoQS  have 
taken  fra  perfons  profefHng  the  king's  obedience,  before 
the  damages  done  or  committed  by  them,  fince  the  15th 
dajof  Junij  1567,  and  before  the  penult  day  of  July 
laft  by  pafled,  by  reafon  of  the  common  caufe  or  any  thing 
depending  thereupon,  being  thought  by  the  king's  con^hi* 
fanes  matteris  of  fuch  wecht  and  importance,  ^s  the  king's 
prefent  regent  could  not  conveniently,  of  himfelf,  remit 
or  difcharge  the  fame.  Yet  in  refpect  of  the  neceffity  of 
the  prefent  pacification,  and  for  the  weill  of  the  king,  and 
common  quietnefs  of  this  realm  and  lieees,  it  is  accorded^ 
that  the  matters  of  remilTion  of  the  faid  murderers,  and 
of  the  difcharge  of  the  faid  fru£tis,  moveable  goods,  and 
other  damages,  be  moved  by  the  perfons  defiring  the  faid 
remiffions  and  difcharge  to  the  queen's  majefty  my  fove* 
reign,  to  as  the  princefs  neareft  both  in  blood  and  habita'* 
tion  to  the  king  of  Scots.  And  whatfoever  her  majefty 
ihall  advife  and  counfel  touching  the  faid  remiffion  and 
difcharge,  the  faid  lord  regent,  for  the  weill  of  the  king 
and  univerfal  quietnefs  of'  the  realm  of  Scotland,  fhall 
perform,  obferve,  and  fulfil  the  fame.  And  in  likewife, 
the  faid  earl  Huntly,  and  commenc^atour  of  AbirbrO' 
thock,bding  urged  to  have  delivered  pledges  and  hoftages 
for  obfervation  of  the  conditions  of  the  faid  accord  and  ^ 
pacification,  hath  required  me  in  place  thereof,  in  het 
majcfty's  name,  by  virtue  of  my  commiffion,  to  promife 
for  them,  that  they  ihall  truly  and  faithfully  obferve  and 
keep  the  faid  pacification,  and  aU  articles  and  conditions 
thereof,  for  iheir  parts,  and  that  it  would  pleafe  her  ma- 
jefty to  interpofe  herfelf,  as  furety  and  cautioner  for  them 
to  that  efieft,  to  the  king's  majefty  of  Scotland  their  fove- 
reign  and  his  faid  regent,  which  I  have  done  and  pro-» 
imfc  to  do,  by  virtue  of  her  majefty's  commiffion,  as  by 
the  honourabK  and  plain  dealing  of  the  faid  carl  and  lordi 
Vol.111-     '  Cc  their 
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their  intention  to  peace  well  appears,  the  fame  being  moft 
aigreeable  to  the  mind  of  the  queen's  majefty  my  fove- 
reign,  which  fo  long  by  her  minifters  hath  travelled  for 
the  faid  pacification,  and  in  the  end,  at  her  motion  and 
folicitationj  the  fame  is  accorded,  knowing  her  majeft/s 
godly  defire,  that  the  fame  may  continue  unviolate,  and  that 
the  noblemen  and  others  now  returning  to  the  king's  obe- 
dience fliall  have  fufficient  furety  for  their  lives,  livings, 
honours,  and  goods.  Therefore  in  her  majefty's  name, 
and  by  virtue  of  my  commiffion,  I  promife  to  the  afore- 
faid  earl  Huntly  and  commendator  of  Abirbrothock,  that 
by  her  majefty's  good  means,  the  faid  rem'iflion  and  dif- 
chargc  (hall  be  purchafed  and  obtained  to  them,  their  kin- 
folks,  friends,  fervants,  and  partakers,  now  properly  de- 
pending upon  them  (the  perfons  fpecified  in  the  firft  ab- 
Ainence  always  excepted),  asalfo  that  the  faid  pacification 
fliall  be  truly  obferved  to  them,  and  that  her  majefty  fhall 
interpofe  herfelf  as  confervatrix  thereof,  and  endeavour 
herfelf  to  caufe  the  fame  to  be  truly  and  fincerely  kept  in 
all  points  and  articles  thereof  accordingly.  In  witnefs 
whereof,  I  have  to  this  prefent  fubfcribed  with  my  hand, 
and  fealed  the  fame  with  mine  own  feal  the  13  th  day  of 
Feb.  Anno  Domini  1 572.  And  this  to  be  performed  by 
me,  betwixt  the  date  hereof,  and  the  parliament  which 
fliall  be  appointed  for  their  reftitution,  or  at  the  furtheft 
before  the  end  of  the  faid  parliament.     Sic  fubfcribitur. 


The  bifliop   ot    Glafgow*s   note   concerning  the 
queen  of  Scotland's  dowry. 

CotVifb.      T^HE  queen  of  Scotland,  dowager  of  France,  had  for 
Caiig.  B/4.  her  dowry,  befides  other  pofleffions,  the  dukedom 

of  Turene,  Aivhich  was  folemnly  contraSed  and  given  to 
her  by  Bie  king  and  eftates  of  parliament ;  which  dukedom 
flic  poffefled  peacefully  till  1576,  and  then,  upon  the  pa- 
cification betwixt  the  king  and  Monf.  his  brother,  to  aug- 
inent  whofe  appenage  this  dutchy  was  given,  to  which  the 
queen  of  Scotland  yielded,  upon  account  of  princes,  who 
were  her  near  relations,  provided  the  equivalent  which 
was  promifed  her  fliould  be  faithfully  performed.  So 
that  year,  after  a  great  many  folicitations,  in  lieu  of  that 
Jutcby,  flie  had  granted  her  the  county  of  Vermandaife, 
with  the  lands  and  bai;liwicks  of  Seuley  and  Vetry  *,  tho' 
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'tis  known  that  countf  and  the  other  lands  were  hot  of 
equal  value  with  Turene,  but  was  ptomifed  to  hate  an 
addition  of  lands  in  the  neighbourhood  to  an  equal  valUe* 
Upn  this  letters  patent  were  granted,  which  Were  con* 
firmed  in  the  courts  of  parliament,  chamber  of  accouili:^ 
court  of  aids,  chamber  of  the  treafury,  and  others  nece{- 
hry ;  upon  which  fhe  entered  into  poffeflion  of  that  coun- 
ty, &c.  Afterwards,  by  a  valuation  of  the  commiffioners 
of  the  chamber  of  accounts,  it  was  found  that  the  revenue 
of  that  county,  &c.  did  not  amount  to  thofe  of  Turenc, 
by  3000  livres.  But  inftead  of  making  up  this  deficiency 
according  to  juftice,  fome  of  the  privy  council,  viz.  M>  de 
Cheverney,  the  pre fi dents  of  Bellievre,  Nicocholay,  and 
St.  Bonet,  in  the  name  of  the  king,  notwithftanding  of 
her  aforefaid  lofTes,  did  fell  and  alienate  the  lands  of  Sen- 
lis,  and  the  dutchy  of  Eftaimpes,  to  madam  de  Montpen-» 
<ier,  from  whom  the  king  received  monfy  ;  of  which  fale 
the  counfellors  aforefaid  obliged  themfelves  to  be  guaran-» 
tees,  which  hath  hindered  the  aforefaid  queen  to  have 
juftice  done  her.  So  that  madam  de  MontpenCer  hath 
been  put  in  pofleffion  of  thefc  lands  of  Senlis,  contrary  td 
all  the  declaration,  proteftation,  and  aflurances  of  the  king 
of  France  to  queen  Mary's  ambafladors.  So  that  the  queen 
of  Scotland  is  difpoffefled  of  her  dowry,  contrary  to  all 
equity,  without  any  regard  to  her  quality/ 


No*  XL.     (VoMLp.3710 

A  Letter  from  the  lord  of  Lochlevin  to  the  regent 
Mortoun* 

IT  will  pleafc  your  grace,  I  received  your  grace's  let-  3<*  Ma'ch 
^  ter,  and   has   confidered  the  fame*     The  parfon  of -j^^J/^J,,,^**^ 
Camfey  was  here  at  me  before  the  receipt  thereof,  direfted  Archivej. 
fra  my  lord  of  Mar,  and  the  mailer  anent  my  laft  written,  ^'*"**-  *• 
which  was  the  anfwer   of  the  writing  that  the  mailer     **'  '^* 
fcnt  to  me,  which  I  fend  to  your  grace,  defiring  me  to 
come  to  Sterling  to  confer  with  them.     I  had  given  my 
anfwer  before  the  receipt  of  your  grace's  letter,  that  I  be- 
buifEt  to  be  befyd  San£l  Androis,  at  ane  friends  tryft, 
which  I  might  not  ©mit ;  1  underftand  by  my  faid  coufin,    ^ 
that  the  king's  majefty  is  to  write  to  divers  of  the  nobility 
to  come  there^  anent  your  lordfliip's  trial,  and  that  he 

C  c  2  had 
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had  written  before  his  departing  to  my  lord  Monthrois. 
I  underftand  likcwife,  he  will  write  to  your  grace  to 
come  there  for  the  fame  efFeft,  which  I  tho't  good  to 
make   your  grace  forefeen  of  the  lame>  praying  your 
grace,  for  the  love  of  God  Almighty,  to  look  upon  the 
bed,  and  not  to  fleep  in  feeurity,  but  to  turn  you  with 
uufdfgned  heart  to  God,  and  to  confider  with  yourfelf, 
that  when  the  king's  majefty  was  very  young,  God  made 
him  the  inftrument  to  divefl:  his  mother  from  ber  authority, 
who  was  natural  princefs,  for  offending  of  his  Divine  Ma- 
jefty, and  that  there  ran  no  vice  in  her,  but  that  the  fame 
is  as  largely  in  you,  except  that  your  grace  condefcended 
not  to  the  deftriftion  of  your  wife.     For  as  to  harlotry 
and  ambition,  I  think  your  grace  has  as  far  offended 
God,  and  far  more  in  avaritioufnefs,  which  vyces  God 
never  left  unplagued,  except  fpeedy  repentance,  which  I 
pray  God  grant,  to  your  grace,  for  otherwife  your  grace 
can  never  have  the  love  of  God  nor  man.     I  pray  your 
grace  flatter  not  yourfelf ;  for  if  your  grace  believes  that 
ye  have  the  good  will  of  them  that  are  the  king's  good 
willers  ^ye  deceive  yourfelf;  for  furely  I  fee  perfeflly  that 
your  own  particulars  arc  not  contented,  lat  be  the  reft, 
and  that  moft  principally  for  your  hard  dealing.    I  pray 
your  grace,  heir  with  me  that  I  am  thus  hamlie,  for  cer- 
tainly it  proceeds  from  no  grudge,  but  from  the  very  af- 
feftion  of  my  heart  towards  your  grace,  which  has  con- 
tinued fince  we  were  acquainted.   And  now  I  fee,  becaufc 
the  matter  ftands  in  your  grace's  handling  with  the  king's 
majefty,  for  certainly  if  your  grace  fall  forth  with  him 
now,  I  fee  not  how  ye  fhall  meet  hereafter ;  pray  I  your 
grace  to  call  to  God,  and  look  on  the  beft,  and  paft  Irom 
your  grace  both  your  vices,  to  wit,  ambition  and  avari- 
tioufnefs.    I  am  riding  this  day  to  San£l  Androts,  and 
truft  to  return  on  Wcdnefday  at  the  farthcft.    If  your 
grace  will  command  me  in  atiy  offices  that  are  honefi, 
that  I  may  do  your  grace  pleafure  in  at  Sterling,  advcrtife 
of  your  grace's  mind,  and  Ihall  do  to  my  power  and  know- 
ledge, and  this  with  my  hcartlie,  &€.  &G. 


To 

Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


A  P  P  E  K  D  I  X,  N»  XL,  {9^ 

To  out  trufty  coufin  the  lord  Lochleven. 

TTRUSTT  coufiiiy  after  our  moft  hearty  commenda-  ^ «>»  the 
^    tions,  wc  receiTed  your  letter  of  the  3d  of  March,'  e"©" Mor- 
and  as  we  take  yourplainnefs  dierein  in  good  part,  as  pro-  ton's  Ar- 
ceeding  from  a  friend  and  kinfman,  in  whofe  good  affec-  chives, 
tion  towards  us  wc  never  doubted,  ((0ye  may  not  think  no!*3i?' 
it  ftrangc  that  we  purge  ourfelves  fo  far  of  your  accufation, 
as  in  cohfcience  we  find  not  ourfelves  to  have  ofiendea 
in.     As  touching  our  offisnce  to  God,  we  intend  not  to  ^ 

excufe  it,  but  to  fubmit  us  to  his  mercy  i  for  ambition 
furely  we  think  none  canjuftly  accufe  us^  for  in  our  -    ^. 

private  eftate  we  could,  and  can  live  as  well  contented,  ae 
any  of  our  degree  in  Scotland,  without  further  afpiring. 
The  bearing  too  the  charge  of  the  government  of  the  realm, 
indeed,  mon  led  us,  or  dxij  other  that  ihall  occupy  that 
pkice,not  fimply  to  refpedi  ourfelves,  buthismajefty'srowme 
which  we  fupply,  and  therein  not  tranfcending  the  bounds 
of  meafure,  as,  we  truft,  it  (hall  not  be  found  we  have 
done,  it  ought  not  to  be  attributed  to  any  ambition  in  us. 
For  as  foon  as  ever  his  majefty  (hall  think  himfelf  ready 
and  able  for  his  own  government,  none  ftiall  more  wil- 
lingly agree  and  advance  the  fame  nor  I,  (ince  I  think 
never  to  fet  my  face  againft  him,  whofe  honour,  fafety, 
and  prefervation  has  been  fo  dear  unto  me,  nor  I  will 
never  believe  to  find  otherwife  at  his  hand  than  favour, 
although  all  the  unfriends  I  have  in  the  earth  were  about 
him,  to  perfuade  him  to  the  contrary.  As  we  write  unto 
you,  our  friendly  dealing  and  confidence  in  the  houfe  of 
Mar  is  not  thankfully  acquit ;  as  we  truft  yourfcif  con- 
fiders  ;  but  becaufe  the  ambafladors  of  England,  my  lord 
of  Angus,  the  chancellor,  treafurer,  and  i'ome  noblemen 
rides  weft  this  day  to  fee  the  king,  we  pray  you  heartily  ' 
addrefs  yourfelf  to  be  there  as  foon  as  ye  can,  and  as  ye 
(hall  find  the  likelihood  of  all  things,  let  us  be  advertized 
thereof  with  your  own  advice,  by  Alex>^  Hay,  whom 
we  have-  thought  ^ood  to  fend  wett,  feeing  my  lord  of 
Angus  from  Stealing  rides  to  Douglas.'  And  fo  we  com- 
mit you  in  the  proteftion  of  God.  At  Holyrood  houfe, 
the  4th  of  March  1577. 

Foil  the  avaritioutnefs  laid  to  our  charge,  indeed  it  lies 

not  in  us  fo  liberally  to  deal  the  king*s  geare,  as  to  fatisfy 

all  craversi  nor   never  (hall  any   foVefeign    and  nativd 

C  c  3  bom 
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born  prince,  let  be  any  ofHcitr,  efchew  the  difdains  oi 
fuch,  as  thinks  them  fudges  to  their  own  reward  ;  in  many 
caufes  I  doubt  not  to  find  the  affiftance  of  my  friends, 
but  where  my  anions  flkll  appear  unhoneil,  I  will  npt 
crave  jLhcir  affiftapp c,  but  Ice  nje  bear  piy  own  burtlicn. 


No.  X4L     (Vol.  11.  p.  399.) 

Letter  of  Walfingham*6  to  Randolph,  February  3, 

1580-ir 

Cott  Lib.  SIR,  ^ 

Ciiigr  C.  6.  J  HAVE  received  from  my  lord  lieutenant  the  copy  of  . 
^  your  letter  of  the  25th  of  the  Jaft  directed  unto  his 
Iord(hip,cQntaining  a  report  of  your  negociation  with  the 
king  and  his  council,  in  your  fecond  audience,  where- 
with having  made  her  majeily  acquainted,  flie  feemed 
fomewhat  to  tnijlikef  that  you  flmuld  fo  long  defer  tc  deal 
for  the  enlargetnent  £/*£mpedocles.  But  I  made  anfwer  in 
your  behalf,  that  I  thought  you  were  direded  by  the  ad-f 
vice  of  tlic  faid  Empedoclesyr/VW/,  in  the  foliciting  of 
that  caufe,  who  knew  what  time  was  fitteft  for  you  to 
take  \o  deal  therein,  with'moft  efFcfb,  and.  bed  fuccefs, 
with  which  anfwer,  her  majefty  did  in  the  end  reft  very 
WtW  fatisfied,  touching  that  point. 

Your  putting  of  us  in  hope  that  d'Aubigny  might 
eafily  be  won  at  her  majefty's  devotion,  was  at  firft  in? 
terpreted  to  have  bepn  irpnie  fpoke  by  you.  But  fince  it 
fcemcth  ypu  infift  upon  it,  I  could  wilh  you  were  other- 
wife  perfuaded  pf  the  man,  or  at  leaft  kept  that  opinion 
to  yourfelf,  for  confidering  the  end  and  purpofe  of  his 
coming  into  Scotland,  as  may  be  many  wnys  fufficientiy 
proved,  was  pnly  to  advance  the  queen's  liberty,  and  re- 
ception into  thai:  goycynment,  %o  overthrow  religion,  and 
,  to  procjirc  a  foreign  match  with  Villenarius,  wherein  the 

inclofed  cjQpy,  which  yoij  may  ufe  to  good  purpofe  jAere, 
Ihall  partly  give  you  fome  light ;  there  is  no  man  here  can 
be  perfuaded  that  he  will  change  his  purpofe,  for  fo  fmall 
advantage  as  he  }s  likely  to  fihjd  by  it,  and. therefore  you 
ihall  do  well  to  forbear  to  harp  any  more  upon  that  ftringt 
as  1  have  alfeady  written  to  you.  The  prince  of  Orange 
feeding,  I  fear  ^  will  not  be  in  time  that  it  may  do  any 
|;opd9  fpr  befides  thai  thpfe   people  are   in   themfelves 
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flow  in  their  refolutions,  their  own  affairs  are,  at  f>rerent, 
fo  great,  their  date  fo  confufed,  and  the  prince's  autho* 
rity  fo  fmali,  that  he  cannot  fo  foon  take  order  in  it;  and 
yet  for  mine  own  part,  I  have  not  been  negligent  or  care- 
kfs  in  the  matter,  having  more  than  three  weeks  paft, 
fent  one  about  it,  from  whom  neverthelefs  I  do  yet  hear 
nothing.  The  letters  you  defire  fliould  be  written  thither 
by  the  French  miniflers,  I  have  giten  order  to  Mr. 
Killingrew  to  procure,  who,  I  doubt  not,  will  carefully 
perform  it,  fo  that,  I  hope,  I  ihall  have  them  to  fend  you 
by  the  next.  And  fo  I  commit  you  to  God.  At  White- 
hall, the  3d  of  February  1580. 

,  Your  very  loving  coufm  and  fervant, 

Fra.  Walsingham. 

This  iettir  is  an  originate  and  in  fame  parts  of  it  ^jurote  in 
Cyphers  and  explained  by  another-  hand,  JBy  Empedocles  is 
underftoad  Morton,  By  VilUnariuSy  the  king  of  Scots ^ 
D'Aubigney  is  marked  thus  01  o* 


3  Feb.  1580. 

Sundry  notes  gathered  upon  good  diligence  given, 
and  in  time  to  be  better  manifefted,  being  now 
thought  meet  to  be  in  convenient  fort  ufed  and 

'  laid  againft  D'Aubigny,  to  prove  him  abufing 
the  king,  the  nobility,  and  that  ftate. 

17IRST,  It  hath  been  informed  by  credible  means,  Cott.  L^b. 
that  D'Aubigney  was  privy  and  acquainted  with  la  ^^'^•,^-^'. 
Nave  the  king's  mother's  fecretary,  coming  into  Scotland, 
and  of  his  errand  there,  tending  chiefly  to  perfuade  the 
king,  to  think  and  efteem  it.  an  evil  prefident  for  princes 
that  fubjefts  might  have  power  to  deprive  their  lawful 
fovereigns,  as  djiey  did  his  mother,  who  was  not  minded, 
by  any  mean,  to  defeat  him,  either  of  the  prefent  gofem- 
ment  of  that  realm,  or  yet  of  the  poffeffion  of  tlie  crown 
and  inheritance  thereof,  but  rather  to  afTure  the  fame  to 
him  :  and  that  for  the  accompliflimcnt  of  that  affurance, 
the  king  fliould  have  been  advifed  and  drawn  to  have  go- 
Cc4  verned^ 
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yernedi  for  fome  (hort  ^ime,  as  prince,  csdiing  lyAubigny 
to  rule  as  governor  of  the  prince^  by  commiffion  from 
the  queen  his  mother,  until  the  king's  enemies  were  fap« 
prefied  ;  after  which  time  D'Aubigny  ihotiU  have  power 
given  to  eftabiiih  and  refign  that  kingdom  to  die  king, 
by  his  mother's  voluntary  confent,  wherdby  all  fuch,  ai 
had  before  been  in  a£^ion  againft  the  queen  or  her  audio- 
rity,  might  be  brought  to  ftand  in  the  king's  mercy. 
And  for  that  the  king  might  live  in  more  furety,  ly Aubig* 
ny  (hould  be  declared  both  fecond  perfon  in  luccciGon  of 
that  crown,  and  alio  lieutenant  general  of  Scotland,  and 
that  D'Aubigny  before  his  departure  out  of  France,  rc^ 
ceived  commiffion  from  the  king's  mother  to  the  effe£ts 
remembered,  or  near  the  fame.  That  in  this  behalf  he 
had  conference  with  the  bifliops  of  Clafgow,  and  Rofs, 
and  with  fir  James  Baford,  with  which  perfons,  and  'with 
the  duke  of  Guife,  he  had  and  hath  frequent  intelligence, 
and  by  fir  James  Baford  he  was  addfedr  to  confer  with 
the  lord  Jolm  Hamilton  before  his  repair  into  Scotland, 
whereunto  he  agreed,  and  yet  afterwards  he  fent  one 
John  Hamilton  to  the  faid  lord  ]chn  to  excufe  him  in 
this  part,  alledging,  that  he  did  forbear  to  corn^  to  him, 
left  thereby  he  (hould  mar  or  hinder  greater  effedks  to  be 
executed  by  him  in  Scotland. 

That  before  his. coming  into  that  realm,  the  nobility 
and  country  were  well  quieted  and  united  in  good  con- 
cord, with  great  love  betwixt  the  king  and  nobility,  and 
amongft  the  nobleflc,  but  hath  bodi  drawn  the  king 
againft  fuudry  of  the  chiefeft  of  his  nobiHty,  that  have 
been  moft  ready,  and  have  expended  their  blood  and  pof- 
feffions  to  preierve  religion,  and  defend  the  king's  per- 
fon, his  goveniment  and  eftate,  and  alfo  hath  given  occa- 
fion  of  great  fufpicions  and  ofence  to  be  engendered  be- 
twixt the  king  and  his  nobility,  and  efpecially  with  fuch 
as  have  been  in  a£tion  againft  the  king's  mother,  and  her 
^  authority,  who  by  force  and  means  of  the  faid .  commiffion 
and  pra&ice,  (hould  have  been  brought  into  moft  dan- 
gerous condition  ;  and  who  alfo  may  find  themfelves  in 
no  fmall  perill  while  he  poflefles  the  king's  ear,  abufeth 
his  prefence,  and  holdeth  fuch  of  the  principal  keys  and 
ports  of  his  realm,  as  he  prefently  enjoyeth. 

That  he  hath  drawn  the  king  not  only  to  forget  the 
great  benefits  done  to  him  and  his  realme,  by  the  queen's 
majefty  of  England,  but  alfo  to  requite  the  fame  with 
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fundry  figns  of  great  unthankfulnefs  and  Wounding 
therewith  the  honour  qf  her  majeftyi,  and  thereby  hata 
adventured  to  (hake  the  happy  amity  long  time  continued 
betwixt  thofe  princes. 

And  whereas  thefe  griefs  were  to  be  repaired  by  gentle 
letters  and  good  offers,  to  have  paiTed  and  been  done  be« 
twixt  them :  In  which  refpedl  *  the  king  and  council  hav* 
ing  refolved.  to  write  to  her  majefty,  for  her  highnefs 
better  fatisfa^ion  in  the  late  negotiation  of  Mr*  Alexander 
Hume  of  Northberwick*  had  given  order,  to  the  king's 
fecretary  to  frame  that  letter :  He  minding  to  break  the 
bond  of  amity  in  funder,  willed  the  fecretary  to  be  fure 
that  nothing  fliould  be  inferted  in  that  letter  whereby  the 
king  (hould  crave  any  thing  at  her  hands,  feeking  thereby 
to  cut  off  all  loving  courtefies  betwixt  them,  as  by  the  de* 
claration  of  thp  faid  fecretary  may  be  better  learned^  and 
thereupon  further  approved. 

That  under  the  hope  and  encouragement  of  D'Aui- 
bigny's  protedion,  Alexander  King  prefumed  with  thaK 
boldnefs  to  make  his  lewd  harangue,  and  by  his  means 
hath  hitherto  efcaped  cbaltifement  and  corredion,  due  for 
his  offence. 

That  fir  James  Baford,  condemned  of  the  (laughter 
of  the  king's  father,  hath  been  called  into  the  realm  by 
Lennox,  without  the  pcivity  of  the  king.  And  whereas 
the  faid  fir  James  found  in  a  green  velvet  deik,  late  the 
earl  of  Both  well's,  and  faw  and  had  in  his  hands  the 
principlal  band  of  the  confpirators  in  that  murder,  and  cam 
bed  declare  and  witnefs  who  were  authors  and  executors 
of  the  farne^  he  is  drawn  by  Lennox  to  fupprefs  the  truths 
and  to  accufe  fuch  as  he  himfelf  knoweth  to  be  innocent  | 
and  as  by  order  of  law,  will  be  fo  found,  if  they  may 
have  due  trial,  which,  contrary  to  all  juftice,  is  by  Lennox 
means  denied. 

Tkis  is  the  charge  agaittft  D^Aubsgnyy  mentioned  In  the 
foregoing  letter  by-  Waljtngham  ;  but  by  Bqford  they  meemfa 
James  Balfour  <, 
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No.  XLIL     (Vol.  II.  p.  417.) 

The  copy  of  the  king  of  France  his  dircftions  fent 
to  Scotland  with  Seineur  de  la  Motte  Fenelon. 
Tranflated  out  of  the  French. 

Mi>**'Hif-     TTIRST,  on  their  majcfty's  moft  chriftian  part,  he  fliall 
tory.  ^ol.  3.   -^     Hiakc  thc  moft  honourable  falutation  and  vifiting  to 
p.  ao8.         ilie  mod  ferene  king  of  Scotland)  their  good  brother  and 
little  fon,  that  in  him  is  poflable. 

To  give  him  their  letters  that  are  clofed^  ftich  and  fuch 
Uke  as  they  have  written  to  him  with  their  hands,  and  to 
fliow  exprefsly  the  perfed  friendihip  and  (ingular  affec- 
tion, that  their  majeftys  bear  to  him,  and  to  bring  back 
the  anfwer. 

To  take  heed  to  the  things  which  touch  near  the  moft 
ferene  king,  to  the  efie^  that  his  perfon  may  be  in  no  dan- 
ger, but  that  it  may  be  moft  furely  preferred. 
■  And  that  he  be  not  hindered  in  the  honed  liberty  that 
he  ought  to  have,  and  that  no  greater,  or  ftraiter  guards 
be  about  him  than  he  had  before. 

And  fuch  like,  that  he  be  not  impeaehed  in  the  au- 
thority, that  God  hath  given  to  him  of  king  and  prince 
fpvereign  above  his  fubjeds,  to  the  eSt&  he  may  as 
freely  ordain  and  command  in  his  afiairs,  and  in  the  af« 
fairs  of  his  country,  with  bis  ordinary  council,  as  he  was 
ufed  to  do  of  before. 

That  his  nobility,  barons,  and  commonality  of  his 
country  may  have  their  free  liberty  to  refort  to  his  ferene 
majefty  without  fufpicion  of  greater  guards  or  more  armed 
men  about  his  perion  than  the  ufe  wa%  that  they  be  not 
afraid  and  hindered  to  refort ;  and  furdier  that  the  feg- 
iiieur  de  la  Motte  Fenelon  fall  liberally  and  freely  fpeak 
to  the  faid  ferene  king  and  council,  requiring  the  re-efta- 
bliihing  of  that  that  may  or  hath  been  changed  or  al- 
tered. 

.  A^D  that  he  may  know  if  the  principalis  of  the  nobi- 
lity and  other  men  of  good  behaviour  of  the  towns  and 
commonality  of  the  country  conveens,  and  are  content 
with  the  form  of  government  prefently  with  the  faid  ferene 
king,  to  the  end'that  if  there  be  any  mifcontent  he  may 
travaile  to  agree  them  together,  and  that  he  return  not 
without  the  certainty  of  the  famine. 
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And  if  he  may  underftand  that  (here  be  any  who  have 
not  ufed  them  fo  reverently  towards  the  faid  ferene  king 
their  fovereign  lord,  as  the  duty  of  their  obedience  re- 
quired, that  he  may  pray  on  this  behalf  of  his  majefty 
moft  chriftian  the  faid  ferene  king  his  good  brother,  giving 
him  council  wholly  to'  forget  the  fame,  and  exhorting 
them  to  do  their  duty  towards  his  majefty,  in  time  coming, 
in  ail  refpecls  with  the  obedience  and  true  fubjsdion  they 
vught  him. 

And  if  the  fdid  feigneur  de  h  Motte  perceives  the  faid 
ferene  king  to  be  in  any  manner  conftrained  of  his  perfon, 
authority*  liberty,  and  difpofition  of  his  affairs,  than  he 
ufed  to  be,  and  not  convenient  for  his  royal  dignity,  or  as 
the  fovcreignty  of  a  prince  does  require,  that  he  ufe  all 
moyen  lawful  and  honeft  to  place  him  in  the  famine,  and 
that  he  impjoy  as  much  as  the  credit  of  his  moft  chriftiaa 
majefty  may  do  toward  the  nobility  and  fubjefts  of  that 
country,  and  as  much  as  may  his  name,  with  the  name 
of  his  crown  towards  the  Scottifh  nation,  the  which  he 
loves  and  confides  in  as  much  as  they  were  proper  French- 
men. 

And  that  he  witnefs  to  the  faid  ferene  king,  and  his 
cftates,  of  his  confent,  and  to  all  the  nobility  and  pripci- 
pall  perfonages  of  the  contry,  that  his  moft  chriftian  ma- 
jeftie  wijl  continue  on  his  part  in  the  moft  ancient  alli- 
ance apd  confederacy,  which  he  hath  had  with  the  faid  fe- 
rene king  his  good  brother,  praying  his  nobility  and  con- 
try,  with  his  principall  fubje<as,  to  perfevere  in  the  famine, 
in  all  good  underilanding  and  friend  (hip  with  him  5  the 
which,  on  his  part,  he  Ihali  do,  obferving  the  famine  moft 
inviolable. 

Further  his  moft  chriftian  majefty  underftanding 
t:hat  the  ferene  king  his  good  brother  was  contented  with 
the  duke  of  Lenox,  and  his  fervife,  the  faid  fignicur  de 
la  Motte  had  charge  to  pray  his  ferene  majefty  that  he 
might  remaine  befide  him  to  his  contentment,  believing 
that  he  lhoi|14  more  willingly  intcrtain  the  points. of  love 
and  confederacie,  betwixt  their  majeftys  and  their  contrys, 
becaufe  he  was  a  good  fubjefl:  to  them  both  j  and  if  he 
might  not  remain,  without  fome  alteration  of  the  tranquil- 
lity of  his  eftate,  that  he  might  retire  him  to  his  own 
houfe  in  the  faid  contry,  in  furenes,  or  if  he  pleafed  to 

return  to  France  that  he  might  furely ^and  if  it  pleaf^s 

his  feren^  majefty,  to  caufe  ceafe  and  ftay  the  impeach- 
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ments/ that  are  made  of  new  upon  the  fronders^  to  the 
efleA  thaf  the  natural  Frenchmen  may  enter  as  freely  into 
the  contry,  as  they  were  wont  to  do  or  before. 

And  tnat  there  may  be  no  purpofe  of  difiamationj  nor 
no  fpeech  but  honourable  of  the  mod  chriftian  king,  in 
that  contry»  but  fuch  like  as  is  fpoken  mod  honourably  of 
the  ferene  king  of  Scotland  in  France. 

He  had  another  head  to  propone»  which  he  concealed 
till  a  little  before  his  departure,  to  wit,  that  the  queen,  the 
king's  mother,  was  content  to  receive  her  fon  in  affocia- 
f  ion  of  the  kingdom. 


No-XLin.     (Vol.  III.  p.  5.) 

Lord  Hunfdon    to  fir  Francis  Walfingham,  the 
14th  of  Auguft  1584,  from  Berwick. 

SIR, 
Ms**Hif  ACCORDING  to  my  former  letters,  touching  my 
toryi^oi.'a.  "^  meeting  with  the  carl  of  Arran  upon  Wedncfday 
?•  374-  laft>  tlicre  came  hither  to  me  from  the  earle,  the  juftice 
clerk,  and  fir  William  Stuart,  captain  of  Dumbarton, 
both  of  the  king*s  privie  council,  to  treat  with  me  about 
the  order  of  our  meeting,  referring  wholly  to  me  to  ap- 
point the  hour,  and  the  imipber  we  ihould  meet  withal ; 
fo  as  we  concluded  the  place  to  be  Foulden,  t^e  hour  to 
be  ten  o'clock,  and  the  number  with  ourfelves  to  be  13  of 
a  fide ;  and  the  reft  of  our  troops  to  Hand. each  of  them 
a  mile  from  the  town }  the  one  on  the  onef  fide,  the  other 
on  the  other  fide,  fo  as  our  troops  were  two  miles  afunder , 
I  was  not  many  horfemen,  but  I  fupplied  it  with  footmen, 
where  I  had  loo  (hot  on  horfe,  but  they  were  very  near 
500  horfe  well  appointed :  According  to  which  appoint- 
ment, we  met  yeiterday,  and  after  fome  congratulations, 
the  erle  fell  in  the  like  proteftations  of  his  good  will  and 
fcadinefs  ^o  ferve  the  queen's  majefty,  before  any  prince 
in  the  world,  next  his  fovereign,  as  ne  had  done  hereto- 
fore by  his  letters,  and  rather  more  5  with  fuch  earned 
vows,  as  unlefs  he  be  worfe  than  a  devil,  her  majeily  may 
difpofe  of  him  at  her  pleafure  ^  this  being  ended,  I  en- 
'Itered  with  him  touching  the  caufe  I  had  to  deal  with  him, 
and  fo  near  as  I  could,  left  nothing  unrehearfed  that  I  had 
to  charge  the  king  or  him  with  any  unkind  dealing  toward 
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her  majefty,  according  to  mv  inftruAions,  which  without 
any  delay  he  anfwex^  prefently,  as  ye  fliall  perceive  by 
the  faid  anfwers  fent  herewith  ;  but  I  replying  unto  him, 
he  amplified  them  with  many  moe  circumilances,  but  to 
this  cffcft.  Then  I  dealt  with  him  touching  the  point 
of  her  majefty's  fatisfa Aion,  for  the  uttering  fuch  pra£lice8 
as  has  b^en  lately  fet  on  foot  for  the  difquieting  of  her 
majefty  anflher  eftate,wbo  thereof  made  fundry  difcourfes, 
what  marriages  have  been  offered  to  his  majeftie  by  fundrie 
princes,  and  by  what  means  the  carle  has  fought  to  divert 
them,  and  for  what  caufes ;  the  one,  for  that  be  marriage 
with  Spain  or  France,  he  muft  alfo  alter  his  religion, 
which  as  he  is  fure  the  king  will  never  doe,  fo  will  he 
never  fufier  him  to  hearken  unto  it,  fo  long  as  he  has 
any  credit  with  him ;  he  denys  not  but  the  king  has  beeit 
dealt  withal  be  pra£^ices  to  deal  againft  her  majefty,  which 
he  has  fo  far  denied  and  refufed  to  enter  into,  as  they 
have  left  dealing  therein,  but  whatfoever  the  king  or  he 
knoweth  therein,  there  fliall  be  nothing  hidden  from  her 
majefty,  as  her  majefty  fliall  know  very  fliordy ;  furely  it 
feems  by  his  fpeeches,  that  if  the  king  would  have  yielded 
thereunto  there  had  been  no  fraall  company  of  French  in 
Scotland  ere  now  to  difquiet  her  majefty. This  be- 
ing ended,  I  dealt  with  him  earneftly  for  the  ftay  of  this 
parliament,  which  now  approacheth ;  or  at  the  leaft  that 
there  may  be  nothing  done  therein,  to  the  prejudice  of 
thefc  noblemen  and  others  now  in  England,  for  the  for- 
faulting  of  their  livings  and  goods ;  hereupon  he  made  a 
teng  difcourfe  to  me,  firft  of  the  earl  of  Angus  dealing 
about  the  earl  of  Morton,  then  of  his  going  out,  notwith- 
ftandingof  fundrie  gracious  offers  the  king  had  made  him, 
then  of  the  road  of  Ruthven,  how  that  prefently  after  they 
had  the  king's  majefty  in  their  hands,  they  imprifoned 
himfelf,  dealt  with  the  king  for  putting  of  the  duke  out 
of' the  realme,  the  king  refufed  fo  to  do,  they  told  him 
plainly  that  if  he  would  not  he  (hould  have  the  earl  of 
Arran's  head  in  a  difli  5  the  king  afked  what  offence  the 
earl  had  made?  and  they  anfwered  it  muft  be  fo,  and 
ihould  be  fo ;  hereupon,  for  the  Safeguard  of  Arran's  life, 
the  king  was  confent  to  fend  away  the  duke,  and  yet  Ar^ 
ran  afterwards  fundrie  times  in  danger  of  his  lifej  I  ailed g- 
ed  unto  him  the  king's  letter  to  the  queen's  majefty,  and 
his  SL&s  in  council,  that  they  had  done  nothing  but  for 
his  {ervife,  and  with  his  good  liking  and  contentment, 
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who  anfwercd  me  he  durft  do  no  otherwise,  nor  could  not 
do  any  thing  but  that  which  pleafed  them,  with  fuch  a 
number  of  other  their  dealings  with  the  kingwhileft  be  was 
in  their  hands  as  are  too  long  to  be  written^  and  too  bad 
if  they  were  true;  I  faid  the  king  might  have  let  the  queen's 
majefty's  ambaiTador  have  known  his  mind  fecretly,  and 
her  majefty  would  have  relieved  him  ;  he  anfwered,  'that 
the  king  was  not  ignorant  that  the  apprehenfions  in  that 
manner,  proceeded  from  Mr.  Bow's  praftice*,  and  thereby 
durft  not  impart  fo  much  to  him,  and  yet  the  king  was 
content,  and  did  give  remiffion  to  as  many  as  would 
acknowledge  their  faults,  and  alk  remiJOTion,  and  fuch  as 
>iCX)u]d  not,  he  thought  fit  to  banifh,  to  try  their  further 
loyalty,  in  which  time  they  confpired  the  king's  fecond 
apprehenfion,  and  the  killing  of  the  earle,  and  others, 
and  feduced  the  minifters  to  their  f  aft  ion,  and  yet  not 
fatisfied  with  thefe  confpiracies  and  treafonable  dealings 
(as  he  terms  Chem),  are  entered  into  a  third,  being  in  Eng- 
land under  her  majefty's  proteftion,  to  diihonour  her  ma- 
jefty as  far  as  in  them  lyeth,  or  at  leaft  to  caufe  the  king 
conceave  fome  unkindnefs  in  her  majefty,  for  harbouring 
of  them  ;  I  wrote  to  yow  what  the  confpiracy  was,  the 
taking  of  the  king,  the  killing  of  the  earle  of  Arran,  and 
fome  others,  the  taking  of  the  caftle  of  Edin*".  and  bring- 
ing home  the  earles,  to  take  the  charge  of  the  king  ;  all 
which  (fays  he)  is  by  Drummond  confeffed,  and  by  the 
provdft  of  Glencudden  not  greatly  denied,  and  the  con- 
ftable  of  the  caftle  thereupon  fled  ;  the  earl  brought  Drum- 
mond with  him  as  far  as  Langton,  where  he  lay,  to  have 
confeffed  the  confpiracy  before  me,but  having  at  his  light- 
ing received  a  blow  on  his  leg  with  a  horfe,  fo  as  he  could 
bring  him  no  further,  I  replied  that  I  thought  verily  they 
would  not  work  any  fuch  praftices  in  refpeft  of  the 
queen's  majefty,  abiding  -^^ithin  her  realme,  and  if  there 
be  any  fuch  praftices,  they  have  proceeded  from  others, 
and  they  not  privie  unto  them  :  and  that  if  it  be  not  ap- 
parently proved  againft  them,  that  it  will  be  thought  to 
jbe  fome  praftice  to  aggravajtc  the  fault,  and  to  make  them 
thfe  more  odious  to  the  king.  He  anfwered  me,  that  it 
ibould  be  proved  fo  fuflSciently,  that  they-fliould  not  be 
able  with  truth  to  deny  it,  for  their  own  hands  is  to  be 
flicwed  to  part  of  it,  and  therefore  concluded,  that  if 
her  majefty  ftiould  fo  prefs  the  king  for  them  at  thia  ttme^ 
that  would  rather  hinder  this  matter  of  the  araitty,  nor 
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furliher  it,  and  that  fincc  they  feck  chicflyhis  Kfe,  he  couM 
not,  in  any  reafon,  feek  to  do  them  any  good  $  and  befides 
he  ^flured  me,  that  if  he  would,  he  dare  not,  this  laft 
matter  being  fallen  out  as  it  is  ;  and  furely  if  this  matter 
Jiad  not  fallen  out,  I  would  not  have  doubted  the  rcftor- 
jng  of  the  earl  of  Mar  very  fhortly,  if  her  majefty  would 
have*  employed  me  therein,  but  for  the  earl  of  Angus,  - 1 
perceive  the  king  is  perfuaded  that  both  he,  and  the  reft 
of  the  Douglafitis,  have  conceived  fo  mortal  an  hatred 
againft  him  and  the  earl  of  Arran,  about  the  death  of  the 
earl  of  Morton,  as  if  they  were  at  home,  to-morrow  next, 
they  would  not  leave  to  pra&ice  and  confpire  the  death  of 
them  both,  and  therefore  a  hard  matter  to  do  any  thing 
for  him  :  finally,  he  concluded  and  required  mc  to  aflure 
her  majefty  from  the  king,  that  there  Ihall  nothing  be  hid 
from  her,  nor  any  thing  left  undone  that  may  fatisfie  her 
majefty  with  reafon,  and  that  the  king  (hall  never  do  any 
thing,  nor  confent  to  have  any  thing  done  in  her  prejudice-, 
fo  long  as  he  had  any  credit  with  him,  or  authority  under 
him.  Having  this  far  proceeded,  he  d'efired  to  fhew  mc 
his  commiffion,  which  is  under  the  great  feal,  to  him- 
felf  only,  which  is  as  large  as  may  be^  and  yet  fundrie  of 
the  prlvie  council  there, with  him,  but  not  one  in  com- 
miffion, nor  prefent,  nor  near  us  all  this  time,  having 
fpent  jilmoft  five  hours  in  thefe  matters ;  he  prefented  to 
me  the  mafter  of  Gray,  who  delivered  to  me  a  letter  froth 
the  king  in  his  coramendationj  whom  I  perceive  the 
king  means  to  fend  to  her  majefty,  and  therefore  requires 
a  fafe-condu£k  for  his  paiTage,  which  I  pray  yow  procure, 
and  to  fend  it  lb  foon  as  you  may.  I  let  him  underftand  of 
the  lord  Seaton's  negociation  with  the  French  king.  He 
fworc  to  me,  that  Seaton  was  but  a  knave,  and  that  it 
was  partly  againft  his  will,  that  he  fhould  be  fent  thither. 
But  his  commifEon  and  inftruftion  being  of  no  great  im- 
portance, he  yielded  the  foouer;  and  if  Seaton  has  gone 
l>eyond  his  inftruftions,  which  Arrau  drew  himfelf,  he 
will  ipake  Seaton  fmart  for  it.  Touching  William  New- 
gate, and  Mark  Golgan,  he  protefted  he  never  heard  of  " 
any  fuch;  he  fays,  there  was  a  little  poor  foul^  with  a  black 
beard,  come  thither  a  begging,  who  (iiid  he  was  an  ene- 
my to  Defmond,  to  which  he  gave  a  croun,  but  never 
hear4  of  him  fince,  and  for  any  Scots  man  going  into 
Irelgod,  he  fays  there  "is  no  fuch  matter ;  if  there  be, 
t^cre  may  he  ibme  few  rafkals  that  he  kupws  ngt  of ;  and 
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touching  the  coming  of  any  Jefuits  into  Scotland,  he  hp 
it  is  but  the  flandcrous  derife  of  the  king's  enemys,  and 
fach  as  would  have  the  world  believe  the  king  were  readf 
to  revolt  m  religion,  who  the  world  fliall  well  fee  will 
continue  as  conftant  therein,  as  what  prince  foever  pro* 
feiled  it  moft  i  and  the  earl  himfetf  dos  proteft  to  me, 
that  to  his  knowledge,  he  never  faw  a  Jefuit  in  his  lifei 
and  did  afliire  me  if  there  was  any  in  Scotland,  they 
(houldnotdo  fo  much  harm  in  Scotland,  as  their  miiiifters 
would  do,  if  they  preach  fuch  doQrine  as  they  did  in 
Scotland ;  and  touching  one  Ballenden,  of  whom  I  wrote 
to  yow,  I  heard  from  Mr.  Colvill,  the  earie  avows  con- 
ftantly  that  he  knows  not,  nor  hath  not  heard  of  any  fuch 
man,  but  he  would  inquire  at  the  juftice  clerk,  and  would 
inform  me  what  he  could  learn  of  that  j  thus  I  have  made 

i^ow  as  ihort  a  difcourfe  as  I  can  of  fo  many  matters,  fo 
<mg  difcourfed  upon,  but  thefe  are  the  principal  points 
of  all  our  talk,  fo  near  as  I  can  remember  it,  and  for  this 
time,  I  commit  yow  to  the  Almighty.  At  Berwick  the 
t4th  of  Auguft,  1 5  84 . 

The  king  is  very  defirous  to  have 
my  fon  Robert  Cary^  to  come  to  him. 
I  pray  yow  know  her  majefty's  plcafurc. 

Arran's  Anfwers  to  the  grieffs  or  articles  proponed 
to  the  lord  Hunfdon,  fet  down  in  another  form. 

A  S-to  the  ftrait  andfevere  perfecution  of  all  fuch,  as 
-^^  have  been  noted  to  have  been  well  afieded  to  the 
queen's  majefty,  it  dannot  appear  they  were  either  for 
that  caufe  puniihed,  or  hardly  dealt  with,  fince  his  ma* 
jefty  of  late  has  been  fo  careful  and  diligent  to  choice  out 
good  inftruments  to  deal  betwixt  her  majefty  and  him, 
as  hir  majefty  has  done  in  ele£ting  of  your  lordfliip  and 
me ;  befides  that  in  all  their  accufationsyltheir  good  will 
and  afledion  bom  to  her  majefty  was,  at  no  time,  laid 
to  their  charge,  but  capital  adiions  of  treafon  many  way 
tried  now  b^  the  whole  three  eftates,  and  more  than  ma« 
nifeft  to  the  world. 

As  for  his  majefty  inhibiting,  by  publick  proclamadof  1, 
fuch  as  were  baniflied,  not  to  repair  in  England)  the 
bruits  and  whifperings  that  came  to  his  majefty's  eartt  of 
their  confpiradcs  and  treafons,  which  lince  ifn  they  ac* 
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compKihedi  fo  far  as  in  them  lay^  moved  his  majeily  to 
inhibit  them  to  repair  to  any  place,  fo  near  his  majefty*s 
realm,  left  they  ihould  have  attempted  thefe  things,  which 
fliortly  they  did  attempt,  being  farther  off,  and  more  dif-. 
tant  I)othby  fea  and  land. 

As  for  reception  of  Jefuits,  and  others,  her  majefty's 
fugitive^,  and  not  delivering  them  according  to  his  pro- 
mife,  as  your  lordfhip  propones,  his  majefty  would  be  mod 
glad,  that  fo  it  might  fall  out  by  your  lordlhip's  traviles, 
diat  no  fugitive  of  either  realme  mould  be  received  of  ei- 
ther, and  when  fo  fhall  be,  it  fliall  not  fail  on  his  majefty^s  . 
part,  albeit  in  very  deed  this  time  bygone  his  majefty  has 
been  conftrained  to  receipt  her  majefty's  mean  rebells  and 
fugitives,  contrar  his  good  naturall,  fince  her  majefty 
hath  receipt,  in  effefl:,  the  whole  and  greateft  rebells 
and  traitors  his  majefty  in  his  own  blood  ever  had  5  as 
for  the  agreement  with  his  majefty's  mother  anent  their 
aflbciation,  his  majefty  has  commanded  me,  inprefence  of 
your  lordfliip's  fervant,  to  aflure  her  majefty  and  your 
lordfliip,  in  his  majefty's  name,  that  it  is  altogether  falfe» 
and  an  untruth,  nor  any  fuch  like  matter  done  yet. 

His  majefty  has  alfo  commanded  me  to  aflure  your 
lordfhip,  that  it  is  alfo  falfe  and  untme,  that  his  majefty 
has,  by  any  means  dire£t  or  indire£^,  fent  any  meflage  to 
ihe  pope,  or  received  any  from  him  ;  or  that  his  majefty 
has  dealt  with  Spain  or  any  foreigners,  to  harm  her  ma- 
jefty br  her  realm,  which  his  majefty  could  have  no  ho- 
nour to  do,  this  good  intelligence  taking  place,  as  1  hope 
in  God  itfhalK 

As  concerning  the  contemptuous  ufage  of  her  majefty's 
miniftera,  fent  unto  his  majefty,  his  majefty  ufed  none 
of  them  fo  ;  and  if  his  majefty  had,  fufficient  caufe  was 
given  by  them,  as  fome  of  their  own  writs  do  yet  teftify  ; 
as  I  more  particularly  (liowed  your  lordftiip  at  Foulden  at 
our  late  meeting. 

No.  XLIV.    (VoUm.  p.9.) 

The  Scottiih  queen's  offers  upon  the  efFeft  of  her 
liberty  propounded  by  her  fecretary  Naw,  No- 
vember 1584. 

»^pHE  queen  my  miftrefs  being  once  viftll  afTured  of  your  Cott.  Lib. 
•*■    majefty's  amity,  5*l!jlj?    * 

Vol.  in.  Dd  uWu.!.    ^^ 
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f .  Will  declare  openly  that  flic  will  (as  it  la  jGnccrelf 
her  meaning)  ftraitly  ta  join  unto  your  majefty,  and  to  the 
fame  to  yield  and  bear  tlic  chief  honour  and  refpe^,  before 
all  other  kings  and  princes  in  Chriftendonu 

2.  She  will  fwear,  and  proteft,  folemnly,  a  finccrefor-' 
getfulnefs  of  all  wrongs  which  (he  may  pretend  to  have 
been  done  unto  her  in  this  realm,  and  11^  will  never,  in 
any  fort  or  manner  whatfoever,  fliew  offence  for  the  fame- 

3.  She  Will  avow  and  acknowledge,  as  well  in  her  own 
particular  name,  as  alfo  for  her  heirs  and  others  dcfcend* 
ing  of  her  for  ever,  your  majefty,  for  juft,  true,  and  lawful 
queen  of  England. 

4.  AND-confequently,  will  renounce,  as  well  forherfelf 
as  for  her  faid  heirs,  all  rights  and  pretences  which  flie 
may  claim  to  the  crown  of  England,  during  your  majefty*s 
life,  and  other' prejudice. 

5.  She  will  revoke  all  zSts  and  fliews, by  herheretofore 
made,  of  pretence  to  this  (aid  crown  to  the  prejudice  of 
your  majefty,  as  may  be  the  taking  of  the  arms-and  ftile  of 
queen  of  England,  by  the  commandment  of  kiQg  Fmncis 
her  late  lord  and  huiband; 

6.  She  will  renounce  the  pope's  bull  for  ft>  much  a» 
may  be  expounded  to  turn  in  her  favour,  or  for  her  be- 
hoof, touching  the  deprivation  of  your  majefty,  and  will 
declare  that  ihe  will  never  help  and  ferve  herfelf  with 
it. 

7.  Snfi  will  not  profecutc,  during  your  roajefty*s  life, 
by  open  force  or  otherways,  any  publick  declaration  of  her 
right  in  the  fucceffion  of  this  realm,  fo  as  fecret  affurance 
be  given  unto  her,  or  at  the  leaft  public  promife,  that  n(h 
deciding  thereof  fhall  be  made  in  the  prejudice  of  her,  08 

_  of  the  king  her  fon,  during  your  majefty's  life,  nor  afte» 

your  deceafc,  until  fuch  time  as  they  have  beenhcarA 
thereupon,  in  publick,  free,  and  general  afiembly  o(  the 
parliament  of  the  faid  realm. 

8.  She  will  not  pra£life,  direSly  or  indireftly,  with  any 
of  your  majefty'^  fubje£ls,  neitlier  within  nor  out  of  your 
realm,  any  thing  tending  to  war,  civil  or  foreign,  ?gainft 
your  majefty  and  your  cftate,  be  it  under  pretext  of  refi- 
gion,  or  for  civil  and  politick  government. 

9.  She  will  not  maintain  or  fupport  any  of  your  fub* 
jei^s  declared  rebels^,  ^d  convicJled  of  treafon  againft 
you. 

V^.  S4J&. 
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to.  She  will  eril^r  Into  the   aflbciatioti,   which   wa^  ' 

Ihewed  her  at  Wingfield  for  the  fiirety  of  your  majeftyr^  1 

lifej  fd  as  thete  be  mended  or  tight*  explicated-  feme 
claufes  which  Fi«»*!l  (hie^  to  jont  majcfty,  when  I*  iBiali 
hare  the  copy  thereof,  as  I  have  before  time  requifed. 

11.  She  will  4iot  treat  with  foreign  kings  and  ptintes> 
for  any  war  of  ttouWe  againft  this  ftate,  and  will  denounce, 
from  this  ti1?ne,  all  etiterprifes  made  vt  to  be  ftiade  in  her 
favour  for  thatrefped.  .  ^ 

12.  Furthermore,  this  realih  being  affailed*  by  any 
tivil  or  foreign  wat*,  (ha  will  take  part  with  yoiif  majefty, 
and  will  affift  yOu  in  your  defence  with  all  her  fdrces  knd 

hieans^  depending  of  Herfeif  and  with  all  her  friends  of  i 

Chriftendom.  '  . '  '  '  j 

13.  And  to  that  efftfd,  for  the  ihutual  defet'ice  an4  ! 
maintenance  o(  your  majefty,  and*  die  two  realms  of  this  1 
ifie,  flic  will  enter  with  your  maj^fty  iii  a  league  dl»fen& 

five  as  (hall  be  hioi^  particularly  atlvifed,  and  will  pef-a 
fwade  as  itiuch  as  in  het,  the  king  her  fon  to  do  the  lik«. 
The  leagties  •  with' all  parts  abroad  t^maJning  firm,  and 
efpecially  the  antient  league  bet^en  France  and  Scotland,         ' 
in  that  which  (hall  not  be  againft  this  prcfent.' 

14.  She  w4U  enter  into  a  league  offenfivc,  having  good 
aiTurance  or  fccrct  declaration  and  acknowledgknent  of 
her  right  in  the  fucceffion  of  this  cro\i^n,  and  promife 
that  happening  any  breach  betwixt  France  and  this  realm^ 
(which  (he  prayeth  God  never  to  happen)  the  juft  value 
of  her  dowry  (hall  be  placed  for  her  in  lands  df  the  revenue 
of  the  crown*     ' 

1 5.  For  aiTurdiice  of  her  promifes  and  covenants,  flie  ^ 
doth  oflFer  to  abide  herfeif  in  this  realitt  for  a  certain  time 
(better  hoftage  can-  fhe  not  give  than  her  own  perfbn) 
which,  fo  as  (he  be  kept  in  the  liberty^  here  before  priv 
pounded,  is  not  in  caft  to  efcapt  fecretly  omt  of  this  coun*- 
try,  in  the  fickly  ftate  fee  is  in,  and  with  the  good  order 
which  your  majefty  can  take  therein* 

16.  And  in  cafd*  your  majefty  doagtee  t^  herfdll  and 
whole  defiveranceV  to  retire  herfeif  at  her  will  outof  thid 
realm,  the  faid  queen  of  Scots  ihe  will  give  fufliipi^t  hos- 
tage for  fuch  time  ds  wiM  be  advifed. 

1 7.  If  (he  abide  in  this  realm,  (he  will  promif€  not  to 
depart  out  df  it  without  your  licence,  fo  as  it  be  pro-  ^ 
mifed  unto  h^r  that  her  ftate,  in  fuch  liberty  as  (hall  be 
accorded  unffo  Iier,  (Iiall  not  be  in  any  fort  alterisd,  untill 

D  d  2  after 
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after  tryall  to  have  attempted  agamft  your  life,  or  olher 
trouble  of  your  eftate. 

.  1 8.  If  ihe  go  into  Scotland^  ihe  Sirtll  |Mromife  to  alter 
nothing  there  in  the  religion  which  is  new  ufed  there,  ihe 
being  fuffered  to  have  free  exercife  of  hers,  for  her  and 
her  houihold,  as  it  was  at  her  returiR  out  of  France ;  and 
furtlier,  to  pull  out  every  root  of  new  divifion  between  the 
•fubje^s,  that  none  of  the  fubje^is  of  Scotland  ihall  be 
fifted  for  his  confcience,  nor  conftrained  to  go  |o  the  kr^ 
'Vice  of  the  contrary,  feligion* 

19.  She  will  grant  a  general,  abolition  of  all  offences 
done  againft  her  in  Sjcotland,  and  things  ihall  remain  there 
^  thny  are  at  this  prefent,  for  that  refped,  faving  that 
which  hath  been  done  againft  her  honour,  which  ihe 
meaneth  to  h^ve  r^ypk^d  and  annulled. 

.  2o«  She  will  trav^.  to  fettle  a  fure  and  general  recon- 
ciljafcion  between  the.  nubility  of  the  country,  and  tocaufc 
to  be  appointed  about  the  king  her  fon,  aiul  in  his  coun- 
cil, fucb  as  ihall  b^  fit  for  the- entertainment  of  the  peace 
and  quiet  of  the  country,  and  the  amity  of  the  realm. 
^  2X.  She  will  do  her  bed  to  content  your  majefty,  in 
favour  of  the  Scots  lords  baniibed  and  refuged  hitheri 
jupon  their  due  fubmiilion  to  their  princes,  and  your  ma- 
jefty's  promife  to  afTift  the  faid  queen  and  king  01  Scotland 
againft.  them>  if  tliey  happen  to  fall  intp  their  fonner 
faults. 

2a.  She  will  proceed  to  the  marriage  of  the  king  her 
fon,  with  tlic  advice  and  good  council  of  your  majefty. 

23.  As  ihe  will  pafs  nothing  without  the  king  her  fon, 
fo  doth  ihe  deiire  that  he  intervene  conjointly  with  her  in 
this  treaty,  for  the  greater  and  perfe£ier  aiTurance  there- 
of;  for  otherwife  any  thing  can  baldly  be  eilabliihed  to 
be  found  and  contmue. 

.  ^4.  The  faid  Scotch  queen  trufteth,  that  the  French 
king,  her  good  brother,  according  to  the  good  affeftion 
which  he  nath  always  (hewed  her,  and  hath  been  afrefb 
teftified  unto  me  by  MonP.  de  Manniflkre  for  this  faid 
treaty,  will  very  willingly  intervene,  and  will  aiTift  her  for 
the  furety  of  her  promifcs. 

25.  And  fo  will  the  princes  of  the  houfe  of  Lonain, 
following  the  will  of  the  faid  king,  wiU  bind  themielves 
thereunto. 

26.  For  other  kings  and  jmnces  of  Chriilcndoin,  (k^ 
will  afiiiy  to  obtain  the  like  of  tbenii  if  for  greater  for 
*     .  Icmnitf 

Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


A  P-P  E  N  D  I  K,   N^XLIV.  40^ 

lemaity  and  apprpbatlon  of  the  treaty  it  be  £3und  to  be 
uecefiary.  . 

aj.  She  doth  defire  a  fpeedy  anfwer,  and  final  conclu* 
fion  of  the  premifes,  to  the  end  to  meet  in  time  with  all  in* 
conveniencies. 

28.  And  in  the  mean  time,  the  more  to  ftrengthen  the 
faid  treatiTj  as  made  by  her  of  a  pure  and  frank  will,  fhe 
deiireth  that  demonftratipn  be  made  of  jTopie  releafcment 
of  her  captivity. 

Objedioiis  againft  the  Scottifli  Queen,  under  fccre* ' 
tary  Walfinghame*8  hand,  November  1584. 

nnHE  queen  of  Scots  is  ambitious,  and  ftandeth  ill  af- 
•*•  fefled  to  her  majefty,  and  therefore  it  cannot  be  but 
that  her  liberty  (hould  bring  peril  unto  her  majeity. 

That  her  enlargement  will  give  comfort  to  papifts,  and  ' 
other  ill*aiFe£ted  fufojeds,  ai>d  greatly  advance  thi?  opinion 
had  of  her  title  as  fucccflbr. 

That  as  long  as  Ihe  ihall  be  continued  in  her  ma- 
jefty's  pofleffion,  flie  may  fervc  as  it  were  a  gage  of  her 
majefty's  furety,  for  that  her  friends,  for  fear  of  the  dan-.- 
ger  flie  may  be  thrown  into,  in  cafe  any  tfiing  fhould  be 
done  in  her  favour,  dare  not  s|ittempt  any  thing  in  offi^nce 
©fhermajefty. 

November    C^^^^  courfe  were  fit   to  bp  tak?a 
I  8  i       ^^^^  ^^^  Queeji  of  3cots,  eithei: 

^  ^*       ^       to  be  enlarged  or  not. 

rpHE  courfe  to  be  taken  with  the  faid  f  pe^n  may  be  Cott.  14b, 
^  confidercd  of  in  three  degrees ;  either,  ^^'  *• 

1.  To  continue  her  under  cuftody  in  that  ftate  ihi: 
sow  is. 

2.  To  reftcain  her  of  Uie  pre&nt  liberty  (he  now  hath. 

3.  Or  to  fet  her  at  liberty  upoh  caution. 

J.  Touching  the  firil,  to  continue  her  under  cuilody 
in  that  ftate  (he  now  is  ;  it  is  to  be  confidercd,  that  the 
princes  that  favour  that  queei?,  upon  the  complaint  (he 
maketh  of  hard  ufage,  are  greatly  moyed  with  commifefsb- 
tion  towards  her,  and  promife  to  do  their  endeavour  f0t 
her  Hberty,  fpr  whi^h  purpofe  her  minifters  folicit  them 
daily,      ' 
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And  to  more  them  tlie  more  to  pity  her  cafe,  (he  ac» 
quainted  them  with  her  olFcrs  made  to  her  majefty,  which 
appeared  to  be  no  lefs  profitable  than  reafonable  for  her 
majefty,  fo  as  the  refiifal  and  rejcfting  giveth  her  friends 
and  favourers  caufe  to  think  her  hardly  dealt  withal,  and 
therefore  may,  with  the  better  ground  and  fe^fon,  attempt 
fomewhat  for  the  fitting  of  her  at  liberty. 

It  is  alfo  likely  that  the  faid  queen,  upon  this  refufal, 
finding  her  cafe  defperate,  will  continue  her  praftjce  un- 
der hand,  both  at  home  and  abroad,  not  only  for  her  de- 
Ibrery,  but  to  attain  to  the  priefent  poflTcffion  of  this  crown 
upon  her  pFctended  title,  as  (he  ])ath  hitherto  done,  a$ 
appeareth,  and  is  mod  manifeft  by  letters  and  plots  inter- 
cepted, and  chiefly  by  that  late  alteration  of  Scotland| 
which  bath  proceeded  altogether  by  I*er  dire£lion,  where- 
by a  gap  is  laid  open  for  the  malice  of  all  her  majefty's 
enemies,  fo  as  it  appeareth  that  this  manner  of  keeping 
her,  with  fuch  number  of  perfons  as  ilie  noMjr  hath,  and 
with  liberty  to  write  and  receive  letters  (being  duly  confi- 
4ered),is  offenfive  to  the  princes,  the  faid  queen's  friends  j 
rather  chargeable,  than  profitable  to  her  majefty  \  and  fub- 
jeA  to  all  fuch  praftices  as  may  peril  her  majeily's  perfoij 
or  ftatc,  without  any  provifion  for  her  majefty's  fafety^ 
and  therefore  no  way  to  be  lilted  of, 

a.  Touching  the  fecond,  to  reftrain  her  in  a  more* 
ftraighter  degree  of  the  liberty  flie  hath  hitherto  enjoyed. 

It  may  at  firft  fight  be  thought  a  remedy  very  apt  to 
ftop  the  courfe  of  the  dangerous  praftices  foftered  hereto- 
fore by  her :  For,  true  it  is,  that  tliis  remedy  might  prove 
very  profitable,  if  the  realm  of  Scotland  ftood  in  that  fort 
fdevoted  to  her  majefty,  as  few  years  paft  it  did  j  and  if  the 
king  of  that  rtalm  were  not  likely,  as  well  as  for  the  re- 
leafe  of  his  mother,  as  for  the  advancement  of  both  their 
preteadcd  titles,  to  attempt  fomewhat  againft  this  realm 
and  her  majefty,  wherein  he  fliould  neither  lack  foreign 
affiftance,  nor  a  party  here  within  this  realm :  But  the 
Jting  and  that  realm  ttanding  affefled  as  they  do,  this  re? 
ftraint,  inftead  of  remedying,  is  likely  te  breed  tfaefe  in- 
conveniencies  following : 

Firs  r.  It  will  increafc  the  offence  both  in  him,  and  in 
the  reft  of  the  princes  hcrfriei^ds,  that  fiiifliked  of  her  re- 
(traiat.^ 
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SEcoNnLY,  It  will  give  them  juft  caufe  to  take  fom^ 
^'ay  of  redrcis. 

Lastly,  It  is  to  be  doubted,  that  it  may  provoke  fome 
defperate  ill-difpofed  perfon,  all  hope  of  her  liberty  re- 
nioved,  to  attempt  fomewhat  againft  her  majefly^s  own 
perfon  (a  matter  above  all  others  to  be  weighed),  which 
inconveniency  being  duly  confidered,  it  will  appear  mani- 
feftly,  that  the  reflraint,  in  a  ftraighter  degree,  is  likely  to 
prove  a  remedy  fubjeft  to  very  hard  events. 

The  latter  degree,  whether  it  wc^'e  fit  to  fet  the  faid 
queen  at  liberty,  mini ftreth  fome  caufe  of  doubt,  touching 
the  manner  of  the  liberty,  in  what  fort  the  fame  is  to  be 
performed,  whether  to  be  continued  here  within  the 
Tealm,  or  to  be  reftored-into  her  own  country. 

But  firftj^this  propofition,  before  the  paTticularitics  be 
weighed,  is  to  be  confidered  in  generality. 

For  it  is  very  hard  for  a  well-affecled  fubjeft,  that  ten- 
deipth  her  majefty's  furety,  and  weigKeth  either  the  nature 
of  the  Scottifli  queen,  being  inclined  to  ambition  mi 
revenge,  or  her  former 'aflions,  what  praftices  flie  hath 
fet  on  foot  moft  dangerous  for  her  majefty  and  this  realm, 
to  allow  of  her  liberty,  being  not  made  acquainted  with ' 
fuch  caufes,  as  time  hath  wrought,  to  make  it  lefs  peril- 
ous than  it  hath  been,  nor  with  fuch  cautions  as  may,  in 
fome  fort,  be  devifed  to  prevent  both  her  ambition  and 
malice  ;  and  therefore,  to  make  this  apparent. 

It  is  to  be  confidered,  that  the  danger  that  was  in  the 
mother,  is  now  grown  to  be  in  the  fon.  He  pretendeth 
the  fame  title  Ihe  doth :  Such  as  do  afFe£l:  her,  both  at 
home  and  abroad,  do  afFefb  him  (and  he  is  the  more 
dangerous  for  that  he  is  unmarried,  which  may  greatly 
advance  his  fortune  ;  and  that  he  is  a  man,  whereby  he 
may  enter  into  aQion  in  his  ow;n  perfon)'  •,  where  fhe  is  re- 
ftrained,  he  is  at  liberty  j  his  own  realm  is  now  altogether 
at  hisdevotion,  and  the  party  aiFefted  to  this  crown  abafed^ 
fo  as  the  matter  duly  confidered,  neither  her  liberty  nor 
reftraint  doth  greatly  alter  the  cafe  for  perils  towards  her 
majefty,  unlefs  by  fuch  promifes  as  may  be  made  by  way 
of  treaty  with  her,  the  danger  likely  to  grow  from  the 
king  her  fon  to  be  provided  for. 

But  in  this  behalf  it  may  be  objedled,  that  fo  long  as 
the  mother  remains  in  her  majefty's  hands,  thejting  will 
attempt  nothing  for  fear  of  his  mother's  peril. 
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To  this  objeAton  it  may  be  anfwered,  iirft,  That  they 
hope  that  her  majefty,  being  a  prince  of  juftice^  and  in- 
clined to  mercy,  will  not  punifh  the  mother  for  the  fon's 
offence,  unlefs  he  (hall  be  found,  by  good  proof,  culpable. 
(Secondarily,  That  men  will  not  bie  over  hafty,  confldcr- 
ing  in  what  predicament  the  king  ftandeth  touching  his 
expe£lation  of  this  crown,  to  advife  any  thing  that  in 
time  future  may  be  dangerous  to  the  giver  of  fuch  council 
as  may  reach  to  his  mother's  peril. 

And  laftly,  the  taking  away  of  his  mother,  he  being 
ftrong  in  the  field  through  both  foreign  affiftance,  and  a 
party  here  within  the  realm,  will  appear  fo  weak  a  remedy 
(which  may  rather  ezafperate  both  him  and  her  party,  to 

f»roceed  with  more  courage  and  heat  to  revenge,  if  any 
uch  hard  meafure  fhould  be  offered  unto  her),  as  they 
will  fuppofe,  for  the  reafon  aboVe  fpecified,  that  no  fuch 
cxtreniity  will  be  ufed. 

It  may  alfo  be  objeded,  that  the  fetting  of  her  at  li- 
berty will  greatly  encourage  the  papifts  both  at  home  and 
abroad ;  but  herein,  if  the  provifion  be  duly  confidered, 
that  may  be  made  by  parliament  both  here  and  there,  they 
Jhall  rather  find  caufe  of  difcomfort  than  otherwife. 
,  These  two  doubts  being  refolved,  and  the  perils  that 

'  was  in  the  mother  appearing  moft  manifeftly  to  be  feen 
in  the  fon  accompanied  with  more  danger,  with  due  con- 
Cderation  had  alfo  of  fuch  remedies  as  may  be  provided  for 
the  preventing  of  the  dangers,  that  her  liberty  may  mi- 
nifter  juft  caufe  to  doubt  of  5  there  will  be  good  caufe  of 
hope  found,  that  the  fai^ae  will  rather  breed  benefit  than 
perils. 

Now  it  refteth,  in  what  fort  the  faid  liberty  fliall  be 
performed  ;  if  it  fhall  be  thought  meet  flie  fhall  be  con- 
-  tinued  within  the  realm  with  fome  limitation,  efpecially 
in  that  place  where  (he  now  refideth,  the  country  round 
about  being  fo  infefted  in  religion  as  it  is,  it  is  greatly  to 
be  doubted  that  will  very  much  increafe  the  corruption, 
and  falling  away  in  that  behalf.  Befides,  (he  fhould  have 
commodity,  with  much  more  eafe  and  fpeed,  to  entertain 
prafiices  within  this  realm,  than  by  being  in  her  own 
country* 

If  aoroad  freely  without  limitation  either  in  Scotland 
or  France,  then  uiall  her  majefty  lofe  the  gages  of  her 
(afety>  tbeii  iball  fiie  be  at  h^nd  to  give  ^dvic^in  further- 
ance 
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afice  of  fuch  praflicesj^s  have  been  laid  for  to  flsr  tranUe 
in  this  realm,  wherein  ihe  hath  been  a  principal  party. 

For  the  firft,  it  is  anfwered  before,  that  the  refpe£l  of 
any  perils  that  may  biefal  unto  her,  will  in  no  fort  reftraiii 
her  (on.  For  tlie  other,  if  it  be  confidered  what  harm 
her  advice  will  work  unto  herfelf,  in  refpe^i  of  the  yio^ 
lation  of  the  treaty,  and  the  provifion  that  may  be  made 
in  parliament  here,  it  is  to  be  thought,  that  0ie  will  then 
be  well  advifed,  before  (he  attempt  any  fuch  matter,  which 
now  (he  may  do  without  perill.  Befides  fuch  princes,  as 
have  interpofed  their  faith  and  promife  for  her,  cannot 
with  honour  aflift  her,  wherein  the  French  king  will  no( 
be  found  very  forward,  who,  in  mpft  friendly  fort,  hath 
lately  rejed^ed  all  fuch  requeds,  propounded  either  by 
her,  or  her  fon's  minifters,  that  might  any  way  oSend 
\t,er  majefty.  And  fo  to  conclude,  feeing  the  caufe  of  her 
grief  (hall  be  taken  away ;  the  French  king  grati&edt 
who  is  a  mediator  for  her,  and  will  miflike,  that,  by  any 
Spaniih  pra£tice,  (he  (hould  be  drawn  to  violate  her  faith^ 
that  the  reft  of  the  princes  ihall  have  no  juft  caufe  of  of- 
fence, but  rather  to  think  honourably  of  her  majefty  con- 
fidering  the  Scottiih  queen's  carriage  towards  her,  which 
hath  deferved  no  way  any  fuch  favour  •,  the  noblemen  of 
Scotland  (hall  be  reflored,  who  will  b^  a  good  ftay  of 
fuch  counfells  as  may  tend  to  the  troubling  of  this  realm» 
pfpecially  having  fo  good  a  ground  of  warrant  as  the  para- 
Itament  to  ftand  unto  ^  the  charges  and  perills  which  he^ 
pra£lices  might  have  bred  to  this  realm  (hall  be  avoided  | 
gnd  laftly,  the  hope  of  the  papifts  (ball  be  (aken  away,  by 
fuch  gopd  proviflons,  as  ix\  both  the  realms  may  be  made^  / 

wliepeby  the  perills  that  might  fall  into  her  majefty'^  qwn 
perfon,  (a  matter  qf  all  Qthers  to  be  weighed)  (hall  be 
avoided,  when  by  the  change  tliat  may  grow  by  any  fuck 
wicked  and  ungodly  pra£^ice,  they  Qiall  fee  theij  cafe  |H> 
w^Y  rclieyejl  inpQJnt  pf  religion.  , 


Realbos  tp  in4uGe  her  Majefliy  to  pr(H:ee4  in  the 
treaty  under  Secretary  Walfingham's  hand, 

rpHAT  fuch  plots  as  have  of  late  years  been  devlfed  Cot,  LiK' 
4-    (tending  to  the  raifing  of  trouble  within  this  realnx]  * 

have  grown  from  the  Scots  queen's  minifters,  and  favoure|!% 
not  withQU^  he^  <|UQW^nce  and  (celling  :  Or^^ 
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That  the  means  ufcd  by  the  faid  miniftcrs,  to  induce 
princes  to  give  ear  to  the  faid  plots,  is  principally  ground- 
icd  upon  fome  commiferation  had  of  their  reftraint. 

•  That  the  ftay,  why  the  (aid  plots  have  not  been  put 
in  execution,  hath  proceeded,  for  that  the  faid  princes 
Jiayc,  for  the  moft  part,  been  entertained  with  home  and 
.domeilick  troubles. 

That  it  rs  greatly  to  be  doubted,  that  now  their  realms 
■tegin  to  be  quiet,  that  fomewhat  will  be  attempted  in  her 
iavours  by  the  faid  princes. 

That  it  is  alfo  to  be  doubted,  that  fomewhat  may  be 
attempted  by  fome  of  her  famtors  in  an  extraordinary  fort, 
to  the  pcrill  of  her  ftiajcfty. 

That  for  Ae  prefervation  thereof,  it  fhall  be  conve- 
nient for  her  majefty  to  proceed  to  the  fipifhing  of  the 
treaty,  not  long  fkhcnce  begun  between  hear  aud  the  faid 
queen. 

NO.XLV.    (VoLIlLp.ijo.) 
Letter  of  Q^  Mary  to  ^  EHzaJ>eth* 

•  Madame  ma  bonne  Seur, 

Cott  Lib 

Coi/b.  *     A /pAffeurant  que  vous  avez  e«  commanieation  d'unc 

VIII.  Fol.    '-^-^  lettre  de  Gray  que  voftre  homme  Semer  me  livra 

w-  .  .      hicr  foubz  le  nom  de  mon  filz  y  recongnoiflknt  quafi  de 

ong^na .  ^^^^  ^  ^^  ^^^  mefmes  raifons  que  le  dit  Gray  m^cfcrivit 

en  chifreeftant  dcrnierement  presdeyous  defmontraiit  la 

vfuffifance  &  bonne  intention  du  perfonage  je  irous  prieray 

feulement  fuivant  ce  que  fi  devant  je  voiis  ay  tant  inftaiiT 

temcnt  importune  que  vous  me  permettiez  defclaircir  li- 

brcment  &  ouvettement  ce  point  de  raflbciation  d'entre 

moy  &  mon  filz  &  me  dcffier  les  mains  pour  proceder  aTiec 

lui  comme  je  jugeray  efkre  reqms  pour  &n  bien  &  k 

mien.  Et  j'entreprendz  quoy  que  Ton  vous  die  &  puifle 

en  rapportcr  de  faire  mentir  ce  petit  brouillon  qui  perfuade 

par  aucuns  de  vos  miniftres  a  entrepris  cette  feparation 

entre  moy  &  mon  enfant,  &  pour  y  commenccr  je  vous 

fupplie  m*o£iroyer  qui  je  puifie  parler  a  ce  juftice  clerk 

^   qui  vous  a  eftc  nouvellemcnt  envoye  pour  mander  par  luy 

a  mon  filz  mon  intention  fureela,  ce  qui  je  me  prcmus  que 

ne  ma  refufcrez,  quant  ce  ne  feroit  que  pour  demontrer 

en  cfie£);  1^  jbonne  intentioii  que  vous  m'ave?^  afieuree 

avoir 
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iwoir  a  Paccord  &  eirtretien  de  naturel  devoir  entre  la  mere 
&  Tenfant  qui  dit  en  bonnes  termcs  cftre  empefcbe  pour 
vous  me  tenant  captive  en  un  defert  ce  que  vous  ne  pourrez 
mieux  defmentir  Sc  faire  parottre  Toftre  ben  defir  a  notre 
union  que  me  donnant  led  moyens  d'y  proceder,  &  non 
nj^cn  retenir  &  empefcher  comme  aucune  de  vos  minir- 
tres  pretendent  a  fin  de  laifler  toujours  iicu  a  leur  mauvais 
&  finiftres  pradiques  entre  nous.  La  lettre  porte  que  Taf- 
fociation  n*eft  pas  pailee,  aufli  ne  luy  ai  je  jamais  dit,  bien- 
qiue  mon  filz  avoit  accept^ ;  &  que  noAs  en  avions  convenu 
enfemble,  comme  Fade  figne  de  fa  main,  &  ces  lettres 
tant  a  moy,  que  en  France  en  font  foy,  ayant  donne  ce 
meme  temoignage  de  fa  bouche  propre  a  plufieurs  ambaifa-' 
deurs  &  perfonnes  de  credit,  s'excufant  de  ne  I'ofer  fairc 
publier  par  craint  de  vous  feulement,  demandant  forces 
pour  vous  r^fiftcr  d'avant  de  ce  declarer  fi  ouvertement 
pftaijt  journellement  perfuade  au  contraire  par  vos  minif- 
tres  qui  luy  prometoyent  avecque  une  cntreire  a  Torek 
le  faire  declarer  votre  heretier.  Au  furplus  Madame  quand 
rnqn  enfant  feroit  fi  malheureux  que  de  s'opiniaftrer  en 
cette  extreme  impiete  &  ingratitude  vers  moy,  je  ne  puis 
penfer  que  vous  non  plus  qu'aucun  aultre  prince  de  la 
Chretiente  le  vouliffiez  «u  cela  .applaudir  ou  meintenir 
pour  luy  fayre  acquerir  ma  maledi£i:ion  ains  que  plutos 
ifttrovtendrez  pour  luy  faire  recongnoitre  la  raifon  trop 
jufte  &  evidant  devant  Dieu  &  les  hommes.  Helas  &  en- 
cores ne  luy  vouloir  j'en  ofter,  mays  donner  avec  droit 
pe^qu'il  tient  par  ufurpation.  Je  me  fuis  du  tout  commife  a 
vous,  &  fidelement  faites  fi  il  vouapleft  que  je  ne  en  foye 
pis  qu'aupravant,  &  que  le  faulfete  des  uns  ne  prevale  dcf-* 
yant  la  verite  vers  vous,  pour  bien  recevant  mal,  &  U 
plus  grande  affliftion  que  me  fcaurroit  arrivera  fcavoir  la 
perte  de  mon  fils.  Je  vous  fupplie  de  me  mander  en  cas 
qu'il  perfifte  en  cette  m'efconnoiffance  de  fon  devoir,  que 
de  luy  ou  de  moy  il  vdus  plaift  advouer  pour  legittime  roy 
ou  roync  d'Ecoffc,  &  fi  vous  avcs  agreabk  de  pourfuivre  ' 

avec  moy  a  part  la  traite  commence  entre  nous  de  quoy  je 
vous  requiers  fans  plus^  attendre  de  refponfe  de  ce  mal 
gouveme  enfant  vous  en  requerrant  avec  autant  d'aiFcc- 
tion  que  je  fens  mon  co^ur  oppreile  d'ennuy.  Pour  Dieu 
fouvenez  vous  de  la  promefle  que  m'avez  faites  de  me 
prendre  en  votre  prote6tion  me  raportant  de  tout  a  vous, 
&  fur  ce  prian.  Dieu  qu'il  vousviueiile  preferver  de  touts 
yo8  eimemys  &  diflimujf  ^  amyS|  comme  je  le  defire  de  me 

4  confoler 
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confolcr  &  dc  me  vengcr  dc  ceulz  qui  pourchaflent  un  tel 
malheur  entrc  la  mere  &  Tcnfatit.  Jc  ccffcray  de  vous 
troubler^  mais  non  a  m'ennuier  que  je  nc  rccoive  quelque 
confolatton  de  vous  &  de  Dieu  encore  un  coup  je  le  fup* 
plie  dc  vpus  garder  de  tout  pcriL    Futhbeiy'xii  Mars, 

Votre  fidelement  vouee  foeur 

&  obeifTant  coufine, 

MARIE  ^ 


A  la  reync  d'Anglettcrre 
fnadamc  ma  bonne  foeur  & 
coufxnc. 


No-XLVL    (Vol.  ra.  p.  20.) 
A  Teftament  by  C^  Mary. 

Cott  Lib«        N.  B.  The  following  paper  was  tranfcribed  by  the  rev*. 

lTj?  ^^'  Crawford  late  rcgius  profeffor  of  church  hiftory 

p.^j5,  in  the  imiverfity  of  Edinburgh.    Part  of  tliis  paper, 

according  to  him,  is  written  by  Naue,  Mary's  fecre* 

tary,  the  reft  with  the  queen's  own  hand.     What  is 

marked  <<  Is  in  the  queen's  hand* 

/^Onfiderant  par  ma  condition  prefentc  I'eftat  de  vie 
^  humaine,  fi  incertain,  que  perfonne  ne  s'en  peuft* 
ou  doibt  afleurer,  finnon  foubs  la  grande  et  infinie  mi* 
fericorde  de  Dieu.  Et  me  voulant  prevaloir  d'icelle  contre 
tous  les  dangers  et  accidens,  qui  me  pourroient  inopine^ 
ment  furvenirencette  captivite,  mefmes  a  caufe  des  grandes 
^  et  longues  maladies,  ou  j'ay  ete  detenue  jufques  a  prefent; 

j'ay  advifSe  tandis  que  j'ay  la  commodite,  ou  ralfon  en  ju- 
gement,  de  pourvbhr  apres  ma  mort  la  falut  de  mon  ame, 
enterrement  de  mon  corps  et  difpofition  de  mon  bien, 
cftat,  Ic  affaires,  par  ce  prefent  mon  teftament  et  ordon- 
nance  de  mon  dernier  volonte,  qui  s'enfuyt, 

Au  nom  du  Pcre,*  du  Filz,  et  du  berioite  S*  Efprit, 
Premiercment,  me  recongnoiflant  indigne  pechercflc  avec 
|)lus  d'oSences  envers  mon  DieU|  que  de  fatisfaflion  par 
toutes  les  adverfites-  que  j'ay  foufFert ;  dont  je  la  lou  fa 
^nte.  Et  m'appuyant  fur  la  croix  de  mon  Sauveur  er  Re^ 
^mpteur  Jefus  Cnrift.    Je  ^ecommcndc  rnpn  apic  a  la  be* 

(loiilc 
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nolfte  et  individue  Trinttey  et  aux  prieres  de  la  glorieufe^ 
Vietge  Mariei  et  de  tous  les  anges  fain£ls  &  fain£les  de 
para&5  efpenmt  par  leur  meriteaet  interceflionjeftre  aydee 
a  obtenir  de  eftre  hi£tc  participante  arec  eulx  de  felicite 
etemelle.  £t  pour  m'y  acheminer  de  cueur  plus  net  et 
entier  defpoillant  des  a  prefent  tout  reflentiment  des  in-» 
jureS)  calomniesy  rebellions}  et  aultred  ofienfes^  qui  m^ 
pourroient  avoir  eile  fa£les  durant  ma  rie^  par  mes  fubjets 
rebelled  et  aultres  ennemis }  J'en  retriet  b  rengeance  a 
Dieu,  &  le  fupplie  kur  pardonn«r^  de  mefme  aiFeftion^ 
que  je  luy  requiers  pardons  a  mes  faultes,  et  a  tous  cculs 
et  celles  que  je  puis  avoir  ofFenie  de  fai£bs  ou  de  parolles. 
Je  veulx  et  ordonnc,  &c.  [_The  twofoUo'wing  paragraphs 
contain  dire^ions  C9f learning  the  place  and  circumjlance  cf  her 
huria/,2 

Pour  nc  contrevenlr  a  la  gloire,  honneur,  et  conferva*  v, 
tion  de  I'Eglife  catholique,  apoftolique  et  Romainc,  en  la 
quelle  je.yculx  vivre  et  mourir,  £  le  prince  d'Efcofle  moa 
filz  y  pueft  etre  reduiet  contre  la  mauvaife  nourtiture^ 
qu'il  a  prife  a  mon  tres  grand  regret  en  rherefie  de  Calviii 
entre  mes  rebelles,  je  le  laifle  feul  et  unique  heritier  de 
mon  royaume  d'Efcofle,  -de  droidl  que  je  pretende  jufte- 
menten  a  la  couronne  d'Angleterre  et  pays  qui  en  depen- 
dent, et  generallement  de  tous  et  chacun  mes  meubles  et 
immeubles  qui  refteront  apres  ma  mort,  et  execution  de  ce 
prefent  teftament. 

Si  non,  et  que  mon  dit  filz  continue  a  vivre  en  la  ditc 
herefie,  Je  cede,  tranfporte,  et  faide  don  "  de  touts  et 
"  chacuns  mes  droids,  que  je  pretende  &  puis  pretendrc 
"  a  la  couronne  d' Angle terre,  et  aultres  droifts,  feig- 
"  neurie8>ouroyaulmes  en  dependantz,  au  roy  catholique, 
"ouaultre  de  flens  qu'il  luy  plaira,  avefques  advis,  con- 
"  fentement'Be  fa  faintete ;  tant  pour  le  voyr  aujourdhuy 
"  le  feul  feurs  appui  de  la  religion  catholique,  que  pour 
"  reconnoiflance  de  gratuitcs  faveurs  que  moy,  et  Ics  mieiis 
•*  recommandez  par  moy,  ont  avons  receu  dc  luy  en  ma 
"  plus  grande  neceflite  ;  et  refguard  auffi  au  droift  que 
"  luy  mefme  peut  pretendre  a  ces  ditz  royaulmes  et  pays, 
"  je  le  fupplie  qu'eu  recompence  il  preign  alliance,  de  la 
"  maifou  de  Lorraine,  et  fi  il  ce  pleut  dc  celle  de  Guiie, 
"  pouT  memoire  de  la  race  de  laquelle  je  fuis  fortie  au 
"  code  de  Mere,  n'a  ayant  de  celiiy  de  moii  pere,  qiie 
"  mon  feul  enfant,  lequel  eftafit  CathoHqifc  j'ay  tou<^jours 

5  '       "Vouc 
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^  vouS  pour  one  dc  fes  filles,  fi  il  hiy  plaifoit  d-accep* 
^  ter,  ou  faillant  unc  dc  fes  niepces  mariee  commfe  fa  fille. 
'  *<  Je  layffe  mon  filz  a  k  protcdion  du  roy,  At  pririce, 
•«  ct  dues  de  Lonraync  et  dc  Guifne,  et  du  Mayiie,  aux 
«*  qudz  je  recommcndc  et  fon  eftat  en  Efcofle,  et  mott 
«<  droia  en  Anglctterre,  fi  il  eft  cath^qtfc,  tt  quelle  ie 
^  parlie  dc  ccfte  royne.'*  '*""^" 

Je  faitz  don  ad  •<  compte  de  Lenox^'  de  co^pte  de  Le- 
nox tenu  par  feu  fon  pere,  ct  commande  mon  filtz,  comme 
moa  heretier  ct  fuccefleur,  d'obeyr  en  ceft  en  dtoit  a  mon 
Tobnte. 

Je  vcuk  et  ordonne  toutes  les  fommcs  et  dcniers,  qui  fe 
trovcront  par  moys  deues,  ticn  mis  caufe  dc  droiA  eftre 
faits  "  a  Lohlivcn"  etre  promptement  payee  ct  acqtiittes, 
ettout  tortet  griefs  repares par  lefditsexeCuteursdefqaelsS 
J'en  charge  Ja  confcience.  Ouhre,  &c.  iPof/oiv  two  or 
three  paragraphs  concerning  particular  legacies^  and  then  t/ 
sddedl^  Fai<a  au  manior  de  bhefFeld  en  Anglcterre  le  jctor 
,    dc  -— .  Mil  cinq  cens  foix'  ant  &  dix  fept^ 

f  jifter  a  large  blank  page  follows  in  the  queetfs  hand: 

"  Si  mon  filz  meurt,  au  comte  de  Lenoaf,  au  Claude 
«  Hamilton  lequelfe  montrera  le  plus  fiddle  vers  mQy,et 

**  plus  conftant  en  religion,  au  jugemeut  de Duqs  de 

•*  Lorraine  et  de  Guyfe,  ou  je  le  rapport  fua  ce  de  <:culx 
**  a  que  j'auray  donnay  le  charge  de  trayter^vefque  eux  de 
**  par  moy  et  ceulx,  a  condition  de  ce  marrier  ott  allier  en 
**  la  dite  mayfon  ou  par  ipir  advis." 

Follow  near  two  pages  of  particular  legacies* 

"  Et  le  remets  ma  tante  de  Lenox  au  droi€b  quelle  peut 
«*  pretendre  a  la  conte  d' Angous  avant  Facort  fait  par  mon 
*«  commandement  entre  ma  dite  tante  de  Lenox  et  le 
"  comte  de  Morton,  veu  quil  a  efte  fait  &  par  le  feu  roy 
"  mon  Mary  etmoy,  ufur  la  promeffe  dc  fa  fidellc  affiftance, 
«*  fi  luy  et  moy  encourions  dangier  et  bcfoing  d'ayde, 
«*  ce  qu'il  rompit,  s'entendant  fccretemcnt  au  les  nos  en* 
*•  nemis  rebelles,  qu'attemptprient  contre  fa  vie,  et  pout 
**  ceft  efFeft  pris  les  armes,  et  ont  portc  les  bannieres  def- 
«  ploiees,  contre  nous,  je  revoque  aufli  tonte  autre  don 
<«  que  je  luy  ay  fait  de  conte  de  Morton  fur  promcffes 
••^de  fes  bons  fcrvices  a  advenir,  et  entcnds  que  la  dite 
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**  Conte  fok  yeunie  a  la  cowonne,  G  cU  fe  trouvB  j.  par- 
"  tenir,  comme  fe^  trahifons^  tant  en  la  mort  de  mon  feu 
•'  Mary>  que  en  mon  baniflement,  et  pourfuit  de  la  mien 
••  ne  Tont  merite.  Et  defends  a  mon  fila  de  ce  jamays  fer- 
**  vire  de  luy  pour  de  luf  pour  la  hayne  qu'il  aye  a  fes  pa- 
•*  rents»  la  quelle  je  crains  ne  s'eftende  jufques  a  luy,  Ic 
^  connoiiiant  du  tout  affedionne  aux  ennemis  de  mon 
**  droite  en  ce  royauti\c,  du  quel  il  eft  penconnaire. 

'^  Je  recemmende  mon  nepveu  Francois  Stuart  a  mont 
"  filz,  et  l**y  commande  detenir  pres  de  luy  et  s*enfervi(;,         • 
•*  et  je  h»y  laifle  le  blew  du  con«e  de  Boduel  fon  oncle^ 
**  en  refpeiQ  qu'ii  eft  de  men  fang»  aion  iilleul>>  et  ma  eftc 
"  laiffe  en  Jutelle  par  fon  peie. 

**  Je  declare  que  mon  frere  baftard.  Robert  Abbe  de  St. 
*'  Croix  n'a  en  que  par  circonventign  Orkenay,  et  que  le 
*  ne  fut  jamays  mon  intention,  comme  il  apret  par  la  rcr- 
"  vocation  qufi  j*dy  fayte  depuys,  ^t  ete,  auffi  faite  d'avaiit 
« la  afge  de  xxv  ans,  ce  que  j'aimois  deliberer  £  il  ne 
*<  m'euflent  prenner  par  prifon  de  fe  de  defayve  aulx  eftats* 
«« je  veulx  done  que  Orkenay  foifc  reune  a  la  coronne 
^  CQmme  une  de  plus  neceflaires  pour  mon  filz,  &  fans 
"  mayfon  ne  pourra  etre  bi^n  tenue. 
•^  "  Le  filles  de  Morra  ne  parvient  accefli  heriter,  ains^ 
•*  reyient  la  cente  a  la  Couronne,  fi  il  luy  pleft  luy  don^ 
*^  ner  fa  ou  fiUe  en.  marriafge,  et  il  nome  Ten.  fienne^ 

«15gne/' 

No.XLVlL     (VoU|ILp.52.) 

A  Letter  from  Mr.  Archibald  Douglas  to  the  Queeii 

of  S"Cots. 

pLEASE  vour  majefty,  I  received  your  letter  of  tlie  Aprir  — — 
■^     date  ot  tbe  1 2th  of  Nov.  and  in  like  manne?  has  feen  ^^'  ^*^ 
feme  part  of  die  contents  of  one  other  of  the  fanie  date^  r^'  li.^ 
<iirefted  to  Monf.  de  Movifir,  amba/Eidor  for  his  majefty 
the  moft  Chriftian  king,  both  which  are  agreeable  to  your 
princely  dignity,  as  by  the  one  your  highnefe  de  fires  fo 
know  tlie  true  caufe  01  my  banifhment,  and  offers  unto  int 
all  favour  if  I  fliall  be  innocent  of  the  heinous  aQs  com- 
mitted ip  the  perfon  of  your  hufband  of  good  memory,  fo 
by  the  other  the  faid  ambaflador  is  willed  to  .declare  unto 
me,  if  your  huiband's  murder  could  be.  laid  juftly  againft 
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ittc,  tliat  you  could  not  folfcit  in  my  caufe,  neither  yetf6> 
any  pcrfon  that  was  participant  of  that  execrable  fa£f, 
but  would  feck  the  revenge  thereof,  when  you  fhould 
have  any  means  to  do  it ;  your  majefty's  offer,  if  I  be  in- 
nocent of  that  crime,  is  moft  favourable,  and  your  de- 
fire  to  know  the  truth  of  the  fame  t|^oft  equitable ;  and 
therefore  that  I  fhould  with  all  my  IppHcity,  fincerity  and 
truth  anfwer  thereunto  is  moft  reafonable,  to  the  end  that 
your  princely  dignity  may  be  my  help,  if  my  innocence 
ihall  fufBciently  appear^  and  procure   my  condemnation 
if  I  be  culpable  in  ?ny  matter,  except  m  the  knowledge  of 
the  evil  difpofed  minds  of  the  moft  part  of  your  nobility 
againft  your  faid  hufband,  and  not  revealing  of  it ;  which  I 
am  affured  was  fufficiently  knovimto  himfelf,  and  to  all  that . 
had  judgment  never  fo  little  in  that  realm  5  which  alfo  I 
was  conftraincd  to  underftand,  as  he,  that  was  fpecially 
employed  betwixt  the  earl  Morton,  and  a  good  number 
of  your  nobility,  that  they  might  with  all  humility  inter- 
cede at  your  majefty's  hand  for  his  relief,  in  fuch  matters 
as  are  more  fpecially  contained  in  the  declaration  fdlkjw* 
ing,  which  I  am  conftraincd  for  my  own  juftification,  by 
this  letter  to  call  to  your  majefty's  remembrance.    Not- 
withffanding  that  I  am  aflured,  to  my  grief,  the  reading 
thereof  will  not  fmally  offend  your  princely  mind*    It 
may  pkafe  your  majefty  to  remember,  that  in  the  year  of 
God    1566,  the  faid  earl  of  Morton,  with  divers  othet 
nobility  and  gent,  were  declared  rebels  to  your  majefty, 
and  banifhed  your  realm  for  infolent  murder  committed 
in  your  majefty's  owii»chamber,  which  they  alledged  M^as 
done  by  command  of  your  hufband,  whd  notwithftanding 
affirmed  that  he  was  compelled  by  them  to  fubfcribe  the 
warrant  given  for  that  effe(fl,  ho'wfoever  the  truth  of  that 
matter  remains  amongft  them,  it  appertains  not  to  me 
at  this  time  to  be  curious  ;  true  it  is  that  I  was  one  of  that 
number,  that  heavily  offended  againft  your  majefty,  and 
pafled  into  France  the  time  of  our  banifhment,  at  the  de- 
firc  of  the  reft,  to  humbly  pray  your  brother  the  moft 
Chriftian  king  to  intercede  that  our  offences  might  be  par- 
doned, and  your  majefty's  ctemency  extended  towards  us^ 
albeit  divers  of  no  fmall  reputation,  in  that  realm,  was 
of  the  opinion,  that  the  faid  faft  merited  neither*  to  be  re-' 
quifite  for,  not  yet  pardoned.     Always  fuch  was  the  care* 
ful  mind  of  his  majefty  toward^  th^  quictneft  of  that  realm^ 
that  the  dealing  in  that  caufe  was  committed  to  Monf. 
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it  Movifir,  who  was  diredred  at  that  time  to  go  Into  Scot* 
land,  to  congratulate  the  happy  birth  of  your  fon,  whom 
Almighty  God  of  his  goodnefs  may  long  prefenre  in  happy 
eftate  and  perpetual  felicity ;  the  careful  travail  of  the  faid 
de  Movifir  was  fo  effcQual,  and  your  majefty's  mind  fo 
inclined  to  mercy,  that  within  fhort  fpace  thereafter,  I 
was  permitted  to  repair  in  Scotland,  to  deal  with  earls 
Murray,  Athol,  Bodwel,  Arguile,  and  fecretary  Leding-* 
ton^  in  the  name  and  behalf  of  the  faid  earl  Morton,  lords 
Reven,  Lindfay,.  and  remanent  complefis,  that  they  might 
make  offer  in  the  names  of  the  faid  earl  of  any  matter  that 
might  fatisfy  your  majefty's  wrath,  and  procure  yout  cle-. 
mency  to  be  extended  in  their  favours ;  at  my  coniing  to 
them,  after  I  had  opened  the  efFeft  of  my  meffage,  they 
declared  that  the  marriage  betwixt  you  and  your  hufband 
had  been  the  occafion  already  of  great  evil  in  that  realm, 
and  if  your  hufband  (hould  be  fuffered  to  follow  the  ap- 
petite and  mind  of  fuch  as  was  about  him,  that  kind  of 
dealing  might  produce  with  time  worfe  effefts ;  for  help- 
ing of  fuch  inconvenience  that  might  fall  out  by  that  kind 
of  dealing,  they  had  thought  it  convenient- to  join  them«> 
felves  in  league  and  band  with  fome  other  noblemen,  re- 
folved  to  obey  your  majefty  as  their  natural  fovereign,  and 
have  notliing  to  do  with  your  hufband's  command  whatfo- 
ever,  if  the  faid  earl  would  for  himfelf  enter  into  that  band 
and   confederacy  with  them,  they  could  be  content  to 
humbly  requeft  and  travel  by  all  means  with  your  majefty 
for  his  pardon,  but  before  tney  could  any  farther  proceed, 
they  defired  to  know  the  faid  earl'^  mind  herein ;  when  I 
had  anfwered,  that  he  nor  his  friends,  at  my  departure, 
could  not  kaow  that  any  fuch  like  matter,  would  be  pro- 
ponit,  and  therefore  was  not  inftrufted  what  to  anfwer 
therein,  they  defired  that  1  (houkl  return  fufficiently  in- 
ftrufted  in  this  matter  to  Sterling,  before  the  baptifm  of 
your  fon,  whom  God  might  preferve;. this  meffage  was 
faithfully  delivered  to  me  at  Newcaftle  in  England,  where 
the  faid  earl  then  remained,  in  prefence  of  his  friends  and 
company,  where  they  all  condefcended  to  have  no  far* 
ther  dealing  with  your  hufband,  and  to  enter  into  the 
faid  band.     With  this  deliberation  I  returned  to  Ster- 
Kng,  where  at  the  reoueft  of  the  moft  Chriftian  kinj;  and. 
the  queen's  majefty  of  England  by  their  ambafladors  pre* 
fcnt,  your  majefty*s  gracious  pardon  was  granted  unto  them 
all,  under  cott<feion  always  that  they  fliould  remain  baniflied 
Vol.  III.  Ee  forth 


Digitized  by 


Google 


4i«  APPENDIX,  NrXLVII. 

forth  of  the  realm,  the  fpace  of  two  years,  and  farther 
during  your  majefty's  pleafure,  which  limitation  was  after 
mitigated  at  the  humble  requeft  of  your  own  nobility,  fo 
that  immediately  after  the  faid  earl  of  Morton  repaired 
into  Scotland  to  Quhittingaime,  where  the  earl  of  Bodvell 
and  fecretary  Ledington  come  to  him ;  what  fpeech  paffed 
there  amongft  them,  as  God  {hall  bjB  my  judge,  I  knew 
nothing  at  that  time,  but  at  their  departure  I  was  requefted 
by  the  faid  earl  Morton  to  accompany  the  earl  Bodvell 
and  fecretary  to  Edinburgh,  and  to  return  with  fuch 
anfwer  as  they  fhould  obtain  of  your  majefly,  which  being 
given  to  me  by  the  faid  perfons,  as  God  fliall  be  my 
.  judge,  was  no  otlier  than  thefe  words,  -^  Schaw  to  the 
«*  earl  Morton  that  the  queen  will  hear  no  fpeech  of  that 
**  matter  appointed  unto  him  :'*  when  I  crafit  that  the 
anfwer  might  be  made  mor^  fenfible,  fecretary  Ledington 
faid,  that  the  earl  would  fufficiently  underfland  it,  albeit 
few  or  none  at  that  time  underftand  what  paiTed  amongft 
them. .  It  is  known  to  all  men,  als  veill  be  railling  li- 
ters paffed  betwixt  the  faid  earl  and  Ledington  when  they 
become  in  divers  factions,  as  alfo  ane  buck  fet  furth  by 
the  minifters  wherein  they  affirm  that  the  earl  of  Mor- 
ton has  confeffed  to  them,  before  his  death,  that  the  earl 
Bodvell  came  to  Quhittingaime  to  prepon  the  calling 
away  off  the  king  your  hufband,  to  the  which  ^ropofi- 
tion  the  faid  earl  of  Morton  affirms  that  he  could  give  no 
anfwer  unto  fuch  time  he  might  know  your  majefty's 
mind  therein,  which  he  never  received.  As  to  the  abo- 
minable murder.  It  is  known  too  by  the  depofitions  of 
many  perfons  that  were  executed  to  the  death  for  the  com- 
mitting thereof,  that  the  fame  was  executed  by  them,  and. 
at  the  command  of  fuch  of  the  nobility,  as  had  fubfcrivit 
band  for  that  effe£t ;  by  this  unpleafant  declaration,  the 
moft  part  thereof  known  to  ydurfelf,  and  the  remainder 
may  be  underflood  by  the  aforefaid  witneffes  that  was  ex- 
amined in  torture,  and  that  arc  extant  in  the  cuflody  of 
the  ordinary  judges  in  Scotland,  my  innocency,  fo  far  as 
may  concern  any  faft,  does  appear  fufficiently  to  your  ma- 
jefty.  And  as  for  my  dealing  aforefaid,  I  can  be  no  other- 
wife  charged  therein,  but  as  what  would  accufe  the  vcflel 
that  preferves  the  wine  from  harm,  for  the  intemperancy 
^  q{  fuch  as  immoderately  ufe  the  fame.  As  for  the  fpe- 
cial  caufe  of  my  banifhment,  I  think  the  fame  as  pro- 
ceeded upon  ane  opinion  conceived,  t|iat  I  was  able  to  ac- 
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Cttfe  the  earl  of  Morton  of  fo  much  matter  as  they  alledge 
himfelf  to  have  confefled  before  he  died,  and  would  not 
be  induced,  for  lofs  of  reputation,  to  perform  any  part 
thereof.     If  this  be  the  occafidh  of  my  trouble,  as  I  fup- 
pofe  it  is,  what  punifhment  I  fliould  deferve,  I  remit  me 
to  your  majefty's  better  judgment,  who  well  knows  how 
careful  ever  ilk  gentleman  fliould  be  of  his  fame,  reputa- 
tion and  honour,  arid  how  far  ever  ilk  man  fliould  abhor 
the  name  of   a   pultroun,  and   how  indecent   it   would 
have  been  to  me  to  accufe  the  earl  of  Morton,  being  fo 
near  of  his  kin,  notwithftancfing  all  the  injuries  I  was 
conftrained  to  receive  at  his  hand  all  the  time  of  his  go- 
vernment, and  for  no  other  caufe,but  for  fliewing  of  par- 
ticular friendfliip  to  particular  friends  in  the  time  of  the 
laft  cruel  troubles  in  Scotland.     Sorjry  I  be  now  to  accufe 
him  in  any  matter  being  dead,  and  more  forry  that  being 
on  lyff,  be  fugh  kind  of  dealing  obtained  that  name  of 
Ingrate.     Always'  for  my  own  part  I  have  been  baniflied 
my  native  country  thofe  three  years  and  four  months,  liv- 
ing in  anxiety  of  mind,  my  holl  guds  in  Scotland,  which 
were  not  fmall,  intermittit  and  difponit  upon,   and  has 
continually  fince  the  time  I  was  relieved  out  of  my  laft 
troubles  at  the  defire  of  mons'  de  Movifir,  attended  to 
know  your  majefty's  pleafure,  and  to  wait  upon  what 
fervice   it  fliould  pleafe   your  majefty  for  to  command. 
Upon  the  8th  of  April  inft.  your  good  friend  fecretary  Wal- 
/inghame  has  declared  unto  me,  that  her  highnefs  tho't  ^ 

it  expedient  that  I  fliould  retire  myfelf  where  I  pleafed,  I 
declared  unto  him  I  had  no  means  whereby  I  might  perform 
that  defire,  till  fuch  time  as  I  fliould  receive  it  from  your 
majefty.  Neither  knew  I  where  it  would  pleafe  your  high- 
nefs to  direfl:  me,  until  fuch  time  as  I  fliould  have  received 
further  informatk)n  from  you.     Upon  this  occafion  and 
partly  by  permiiuon,  I  have  taken  the  hardrefs  to  write 
this  prefent  letter,  whereby  your  majefty  may  imderftand 
any  part  of  my  troubles  paft,  and  ftrait  prefent.     As  to 
my  intention  future,  I  will  never  deny  that  I  am  fully  re- 
folved  to  fpend  the  reft  of  my  days  in  your  majeft/s  fer- 
vice, and  the   king   your   fon's,  wherefoever  I  fliall  be 
diredied  by  your  majefty,  and  for  the  better  performing 
thereof,  if  fo  fliall  be  her  majefty's  pleafure,  to  recom- 
mend the  tryal  of  my  innocency,  and  examination  of  the 
verity  of  the  preceding  narration,  to  the  king  your  fon, 
with  requeft  that  I  may  be  pardoned  for  fuch  offences  as 
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eoncetned  your  majcfty*s  fervJcc,  and  tar  eommon  t6  all 
men  the  time  of  his  led  aigc  and  perdonit  to  all,  except  to 
ine,  I  (houtd  be  the  bearer  thereof  myfclf,  and  be  direftcd 
m  whatfoever  fervice  it  (hduld  pleaf^  your  majefty  for  to 
Command.  Moft  humble  I  befeech  your  majefty  to  con- 
fider  hereof,  and  to  be  fo  gracious  as  to  give  order,  that  I 
may  have  means  to  ferve  your  majefty  according  to  the 
fincerity  of  my  meaning,  and  fo  cxpeding  your  inajcfty*s 
anfwer,  aftet  the  kiffing  your  hand  with  sdl  humility,  I 
take  leave  from  London. 


No.  XLVIII.     (Vol.  III.  p.  40.) 

A  Letter  from  fir  Amias  Paulet. 

SIR, 
Origin,  T  Did  forbear  according  to  your  dtre£Hoh  fignified  In 
Cai.  c.  9.  A  yQ^y  letters  of  the  fourth  of  this  prefent,  to  proceed  to 
the  execution  of  the  contents  of  Mr.  Waade's  letters  un- 
to you,  for  the  difperfihg  of  this  lady's  Unneceflary  fer- 
vams,  and  for  the  ceafing  of  her  money,  wherein  I  was 
bold  to  write  unto  you  my  fimple  opinion  (although  in 
vain  as  it  now  falleth  out),  by  ifty  letters  of  the  7th  of 
this  inftant,  which  I  doubt  not  are  with  you  before  this 
time  5  but  upon  the  receipt  of  your  letters  of  tfie  5th, 
which  came  riot  unto  my  hands  until  the  8th  in  the  even- 
ing, by  feafon,  as  did  appear  by  indorfement,  that  they 
had  been  miftaken,  and  were  fent  back  to  Windfof,  after 
they  were  entered  into  the  way  towards  ftie,  I  confider- 
cd,  thar  being  accompanied  only  by  my  Own  fervants,  it 
might  be  thought  that  they  would  be  iritfeated  to  fay  as  I 
would  command  them,  and  therefore  1  thought  gOoA, 
for  my  better  difcharge  in  thcfe  money  matters,  to  crave 
the  affiftance  of  Mr.  Richard  Baggo't,  v^ho  tepairing  un- 
to me  the  next  morning,  we  had  accefs  to  this  queen, 
whom  we  found  in  het  bed,  troubled  aftet  the  old  manner 
with  a  dcfluxion,  which  was  fallen  down  Into  the  fide 
of  her  neck,  and  had  bereft  her  of  the  ufe  of  one  of  her 
hands,  Unto  whom  I  declared,  that  upon  occafion  of  her 
fotmer  ptaftifcs,  doubting  left  fhe  Would  perfift  therein 
by  corrupting  underhand  fome  bad  membigrs  6(  thisftatc, 
I  was  e*prcfly  commanded  to  tike  her  money  into  my 
hands,  and  to  reft  anfwcrable  fot  it,  \dien  it  lha11"be  te- 
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qumd  I  advUing  her  to  deliver  the  faid  money  unto  me 
vitfa  quietnefs.     After  many  denials,  many  exclamations, 
and  many  bitter  words  againil  you  (I  fay  nothing  of  her 
railing  againft  myfelf),  with  flat  affirmation  that  her  ma-» 
jefty  might  have  ner  body,  but  her  heart  fhe  (hould  never 
have,  refuGng  to  deliver  the  key  of  the  cabinet,  I  called 
my  fervants,  and  lent  for  barrs  to  break  open  the  door, 
whereupon  ihe  yielded,  and  caufing  the  door  to  be  opened, 
I  found  there  in  the  coffers,  mentioned  in  Mr.  Waade'sVe- 
membrance,  five  rolls  of  canvafs,  containing  five  thoufand 
French  crowhs,  and  two  leather  bags,  whereof  the  one 
had,  in  gold,  one  hundred  and  four  pounds  two  ihiUings, 
and  the  other  had  three  pounds  in  filver,  which  bag  of 
filver  was  left  with  her,  affirming  that  (he  had  no  more 
money  in  this  houfe,  and  that  (he  was  indebted  to  her 
fervants  for  their  wages.  Mr.  Waade's  note  maketh  men-  catle  cm 
tion  of  3  rolls  left  in  Curie's  chamber,  wherein,  no  doubt,  ^^^  >«>  «^ 
he  was  mifreckoned,  which  is  evident  as  well  by  the  tefti-  J^j^^jf     * 
monies  and  oaths  of  diverfe  perfons,  as  alfo  by  probable 
conje£kures  i  fo  as  in  truth  we  found  only  two  rolls,  every 
of  which  contsuneth  one  thoufand  crowns,  which  was  this 
queen's  guifte  to  Curie's  wife  at  her  marriage.     There  is 
found  in  Naw's  chamber,  in  a  cabinet,-  a  chain  worth  by 
eftimation  one  hundred  pounds,  and  in  money,  in  one 
bag  nii^  hundred  pounds,  in  a  fecond  bag  two  hundred 
fourfcore  and  fix  pounds  eighteen  (hillings.     All  the  fore«- 
faid  parcels  of  money  are  beftowed  in  bags,  and  fealed 
by  Mr.  Richard  Bagot,   faving  five  hundred  pounds  oif 
N^w's  money,  which  I  referve  in  my  hands,  for  the  ufe 
of  this  houihold,  and  may  be  repaid  at  London,  where 
her  majefty  (hall  appoint,   out  of   the  money  received 
lately  by  one  of  my  fervants,  out  of  the  exchequer.     I 
£eared  left  the  people  might  have  difperfed  this  money  in 
^1  this  time,  or  have  hidden  the  fame-  in  Ibme  fecre^  cor- 
ners; for  doubt  whereof  I  had  caufed  all  this  queen's 
family,  froni  the  bigheft  to  the  loweft,  to  be  guarded  iu 
(he.feveral  places  where  I  found  them,  fo  as  yff  I  had  not 
Iblind  the  money  with  quietnefs,  I  had  been  forced  to 
hgve  fc^rched  firft  all  their  lodgmgs,  and  then  their  owrt 
Mrfon^ •     Pthank  God  with  all  my  heart,  as  for  a  fingular 
M^fliagt  ^ajt  that  falleth  out  fo  well,  fearing  left  ?  con- 
fx^ff  ftici^fe  migbjt  have  mpvcd  fo?ne  hard  conceits  in  her 
l»^cfty.» 
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TotrcHiNG  the  difperfing  of  this  queen's  fervants,  I 

truft  I  have  done  fo  much,  a«  may  fuffice  to  fatisfy  her 

majefty  forthe  time,  wherein  I  could  not  take  any  abfolute 

courfe,  until  I  heard  again  from  you,  partly  becaufe  her 

majefty,  by  Mr.  Waade's  letter,  doth  refer  to  your  confi- 

deration  to  return  fuch  as  (hall  be  difcharged  to  their  feve- 

ral  dwellings  and  countries,  wherein,  as  it  fcemeth,  you 

have  forgotten  to  deliver  your  opinion ;  partly,  Tor  that  as 

yet,  I  have  received  no  anfwer  from  you,  of  your  refolution, 

upon  th^view  o{  the  Scpttifli  family  fent  unto  you,  what 

perfons  you  will  appoint  to  be  difmift ;  only  this  I  have 

done,  I  have  beftowed  all  fuch  as  are  mentioned  in  this 

bill  inclofed  in  three  or  four  feveral  rooms  as  the  fame 

may  fuffice  to  contain  them,  and  that  their  meat  and  drink 

{hall  be  brought  unto  them  by  my  fervants.  '  It  may  pleafe 

you,  to  advertife  me  by  your  next  letters,  in  what  fort, 

and  for  what  courfe,  I  (hall  make  their  paflports,  as  alfo, 

if  they  (hall  fay.  that  they  are  unpaid  of  their  wages,  what 

This  lady      I  ftall  do  therein.     Yt  is  faid  that  they  have  been  accut 

ftoteofmo-  ^o"^^d  ^o  be  paid  of  their  wages  at  Chriftmas,  for  the 

neyatpre-     whole  year.  Her  majefty's  charge  will  befomewhat  dimi- 

fcot  in  the    niflied  by  the  departure  of  this  people,  and  my  charge 

balrador**"*  ^J  ^^^^  occafion  will  be  the  more  eafy.     But  the  perfons,' 

bands.  all  fave  Baftian,  are  fuch  filly  and  fimple  fouls,  as  there 

was  no  great  caufe  to  fear  their  praAices,  and  upon  this 

ground,  I  was  of  opinion,  in  my  former  letters,  that  all 

this  diimifled  train  fhould  have  followed  their  miftrefs 

until  the  next  remove,  and  there  to  have  been  difcharged 

upon  the  fudden,  for  doubt  that  the  faid  remove  might  be 

delayed,  yf  (he  did/fear,  or  expeft  any  hard  meafure. 

Others  (hall  excufe  their  foolifli  pity  as  thev  may ;  but 
for  my  part,  I  renounce  my  part  of  the  joys  ot  heaven,  yf 
in  any  thing  that  I  have  laid,  written,  or  done,  I  have 
had  any  other  rcfpeft  than  the  furtherance  of  her  majefty's 
feiVice ;  and  fo  I  fhall  moft  eameftly  pray  you  to  affirm 
for  me,  as  likewife  for  the  not  feafing  of  the  money 
by  Mr.  Manners,  the  other  commiffioners,  and  myfclf.  I' 
truft  Mr.  Waade  hath  anfwered,  in  all  humble  duties,  for 
the  whole  company,  that  no  one  of  us  did  fo  much  as 
think  that  our  commiffion  reaching  only  to  thS  papers,  we 
might  be  bold  to  touch  the  money,  fo  as  there  was  no 
fpeech  of  that  all  to  my  knowledge,  and  as  you  know  I 
was  no  commiffioner  in  this  fearch^  but  had  myJiaods  f  uH 
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at  Tyxall,  difcreet  fcnrants  are  not  haftily  to  deal  in  great 
matters,  without  warrant,  and  efpecially  where  the  caufe 
is  fuch  as  the  delay  of  it  carried  no  danger. 

Your  advertifement  of  that  happy  remove  hath  been 
greatly  comfortable  unto  me.  I  will  not  fay,  in  re^eft 
of  myfelf,  becaufe  my  pVivate  intereft  hath  no  meafure  of 
comparifon  with  her  majefty's  fafety,  and  with  the  quiet 
of  this  realm.  God  grant  a  happy  and  fpeedy  yflue  to 
thefe  good  and  godly  councels ;  and  fo  I  commit  you  to 
his  merciful  proteftion.  From  Chartley  the  loth  of  Sep- 
tember 1586. 


No.  XLIX.     (Vol.  III.  p.  54.) 

Letter  from  the  king  of  Scots  to  Mr.  Archibald 
Douglas  his  amhaffador  in  England,  Odober, 
15S6. 

TjESERVE  up  yourfelf  na  langer  in  the  earneft  dealing  Cot.Lib..  ^ 
Xv  fQj  my  mother,  for  ye  have  done  it  too  long;  and  Caiig.c.9, 
think  not  that  any  your  travellis  can  do  goode  if  hir  life  j^"i^jl|^"!j 
be  taken,  for  then  adieu  with  my  dealing  with  theime  that  hand, 
are  the  fjSecial  inftruments  thairof ;  and  theirfore,  gif  ye 
look  for  the  contineuance  of  my  favour  towartis  you,  fpait 
na  pains  nor  plainnes  in  this  cace,  but  redde  my  letter 
vnrettin  to  Williame  Keith,  and  conform  yourfelf  quhollie 
to  the  contentis  thairof,  and  in  this  requeiil  let  me  reap 
the  fruiSis  of  your  great  credit  there,  ather  now  or  never. 
Farewell.     October  1586. 

Letter  to  fir  William  Keith,  ambaffador  in  Eng* 
'  land,  probably  from  fecretary  Maitland.     Nov, 
27,  1586. 

BY  your  letters  fent  by  this  bearer  (albeit  concerning  ^  copy  ?a 
no  pleafant  fubjeft),  his  majefty  conceives  well  of  thecoiiea. 
your  eameftnefs  and  fidelity  in  your  negotiations,  as  alfo  ^^^^  ^^^ 
of  Mr.  Archibald's  aftivity  and  diligence,  whom  you  fo  ^^(01.  »i^ 
greatly  praife  and   recommend,   I  wifli  the  iffue  corre- 
fpond  to  his  majefty's  opinion,  your   care  and   travell, 
and  his  great  diligence  as  you  write.     His  majefty  takes 
this  rigorous  proceeding  againft.bis  mother  deeply  in 

£  e  4  heartf 
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,  hearty  as  a  matter  greatly  concerning  him  both  in  hoooor 
and  otherwife.  His  hiehnefles  adiions  and  behaviour  utter 
plainly  not  only  how  far  nature  prevails,  but  alfo  how  he 
apprenends  of  the  fequel  of  that  procefs,and  of  what  mo- 
ment he  efteems  it.  There  is  an  ambaflade  ihortly  to  be 
dirc^ied,  wherein  wiJl  be  employed  an  earl  and  two  coun- 
fellorsi  on  whofe  anfwer  will  depend  )he  continuance  or 
diifolution  of  the  amity  and  good  intelligence  between 
the  princes  of  this  ifle.  In  the  mean  feafon,  if  farther  ex- 
tremity be  ufed|  and  his  majefty's  fuit  and  requeft  dif- 
dained,  his  highnefs  will  think  himfelf  diflionoured  and 
contemned  far  befides  his  expectation  and  deferts.  Te  may 
perceive  his  majefty's  difpofition  by  his  letter  to  you, 
which  you  fliall  impart  to  Mr.  Archibald,  and  both  deal 
according  thereto.  I  need  not  to  recommend  to  your  care, 
concemmg  your  mailer's  fervice  both  in  wetll  and  in  ho* 
nour.  As  you  and  your  colleague  (hall  behave  yourfelf 
in  this  behalf,  fo  for  my  own  part  will  I  interpret  your 
afFeftion  to  your  niafter.    I  am  glad  of  that  I  hear  of 

Jourfelf,  and  I  do  fully  credit  that  you  Mrrite  of  Mr.  Archi- 
ald,  whofe  friends  here  make  great  account  of  his  pro- 
feiTed  devotion  to  the  queen,  befides  the  duty  he  owes 
to  the  king's  majefty  her  {on.  Farther  I  am  conftrained 
to  remit  to  next  occafion,  having  fcarce  time  to  fcribble 
thefe  few  lines  (which  of  themfelves  may  bear  witnefs  of 
my  hafte.)  Wifliing  you  a  profperous  iffue  of  your  ne- 
gociation,  I  commit  you,  &c.  Haiyrudhoufe,  Nov^  27th, 
1586. 

The  people,  and  all  eftates  here  are  fo  far  moved  by 

the  rigorous  proceedings  again  il  the  queen,  that  his  ma- 

•  jcfty,  and  all  that  have  credit  are  importuned,  and  may 

not  go  abroad  for  exclamations  againft  them,  and  impre- 

•  cations  againft  the  queen  of  England. 

No.L.     (Vol.  III.  p.  57.) 

To  the  Kong's  majefty,  from  Mr.  Archibald  Douglas. 

16th  oa-  T)IuEASE  your  majefty,  I  received  your  letter  of  the 
i5«6.  From  i    date  thc  aSth  of  September,  the  5th   of   Oflober, 

[hhe  5rT-*  ^^'*^^  ^**  ^'^  ^^™^  ^^y  *^^  '  direaed  W^.  Murray 
lea.  of  fir  A.  towards  your  highnefs  j  by  fuch  letters  as  he  carried,  and 
Dick.voi.B,  ^thereof  fevcral  dates,  your  majefty  may  perceive  that  I 
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had  omitted  nothing  fo  far  as  my  travel  might  reach  unto, 
ancnt  the  performing  of  the  two  chief  points  contained 
in  the  faid  letter  befor  the  receipt  thereof,  which  by  thefc 
prefents  I  muft  repeat  for  anfwering  of  the  faidis.  As  to 
the  firft,  fo  far  as  may  concern  the  interceding  for  the 
queen  your  majefty's  mother  her  life,  I  have  divers  times, 
and  in  every  audience,  travelled  with  this  queen  in  that 
matter,  fpectallly  to  know  what  her  full  determination 
muft  be  in  that  point,  and  could  never  bring  her  to  any 
further  anfwer,  but  that  this  proceeding  againft  her  by 
order  of  juftice  was  no  lefs  againft  her  mind,  than  againft 
their  will  that  loved  her  beft :  as  towards  her  life  fhe  could 
give  no  anfwer  thereunto,  until  fuch  time  as  the  law  hath 
declared  whether  flie  was  innocent  or  guilty.  Herewithal 
it  was  her  pleafure  thus  far  to  inform  me,  that  it* was  a 
number  of  the  aflbciants  that  earneftly  preffed  her  that  the 
law  might  proceed  againft  her,  giving  rcafons  that  fo  long 
as  Ihe  was  fuffered  to  deal  in  matters,  fo  long  would 
never  this  realm  be  in  quiet,  neither  her  life,  neither  this 
ftatc  in  affurance,  and  in  the  end  they  ufed  this  protefta- 
tion,  that  if  ihe  would  not  in  this  matter  follow  their  ad- 
vice, that  they  fliould  remain  without  all  blame  whatfoever 
ihould  fall  out  -,  whereupon  ifac  had  granted  them  liberty 
to  proceed^  left  fuch  as  had  made  the  requeft  might  here- 
after have  charged  herfclf  with  inconvenience  if  any  ftiould 
happen. 

And  by  myfelf  I  know  this  her  fpeech  to  be  true,  be- 
caufe  both  papift  and  proteftant  has  behaved  them,  as  it  i 

hath  been  her  pleafure  to  declare,  but  upon  divers  re- 
fpeds,  tlie  one  to  avoid  fufpicion  that  otherwife  was  con- 
ceived againft  them,  the  other  upon  zeal,  and  care  that  they 
will  be  known  to  have  for  prefervation  of  their  fovereign's 
life  and  ftate  in  this  perilous  time,  upon  confideration 
whereof,  I  have  been  conftrained  to  enter  into  fome  deal- 
ing with  both,  wherewith  I  made  her  majefty  acquainted  » 
the  proteftants,  and  fuch  as  in  other  matters  will  be  known 
to  bear  no  fmall  favour  unto  your  majefty's  fervice,  hath 
prayed  that  they  may  be  excufed  from  any  dealing  in  the 
contrary  of  that,  which  by  their  oath  tliey  have  avowed, 
and  by  their  fpeech  to  their  fovereign  requefted  for,  and 
that  hiefore  my  coming  in  this  country ;  if  they  fhould 
now  otherwife  do,  it  would  produce  no  better  eflFe£t  but  to 
make  them  fubjefl:  to  the  accufation  of  their  fovereign, 
when  it  ihould  pleafe  her  to  do  it,  of  their  inconftancy> 

in 
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in  giving  councell  whereby  they  might  incur  the  danger 
of  ill  councellors,  and  be  confequent  worthy  of  pun ifhment. 
Such  of  the  papifts,  as  I  did  deal  with,  went  immediately, 
and  told  her  majefty  what  I  had  fpoken  to  them,  who 
albeit  (he  underftood  the  matter  of  before,  fent  for  mc 
and  declared  to  me  my  own  fpeech  that  I  had  uttered  to 
them,  willing  me  for  the  weil  of  my  maifter*s  fervicc  to 
abftain  from  dealing  with  fuch,  as   were  not  yet  fuffi- 
ciently  moved  to  think  of  ipy  mafter  as  fhe  did.    I  crared 
leave  of  her  majefty,  that  I  might  inform  them  of  your 
majefty*slate  behaviour  towards  her,-  and  the  ftate  of  this 
realm,  whereunto  with  fome  difficulty  (he  gave  her  con- 
fent.     At  my  late  departure  from  court,  which  was  upon 
the  5th  of  this  inftant,  and  the  day  after  that  the  lords^of 
this  grand  jury  had  taken  their  leaves  of  her  majefty  to  go 
northward  to  Fotheringham,  it  was  her  pleafure  to  pro- 
mife  fo  have  further  fpeech  in  this  maher  at  the  returning 
of  the  faid  lords,  and  to  give  full  anfwer  according  to  your 
majefty's  contentment  to  the  remainder  matters,  that  I 
had  proponit  in   name  of  your  majefty.     As  to  the  ad 
p^rt  concerning  the  alTociation,  and  defire  that  the  pro- 
mife  made  to  the  mafter  of  Gray  concerning  your  majefty's 
title  may  be  fulfilled ;  it  appears  by  the  faid  letter,  that 
'the  very  point  whereupon  the  queftion  that  may  bring 
your  majefty's  title  in  doubt,  hath  not  been  rightly  at  the 
writing  of  the  faid  letter  confidered,  which  I  take  to  have 
proceeded  for  lack  of  reading  of  the  aft  of  parliament, 
wherein  is  fulfilled  ail  the  promife  made  by  the  queen  t» 
the  faid  mafter,  and  nothing  may  now  caufe  any  doubt  to 
arife  againft  your  faid  title,  except  that  an  opinion  ihould 
be  conceived  by  thefe  lords  of  this  parliament  that  are  fo 
vehement  at  this  time  againft  the  queen  your  majefty's 
mother,  that  your  majefty  is,  or  may  be  proved  hereafter 
aflenting  to  her  proceedings,  and  fome  that  love  your 
majefty's  fervice  were  of  that  opinion  thattoo  eameftrequeft 
might  move  a  ground,  whereupon  fufpicions  might  grow 
mmen  fo  ill  affeded  in  that  matter,  which  I  tlio*t  might 
be  helped  by  obtaining  of  a  declaration  in  parliament  of 
your  majefty's  innocence  at  this  time,  and  by  reafon  that 
good  nature  and  public  honefty  would  conftrain  you  to  in- 
tercede for  the  queen  your  mother,  whtcK  would  carry  with 
itfelf,  without  any  further,  fome  fufpicion  that  might  move 
ill  affefted  men  to  doubt.     In  my  former  letters  I  humbly 
craved  of  your  majefty  that  fome  learned  men  in  the  laws 
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might  be  moved  to  advVfe  with  the  words  of  the  aflbcia* 
tion,  and  the  mitigation  contained  in  the  aft  of  parlia- 
ment, and'  withall  to  advife  what  fufpicious  efFefts  your 
majefty's  requeft  might  work  in  thefe  choleric  men  at  this 
time,  and  how  their  minds  might  be  bed  moved  to  re- 
ceive reafon  ;  and  upon  all  thefe  confiderations  they  might 
have  formed  the  words  of  a  declarator  of  your  majeft3r*s 
innocence  to  be  obtained  iA  this  parliament,  and  failing 
thereof,  the  very  words  of  a  protcftation  for  the  fame  effeft 
that  might  beft  ferve  for  your  majefty's  fervice,  and 
for  my  better  information.  Albeit  this  was  my  fimple 
opinion,  I  (hall  be  contented  to  follow  any  direftion  it 
Ihall  pleafe  your  majefty  to  give ;  I  have  already  opened 
the  fubftance  hereof  to  the  queen  of  this  realm,  who 
feems  not  to  be  offended  herewith,  and  hath  granted  li- 
berty to  deal  therein  with  fuch  of  the  parliament  as  may 
remain  in  any  doubt  of  mind.  This  being  the  fum  of 
my  proceedings  in  this  matter,  befides  tlie  remainder,  con- 
tained in  other  letters  of  feveral  dates,  1  am  conftrained 
to  lay  the  whole  open  before  your  majefty,  and  to  humbly  , 
pray  that  full  information  may  be  fent  unto  me  what 
further  to  do  herein ;  in  this  middle  time,  while  I  (hall  re- 
ceivennore  ample  direftion  I  ftiall  proceed  and  be  doing 
according  to  fuch  direftion  as  I  have  already  received. 
And  fo,  moft  gracious  fovereign,  wifliing  unto  your  ma-  ^ 
jefty  all  happy  fuccefs  in  your  affairs,  I  humbly  take  my 
leave. from  London,  1 6th  of  Oftober,  this  1586.  Your 
majefty's  naoft  humble  fubjeft  and  obed'  fervant. 

A  memorial  for  his  Majefly  by  the  mafte'r  of  Gray* 

TTwiil  pleafe  your  majefty,  I  have  tho't  meeter  to  fet  J^gV^An 
*  down  all  things  as  they  occur,  and  all  advertifements  original  in 
as  they  come  to  my  ears,  then  jointly  in  a  lettre.  hisownhao* 

I  CAME  to  Vare  the  24th  of  Dec',  and  fent  to  W»,  jeftl'offir A. 
Keith  and  Mr,  Archibald  Douglas  to  advertife  the  queen  Dicit-VoUA. 
of  it,  like  as  they  did  at  their  audience.  She  promifed  the  ^^^'  ***- 
queen  your  majefty's  mother's  life  fhould  be  fpared  till 
wc  were  heard.     The  27th  they  came  to  Vare  to  me, 
the  which  day  Sir  Rob^  came  to  Vare,  where  they  (hewed 
us  how  far  they  had  already  gone  in  their  negociation, 
hut  for  that  the  difcourfe  of  it  is  fet  down  in  our  general 
letter,  I  remit  me  to  it,  only  this  far  I  will  tcftify  unto 

your 

Digftized  by  LjOOQIC 


428  APPENDIX,   N*L. 

your  majefty  that  W"^.  Keith  hath  ufed  himfelf  right  ho- 
oeftly  and  wifely  till  cur  coming,  refpeAing  all  circum* 
ftances,  and  chiefly  his  colleague  his  dealing,  which  indeed 
U  not  better  than  your  majefty  kqows  already. 

The  29th  day  of  Dec',  we  came  to  London,  wheic 
we  were  no  ways  friendly  received,  nor  after  the  honeft 
fort  it  has  pleafed  your  majefty  ufe  her  ambafladtMTs  ^  never 
man  fent  to  welcome  or  convey  os.  The  fame  day  we 
iinderftood  of  Mr.  de  Bellievre  his  leave  tal^en,  and  for 
that  the  cuftom  permitted  not  we  fent  our  excnfes  by  Mr. 
George  Young. 

The  I  ft  day  of  January,  W".  Keith  and  his  colleague 
according  to  the  cuftom  fent  to  crave  our  audience.  We 
received  the  anfwer  contained  in  the  general  letter^  and 
could  not  have  anfwer  till  the  6th  day,  what  was  done 
that  day  your  majefty  has  it  in  the  general,  yet  we  was  not 
out  of  efperance  at  that  time,  albeit  we  received  hard 
anfwers. 

The  8th  day  we  fpeak  with  the  earl  of  Leicefter,  where 
Our  conference  was,  as  is  fet  down  in  the  general.  I  re- 
marked this,  that  he  that  day  faid  plainly  the  detaining 
of  the  queen  of  Scotland  prifoner  was  for  that  fhc  pre- 
tended a  fucceffion  to  this  cfown.  Judge  then  by  this 
what  is  tho't  of  your  majefty,  as  ye  fhall  hear  a  little 
*fter. 

The  9th  day  we  fpeak  with  the  French  ambaflador, 
whom  we  found  very  plain  in  making  to  us  a  wife  difcoucfc 
of  all  his  proceedings,  and  Mr.  de  Bellievre  we  thanked 
him  in  your  majefty's  name,  and  opened  fuch  things  as 
we  had  to  treat  with  this  queen,  fave  the  laft  point,  as 
more  largely  fet  down  by  our  general.  • 

It  is  tho't  here,  and  fome  friends  of  your  majefty's  ad- 
vifed  me,  that  Bellievre  his  negociation  was  not^ffe^loal^ 
and  that  the  reiident  was  not  privy  to  it,  as  indeed  I 
think  is  true,  for  fince  Bellievre  his  perting,  there  is  a  talk 
of  this  Chafteauneuf  his  fervants  taken  with  his  whole 
papers  and  pacquets,  which  he  was  fending  in  France,  for 
tiaat  they  charge  him  with  a  conipiracy  of  late  againft  the 
queen  here  her  life.  It  is  alledged  his  Servant  has  W^ 
felTcd  the  matter,  but  whom  I  fhall  truft  I  know  not* 
but  till  I  fe^  proof  I  fliall  account  him  an  hosod  jnan, 
for  indeed  fo  he  appears,  and  one  (without  doubt)  who 
hath  been  very  inftant  in  this  matter,  J  ffi^wihim  tjiattbe 
queen  and  earl  of  Xieiceft^r  bad  defirpd  ta  If^9k  with  W 


Digitized  by 


Google 


APPEND  I  k,   N«l*  4^ 

in  private,  and  craved  his  opinion;  he  gave  it  freely  that 
he  tho't  it  meeteft,  I  (hew  him  the  reafon  why  I  commu* 
nicate  that  to  him,  for  that  I  had  been  fufpeflcd  by  fome 
of  her  majefty's  friends  in  France  to  have  done  evil  office* 
in  her  fervic^,  that  he  fhould  be  my  witnefs  that  my  earneft 
dealing  in  tfes  fhould  be  a  fufficient  teftimony  that  all  wai 
lies,  and  that  this  knave  Naue  who  now  had  betrayed  her, 
had  in  that  done  evil  offices:  he  defired  me,  feeing  (he  faw 
only  with  other  folks  eyes,  that  I  fhould  no  ways  impute 
it  to  her,  for  the  like  fhe  had  done  to  himfelf  by  Naue  his 
perfuafion.    I  anfweted  he  fhould  be  my  witnefs  in  that. 

The  pth  day  we  fent  to  court  to  crave  audience,  which 
we  got  the  loth  dayj  at  the  firfl,  fhe  faid  a  thing  long 
looked  for  fhould  be  welcome  when  it  comes,  I  would 
now  fee  your  mafler's  offers.  I  anfwered,  no  man  makes 
offers  but  for  fomc  caufe ;  we  would,  and  like  your  ma* 
jefly,  firfl  know  the  caufe  to  be  extant  for  which  we  offisr, 
and  likewife  that  it  be  extant  till  your  majefly  has  heard 
us.  I  think  it  be  extant  yet,  but  I  will  not  promife  for  an 
hour,  but  you  think  to  fhift  in  th^t  fort.  I  anfwered  we 
mind  not  to  fhift,  but  to  offer  from  our  fovereign  all  things 
that  with  reafon  may  be;  and  in  fpecial,  we  offered  as  i^ 
fet  down  in  our  general,  all  was  refufed  and  tho't  notbingi 
She  called  on  the  three  that  were  in  the  houfe,  the  earl 
of  Leicefler,  my  lord  admiral,  and  chamberlain,  and  verf 
defpitefully  repeated  all  our  offers  in  prefence  of  them  all. 
I  opened  the  lafl  part,  and  faid,  Madam,  for  what  refpeft  is 
it  that  men  deal  againfl  your  perfon  or  eflate  for  her  caufe  ? 
She  anfwered,  becaufe  they  think  fhe  fhall  fucceed  to  me, 
and  for  that  fhe  is  a  papifl;  appcaringly  faid  I  both  the 
caufes  may  be  removed,  fhe  faid  fhe  would  be  glad  to  un-* 
derfland  it.  If,  Madam,  faid  I,  all  that  flie  has  of  right 
of  fucceffion  were  in  the  king  our  fovereign' j<  petfon,  were 
hot  all  hope  of  papifts  removed  ?  She  anfwered,  I  hope 
fo,  Then,  madam,  I  think  the  queen  his  mother  fhall 
willingly  demit  all  her  rights  in  his  perfon.  She  anfwered 
flie  hath  no  right,  for  fhe  is  declared  Unhabil.  Tlicn  I 
faid,  if  fhe  have  no  right,  appearingly  the  hope  ceafes 
already,  fo  that  it  is  not  to  be  feared  that  any  man  attempt 
for  her.  The  queen  anfwered,  but  the  papifls  allow  not 
our  declaration;  then  let  it  fall,  fays  I,  in  the  king's  per- 
fon by  her  affignatjon.  The  earl  of  Leicefter  anfwered^ 
jhe  is  a  prifoner,  and  how  can  (he  demit?  I  anf^rered  the  de* 
mif&on  is  to  her  fon^  by  the  advice  of  all  the  <frtendd^fii^ 
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bas  in  Europe,  and  in  cafe,  as  God  forbid,  that  anr 
attempt  cuttis  the  queen  here  away,  who  fliall  party  witn 
her  to  prove  the  demiffion  or  afiignatton  to  be  inefFe^lua), 
her  fon  being  oppofite  party  and  having  all  the  princes  her 
friends  for  him,  having  bonded  for  the  efficacy  of  it  with 
his  majelly  of  before.     The  queen  made  as  (he  could  not 
comprehend  my  meaning,  and  fir  Rob^  opened  the  matter 
again,  (he  yet  made  as  tho'  (he  uilderftaod '  not.     So  the 
carl  of  Leiceiler  anfwered  that  our  meaning  was,  that 
jhe  king  fhould  be  put  in  his  mother's  place.    Is  it  fo,  the 
queen  anfwered,  then  I  put  myfelf  in  a  worfe  cafe  than  of 
before;  by  God's  paffion,  that  were  to  cut  my  own  throat, 
and  for  a  dutchy,  or  an  earldom  to  yoorfelf,  you  or  fuch 
as  you  would  caufe  fome  of  your  defperate  knaves  kill  me. 
No,  by  God,  he  {hall  never  be  in  that'place.     I  anfwered, 
he  craves  nothing  of  your  majefty  but  only  of  his  mother. 
The  Earl  of  Leicefler  anfwered  that  were  to  make  him 
party  to  the  queen  my  miflrefs.     I  faid,  he  will  be  far 
more  party,  if  he  be  in  her  place  thro'  her  death.     Sh^ 
would  flay  no  longer,  but  faid  (he  fliould  not  have  a  worfe 
in  his  mother's  place.     And  faid,  tell  your  king  what 
good  I  have  done  for  him  in  holding  the  crown  on  his 
head  fince  he  was  born,  and  that  I  mind  to  keep  the  league 
that  now  (lands  between  us,  and  if  he  break  it  (hall  be 
%  double  fault,  and  with  this  minded  to  have  bidden  us 
a  farewell  J  but  we  atchevit  [i.e.  finifhed  arguing  upon 
this  point].    And  I  fpak^  craving  of  her  that  her  life  may 
be  fparedfor  15  days*,  (he  refufed.     Sir  Rob^  craved  for 
only  eight  days,  (he  faid  not  for  an  hour;  and  fo  geid  her 
aw^y.     Your  majefty  fees  we  have  delivered  all  we  had 
for  offers,  but  all  is  for  nothing,  for  (lie  and  her  councel 
*         has  laid  a  determination  that  they  mind  to  follow  forth,  and 
I  fee  it  comes  rather  of  her  councel  than  herfelf,  which  I  like 
the  worfe  J  for  without  doubt,  fir,  it  (hall  cut  off  all  friend- 
ihip  ye  had  here.^  Altho'  it  were  that  once  they  had  meaned 
well  to  your  majefty,  yet  remembering  themfelves,  that 
they  have  mcdled  with  your  mother's  blood,  good  faith 
they  cannot  hope  great  good  of  yourfelf,  a  thing  in  truth 
I  am  forry  forj  further  your  majefty  may  perceive  by 
this  laft  difcourfe  of  that  I  proponit,  if  they  had  meaned 
^«U  to  your  majefty,  they  had  ufed  it  otherwife  than  they 
have  done,  for  reafon  has  bound  them.     But  I  dare  not 
write  all.     I  mind  fomething  to  fpeak  in  this  matter,  bc- 
«aufe  we  look  (hurly  our  letters  (hall  be  trulTit  by  the  way. 
s:6  For 
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For  that  I  fee  private  credit  nor  no  means  can  altef 
tlieir  deterxnination,  altho'  the  queen  again  and  the  earl  of 
Leicefter  has  defired  to  fpeak  with  me  in  particular;  I 
mind  not  to  fpeak,  nor  (hall  not;  but  affuredly  Ihall  let 
all  men  fee  that  I  in  particular  was  no  ways  tyed  to  Eng* 
land,  but  fot  the  refpeft  of  your  majefty's  fervice.  So 
albeit,  at  this  time,  I  could  not  efFsctuate  that  I  defired, 
yet  my  upright  dealing  in  it  (hall  be  manifefted  to  the 
world.  We  are,  God  willing,  then  to  crave  audience^ 
where  we  mind  to  ufe  fliarply  our  inftruftions,  which 
hitherto  we  have  ufed  very  calmly,  for  we  can,  for  your 
honour's  caufe,  fay  no  lefs  for  your  majefty,  than  the  French 
ambaffador  has  faid  for  his  mafter. 

So  I  pray  your  majefty  confider  my  upright  dealing  in 
your  fervice,  and  not  the  effedl,  for  had  it  been  doable 
[i.  e.  poflible  to  be  done]  by  any  I  might  have  here  had 
credit,  but  being  I  came  only  for  that  caufe  I  will  not  my 
credit  fhall  ferve  here  to  any  further  purpofe.  I  pray 
God  preferve  your  majefty  and  fend  you,  a  true  and  fincere 
friendfhip.     From  London  this  I2th  of  Jan.  1586. 

I  UNDERSTAND  the  quccn  is  to  fend  one  of  her  own  to 
your  majefty. 

To  the  right  hon.  my  lord  vice-chancellor  and  fecre- 
tary  to  his  Majefty,  from  the  mafl:er  of  Gray. 

Ti/rT  lord,  I  fend  you  thefe  lines  with  this  inclofed  to  nth  Jan. 
^■^  his  majefty,  whereby  your  lordfliip  fhall  underftand  ^5^?-    .^" 
how  matters  goes  here.    And  before  all  things  I  pray  your  ^he^ialieS. 
lordfhip  move  his  majefty  to  refpeft  my  diligence,  and  of  sir  A. 
not  the  efFeO:  in  this  negociation,  for  I  fwear  if  it  had  ^^^f\  ^^' 
been  for  the  crown  of  England  to  myfelf  I  could  do  no     *  ** '  '^'* 
more,  and  let  not  unfriends  have  advantage  of  me,  for 
the  world  ftiall  fee  that  I  loved  England  for  his  majefty's 
fervice  only.    I  look  (hortly  to  find  your  lordftiip  friend  as 
ye  made  promife,  and  by  God  I  fiiall  be  to  you  if  I  can. 
W".  Keith  and  I  devyfet,  if  matters  had  gone  well,  to  have 
run  a  courfe  that  your  lordftiip  might  have  here  been  in 
credit  and  others  difappointed,  but  now  I  will  do.  for  you 
as  for  myfelf;  which  is  to  care  for  no  credit  here,  for  in 
confcience  they  mean  not  honeftly  to  the  king  our  fove- 
reign,  and  if  they  may*,  he  will  go  the  get  his  mother  is 
gone  or  (hortly  to  go,  therefore  my  lord  without  all  kind 
of  fcruple  I  pray  you  to  advife  him  the  beft  is  not  this  way. 

They 
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Thef  fey  here,  that  It  has  becrt  faid  by  ottc  who  hcarf 
it  from  you,  that  ye  defircd  not  the  king  and  England  to 
agree,  bccaufe  it  would  rack  the  nobleman,  and  gave  an 
example  of  it  by  king  James'  the  fourth  I  anfwered  irt 
your  riame  that  I  was  aflured  you  never  had  fpoken  it.  Mf* 
Archibald  is  the  fpeaker  of  it,  who  I  aflure  your  lordihip 
has  been  a  poifon  in  this  matter,  for  they  lean  very  mickle 
to  his  opinion.  He  cares  not,  he  fays,  for  at  length  the 
king  will  be  fain  to  deal  this  way,  either  by  fair  means  or 
lieceflity,  fo  that  when  he  deals  this  courfe  he  is  aflured  to 
be  welcome  5  to  fet  down  all  that  is  paft  of  the  like  pur- 
fofes,  it  would  con  fume  more  paper  than  I  have  here,  fo 
I  defer  it  to  meeting.  There  is  a  new  confpiracy  alledged 
againft  the  queen  to  have  been  intended,  for  the  French 
ambafFador  refident  three  of  his  men  taken,  but  I  think 
in  the  end  it  fhall  prove  nothing.  Mr.  StaiFord  who  is 
ambaflador  for  this  queen  in  France,  is  touched  with  it,  his 
brother  is  taken  here,  always  it  has  done  this  harm  in  our 
negociation,  that  all  this  council  would  not  move  this 
queen  to  meddle  with  the  queen  of  Scotland's  blood,  till 
this  invention  was  found  forth.  I  remit  all  other  things 
to  the  inclofed;  We  minded  to  have  fent  to  his  majefty 
a  difcourfe,  which  we  have  fet  down  of  all  our  proceed- 
ings fince  our  hither  coming,  but  we  are  fureJy  advertized 
that  the  bearer  is  to  be  truffed  by  the  way  for  our  pac- 
quets,  fo  that  we  defer  it  till  our  own  coming;  this  I  have 
put  in  a  privy  part  befide  the  pacquet.  We  fhall  I  think 
take  leave  on  Fryday  the  13th  day,  where  we  mind  ex- 
a£bly  to  follow  the  rigour  of  our  inftru^lions,  for  it  can- 
not (land  with  the  king's  honour  that  we  fay  lefs  than 
the  French  ambaflador,  which  was,  le  roy  mon  maiftrc  ne 

feult  moins  faire  que  fe  refentir.  So  that  about  the  24th 
think  we  Ihall,  God  willing,  be  at  home,  except  that  feme 
ftay  come  which  we  look  not  for.  The  queen  and  the 
carl  of  Leicefter  has  defired  to  fpeak  with  me.  I  refufcd 
fave  in  prefence  of  my  colleagues,  by  reafon  I  fee  a  deter- 
mination which  particular  credit  cannot  help,  and  I  crave 
no  credit  but  for  that  caufe.  It  will  pleafe  your  lordfliip 
retire  the  inclofed  from  his  majefty  and  keep  it.  So  after 
my  fervice  commended  to  yourfelf  and  bedfellow,  I  com- 
mit you  to  God.    From  London  the  12th  of  Jan.  1586. 


To 
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To  the  king's  majefty/from  fir  Robert  Mthil. 

IT  may  pleafe  your  majefty,  fince  the  dire^on  of  our  2or1i]«i. 
-*"  former  letters,  we  bad  audience,  and  ner  majefty  ap-  1586.    Aa 
peared  to  take  our  overture*  m  good  p*art  in  prefence  of  J^'*'^*^  "* 
Iier  council ;  albeit  no  offers  could  take  place  with  them,  Y^adl\  iht 
having  taken  refolution  to  proceed  with  extremity,  not  the  coiie6t.  of  fir 
lefs  it  pleafed  her  majefty  to  defire  us  to  ftay  for  two  days  tH*^X^* 
on  taking  otir  leave,  unfill  (he  had  advifed  upon  our  pro«< 
portions  }  fmce  which  time,  her  majefty  is  become  more 
hard  by  fome  letters  (as  we  are  informed)  has  come  from 
Scotland,  making  fome  hope  to  believe  that  your  majefty 
takes  not  this  matter  to  heart,  as  we  kYiow  the  contrary 
in  efFeft,  and  had  of  before  removed  the  like  opinion  out 
of  her  majefty's  mind,  which  by  finifter  information  was 
credited,  thir  reports  has  hindered  our  commiflion,  and 
abufed  this  queen,  fearing  in  like  manner  we  fhall  be  ftay- 
ed  until  anfwer  come  from  Scotland  by  fuch  perfon  as 
they  have  intelligence  of.      And  albeit  that  it  will  be  welt 
enough  known  to  all  men  how  heavily  your  majefty  takes 
this  proceeding  to  heart,  the  truth  is,  that  they  have  by 
this  occaCon  fo  perfua^td  the  queen,  that  it  is  like  to  hin- 
der cur  negotiation.     As  alfo  Alchinder  (i.  e.  Alexander) 
Steward  is  to  be  diredled  in  their  party,  by  out  know- 
ledge,  wlio  has  awantyt  more  of  his  credit,  than  I  believe 
he  may  perform,  and  we  willed  him  to  defift  from  this  deaU 
ing,  faying  it  does  harm,  and  he  is  not  meet  for  that  pur* 
pofe,  remitting  to  your  majefty's  good  difcretion  to  take 
order  herein  as  we  fiball  be  anfwerable  to  your  majefty  not 
to  omit  any  point  we  have  in  charge,  as  the  truth  is,  the 
mafter  of  Grhaye  has  behaved  himfelf  very  uprightly  and    "• 
difcr^etlyin  this  charge,  and  evil  tayne  with  he  divers  in 
thefe  parts  who  were  of  before  his  friends.    We  have  been 
behalding  to  the  menftrals  who  has  born  us  beft  cooKpany, 
but  has  not  been  troubled  with  others.     Wylzeme  ]Kethe 
tath  left  notliing  undone  that  he  had  in  charge.     As  for 
mafter  Atchibald  he  has  promifed  at  all  times  to  do  his  de- 
Woyr,  wherein  he  iliall  find  true  report  made  to  your  ma- 
jefty, craving  pardon  of  your  majefty  that  I  have  been  fo 
tedious,  after  I  have  kifTed  your  majcfty's  hand  I  humbly 
take  my  leave.     Prarying  God  to  grant  your  majefty  many 
good  days  and  happy,  in  whofe  proteftion  I  commit  your 
majefty  at  London,  the  2oth  of  Jan.  1586. 
Vol.  III.    .  Ff  SIR, 
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ALBEIT.  Mailer  George  has  not  been  in  commiiliofif 
he  is  not  inferior  in  his  fervicc  to  any  of  us^  as  well  by  his 
good  advice  and  diligent  care  he  takes  for  the  advance- 
ment of  your  fervicei  wherein  we  have  not  been  a  htAc 
'  furthered. 

io  the  king's  majefty,  from  the  mafter  of  Gray  asd 
fir  Robert  Melvill. 

tiift  ]m.  V)LEASE  it  your  majefty  in  die  laft  audience  we  had, 
»586.  ^  An  X  g^^  Q^y  jaft  advertifement  by  W™.  Murray^  we 
5b?coii«S.  fi"^^  ^'^  majefty  at  the  refuming  our  oficrs  fomething  mi- 
of  fir  A.  tigated,  and  inclined  to  confider  more  deeply  of  them,  be- 
2"f  i^°go  ^^^^  ^^'^  8°'  ^^^  leave,  at  our  reafoning,  certain  of  the 
'  ^ '  *  *  counc!',  namely,  my  lord  of  Leicefter,  fir  Chriftopher  Ba- 
ton, my  lord  Hunfdocr,  and  my  lord  Hawart  being  prefent 
in  the  chamber,  csive  little  fhow  of  any  great  contentment 
to  have  her  from  her  former  refolution,  now  cafiin  in,pcr- 
plexitie  what  ihe  fiiould  do,  alwavs  we  left  her  in  that 
ilate,  and  fince  we  have  daily  preiled  conference  with  the 
whole  council,  which  tcr  this  hour  we  have  not  yet  obtain- 
ed. This  day  we  have  fent  down  to  crave  out  leave. 
The  greateft  hinder  which  o«r  negotiation  has  found  hi- 
ilieito  is  a  perfuafion  they  have  here  that  either  your  ma- 
]e(ly  deals  fuperiicially  in  this  matter,  or  that  with  time 
ye  may  be  moved  to  digeft  it,  which  when  with  great  dif- 
ficuhy  we  had  expugnit,  we  find  anew  that  certain  fetters 
^  written  to  them  of  late  from  Scotland  has  found  fome 
place  of  credit!  with  them  in  our  contrare.  So  that  refdv- 
ing  now  to  clear  them  of  that  dovbt  by  a  fpecial  meflage, 
they  have  made  choice  of  fir  Alexander  Stewart  to  try 
yourhlghfiefs's  meaning  in  it,  and  to  perfuade  yo«r  majefty 
to  like  of  their  proceedings,  wherefrom  no  terror  wc  can 
fay  out  unto  him  is  able  to  divert  him,  he  has  given  out 
that  he  has  credit  with  your  majefty,  and  that  he  doubts 
not  to  help  tliis  matter  at  your  highnefs's  hand*  If  he 
come  there  thai  errand,  we  dimk  yovr  majefty  will  not 
overfee  the  great  difgrace  that  his  attempts  iiall  give  us 
here,  if  he  be  not  time  order  with  before  that  he  be  further 
heard,  and  if  fo  be  that  any  other  be  direded  (as  our 
intelligence  give»  us  there  (ball)  our  humble  fuit  is  to 
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ybur  thtijefty,  that  it  may  plcafe  your  highnefs  to  liear  of 
Us  what  we  find  here,  and  at  what  poiilt  We  leave  thU 
matter  with  her  majefty,  before  that  they  find  accidence^ 
the  caufes  whcrebf  remitting  to  our  private  letters.  W« 
tommit  ybur  itiajcfty  for  the  prefent  to  God's  etcrhal  pro^ 
te£Bom    FromLdndon  this  2i(t  of  Jan.  1586/ 


No:  LI.  (Vol.  m.  p.  65.) 

Copy  of  a  letter  from  the  earU  of  ShrtwAut^ 
and  Kent,  &:c.  toilching  their  proceedings  with 
regard  to  the  death  of  the  Scottiih  queen,  to 
her  majefty^s  couticil. 

Vt  may  pleafc  yout  hon****  good  lordfliips  to  be  adver- 
-^  tifcd,  that,  on  Saturday  the  4th  of  this  pfefent,  1  Ro* 
hert  Beale  came  to  the  hoUfe  of  me  the  earl  of  Kent  in  the 
county  of  — »^*-  to  whom  your  lordfhip's  letter  and  meffage 
Was  delivcfcdi  and  her  majcfty's  commifnon  (hewn ;  where- 
upon I  the  earl  forthwith  fcilt  precepts  for  the  (laying  of 
fuch  hues  atld  crie  as  had  troubled  the  country,  requiring 
the  officers  to  make  (lay  of  all  fuch  perfons,  as  (hould 
bring  any  fUch  warrants  without  nahies,  as  before  had 
been  doiie,  and  to  bring  them  to  the  next  judice  of  peace> 
to  the  Intent  Chat,  upon  their  examination,  the  occafion 
And  taufes  of  fuch  feditious  bruites  might  be  bolted  out 
and  kno\iirn«  It  was  alfo  refolved  that  I  the  faid  earl  of 
)Cent  fliouldi  on  the  Monday  following,  come  to  Lylford 
to  Mr.  Elmes,  to  be  the  nearer  and  readier  to  confer  with  « 
my  lord  of  SlutWlbury*  Sunday  at  night,  I  Roberf 
Beale  came  to  Fotlictingay,  where  after  the  communicat- 
ing the  commiffion,  &e.  unto  us  fir  Amice  Pawlet  and  (ir 
Drue  Druty,  by  reafon  that  fir  A.  Pawlet  was  but  late  re^ 
covered  and  not  atd^  to  repair  to  the  earl  of  Shrewsbury, 
being  then  at  Onon,  fix  miles  off^  it  was  thought  ^d 
that  we  fir  Drue  Druty  and  Robert  Beale  (hould  go  Unto 
him,  which  we  did  on  —-1^  morning }  and  tc^etlicr  with 
the  deUvefy  of  her  mtjeftj's  commii&on,  and  yitiir  lord'^ 
(htp'8  letter  imparted  unto  him  what  both  the  earl  c£  Ejent 
and  we  thought  m^t  to  be  done  in  thc^eadbp  praying 
his  lordOiip  hither  the  day  fotlowin^,  to  cq^r  with  ine 
the  faid  earli  ccAccmi^g  ihe  (waac,  wUch  his  lordihip 
F  f  a  j^romifed« 
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t>roi1iifed.  And  for  the  better  colouring  of  the  matter,  I 
thefaid  earl  of  Shrewlbury  fent  to  Mr.  Beale,  a  jufticeof 
peace  of  the  county  of  Huntingdon  next  adjoining,  to 
Vhom  I  communicated  that  warrant,  which  Robert  Beale 
had  undfir  your  lordfliip's  hand$,  for  the  (laying  of  the 

-  hues  and  cries,  requiring  him  to  give  notice  thereof  to 
the  town  of  Peterborough,  and  efpecially  unto  the  juftices 
of  peace  of  Huntingdonfliire,  and  to  caufe  the  purfuers 
and  bringers  of  fuch. warrants  to  be  ftayed,  and  brought 
to  the  next  jufticc  of  peace  •,  and  to  bring  us  word  to  Fo- 
tberingay  caille  on  Wednesday  morning  what  he  had  done, 
and  what  he  Ihould  in  the  mean  time  underftand  of  the 
authors  of  fuch  bruites.  "Wliich  like  order,  I  alfo  fir 
Amias  Pawlet  had  taken  on  Monday  morning  in  this  town, 
and  other  places  adjoining.  The  fame  night,  the  fheriff 
of  the  cpunty  of  Northampton  upon  the  receipt  of  your 
lordfliip's  letter  came  to  Arundel,  and  letters  were  fent 
to  mc  the  earl  of  Kent  of  the  earl  of  Shrew(bury's  in- 
tention and  meeting  here  on  Tuefday  by  noon ;  and  other 
letters  were  alfo  fent  with  their  lordfliips  aflent  to  fir 
^  Edward  Montagu,  fir  Richard  Knightly,  Mr.  Tho.  Bru- 

denell,  &c.  to  be  here  on  Wednefday  by  eight  of  the 
clock  in  the  morning,  at  which  time  it  was  thought  meet 
that  the.  execution  fhould  be.  So  upon  Tuefday,  we  the 
earls  came  hither,  where  the  (heriff  met  us ;  and  upon 
conference  between  us  it  was  refolved,  that  the  care  for 
the  fending  for  the  furgeons,  and  other  neceffary  provifion 
fhould  be  committed  unto  him  againft  the  time.  And  we 
forthwith  repaired  unto  her,  and  firft  in  the  prefence  of 
herfelf  and  her  folks,  to  the  intent  that  they  might  fee 
and  report  hereafter  that  fhe  was  not  otherwife  proceeded 
with  than  according  to  law,  and  the  form  of  the  ftatute 
made  in  the  Oi'jth  year  of  her  majefty's  reign,  it  was  thought 
convenient  that  her^  majefty's  conimiffion  fliould  be  read 
uttto  her,  and  afterwarth  (he  was  by  fundry  fpeeclics 
willed  to  prepare  herfelf  /  againll  the  next- morning.  She 
was  alfo  put  in  remembrance  of  her  fault,  the  honourable 
manner  of  proceeding  with  herj  and*  the  neceflity  that  was 
impofed.  upon  her  majefty  to  proceed  to  execution,  for 

'  that  otherwife  it  was  found  that  they  could  not  both  ftand 
together  5  and  however,-  fithence  tlie  lord  Backhurft*8  his 
being' here  new  confpiracys  were 'attetnpted,  and  fo  woud 
be  mil  i  wherefore  fince  (he  had  now  a  good  while  fine 

\watning,  by  -rite  faid  lord  and  RobeK  Beale,  'to  think 

'*  upoa 
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Upon  and  prepare  herfdf  to  die,  we  doubted  not  but  that 
(he  was,  before  this^  fettled,  and  therefore  would  accept 
this  mefiage  in  good  part.  And  to  the  tSkGt  that  no  chrif* 
tian  duty  miglit  be  faid  to  be  omittedi  that  mrght  be  for 
her  comfort,  and  tend  to  the  f.ilvation  both  of  her  body 
and  foul  in  the  world  to  come,  we  offered  unto  her  that 
if  it  would  pleafe  her  to  confer  with  die  bilhop  and  dean 
pf  Peterborough,  (he  might  *,  wliich  dean,  we  had,  for  that 
purpofe,  appointed  to'' be  lodged  within  one  mile  of  that 
place.     Hereto  flie  replied,  crofling  hcrfelf  in  the  name  of 
the  Father,  the  Son,  and  the  Holy  Ghoft,  faying  that  (ha 
was  ready  to  die  in  the  catholic  Roman  faith,  which  her 
anceilors  had  profefied,  from  which. (he  would  not  be  re- 
moved.     And  albeit  we  ufed  many  perfuafions  to  the  con<* 
trary,   yet  we  prevailed  nothing  \  and   therefore,  when 
ihe  demanded  the  admittance  of  her  prieft,  we  utterly  de« 
nied  that  unto  her.     HercMpon,  fhe  demanded  to  under- 
ftand  what  anfwer  we  had  touching  her  former  petition  to 
her  majelly,  concerning  her  papers  of  accounts,  and  the 
bellowing  of  her  body.     To  the  firft  we  had  none  other 
anfwer  to  make,  but  that  we  thought  if  they  were  not 
feat  before,  the  fame  might  be  in  Mr.  Waade's  cuftody, 
who  was  now  in  France,  and  feeing  her  papers  could  not 
any  wife  pleafure  her  majefty,  we  doubted  not  but  that  the 
fame  would  be  delivered  unto  fuch  as  (he  (hould  appoint. 
For,  for  our  own  parts,  we  undoubtedly  thought  that  her 
majefty  would  not  make  any  profit  of  her  things,  and 
therefore  (in  our  opinions)  ihe  might  fet  down  what  ihe 
would  have  done,  and  the  fame  fiiould  be  imparted  unto 
her  majefty,  of  whom  both  the  and  others  might  expefl 
all  courtefy.     Touching  her  body,  we  knew"  not  her  ma- 
jefty's  pleafure,  and  therefore  could  neither  fay  that  her 
petition  iliould  be  denied,  or  granted.  For  the  pradlice  of 
Babington,  (he  utterly  denied  it,  and  would  have  infened  it 
that  her  death  was  for  her  religion  ;  whereunto  it  was  eft-« 
fooiis  by  us  replied,  that  for  many  years  ihe  was  not 
touched  for  religion,   nor  (hould  have  been  now,  but 
that  this  proceeding,  againft  her  was  for  treafon,  in  that 
(lie  v^as  culpable  of  that  horrible  con fpiracy  fpr  deftroying 
her  majefty'^  perfon  -,  which  (he  again  denied,  adding  fur«p 
ther  that  albeit  ihe  for  herfelf  forgave  them  that  were  the 
procurers  of  her  death,  yet  (he  doubted  not  but  that  God 
would  take  yejigeance  thereof.     And  being  charged  with  . 
the  depodtious  of  Naue  and  Curie  to  proye  it  again(t  herj 
Ff3  (b« 
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fte  replied,  that  ibe  aceufed  none,  but  that  hereafter  whcQ 
ihe  (halt  be  dead,  and  they  remain  alive,  it  ihsrii  be  feen 
how  indtiFerendy  (he  hadbeen  dealt  with,  and  whatmea* 
fare  iiad  been  ufed  unto  her  $  and  a(ked  whedier  it  had 
been  heard  before  this,  that  fervants  had  been  pradifed  to 
accufe  their  miilreft,  and  heretipon  alfo  required  what 
was  become  of  them,  apd  where  they  remained. 

Ubom  our  departure  from  her,  for  that  it  feemed  by  the 
eommiflion,  that  the  charge  of  her  was  in  the  difpofitioii 
of  us  the  earls,  we  required  S.  Amias  Panlet  and  S.  Dnie 
'  Drurie,  to  receive,  fpr  that  night,  the  charge  which  they 
Iiad  before,  and  to  caufe  the  whole  number  of  foldiers  tQ 
watch  that  night,  and  that  her  folks  (hould  be  put  up,  and 
take  order  that  only  four  of  them  ihould  be  at  the  txtvJH 
f  ion,  remaining  aloof  of  and  guarded  with  certain  perfons 
fo  as  they  fhould  not  conie  near  unto  her,  whioh  were 
Melvill  her  fteward,  the  phyfician^  furgeon,  and  apothe^ 
Ijary. 

Wednesday  momii^g,  after  that  we  the  ear}^  were  rev 
paired  unto  the  caftle,  and  the  (hcriff  h^d  prep^ired  all 
things  ill  the  hail  for  the  execution,  he  was  eommanded 
to  go  into  her  chamber,  and  to  bring  her  down  to  the  place 
where  were  prefent,  we  which  have  Ogped  this  letter,  MTi 
llenry  Talbot,  efq.  fir  Edwatd  Moncague|  knt.  his  fon 
afid  heir  apparenti  and  William  Montague  his  brother, 
fir  Richard  Knicbtly,  knt.  Mr.  Thomas  Brudenell,  Mr, 
BeulU,  Mr.  {(.obett  and  John  Wingefield,  Mr.  Forreft, 
and  Rayner,  Benjamin  riggpt,  Mr*  ])ean  of  Peterbo* 
rough,  and  others. 

At  the  ftairfold,  fiie  paufed  to  fpeak  to  Melvil  in  ou^ 
hearing,  which  was  to  this  efied,  *^  Melvil,  as  thou  haft 
been  an  horif  ft  fervant  to  me,  fo  I  pray  thee  continue  to, 
ifny  fon,  and  copimepd  me  unto  him*  I  haye  not  impiign'd 
his  religion,  nor  the  religion  of  others,  bpt  wi{h  him  well, 
And  as  I  forgive  all  that  haye  offended  me  in  8cotlaud,  fp 
I  would  that  he  (hould  alfo  ;  and  befeech  God,  that  b^ 
would  fend  him  his  Hply  Spirit,  and  illuminate  him." 
Mehril's  anfwer  vr^^^  that  lie  would  fo  do,  and  at  that  in^ 
ftant  he  would  befeech  God  to  afiift  him  with  his  fpirit. 
Then  Ihe-demanded  tp  fpeak  with  her  prieft,  whi^rh  was 
denied  unto  her,  the  rather  for  that  ihe  came  with  a  fu- 
perftitious  pair  of  beads  and  a  crucifix.  She  then  defired 
to  haye  her  wpmen  to  help  her,  and  upon  her  ean^cit  re- 
^ueft|  an4  facing  th9(  yvhen  pt:h?r  gentlewomen  were  ex* 
-   '       '  CGUted, 
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€cuted«  Ae.  h^d  read  in  chronicles  tbaC  tbey  iiad/>voiiiq^ 
allowed  itmo  them^  it  was  permitted  that  fiie  (hould  have 
two  named  by  berielf,  which  were  Mrs*  Curie  and  Ken^ 
uedy.  After  fhe  came  to  the  fcaSbkl,  firil  in  'prefence  of 
them  all*  her  majefty's  commiflion  was  openly  read  ;'an4 
afterwards  Mr.  Dean  of  Peterborough,  according  to  a  dir 
re£kion  which  he  had  Teceivedt  the  night  be£Dre»  front  us 
the  earlS)  wou'd  have  made  a  godly  admonition  to  her*  t^ 
repent  and  die  well  in  the  fear  of  God  and  charity  to  thf 
world*  But  at  the  firft  entry,  ihe  utterly  refvfed  it,  fajfw 
ing  that  (he  was  a  catholique,  and  that  it  were  a  folly  t# 
move  her  being  fo  refolutely  minded,  and  that  our  pr^y* 
ers  would  little  avail  her.  Whereupoo,  to  the  intent  If, 
might  appear  that  we,  and  the  whole  aflembly,  had  a  chrifr 
tian  defire  to  have  her  die  well,  a  godly  prayer,  conceived 
by  Mr^  Dean,  was  read  and  pronounced  by  us  all.  ^*  That 
it  would  pleafe  Almighty  God  to  fend  her  his  Holy  Spirit 
and  grace,  and  alfo,  if  it  were  his  will,  to  pardon  all  bfSf 
offences,  and  of  his  mercy  to  receii^e  her  into  his  .heavenly 
and  everlafting  kingdom,  and  finally  to  blefs  her  ^ic^eft}, 
and  confound  all  her  enemies '"  whereof  Mr.  Dean  mind- 
ing to  repair  up  (hortly,  can  fliew  your  lordihips  a  copy. 

This  done,  ihe  protiounceii  a  prayer  upon  her  h\^ 
to  this  cffe£l,  *<  to  befeech  God  to  fend  her  his-i^^ly 
Spirit,  and  that  ihe  trufted  to  receive  her  falvation  in^his 
blood,  and  of  his  grace  to  be  received  into  his  king4om;i 
befought  God  to  forgive  her  enemies,  as  ihe  focg^ve 
them;  and  to  turn  his  wrath  from  this  landf  to  hkis'the 
queen's  majeftie,  that  (he  might  ferve  him.  Likfwife.  to 
be  merciful  to  her  fon,  to  have  compaiSon  of  his  church, 
and  altho'  (he  was  not  worthy  to  be  beardf  yet  ilie  had  a 
confidence  in  his  mercy,  and  prayed  all  the  faints  id  pray 
unto  her  Saviour  to  receive  her."  After  this(tun]ing  tqt 
wards  her  fervants)  ihe  delired  them  to  pray  for  her,  that 
her  Saviour  would  receive  her.  Then,  upon  petition  niade 
by  the  executioners,  ihe  pardoned  them  \  and  faid,  'ihe 
was  glad  that  the  end  of  aU  her  fbrrows  was  Co  near.  Then 
file  difliked  the  whinning  and  weeping  of  her  women,  fa yt 
ing  that  they  rather  ou^t  to  thank  God  for  her  t^lblu^ 
tion,  and  lufling  them»  imlled  them  to  depart  from  the 
fcaffold,  and  farewelL  Andfo  refolutely  kneeled  iowxi^ 
and  having  a  kercheff  banded  about  her  eyes,  laid  d9Wi^ 
her  neck,  wheceupon  the  executiooer  proceeded;  Her 
iervants  were ineontinffiatlyremov^' and  orderi^^  that 

Ff4  ,  none 
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»©•%€  Ihduld  approach  unto  her  corps,  but  that  it  flioull 
be  dmbtlmcd  by  the  furgcon  appointed.  And  further  her 
eroSky  appard>  and  other  things  are  retained  here,  and 
not  yielded  unto  the  executioner  for  inconveniences  that 
might  follov,  but  he  i$  remitted  to  be  rewarded  by  fuch 
as  fcnt  Mm  hither. 

•  This  hath  been  the  manner  of  our  dealings  in  thi,? 
fenricc,  whereof  we  have  thought  gobd  to  advertife  your 
lordihips,  as  particularly,  as  we  could,  for  the  time,  and 
further  hate  thought  good  to  fignify  unto  your  lordfliip? 
^fides,  that  for  the  avoiding  of  all  finifter  ^nd  flanderous 
reports  that  may  be  raifcd  to  the  contrary,  wc  have  caufed 
t  note  thereof  ^  be  conceived  to  the  fame  effed  in  writ- 
ing, which  we  the  faid  lords  have  fubfcribed,  with  the 
liands  of  fuch  other  there  the  knights  and  gentlemen  above 
named  that  were  prcfent  at  the  adion.  And  fo  befcech- 
ing  alxighty  God  long  to  blefs  her  majefty  with  a  moTS: 
profpcrous  reign,  and'  to  confound  all  his,  and  her  encr 
fnies,  wc  take  our  leaves.  From  Fotherjngay-caftle,  the 
gthof  February  1586,  in  haft. 

Tour  lordihips  at  commandment. 

N.  B.  This,  as  well  as  feyeral  other  papers  in  this  Ap^ 
pendix,  is  taken  from  a  coUeftidn'madc  by  Mr. 
Crawfurd  of  Drumfoy,  hiftoriographer  to  queen 
Annej  now  in  the  library  qf  the  faculty  of  Advor 
eates.^  Mr.  Crawford^s  tranfcriber  has  omitted  to 
wention  the  book  in  the  (pott.  Lib.  where  it  is  to  be 

No.  LII.    (Vol.  m.  p,  70,) 

^hc  ,obj.eftion$  ,;*gainft  Mr.  Davifon,  in  the  caufe 
of  the  late  Sc.ot|ti(h  queen,  muil  concern  things 
done  dthjer,  j^  Before  her  trial  at  Fotheringay. 
^.  During  that  feiSon.     3*  After  the  fame. 

Ctcf.  lib.     t.  T>£FOR£  her  trial,  h«, neither  is,  nor  can  be  charged 
C4*  C.  I.  -O  to  have  had  any  hand  at  all  in  the  caufe  of  the 

^id  queen,  or  done  any  thing  whatfoever  concerning  the 
fame  direftly  or  indiredly. 

1.  During  that  ftffion,  he  remained  at  court,  ^ere 
die  onlyintereft  he  hi>d  dierein,  was  as  her  majefty'sfe* 

^ ,     cretary, 
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cretary,  to  receive  the  letters  from  the  commiflSoncts,  !m«  . , 

part  them  to  her  highnefs,  and  return  them  her  anfwers. 
3.  After  the  return  thence,  of  the  faid  commiffionersj 
k  is  well  known  to  all  her  council, 

f .  That  he  never  was  at  any  deliberation  or  meeting 
whatfoever,  in  parliament,  or  council,  concerning  tlie 
caufe  of  the  faid  queen,  till  the  fending  down  of  her  ma* 
jelly's  warrant  unto  the  commiffidners,  by  the  lords  and 
others  of  her  council. 

2  That  he  was  no  party  in  figning  the  fentence  pifT-* 
ed  againft  her. 

3.  That  he  never  penned  either  the  proclamation 
publifliing  the  fame,  the  warrant  after  her  death,"^  not 
any  other  letter,  or  thing  whatfoever  concerning  the 
fame.     And, 

That  tlie  only  thing  which  can  be  fpecially  and  truly 
imputed  to  him,  is  the  carrying  up  the  faid  warrant  unto 
her  majefty  to  be  figned.  She  fending  a  great  counfellor 
uijto  him,  with  her  pleafure  to  that  end,  and  carrying  it 
to  th«  great  feal  of  England,  by  her  own  fpecial  direftion 
and  commandment,    - 

For  the  better  clearing  of  which  truth,  it  is  evident, 

1.  That  the  letter,  being  penned  by  the  lord  treafurer, 
was  delivered  by  him  unto  Mr.  Davifon,  with  her  ma* 
jelly's  own  privity,  to  be  ready  for  to  fign,  when  Ihc 
fliould  be  pleafed  to  tall  for  it. 

2.  That  being  in  his  hands,  he  retained  it  at  the  leaft 
five  or  fix  weeks  unprefented,  nor  once  offering  to  carry 
it  up,  till  Ihe  fent  a  great  counfellor  unto  him  for  the 
fame,  and  was  fliarply  reproved  therefor  by  a  great  peer, 
in  her  majefty's  own  prefcnce. 

3.  That  having  figned  it,  {he  gave  him  an  exprefs 
commandment  to  carry  it  to  the  feal,  and  being  fealed 
to  fend  it  immediately  away  unto  the  commiffioners,  ac- 
cording to  the  direftion.  Herfelf  appointing  the  hall  of 
Fotheringay  for  the  place  of  execution,  mifliking  the 
court-yard,  in  divers  refpefts,  and  in  conclufion  abfor 
hitely  forteid  hirti  to  trouble  her  any  farther,  or  let  her 
hear  any  more  hereof,  till  it  was  done.  She,  for  her 
part,  having  (as  (he  faid)  performed  all  that,  in  law  or 
yeafon,  o^uld  be  required  of  her. 

4.  Which 
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4,  Which  dircdlions  notwithftanding>  he  kept  the 
warrant  fealed  all  that  night>  and  the  greateft  part  of  tlie 
next  day  in  his  hands,  brought  it  back  with  him  to  the 
courty  acquainted  her  majeily  withal,  and  finding  her 
majefty  refolved  to  proceed  thereirt,  according  to  her  for* 
m&t  direftions,  and  yet  defirous  to  carry  the  matter  fo,  as 
fhe  might  throw,  the  burthen  from  berlelf,  he  abfolutely 
refolved  to  quit  his  hands  thereof. 

5.  And  hereupon  went  over  unto  the  lord  treafurer's 
chamber,  together  with  Mr.  vicerchamberlain  Hatton, 
^nd  in  his  prefetice  reftored  the  fame  into  the  hand»  of 
the  faid  lord  treafurer,  of  whom  he  had  before  received 
it,  who  from  henceforth  kept  it,  till  himfelf  ^nd  the  reft 
pf  the  council  fent  it  away. 

.  Which,  in  fubftance  and  truth,  is  all  the  part  and  m^ 
tereft  the  faid  Davifon  had  in  this  caufe,  whatfoever  i$,or 
maybe  pretended  to  the  contrary. 

.  Touching  the  fending  down  thereof  unto  the  com« 
miffionersi  that  it  was  the  general  z€t  of  her  majefty*s 
council  (as  is  before*mentioned)  and  not  any  private  act 
of  his,  may  appear  by, 

I. Their  own  confeffion.  a.  Their  own  letters  fent 
down  therewith  to  the  commiffioiiers.  3.  The  teftimo* 
iiies  of  the  lords  and  others  to  whom  they  were  dire^ied. 
As  alfb,  4.  of  Mr.  Beale,  by  whom  they  were  fent.  5  •  The 
tenor  of  her  majefty's  firil  commiflion  for  their  calling  to 
the  ftar*chamber  for  the  fame,  and  private  app^rance  and 
fubmiflipn  afterward  inftead  thereof  before  the  lord  chan- 
cellor Bromley.  6.  The  confeffion  of  Mr.  Attorney  ge« 
neral  in  open  court  confirmed.  7.  By  the  fentcnce  it* 
felf  upon  record.  8.  Befides  a  common  zQt  of  counciL 
containing  an  anfwer  to  be  verbally  delivered  to  the  ScotI 
tifli  ambaflador  then  remaining  here,  avowing  and  jtt(li« 
fying  the  fame. 

Now  where  fome  fuppofe  him  to  have  given  fome  ex« 
traordinary  furtherance  theieuntoy  the  contrary  may  evi« 
dently  appear  by, 

1.  His  former  abfdiute  refufal  to  fign  the  band  of  af« 
fociation,  being  eameftly  preiitd  thereunto  by  her  ma-* 
jetty^sfeif. 

2.  His  excuCng  of  Jiimfelf  from  being  nfed  as  a  cam* 
mtfTipner,  in  the  examination  of  Babington  ^md  Jiis  opmt 
pliceSj  and  avpiding  the  fame  by  a  journey  to  the  Bath. 

3.  His 
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3  r  His  being  a  mean  to  (lay  the  commiffioners  from  pro* 
uouncing  the  fentence  at  Fotheringay,  and  deferring  it  till 
they  fiiould  return  to  her  majcfty's  prefence. 

4.  His  keeping  the  warrant  in  his  hands  fix  weeks  un^ 
prefented,  without  once  ofFering  to  carry  it  up,  till  her . 
majefty  fent  expref^ly  for  the  fame  to  fign. 

5.  His  deferring  to  fend  it  away  after  It  was  fealed  un^- 
to  the  commiffioners,  as  he  was  fpectally  commanded, 
ftaying  it  all  that  night,  and  the  greateft  part  of  the  next 
day  in  hts  hands. 

6.  And  finally,  his  reftoiing  thereof  into  the  hands  of 
the  lord  treafurer,  of  whom  he  had  before  received  the  fame. 

Which  are  clear  and  evident  proofs,  that  the  fatd 
Davifon  did  nothing  in  this  caufe  whatfoever,  contrary 
to  the  duty  of  the  place  h/^  then  held  in  her  majeft/s 
fervicc. 

Cal.  C.  9. 

This  feems  to  be  an  original.   On  tlie  back  is  this  title. 

The  innocency  of  Mr,  Davifop  in  the  caufe  of  the  late 
Sco'ttilh  queen* 

No.Lin.    (Vol.  III.  p.  173O 
Letter  from  0,  to  hi3  majefty  King  James^. 

lyTOST  worthy  prince,  the  depending  dangers  upon  From  the 
1\a  y^m-   affe£lionates,  have   been  fuch,   as  hath  in-  g'^,*"p ' 
forced  filence  in  him,  who  is  faithfully  devoted  to  your  jir.Edii 
p^rfon,  and  in  due  time  of  trial,  will  undergo  all  hazards  A.  i.  34* 
of  fortune  for  the  maintenance  of  the  juft  regal  rights,  ^^-  ^ 
that,  by  the  laws  divine,  of  nature  and  ol  nations,  is  in- 
vefted  in  your  roval  perfoa.     Fall  not  then,  moft  noble 
and  renowned  pnnce,  from  him  whofe  providence  hath 
in  many  dangers  preferved  you,  no  doubt  to  be  an  inftru-^ 
ment  of  his  glory,  and  the  good  of  his  people.    Some 
fecrets,  I  find,  have  been  revealed  to  your  prejudice, 
which  muft  proceed  from  fome  ambitious  violent  fpirited 
perCbn  near  your  majefty  in  council  and  favour;  no  man 
in  particular  will  I  accufe,  biitl  am  fure  it  hath  no  found- 

''  la  the  fbrmer  cditkAS,  I  printed  thit  as  a  letter  from  fir  Robert  CeciK 
i»ttt  am  now  fatisfied  that  I  wac  miftaJcea  in  forming  this  opioioa.  See  fn 
I).  Dalrymplc's  Rem.  on  the  Hift.  of  Scot.  p.  239.  As  the  letter  is  curioui, 
I  repvblilli  it,  though  I  cannot  pretend  to  fay  to  which  of  the  kiog*s  Aumerons 
correfpoi|dents  in  England  it  ihould  he  afcribed* 
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ation.firotn  any,  with  whom,  for  your  fcrrice,  I  have  Jjcid 
correfpondence;  othcrwife,  I  had,  Jong  fince,  been  dif- 
abled  from  performance  of  thofc  duties,  that  the  thoughts 
of  my  heart  endcavoureth ;  being  only  known  to  this  wor- 
.  tliy  nobleman,  bearer  licrcof,  one  noted  in  all  parts  of 
Chriftendom  for  his  toyalty  to  your  pcrfon  and  ftate,  and 
to  Mr.  David  Fowlis  your  molt  loyal  fervant,  my  firft  and 
.faithful  correfpondemv  and  unto  James  Hudfone,  whom 
I  Ittve  found  in  all  things  that  cgncerja  you,  moft  fecret 
and  aflurcd.  It  may,  tlierefore,  pleafe  your  majefty,  at 
the  humble  motion  of  0,  which  jargon  1  defire  to  be  the 
jndorfemcnt  of  your  commands  unto  me,  that,  by  fomc 
token  of  your  favour,  he  may  underftand  in  what  terms 
you  regard  his  fidelity,  fecrecy,  and  fervice.  My  pafliotv 
ate  afFedion  to  your  pcrfon  (not  as  you  are  a  king,  but 
as  you  are  a  good  king,  and  nave  juft  title,  after  my  fo- 
vereign,  to  be  a  great  king)  doth  tranfport  me  |o  prefuQip- 
tion.  Condemn  not,  moft  noble  prince,  the  motives  of 
care  and  love,  altho'  mixed  with  defefts  in  judgment. 

!•  I,  THEREFORE,  firft  be fecch  yogt  majefty,  that  for 
the  good  of  thofe  whom  God,  by  divine  Providence, 
hath  deftined  to  your  charge,  that  you  will  be  pleafed  to 
have  an  extraordinary  care  of  all  prafticers  or  pradices, 
againft  your  perfonj  for*  it  is  not  to  be  doubted,  but  that 
in  both  kingdoms,  either  out  of  ambition,  faflfion,  or  fear, 
there  are  many  that  defire  to  have  their  fovereign  in  mino- 
rity, whereby  the  fovereignty  and  ftate  might  be  fwayed 
by  partiality  of  fubalternate  perfons,  rather  than  by  true 
rule  of  power  and  juftice.  Prefervc  your  perfon,  and 
fear  not  the  praftices  of  man  upon  the  point  of  your  right, 
which  will  be  preferved  and  maintained  againft  all  aflaults 
of  competition  whatever.     Thiw  I  leave  the  proteftion  of 

four  perfon  and  p.oyal  pofterity  to  the  Almighty  God  of 
leaven,  who  biefs  and  preferve  you-and'all  yours,  in  all 
regal  happinefs  to  his  glory.  * 

2.  Next  to  the  prefervation  of  your  perfon,  is  the 
converfation  and  fecret  keeping  of  your  councells,  which, 
as  I  have  faid,  are  often  betrayed  and  difcovered,  either 
out  of  pretended  zeal  in  religion,  turbulent  faftion,  or 
bafe  conception,  the  which  your  majefty,  is  to  regard  with 
all  circumfpeftion,  as  a  matter  most  dangerous  to  your 
j)erfon  and  ftate,  and  the  only  means  to  ruin  and  dcitroy 
all  tiiofe  that  ftand  faithfully  devoted  to  your  majefty's 
fervice.  Some  particulars,  and  perfons  of  this  nature,  I 
make  no  doubt  have  been  difcovered  by  the  endeavours  of 
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thb  nobleman,  the  bearet  hereof,  of  whom  your  maj<ffty 
may  be  further  informed* 

3.  The  tiiird  point  confiderable  is  that  your  majefty,  hf 
all  means  poffible,  fecure  yourfelf  of  the  good  afFeiliort 
of  the  French  king  and  Hates,  by  the  negotiation  of  fome 
faithful  fecret  confident;  the  French  naturally  diftafting 
the  union  of  the  Britlfh  iflands  under  one  monarch*  In 
Germany,  I  doubt  not,  but  you  have  many  allies  and 
friends,  but  by  reafon  of  their  remote  ftate,  they  do  not 
fo  mVch  importe  this  affair,  which  muft  be  guided  by  a 
quick  and  fudden  motion. 

4.  When  God,  by  whofe  Providence  the  period  of 
all  perfons  and  times  is  determined,  (hall  call  to  his  king- 
dom of  glory  her  majefty  (although  I  do  aiTuredly  hope 
that  there  will  not  be  any  queftion  in  competition,  yet 
for  that  I  hold  it  not  fitting  to  give  any  minute  entrance 
into  a  caufe  of  fo  high  a  nature),  I  do  humbly  befeech  your 
majefty  to  defign  a  fecret,  faithful  and  experienced  con- 
fident fervant  of  yours,  being  of  an  approved  fidelity  and 
judgment,  continually  to  be  here  reCdent,  whofe  negotia* 
tion,  it  were  convenient  your  majefty  (hould  fortifie,  with 
fuch  fecret  truft  and  powers,  as  there  may  not  need  14 
daye  refpite  to  poft  for  authority,  in  a  caufe,  that  cannot 
endure  ten  hours  refpite,  without  varieties  of  danger.  In 
jthe  which  it  is  to  be  confidered,  that  all  fuch  as  pretend 
leaft  good  to  your  eftablifhment,  will  not  in  pubFic  op- 
pugn your  title,  but  out  of  their  cunning  ambition  will 
feek  to  gain  time,  by  alledging  their  pretence  of  common 
good  to  the  ftate,  in  propounding  of  good  conditions  for 
difburthening  the  common  weale,  of  divers  hard  lawi, 
heavy  impofitions,  corruptions,  oppreflions,  &c.  whidh  is 
a  main  point  to  lead  the  popular,  who  are  much  difgufted 
with  many  particulars  of  this  nature.  It  were  therefore 
convenient,  that  thcfe  motive?,  out  of  your  majeftyV  pro- 
vidence (hould  be  prevented,  by  your  free  offer  in  thefc 
points  following,  vtz,^^ 

I.  Thai*  your  majefty  wouM  be  pleafed,  to  abolifh 
purveyors  and  purveyance,  being  a  matter  iiifinitdy  of*^ 
fenfive  to  the  common  people,  and  the  wI^le  kingdom, 
and  not  profitable  to  the  prince. 

:2«  That  your  majefty  would  be  pleafed  to  diffolve  the 
court  of  wards,  being  the  ruin  of  all  the  noble  and  an- 
cient families  of  this  realm^  .by  bafe  matches,  and  evil 
education  of  their  children,  by  which  no  revenue  of  the 
*trown  will  be  defrayed.  3.  The 
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3  The  abrogating  the  mUltiplicitf  bf  penal  lxW9s  g^^ 
nei^Iy  repined  againft  by  the  fubjed,  in  tegard  of  their 
uncertaintv,  being  many  times  altered  from  their  true 
meaning,  oy  variety  of  intefpretation, 

4*  That  your  majefty  will  be  pleafcd  to  admit  free 
outport  of  the  native  commodities  of  this  kingdom,  noW 
often  reftfained  by  fubaltemate  perfons  for  private  profit^ 
being  moft  prejudicial  to  the  commerce  of  all  mercbantsi 
and  a  plain  deftruAion  to  the  true  iiiduilry  and  manufac** 
ture  of  all  kingdoms,  and  againft  the  profit  of  the  crowns 

These,  being  by  your  majefty's  confidents  iil  the  point 
of  time  propounded,  will  afTuredly  confirm  unto  your  ma- 
jeftie  the  hearts  and  afief^ions  of  the  ti^hole  kingdom,  and 
abfolutely  prevent  all  infinuations  and  devices  of  defigned 
()atriots>  that,  out  of  pretext  of  common  good,  would  feek 
to  patronize  themfelves  in  popular  opinion  and  power,  and 
thereby  to  derogate  from  your  majefty^s  bounty  and  free 
favour  by  princely  merit  of  your  moderation,  judgment, 
and  juftice. 

Your  majcfty's  favour,  thus  granted  to  the  fubjedy 
will  no  way  impeach  the  profits  of  the  crown  but  advance 
them.  The  difproportionable  gain  of  ibme  chequer  offi- 
cer$>  with  the  bafe  and  mercenary  profits  of  the  idle  un-^ 
neceiTary  clerks  and  attendants^  will  only  fuffer  fome  detri-* 
ment}  but  infinite  will  be  tlie  good  unto  the  kingdom^ 
which  will  confirm  unto  your  majefty  the  univcrf;d  lote 
and  afiedion  of  the  people,  and  eftablifh  yout  icnown  it 
the  higheft  efteem  to  all  pofterity. 

Th£  Lord  preferve  your  majeftie^  and  make  you  tri-» 
iimphant  over  all  your  enemie^% 

Mr  care  over  his  perfon,  whofe  letters  pafs  in  this  pac-^ 
quet,  and  will  die  before  he  leave  to  be  yours>  fliall  be  no 
Jefs  than  of  mine  own  life,  and  in  like  efteem  I  will  hokt 
i  all.  your  faithful  confidents,  notwilhftandiug  I  wi]l  hold 

mylelf  referved  from  being. known  unto  any  of  them^  in 
my  particular  devoted  atfe£lions  unto  your  majeftyi  only 
this  extraordinary  worthy  man,  whofe  allbci;:te  I  atn  in 
his  misfortune,  doth  know  my  hearty  and  we  both  iviU 
Jl^ray  for  you>  and  if  atrt  live  you  (hall  find  us  tc^diev* 

I  BESEECH  your  majefty  burn  this  lettCTj  and  the 
others;  for  altho'  it  be  in  an  unufual  bandy  yet  it  m^y  be; 
^^ifcovered« 

Your  majefty -8  moft  devoted, 

^     and  bumble  ferva&ti 

'   •   .  *       .  .  .  e 
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jIDj^MSON^  Archbifhop  of  St.  Andrews,  i«  clcommttnt* 

cated  by  the  fynod  of  Fife,  iii.  29.  he  excommnnicated 

his  opponents,  30.  is  reftored  by  the  seneral  aifembly  upoa 

conditions,  ibid,  his  nnean  fubmiiton  to  the  general  afir«mbly  9$ 

A&anyt  Alexander  Duke  of,  cabals  with  his  nobles  againft  his 
brother  KL  James  III.  i.  2j8.  is  nvade  prifoner,  but  efcapes  to 
France,  ibid,  concludes  a  treaty  with  Edward  IV.  of  En^land^ 
259.  procures  affidance  to  invade  Scotland  on  mean  conditions, 
ib.  returns  to  Scotland,  and  is  reftored  to  favour,  260,  cabals 
^  again,  but  is  forced  to  fly  to  France  —  7,61 

•*—  IXikc  of,  made  Regent  during  the  minority  of  K.  James  V« 
i.  237.  264*  after  feveral  iinfucceCsful  ftroggles  with  the. 
nobility,  he  is  forced  to  retire  to  France  •^  265 

Aiengon^  Dttke  of,  Q,  Elicabeth  long  amufes  the  court  of  France 
by  carrying  on  a  treaty  of  marriage  with  him  ii.  589 

AOeUf  cardinal,  publiOied  a  book  proving  the  iawfulaefs  of  kill- 
ing excomniunicated  Princes  —  iii.  15 

Aha^  Duke  of,  his  intrieues  in  favour  of  Q^Mary,  ii.  344. 348* 
362.  is  recalled  from  his  government  of  the  Netherlands     37a 

Amhalfadott^  their  office  —    .  —  i.  290 

Andreivsi  St.  the  Archbifhop  of,  remarkably  cured  of  a  dangerous 
difteni|>er,  i.  342.  the  motives  of  his  oppofition  to  the  Q« 
Regent,  366.  his  great  influence  on  the  bench  of  Bi(hops  anSl 
weisfat  in  Parliament,  372.  governed  the  church  with  great 
moderation,  373.  perfecutes  the  Reformers^  ibid*  is  impri-' 
foned  for  celebrating  Mafs,  ii.  95.  ruins  Q^  Mary's  affairs  by 
his  imprudent  conduck,  255.  is  taken  prifoner  in  Dumbarton 
caftle,  and  hanged  —  —  334, 

■    ■     ■■  the  caftle  of,  demoliihed  by  the  French  i-  32  a 

■ the  prior  of,  promotes  a  treaty  between  the  Q^Rcgenl 

and  the  Reformers,  i.  386.  is  provoked  to  kave  the  court, 
389*  is  one  of  the  chief  promoters  of  the  RcRmnatioxi,  404. 
tome  account,  and  a  chara6ler  of  him,  405^  artful  endea- 
vours tifed  to  undermine  him,  406*  preCumptiqa  pi  bis  ta* 

nocenct 
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nocence  of  the  defigns  charged  on  him,  ibid,  is  fent  hi  ttie 
convention  to  invite  the  Queen  to  Scotland,  ii.  44.  is  received 
b^  her  with  confidence  and  affeftion,  46.  yeflrains  the  tur- 
bulent fpirit  of^  the  people  dgainft  popery,  61.  is  fent  to  re- 
llrain  the  h'centious  pradices  of  the  borderers,  64.  executes 
his  commiffion  with  vigour  and  prudence,  ibid,  a  cor.fpiracy 
againft  him  difcovered,  76.  is  created  Earl  of  Mar,  79.  be- 
comes obnoxious  to  the  Earl  of  Huntley,  ib.  See  Mar  and 
Murray. 

jingus^  Gilbert  de  Umfreville,  Earl  of,  was  the  only  man  wlio 
alFertcd  the  independency  of  his  country         —  i.  211 

Douglas  Earl  of,  affumes  the  Regency  during  the  mir.o- 

rity  of  K.  Jan^ps  V.  i.  238.  265.  is  unable  to  gain  his  affedlons, 
ibid,  is  attainted  and  flies  into  England,  166.  obtains  leave  to 
return  into  Scotland, ii. 41 2. furrendershimfelf  to  K.  JamesVl. 
403.  he  .with  feveral  others  feize  the  caftle  of  Stirling  to 
oppofe  Arran,  427.  they  are  forced  to  fly  iiito  England  al  the 
approach  of  the  King  with  an  armyf  ibid,  he  is  attainted  and 
hii  eftate  forfeited,  iii.  5.  is  concerned  in  a  plot  in  favour  of 
Spain,  100.  is  feized  and  committed  prifoner  to  the  calUe  of 
Edinburgh,  iqi.  efcapes  and  flies  to  the  mountains,  loi^ 
offers  to  fubmit  to  a  trial,  io6.  fentence  is  pronounced  againfl: 
him,  107.  he  refufes  to  fubmit  • —  io8 

jinjou,  Duke  off  a  marriage  propofed  between  him.  and  Q^  Eli- 
zabeth —  —  ii-34i 

^rtfie,  a  iPrincefs  of  Denmark,  married  to  K.  James  VL  iii.  92- 
her  arrival  in  Scotland  and  coronation,  94.  heads  a  party  that 
oppofes  the  chancellor  —  104 

^Mj/hopSi  Bijbops^  Deans^  and  Chapters^  revived  in  Scotland  dur- 
ing the  King's  minority, ii. 55 7, 3 58,359.1418 gives  great  offence 
to  many  of  the  clergy,  ibid,  an  a6t  of  auembly  againil  tbefe 

•  offices,  406,497.  Biihops  madefubjeft  to  prefbyteries  andaifcnv- 

•  bhcs,  iii.  29.  a  great  ftroke  given  to  their  authority>  751  76. 
none  of  them  prefent  at  the  queen's  coronation  94 

Argyll^  Earl  of,  is  appointed  to  carry  the  crown  matrimonial  to 
the  Dauphin  of  France,  i.  372.  ufes  his  intereft  with  the 
Reformers  to  make  a  treaty  with  the  Q^  Regent,  386*  lea^s 
her  court  in  refentmcnt  of  her  treachery,  389,  refufcs  to  ac- 
cede to  a  treaty  with  Murray  the  Regent,  ii.  298.  is  toon  aft^r 
forced  to  fubmit,  29^.  afts  as  lieutenant  to  the  Queen  after 
tlie  Regent's  murder,  322.  is  prevailed  on  to  join  ihe  Kiftg':^ 
party,  337.  quarrels  with  Athole,  374.  confederates  with  him 
againft  Morton  the  Regent,  for  their  mutual  defence^  375 
they  remonlirate  againtt  him  to  the  King,.378.  they  raife  forces 
againft  him,  384.  ncgociate  a  treaty  with  him  by  the  mediatioJ> 
of  Q^Elizabeth,  385.  is  promoted  to. the  office  of  chanccHos. 
387.  the  King's  authority  delegated  to  him  and  Lord  Forbt' 
.  againft  the  popifli  Lords,  iii.  1 1 1 .  his  forces  are  defeated  in  an 
•     engagement  with  them  *-«  »  ibid,  jn 

^r^^racjTy  predomiaant  in  Scotland  — .  [1.58 

Armada 
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jlbrmaJo^  Spaoidi,  preparations  for  ir>  iiL  79,  8o.  it  it  de- 
feated -*  —  85 
Arran,  EarU  is  appointed  Regent  dorin|  the  minoriCjT  of  Q. 
Mary,  i.  299.  his  charadter,  300.  con&nts  to  the  fchemes  o? 
England,  which  difguftsthe  pablic>  302.  becomes  fufpicioas 
of  the  Earl  of  Lennox,  306.  is  forced  to  renounce  the  friendfhip 
with  England  and  declare  for  France,  307.  and  to  perfecutc 
the  Rcformersy  309.  piiblicly  abjures  the  dodrinesofthe  Re« 
formers,  ibid,  is  contemned  by  one  half  and  little  trailed  b/ 
the  other  part  of  the  nation,  3 10.  heads  the  partifans  of  France 
tfnd  defenders  of  popery,  311.  attempts  in  vain  to  feize  th» 
norderers  of  cardinal  Beatoun,  3 1 8.  is  forced  to  make  a  truce 
with  the  confpirators,  3 19.  his  elded  km  is  conditionally  ex* 
eluded  all  right  of  fucceflion,  313.  his  nsean  conceffion  to  the 
court  of  France*  331,  33t.  gets  the  title  of  Chatelheraolt^ 
532.  is  Ufidermined  by  the  Q;^  Dowager,  3  39,  340.  propofala 
and  arguments  for  his  refignation^  341*  he  confents  to  it»  342* 
retrads  by  the  influence  6f  the  Archbifliop  of  St.  Andrevys^ 
343.  is  at  lad  prevailed  on  and  gets  advantageous  term s^  344. 
See  Cbatelberauk.    ' 

^ elded  fon  of  the  Duke  of  Chatelherault,  joins  in  an  aflb« 

ciation  with  the  l(eformers»  1.  402.  narrowly  efcapes  intended 
rain  at  the  court  of  France,  403.  is  full  of  refentment  againft 
the  French  on  that  account,  ibid,  the  Congregation  iolicit 
Q.  Elisabeth  to  marry  him,  ii.  36.  hta  great  imprudence  with 
regard^sto  Q.  Mary»  6^.  difcovers  a  confpiracy  agannft  the 
Queen's  favourite,  j6.  lofes  his  reafon,  387,  388.  is  im« 
pnfoned  by  Morton  •*•  —  il)id# 

>'  late  C^  Stewart,  gets  that  title  and  edate,  11.  i.00.  it 

appointed  tofpndud  Morton  from  Dumbarton  to  Edinburgh, 
ibid,  bis  infamous  marriage  with  the  Countefs  of  March,  404, 
his  variance  with  Lennox,  ibid,  is  frudrated  in  an  attempt  to 
refcae  the  king  at  Ruthven,  411.  is  confined  prifbner  to  the 
caftle  of  3tirlingi  412.  regains  his  liberty  and  the  King's  re« 

fard,  420.  refumes  his  power  and  arrogance,  ibid,  gets  the 
uthven  .cqnfpirators  declared  guilty  of  high  treafon,  423, 
IS  detefted  as  author  of  a  perfecution  agund  the  clergy,  430. 
is  gained  over  to  Q^  Elizabeth's  intered,  iii.  4,  gets  feveral 
forfeited  edates,  6.  his  corruption  and  infolence,  12.  is  made 
chancellor,  and  has  unlimited  power,  ibid.  13.  his  venality  is 
exceeded  by  that  of  his  wife,  ibid,  his  monftrous  tyranny 
find  oppreffion,  14.  his  power  undermiiied  by  Wotton  the 
EngliQi  envoy,  25.  is  confined  in  the  cafltle  of  St.  Andrews, 
but  foon  recovers  favour,  26.  his  intereft  finks  moch,  28.  if 
firbped  of  his  honours  and  fpoils,  and  reduced  to  his  original 
llatieh  .  ^  ^  .     ibi4 

Articlisi  Lords  of,  their  origin  aufl  bufinefSf  i.  284,  by  whom 
cfaofen,  j^85,  28iS.  this  fubteqi^ent  variations  and  political  ofe 
made  of  this  Inditotion  —  *  286,  $87 

Arvndfl.  Earl  of,  is  kppointed  a  commiffioner  to  the  conference 
{MWeftminfter  —  r-  «if*Jhoal(^ 
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AJhhy^  ambaffador  from  Q^  Elizabeth  to  Scotland,  iii.  82.  lii 
great  promifes  to  King  James*  ibid,  his  promiies  arefooa 
forgot,  86.  he  is  afhamed,  and  withdraws  privately  from 
Scotland  — »  -^  ibid* 

JJfaffinatUnt  the  frequency  of  it  in  Scotland^  how  accounted  for, 
ii.  15;9.  feveral  inilances  of  it  in  France^  ib.  i6o«  a  flop 
put  to  it  there  and  in  Scotland,  i6o.  feveral  great  men  ap- 
prove of  it,  i6i.  prevailed  greatly  afterwards  iii«  95. 

Jfembly  of  (he  church  of  Scotland,  the  firfl  bat  feeble  and  irre« 
gnlar,  ii«  43.  another  aflfembly,  their  demands  from  the  con- 
vention^ 69,  70.  two  other  aflembliet  in  vain  foiicit  an  ang- 
mentation  of  their  revenues,  88.  they  addrefs  Q^  Mary  in 
high  flrains  of  complaints,  i  \^.  an  affembly  proceeds  at 
Glafgow  notwithftanding  the  King's  interdidion,  406,  407. 
two  aiTemblies  yield  many  of  .the  privileges  of  the  church  to 
the  King,  iii.  131, 132.  declare  it  lawful  for  minifteri  to  fit 
in  Parliament,  135*^    SeeC/rr^^. 

JJfociatian^  formed  in  defence  of  (^  Elizabeth  againfi  Q^Mary 

iii.  8 

AthoU^  Earl  of,  the  occafion  of  his  quarrel  with  the  Earl  o^Ar- 
gyle,  ii.  375.  joins  with  him  in  oppofing  Morton  the  Regent^ 
ib«  dies  u)on  after  an  entertiunment  at  Morton's,  386.  fufpi- 
cions  of  his  being  poifoned  —  ibid. 

Auhign»%  Lord  de,  fecond  fon  of  the  Lord  Lennox,  arrives  in 
Scotland  from' France,  ii.  ^90.  becomes  foon  a  great  favourite 
of  K,  JameS)  ibid,  high  titles  and  pods  beftowed  qn  him,  ib. 
notcji  againft.him.  Appendix,  iii.  391.     See  Ltnnox* 

Auftrian  family,  their  origin  and  power  i.  290,  291 

J^AhingtiUf  Anthony,  fome  account  of  lim,  iii.  29.    the 

-^  rife  of  his  confpiracy  againfi  Q^  Elizabeth,  33,  34.  the 
namesand  fcheme  of  operations  of  his  aflbciates,  ibid.  35. 
they  are  betrayed,  feized,  and  executed  35 »  3^ 

BacoHf  Sir  Nicholas,  appointed  one  of  the  commifConers  to  the 
confederates  at  Wefiminfter  —  ii.  287 

Baliol^  John,  his  claim  to  the  crown  of  Scotland,  i.  zio.  is  pre- 
ferred by  Edw.  L  212.'  foon  forced  by  him  to  refign      ibid. 

Ballardf  a  trafficking  priefl,  folicits  an  invafion  of  England 
from  Spain,  ii.  347.  joins  in  a  confpiracy  to  murder  Q^ Eli- 
zabeth, 348.  is  difcovered  and  taken  into  cuHody,  350.  and 
executed  —  —  ibid. 

JBarenSi  their  jurfdidion  very  extenfive,  i.  222.  the  difiference  be- 
tween the  greater  and  lefiTer,  whence,  281.  three  hundred  of 
them  remonilrate  a^ainfl  the  condud  of  the  Q^  Dowager, 

.  360.  the  leffer  admitted  by  their  reprefentatives  in  Parlia- 
ment, iii*  7B.  petition  of  the  lefler  Barons  to  Parliament, 
Append,  iii.  28c.    See  NohUs. 

'BafiUcon  D^ron^  a  oook  puUifhed  by  Einj;  Jamea  VI.  firength- 

ens  his  intereft  in  England  —  ,    iii.  137 

8      .  r-        T  ^^^^ 
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Bmt09n%  Cardinal,  made  qfe  of  by  K.  James  V.  to  mortify  the 
nobles,  1. 270, 2  7 1  •  his  preteoiioDs  to  the  Regency  on  the  death 
.  of  that  Prince,  298*  forges  a  teftament  of  the  late  King,  ib. 
his  views  how  difappointed^  ib.  his  chara6ler,  299.  oppofes 
the  Earl  of  Arrao,  Regent,  302,  303.  excites  mod  of  the 
nation  againll  the  Engliih,  305.  feizes  the  young  Queen 
and  her  mother,  ib^  cajoles  the  Earl  of  Lennox,  ib.  obliges 
the  Regent  to  renounce  England  and  declare  for  France, 
397.  and  to  perfecute  the  Reformers,  309.  engrofles  the 
chief  diredton  of  affairs,  310.  his  double  dealing  with  the 
Earl  of  Lennox  refented,  ib.  311.  is  murdered,  318*  his 
death  fatal  to  the  Catholics,  ibid,  a  vain  attempt  to  revenge 
it»  319.  fcandalons  reports  concerning  him  •—         354 

Btdford,  Earl  of,  comes  as  ambaiTador  from  Q.  Elizabeth  ta 
wimefs  the  baptifm  of  James  VI.  ii.  i8i.  his  inftrudions^ 
1 83.  bis  letters  to  Sir  W.  Cecil,  Appendix,  iii.  208.  2139219 
BeUindotif  Sir  Lewis,  jaftice  clerk,  K.  James's  refident  at  Lon- 
don, ii.  338.  joins  in  promoting  Q^  Elizabeth's  intereft  in 
Scotland,  ibid,  is  fent  with  her  envoy  into  that  country  ib. 
Blacky  Mr.  David,  minifter  at  St.  Andrews,  his  ridiculous  and 
{editions  exprefllons  in  the  pal  pit,  iii.  121.  being  fupported 
by  the  clergy>  he  declines  the  civil  jurifdidion,  122,  is  con« 
demned  by  the  privy  council,  123..  is  fentenced  by  the  King 
to  relide  beyond  Spey  *-  124 

Blackaddir^  captain,  and  three  others,  executed  for  the  murder 
.    ofDfpily  .     .    "*     '  ""  i'-^32 

Bo9tbius^)A^^GX9  his  hiflory  of  Scotland,  fome  account  of  i.  20^ 
Bdtm  Caftlit  (^  Mary  confined  a  prifoner  there  ii.  271 

Bonot,  a  foreigner,  made  governor  of  Orkney  ^-  35^ 

Borderers,  an  attmpt  to  reftrain  their  licentious  praClices,  ii.  67 • 
Q^^Mary  viiits  them,  171.  a  fcuf&e  there,  in  which  the  En- 
gliih warden,  &c.  were  made  prifoners  373 
Borthwieki  Lord,  aiiiils  the  Q^  Regent  in  defending  Leith, 

ii.  5 
Bothwells  James  Hepburn,  Earl  of,  intercepts  a  fum  of  money 
from  England  to  the  Congregation,  ii.  4.  favours  the  Queen 
Regent,  but  re  fides  at  his  own  houfe,  5«  is  by  the  Earl  of 
Murray  fummoned  to  a  public  trial,  1 20.  prevents  it  by 
leaving  the  kingdom,  ibid,  a  fentence  of  outlawry  againft 
bim  prevented  by  the  Queen,  121.  is  permitted  to  return, 
130.  efcapi^s  with  her  after  the  murder  of  Rizio,  151.  fome 
account  of^hls  former  behaviour,  163*  164.  commences  a 
liavouriteof  the  Queen,  165.  ihe  reconciles  him  to  ieveral 
Lords,  with  whom  he  was  at  variance,  165,  i66.  he  increafes 
in  favour  with  her,  168.  drcumilances  concurring  in  this, 
ibid,  he  it  wounded  in  attempting  to  feize  one  of  the  bor- 
derers, 172.  the  Queen's '  extraoitlinary  regard  for  him  on 
this  occafion,  ibid,  to  fecnre  adherents,  he  obtains  a  pardon 
.  for  Morton  and  hb  aiTociates,  184.  propofes  the  reftoration 
of  tlif  popifli  ecclefiaftical  jurifdifUony.  187.  his  views  in  this, 
.     .  "  G  g  z  ,  ibid. 
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ibid.  li%.  is  fafpfded  the  author  of  Darn]y'«  mnrier,  t^f^ 
U  charged  with  it  by  Lennox,  (96.  bat  ftill  favoiured  by  the 
Queen,  198.  appointed  governor  of  Edinburgh  Caftie,  ibidr 
hit  (rial  is  hurried  on,  199.  remarkable  partiality  in  his  fa- 
voor>  20I .  LcDBOx  atcuies  him  openly,  ibid,  eooies  hi  his 
trial  with  a  great  retinue,  202*  205.  is  acqttirted  by  a  jiiry« 
aoj.  the  trial  asiverrally  ceofared^  ibid.  204-  challenges  any 
that  woold  accufes  him>  ibid,  feveral  a  As  of  Parliametit  pafied 
in  his  favoor.  Ibid,  loj*  he  procures  an  adk  in  favour  if  the 
Relor«iation,  ibid,  prevails  en  fcvpral  of  the  nobles  10  re- 
commend him  as  a  huiband  to  the  Queen,  210.  feizes  the 
Qneeo  on  a  journey  front  Siirlicg,  and  carries  her  to  Don* 
bar,  2i4»  219.  his  view  in  this,  215.  obtains  a  pardon  on*  . 
.  dcr  the  great  feal,  ibid,  procures  a  divorce  from  his  wife,  2  i6y 
carries  the  Queen  to  the  caftle  of  £dioburgb»  217.  is  created 
Duke  of  Orkney,  218.  and  married  to  the  Qneen*  ibid,  is 
not  allowed  the  title  of  King,  219.  he  watches  the  QueeR 
very  clofely,  ibid,  endeavours  to  get  the  Prince  into  his  cuf-^ 
tody,  17O9  221.  b  alarmed  with  an  affoctation  of  the  noble* 
againft  the  Queen  and  him,  22:»,  223.  carries  the  Queen  to 
t&  caftle  of  Borthwkk,  224.  raifes  forces  againft  the  confe* 
derate  Lords,  ibid,  he  marches  againft  them,  225*  propofea 
a  fingle  combat,  226.  thi^  how  prevented,  227.  takes  his 
bft  farewell  of  the  Qoeefi,  and  is  forced  to  fty,  ibid,  fends 
for  a  taiket  of  letters  from  Q^  Mary  to  him,  222*  they  are 
intercepted  by  the  Earl  of  Morton,  ibid,  his  mifeinble  fate» 
245,  246.  refle^Uons  on  bis  conduct,  247.  copy  of  hia  di* 
vorce  from  Lady  jean  Gordon,  Appendix        -—      iii.  526 

Botkwell,  Francis  Stewart,  created  Earl  of  Bfithwell,  iit»  87* 
ta  imyrifoned  for  confnlttng  witches,  96/9*  ^^^"pc*  >nd 
attempts  to  break  into  the  King's  pretence,  97.  retires  to  the 
north,  ibid.  Be  and  his  adherents  are  attainted,  too.  fails  in 
an  attpmpt  c»f<Mae  the  King,  ibid,  is  takea  under  protedioii 
of  Q^  EliaEtbeth,  who  folicits  for  bim>  102.  feizes  the  KingV 
perfoa,  iC^  forces  him  to  difmifs  the  chancellor,  and  his 
other  favourites,  ibid,  and  to  grant  him  a  remiffion«  ibid,  his 
boidi  and  infolent  behaviour  afterwards,  105.  is  encouraged 
hif  die  £ngli(h  ambaftTador^  108,  makes  anoiher  attempt  to 
come  at  the  King,  109.  is  repulfed  and  obliged  to  %  to  the 
north  of  England,  no.  is  abandoned  by  Q^  Elizabeth,  and 
forced  to  Ay  into  Spain  and  Italy,  1 14.  riilmgns  ia  indigent 
obfcurity,  and  is  never  after  reconciled  to  t^lCing         ibid» 

■  ■  '  Adam,  Bifiiop  of  O  kney,  performs  the  ceremony  of 
marriage  of  Q,  Mary  to  the  Earl  of  Bothwell  ii.  218 

Bothnvillhaagh      Ste-Hamilim, 

Boukgni^  wrefted  by  the  French  out  of  the  bands  of  the  £ng« 
liih,  i*  331.  they  confent  to  reftore  it  and  its  dependencies  to 
the  French  —  —  3,31 

JBowiSf  Envoy  frd»  Q.  Elizabeth,  accufes  Lennox  of  diftarbing 
the  pe^e>  &  394^  aa  redtfcd  an  audienccj  ibxd.  is  fent  to^ea- 

coojrage 
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.contage  t1ie«onrpiratorf  atRsthveo,  412.  to  inqaire  about 
Kin^  James's  correffyondence  with  the  Pope  iti.  139 

• -  "       in. 


£»fd.  Lord,  hit  ambitious  vietva  in  the  time  of  K.  Ja 

fniflrated  —  —  i,  tyj 

— — *  is  prevailed  on  to  j<Mn  the  Kingfs  party  againft  Q^  Mary, 
it.  337.  joins  the  Rucbven  COD fpirators  ••->  410 

MriimtUf  Coont  de,  comes  an  ambafladof  from  Prance  to  wii* 
nefs  the  baptifm  of  K.  James  VL  — -  ii«  ill 

Bruci,  Robert,  hi&  claim  to  the  crown  of  Scotland,  L  aio.  hia 
grandioa  aflercs  his  Hgh^  and  vindicates  the  honour  of  hia 
couotry,  212.  he  attempts  to  red  ace  the  power  of  the  noblea 

— —  a  prieft,  employed  by  the  King  of  Spain  to  fedace  the 
Scotch  nobles  —  — -  iii.  (^7 

«—  Mr.  Robert^  a  prefbyterian  minifter,  performa  the  cere, 
mony  of  the  coronation  of  K  James's  ^Qjcen  iii.  ^ 

——  Edward,  abbot  of  Kintof*,  acquits  himfelf  with  addreu 

and  reputation  as  ambafladorat  the  court  of  England,  iti.  1 16. 

•  ■         Mr.  Robert,  a  mintfter;  his  refolution  in  refuiing  topabufli 

the  King's  account  of  Cowrie's  confpiracy,  iii.  i6t«  is  de* 

prived  and  baniibed  on  thai  accoant  — >  ibid. 

Buchanan,  George,  his  hiftory  of  Scotland,  fome  account  of,  t. 
305.  remarks  on  his  dialoeue  'De  jure  Regis,  391.  alone  ac* 
cules  Q.  Mary  of  a  criminal  correfpondence  with  Ricio*  ti. 
150.  approved  of  aflaffination,  160  attends  the  Regent  into 
EnglaiU  when  called  on  to  accafe  Q^  Mary,  27$ •  was  one  of 
the  preceptors  of  K.  James  VI.  376.  commended  for  hia 
great  genios  ^  —  iii.  195 

BmrUigb,    See  CfciL 

B$roughf,  when  firft  reprefented  4n  ParHament  iii.  78 

C 

/^^iS,  John,  a  declaratton  of  his  in  name  of  (^Elizabeth  to 

^  the  Lords  of  Grange  at  Lethington,  AppenOix        iti.  382 

Caithnefit  Earl  of,  his  procelt  at  the  trial  of  Bothwell  for  the 
murder  of  Darnly  —  ii.  203 

€alwn,  the  patron  and  reftorer  of  prelbyterian  church  govern- 
ment —  —  li.  41 

Camden,  fome  miftakes  of  his  ti.  tia,  183.  2cjt 

€an9ngat€,  near  Edinburgh,  a  Parliament  held  there      ii.  33; 

Cardan,  fome  a^ont  of  him^  i.  343.  bis  remarkable  core  of 
the  BiCbop  of  8t,  Andrews  —  ibid. 

Carty,  Sir  George,  fent  ambaflador  from  (K;^ Elisabeth  to  en- 
courage the  confpirators  at  Ruthven  —  it.  41^ 

Robert,  fern  by  Q.  Elizabeth  to  footh  IL  James  after  , 

the  death  of  his  mother*  Iii.  71.  is  not  permitted  to  enter 
Scotland^  ibid  was  the  firil  that  broeght  K.  James  i^celli' 
gence  of  the  death  of  Q^  Elizabeth       -        —  i8t 

C^jf^  of  letters  from  Q^Mary  to  Botb««ell»  (hited  by  the  Eaii 
of  Morton,  ii.  23a.  her  eneoMea  zfti  tiMmletorea  OMKti  of 
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Caffils^  Earl  of,  joins  the  King's  party  -^  1!.  |37 

Caftilnaut  the  French  arobaifador,  is  employed  to  procure  the 

confent  of  his  court  to  Queen  Mary's  marriage  with  Darnly« 

ii.  1 1 3.  he  endeavours  to  make  up  the  differences  between  the 

Queen  and  him,  167.  his  ioterceilion  in  behalf  of  Q^Mary 

tit.  18 
Catherim  of  Medicis»  aiTumes  the  government  after  the  death  of 
Francis  II.  her  fon»  li.  ^8.  her  harih  treatment  of  Q^  Mary, 
ibid*  her  views  in  behaving  more  friendly  to  her,  98,  99. 
bends  her  whole  endeavours  to  deftroy  the  Proteftants,  341  • 
her  artful  conduct  with  that  view  —  342 

CecU,  his  great  capacity  as  a  minifter,  ii.  23.  48.  is  employed 
to  negociate  a  peace  with  France,  ibid,  over-reaches  the 
French  ambaflador  in  the  treaty  of  Edinburgh,  ibid,  a  letter 
of  his  cited  to  fhew  that  Q;_  Elizabeth  had  no  intention  to  in- 
tercept Q^Mary,  in  her  return  to  Scotland,  57.  is  appointed 
a  commiilioner  to  the  conference  at  Weftminfter,  iir287.  is 
fent  by  Q^  Elizabeth  with  propofals  to  Q^  Mary,  327.  has 
an  interview  with  her,  which  e^^cites  Q_  Elizabeth 'sjealoufy, 
370.  is  treated  harQily  by  Q.  Elizabeth  for  con  fen  ting  to  Q. 
Mary's  death  —  —  lii,  70 

n Sir  Robert,  fon  to  the  former,  heads  the  party  againft 

EOex,  iii.  1-65 <  his  charader,  ibid.  166.   his  great  affiduity, 
ibid,  enters  into  a  private  correfpondence  with  K.  James,  172 

Celibacy  of  the  popifh  clergy,  a  chief  engine  of  their  policy, 

I  i^3Sj-38o 

Charles  V.  Emperor,  his  great  power,  i,  290.  and  unlimited 
ambjtion,  291,  292.  is  checked  by  Francis  I.  292 

— — «  K.  of  France^  makes  a  league  with  Q^^Elizabeth,  ii.  348, 

349 
Chaietherauh,  Duke  of,  that  title  conferred  on  the  Earl  of  Arran, 
Kegent  of  Scotland,  i.  332.  his  right  of  fucceOion  to  the 
crown  of  Scotland  maintained,  336.  enters  a  proteftattonto 
fave  his  right,  369>  370*  joins  the  Reformers,  in  endeavoor- 
ing  to  expel  the  French  army*  400.  join^  in  a/TociatiQn  with 
them,  403.  is  looked  on  as  the  head  of  the  congregation, 
404.  his  puiiUanimity,  ii.  2.  becomes  obnoxioqs  to  Q^Mary, 
68.  deprived  of  his  French  penfion,  99.  is  alarmed  at  the 
Earl  of  I^i^nox's  return  to  Scotland,  107.  an  accomqiodation 
brought  about  by  the  Queen's  influence,  ibid,  adheres  to 
Murray  in  oppofing  the  Queen's  marriagft  i  yi.  is  pardoned 
on  his  humble  application,  but  forced  to  r^Bde  in  France,  135. 
his  partifana  grun^ble  at  Murray's  being  advanced  to  the  Re- 
gency, 250, 251.  returns  from  France  and  heads  the  Queen's 
adherentSt  296*  is  made  her  lieutenant-general,  297.  His 
refolution  wavering,  th^  Regent  commits  him  prifonerto  the 
caftle  of  Edinburgh,  298*  is  fet  at  liberty  by  i^irkaldy,  and 
joins  the  Queen's  party,  320.  is  proclaimed  traitor  by  Lennox 
the  newK^gdnt^  325.  is  reconciled  to  Morton  the  Regeat, 
365.  m:ucIcs  of  a  9fi»Xy,\^tKw^^ti  them^  ibid^t  his  4eatb«    37.I 

Qffuf^l^ 
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Cbttf9h  of  Scotland,  revolutions  in  it  after  tbe  union  of  the 

crowns^  iii.  1921  193,     See  AJfemhly^  Clergy* 
Church  Lands  annexed  to  the  crown  by  Parliament  iii.  76 

Clanst  the inftitHtion  and  nature  of  -—  i.  2289  229 

CUrgy%  popiib,  their  great  riches  and  power>  !•  268.  348.  were 
made  ufe  of  by  K.  James  V.  to  fupprefs  the  nobles,  270. 
made  a  confiderable  body  in  Parliament,  349*  their  great 
influence  over  the  laity,  350.  they  engrofled  learning,  ib. 
and  held  many  of  the  chief  employments,  ibid.  351.  their 
power  increafed  by  celibacy ,  ibid,  they  feized  the  eftates  of 
the  inteilate,  352.  and  tried  all  matrimonial  and  teftamentary-' 
caufes,  353.  become  obnoxious  to  the  laity,  ibid,  their  great 
corruptions,  whenci*  3^4.  thofe  of  Scotland  particularly  dif- 
folute*  ibid,  their  weak  defence  of  their  tenets,  355.  try  in 
vain  to  impofe  falfe  miracles,  356.  their  impolitic  conda^  to 
the  Reformers  —  -^  375 

m-^-  reformed  try  in  vain  to  recover  the  revenues  of  the  church,, 
ii.  44,  45,  46.  procure  a  demolition  of  all  relics  of  popery, 
47.   a  new  regulation  concerning  their  revenues,  69 — 74. 
.    they  are  no  gainers  by  it,  75.  their  (lipends,  what  in  thofe 
days,  ibid*  are  offended  at  the  moderation  of  their  leaders, 
99.  occaiion  a  tumult  among  the   people,  ibid.  96.  more 
complaints  of  their  poverty,  io8.  185.  are  jealous  of  Q^een 
Mary,  186.  the  fmall  allowances  appointed  to  fopport  them 
all,  ibid,  their  application  for  payment  of  their  ilipends,  of 
little  effefl,  250.  freOi  complaints  of  the  deficiency  of  the 
/unds  for  their  maintenance,  ^12.  are  put  off  with  fair  words 
and  promifes,  ibid*  3 if*  archbifhops,  &c.  introduced  among 
them  by  Morton,  357*  their  grievances  under  his  admini- 
ilration,  372.  they  approve  of  the  Ruthven  confpirators,  413. 
by  favouring  them  they  provoke  the  King,  425.  fevere  laws 
made  againft  them»  429, 430.  they  of  Edinburgh  fly  into  Eng- 
land, 430.  as  do  feveral  others  that  were  mofl  eminent,  ibid, 
more  vigorous  meafures  againft  them,  iii.  6.  they  obtain  no 
redrefs  on  the  refloration  of  the  exiled  lords,  29.  reprefent 
their  grievances  to  Parliament,  74.  a  maintenance  provided 
for  them  by  Parliament,  76,  77.  they  prevail  to  get  Pref- 
byterian   government  eflabliflied   by  law,  98.    their  zeal 
againfl  tbepopilh  Lords,  105,  106.  116.  their  rafli  proceed- 
ings, 1 17,  118.  they  erefl  a  (landing  Council  of  the  Church, 
119.  vindicate  one  of  their  number  who  declined  the  civil 
junrdidkm,  I2T,  122.  their  flanding  Council  ordered  to  leave 
Edinburgh,  123.  this  occaiions  a  violent  tumult  there,  ib. 
124,  125.   they  ufe  their  utmofl  efforts  to  fpirit  the  people, 
1^7*     are  deferted,  and  fly  to  England,  ib.  128.  their  power 
greatly  reduced,  ib.  are  prevailed  on  to  give  up  many  of  their 
privileges,  ii.  28.  are  reflored  to  a  feat  in  parliament,  30* 
this  violently  oppofed  by  many  of  them,  31.  but  carried  in 
their  General  Affembly,  32.  thofe  entitled  to  this  privilege 
are  laid  under  many  reguladons  and  reftri^ions,  39.  they 
G  g  4  are 
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are  brought  under  great  fuUe&ioii*  ibid,  the  revoloAiQe 
among  them  fincethe  Union  or  the  Crowm  89^  90 

CIi$t09,  Lord,  appointed  a  commiffioner  ac  the  conference  at 
Weftminfter  -—  .mm  n,  tSj 

Cccibumf  of  OrfHifton,  receives  a  Tupply  of  money  from  the 
finglifh  to  the  congregation,  ii.  3.  is  intercepted  and  robbed 
of  it  —  -•  "^    .  ..      ♦ 

Cain  in  Scotland^  fome  account  of  •—  >'4'4-  "•  37' 

Commtfariet  appointed  to  try  caufes  in  place  of  the  Spiritual 
.  Court,  ii.  32.  they  are  deprived  of  all  authority  186 

Confeffiw  of  faith  by  the  Reformers,  confented  to  by  Parlia- 
ment -^  •*-  -^  ii-  3^ 

CottgngattM,  the  Proteftants  diftinguiflied  By  that  name,  i.  382. 
their  leaders  enter  into  an  aflbciation,  ibid,  are  involved  in 
difficulties,  ii.  i»  apply  to  Q^  Elizabeth  for  afli (lance,  a* 
Qiqney  fenc  them  by  her  intercepted,  4.  make  a  ra(h  and 
deiperate  attempt  on  Leith,  and  are  repulfed,  ib«  5 .  arc  no 
lefs  unfortunate  in  a  fecond  ikirmilh,  ibid,  are  quite  difpiritedi^ 
and  retreat  to  Stirling,  ibid,  are  joined  *by  the  body  of 
the  nobles,  6.  their  army  dwindles  away,  7.  ar^  animated 
by  Knox,  ib.  they  ^pply  again  to  Q^  Elizabeth,  S.  their 
parties  harafs  the  French,  13.  are  aflifled  by  a  Qeet  from  Engf 
land,  15.  conclude  a  treaty  at  Berwick,  with  the  D.  of  Nor* 
folk,  ibid.  1 6.  the  defign  and  fubflan^e  of  this  treaty,  ibid, 
negociate  a  peace  with  France,  ^4.  articles  pf  the  treaty^ 
26.  they  reap  advantages  from  it,  27.     See  Rffrrmatien, 

Covifiant^  national,  framed  in  defence  of  the  King  an^  govern- 
ment, iii.  83.  the  nature  an^  reafoaablenefa  of  it«  iMd«  84, 
the  progrefs  of  it  iince  <9w  -^  ibid* 

Courte^  ot  Scotland,  what  —  —  i.  366 

Craigt  a  miniHer,  isoldly  tefiifies  againft  Q^  Mary's  marriage 
with  Boihwell  rr?  —  ii.  218 

^ranuford,^  CapC.  of  Jordan  HiiU  furprifes  Dambartpa  Caiile^ 
ii.  331,  332.  the  difficult!'  s  of  that  enterprife  332 

Earl  of,  one  of  the  heads  of  the  Spanilh  fa6^ion,  iii.  82*, 


8  ;t,' offers  his  fervice  to  the  K.  of  Spain,  87.  joins  in  rebel- 
lion agrnft  tl^e  King,  90.  is  forced  to  fubmit  to  him,  ib» 
and  impritoned  a  fhort  time  -^  ibid. 

Cricktaif,  Reeent  daring  the  minority  of  K.  James  11.  his  bar. 

baroui  poiicy  —  --^  ^•254 

I  a  j^fuit*  a  plot  againft  Q^  Elizabeth  difcomed  by  bit 

m^ans    '  —  —  —     ^        iii,  7 

(Criminals,  a  remarkable  in  (lance  of  the  di^culty  of  bringing 
them  to  ju(lice  —  — •  i,  22O9  22t 

Crocf  duj(  the  French  ambaiTador,  refufed  to  countenance  Q^ 
Mary's  marriage  with  Bothweli,  ii.  219.  attempts  in  vaia  a 
reconciliation  between  the  Queen  and  the  confederate  Lords, 
225,  226.  mediates  a  trace  between  the  King  and  Queen's 
party  in  Scotia  ad  •-•  -^  J43 

^r9^n  imtrimnMl  oi  Scotland,  /ights  conveyed  by  the  gran^ 
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ofs  u  36;.  U  gfrantcd  by  ParHament  to  the  Dauphin  of  France, 
567.  deputies  appointed  to  carry  it,  but  are  prevented,  370. 
IS  demanded  by  Darnly  —  — •  ii.  145 

Cunningham,  Robert,  appears  at  the  trial  of  Bothwell  in  name 
of  the  Earl  of  Lennox,  ii.  412.  demands  a  delay,  which  is 
refufed  —  -^  ibid. 

Curiit  one  of  Q^  Mary's  fecretariea,  is  feized  and  carried  pri- 
iboer  to  London/  iii.  40,  is  produced  an  evidence  againft  her 

D  '' 

T\^rnly,  Henry,  Lord,  propoied  as  a  hufband  to  Q;^Mary,  ii. 
^^  103,  his  right  of.  fucccffion  confidered,  ibid.  104.  is  per- 
mitted to  vifit  the  court  of  Scotland,  f  lo-  arrives  there,  and 
qoicicly  gains  the  Queen's  heart,  1 1 1.  his  charadler,  113.  dif- 
gttils  feveral  of  the  nobks,  particularly  ^urray,  ib.  1 14.  cul- 
.  tivates  a  familiarity  with  David  Rizk>,  ib.  is  defpifed  on  that 
fccount,  115.  grows  intolerably  in folent  and  haughty,  133. 
jfchemesto  aiTaflinate  Murray,  125.  a  plot  to  feize  and  lend 
bim  to  England  prevented  by  the  Queen,  ibid,  evidences  of 
this,  1 26.  his  marriage  with  the  Queen  celebrated,  1 29.  is 
honoured  with  the  tide  of  King  of  Scotland,  ibid,  is  impla- 
cable with  re(pe£t  to  the  exiled  nobles,  140.  Wes  the  Queen's 
afFedlion  by  his  untoward  behaviour,  145.  demands  the  Crown 
matrimonial,  146.  becom^'sfufpicioas of  Kizio'sill offices  with 
the  Queen,  147.  his  refolution  to  be  avenged  of  him  encou- 
raged by  the  nobles,  149.  articles  agreed  00  between  them 
fpr  that  parpofe,  151.  heads  of  the  confpirators  who  perpe* 
irate  the  murder,  152.  conBDCs  the  Queen  after  it  is  com- 
mitted, 153.  prchibics  the -hi ee ting  of  the  Parliament,  ib« 
makes  his  efcape  with  the  Queen,  154.  her  hatred  to  him  in* 
creafes,  162.  is  negle^ed  by  her,  ar.d  treated  with  little  re* 
fpedt  by  the  nobles,  167.  reiolves  to  leave  Scotland,  169.  his 
wayward  and  capricious  behaviour,  170.  he  writes  thereafona 
of  his  conduct  to  the  Queen,  171.  his  Arange  behaviour  at 
the  baptifm  of  the  Prince,  le'i.  a  falie  reafon  alleged  for  this 
ponfoted,  189, 183.  retir^ij  to  his  father  at  Glafgow,  185.  falls 
fick  there,  188.  conjedures  concerning  his  diilemper,  ib.  is 
neglected  by  the  Queen,  189.  flie  afterwards  vifits  and  ex- 
preEes  affection  for  him,  191.  he  \%  prevailed  on  by  her  to 
^ome  to  Edinburgh,  193.  i&  lodged  in  a  feparate  houre,ibid* 
he  is  Aurdered  there,  194*  his  ch^^ra^dr,  ibid,  a  proclama- 
tion iflaed  for  difcovering  the  murderers,  19;.  a  remifs  en- 
quiry made  into  it,  196,  197.  Capt.  Blackadder  and  three 
others  executed  on  that  account,  232.  the  confeffion  of  Mor- 
ton the  Regent,  at  his  death,  concerning  the  murder,  401.  a 
diifertatton  concerning  bis  murder,  iii.  201.  paper  of  objec- 
tions of  the  Court  of  Ei^gl^nd  againft  his  marriage  with  Q^ 
Mary,  Appendix  —  —  300 

J>Avid  I.  King  of  Scotland,  his  profufion  to  the  church,  i.  348 
n      ■■-II.  troubles  during  his  minority  -^  i.  235 

P0vi/on,iM into  Scotland  by  Q^^lilizabcthf  as  a  fpy  pn  the  French 
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•rabaffador,  n.  loo.  is  fent  to  gain  Arran^s  intereH  to  Q^ 
Elisabeth,  iii.  4.  this  be  foon  a€Coinp]iihes>  ibid,  brings  the 
warrant  for  Q^  Mary's  death  at  Q^  Elizabeth's  defire,  $9.  is 
charged  by  her  with  difobeying  her  orders* 69.  is  impHfoned, 
tried»  and  fined,  and  lofes  all  favoar,  70.  objeAions  agaioft 
htm  in  the  caufe  of  the  late  Scottilh  Qaeen  App.  440 

1>£IJR*  Monft  is  fent  with  a  fopply  of  forces  to  afiift  the  French 
againik  tb«  Eoglilh  in  Scotland,  i.  j^o,  331.  bisfaccefs  there 

ibid. 

Pi/ciplinf  in  the  Church,  the  firft  book  of»  compofed,  ii.  44.  whj 
objected  againft  in  a  convention  of  the  dates,  ibid,  another 
attempt  in  faronr  of  Church  difcipline  fruftrated  40; 

J)(mflas$  the  power  and  property  of  that  family,  i,  2t^.  they 
afpire  to  independency,  236*  William  Earl  of,  murdered  bjr 
JL.  James  n.  254.  his  fon  endeavours  to  refent  it,  25c.  is 
forced  to  fly  into  England  --*  —  ibid. 

William,  (^Mary  committed  a  prifoner  to  his  caftle  of 

Locbleven  —  -—  —  ii-  231 

George,  brother  lo  the  above,  aiiiils  the  Queen  in 


making  her  efcape  —  —       ^^    ii.-  25 1,  2^2 

Archibald,  one  of  Darnly's  murderers,  ii.  346.  under- 


goes a  mock  trialfor  that  crime,  and  is  acquitted,  ibid,  is  fent 
ambafiador  to  England,  ibid,  letter  from  him  to  the  Q.  of 
Scots,  Appendix,  iii.  320.  to  the  King  —  41; 

J^rmji  Sir  William,  enters  Scotland  with  an  army  to  fupport  the 
King's  party,  ii.  322.  they  join  him  and  drive  off  the  Queen's^ 
ibid,  he  procures  a  truce  between  the  King  and  Queen's 
parties,  349.  comes  with  forces  to  affill  Morton  in  beiieging 
|he  caAle  of  Edinburgh,  366.  which  is  forced  to  furrender^  367 

Sir  Drue,  is  appointed  one  of  Q;^  Mary's  keepers    iii.  10 

Dudliy*  Lord  Robert,  recommended  by  Q^  Elizabeth  as  a  hnf. 
band  to  Q^^M^ry,  ii.  99.  why  a  favourite  of  Q^  Elizabeth's, 
ibid,  is  highly  promoted  by  her,  ibid.  lOo.  his  fitiiation  ex- 
tremely delicate,  101  •  becomes  fufpicious  of  Cecil  102 

JOwnbArim  CaiUe,  fttrftfified  and  taken  in  the  King's  name  by 
the  Regent  —  —  ii.  331—533 

Dury^  a  miniiler  of  Edinburgh,  baniOied  from  bis  charge  by 
K.  J^mes  for  his  ittt  invedives  againft  the  courtiers,  ii.  407. 
after  being  reftored,  he  is  driven  from  it  a  fecond  time,  for 
approving  the  Raid  of  Ruthven  -^     '  424 

E 

J^Dinhurgh^  is  taken   and  burnt  by  the  EngUfli,  L  312.  a 

J^  great  fray  there  between  the  French  and  Scots,  335,  336. 

is  feized  by  the  Reformers,  394.  its  inhabitants  are  terribly 

alarmed  by  the  French,  ii.  4.  a  treaty  there  with  the  French 

and  EngUfli,  24,  35,   a  loan  demanded  of  it  by  Q^Mary, 

136.  which  is  granted  for  the  fuperioricy^of  Leith,  ibid,  the 

.     treaty  of,  infilled  on  by  Q^  Elizabeth,  183,  184.  is  pofiefled 

by  the  Queen's  party,  320.  and  fortified  by  them,  334.  the 

City  and  Caftle  bold  out  agaioA  the  King's  forces,  347.  are  re- 
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dttced  to  great  Uraits  by  famine,  348.  are  relieved  by  a  truce^ 
349.  the  citizens  take  up  arms  to  promote  the  King's  mar- 
riage, iii.  91.  they  rife  agaiD^and  infult  the  King^and  hU  mi« 
niflers  on  the  murder  of  the  Earl  of  Murray,  97,  98.  aflift  the 
Kingagainft  Huntly,  109*  a  violent  tumult  there  on  account 
of  the  Cletgy,  123.  126.  they  are  feverely  punifhed  for  it  by 
the  King,  127.  130.  their  miniilers  return  to  their  charges, 
I3i>  132*  divided  into  parKhes,  and  number  of  minifters  in- 
creafed,  ibid,  they  decline  publilhlng  the  account  of  Gowrie't 
confpiracy,  iii.  160.  all  except  one«  who  is  baniihed,  are  per« 
foaded  by  the  King  to  do  it  -—  ibid.  161 

fj*ward  I.  of  England,  deftroyed  the  public  archives  of  Scot- 
land, i.  204.  is  made  umpire  between  Bruce  and  Baliol,  21 1« 
has  art  to  acquire  the  fuperiority  of  Scotland,  ibid,  his  wars 
with  the  Scots  under  Robert  Bruce  212,  213.  247 

^glintott^  Earl  of,  is  prevailed  en  to  join  the  King's  party,  ii.  337 
Siizaiitb,  her  peaceable  acceflion  to  the  Crown  of  England,  t. 
372.fupports  the  congregation  in  Scotland,  iu  2,  3.  is  fparing 
in  her  fupplies,  3.  refolves  to  fupport  them  on  a  fecond  ap- 
plication, 8.  her  good  condu6l  in  matters  of  importance^ 
9.  motives  that  determined  her  to  affift  them,  ib.  11,  it. 
her  deliberate  and  refolute  condocl^  14,  15.  fends  a  (Irong 
fleet  to  their  afliflance,  15.  concludes  a  treaty  with  them,  ib« 
16.  her  rfght  to  the  Crown  of  Eng)^nd  alTerted  by  Francis 
and  Mary,  in   France,  29.  obtains  advantageous  terms  for 
the  Scots,  ibid,  is  folicited  by  the  Parliament  of  Scotland  to 
marry  the  Earl  of  Arran,  26.  this  fbe  declines,   27.   the 
feeds  of  her  difcontent  with  Q^Mary,  48,  49.  her  jealoufy 
of  the  fucceflion,  50.  52.  her  excefQve  vanity,  and  jealoufy 
of  Mary's  beauty,  51,  54.   her  difUmuIation   to  her,  54. 
refufes  her  a  fafe  conoud,  55.  evideaceiLthat  (he  had  no  in- 
tention to  moled  Mary  in  her  pafTage  f  Scotland,  57.  fends 
to  congratulate  her  arrival  in  Scotland,  63.  refuies  a  con- 
ceifion  made  by  Q^  Mary,  ibid,  her  jealoufy  of  her  right  be- 
trayed  her   into   mean   adions,    6;.    her  refemblance    to 
Hen.  VII.  ibid,  a  perfonal  interview  with  Q^  Mary,  propofed, 
87.  (he  artfully  declines  it,  88.  her  views  in  regard  to  Ql^ 
K^ary's  marriage,  9s  9Z.  afTumes  a  difagreeable  authority, 
93.  names  one  for  a  hufband  to  Q^Mary,  99.  the  different  qua- 
lifications of  her  miniHersand  favourites,^  ib.  100.  diiTembles 
with  Q^Mary  about  her  marriage,  ibid.  io2.  and  likewife 
.   with  regard  to  L.  Darnly,  105.  affronts  Q.  Mary  by  her  laCu 
nuation  concerning  Lennox,  ib.  is  perplexed  about  the  mar- 
riage of  the  Scottiih  Queen,  109, 1 10,  permits  Darnly  to  vifit 
the  court  of  Scotland,  i  iq,  afFe^s  to  declare  againfl  Q.  Mary's 
marriage  to  him,  116, 1 17,  her  reafons  for  this  conduct,  1 18» 
119.  her  great  dilDmulation  in  that  affair,  124.  her  harfh  and 
deceitful  behaviour  to  Murray  and  his  aflbciates,  who  had  fled 
to  her,  134.  is  ilruck  at  hearing  of  the  birth  of  James  VI., 
1$$^  confeqts  to  itaqd  godmother  tq  him^  ibid«  the  Parlia- 
ment 
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ment  addrefs  her  to  fettle  the  fuccefiion,  174.  this  greatly  ett« 
barralTes  her>  ib.  175,  176.  (he  ioochs  aad  gains  ber  Pariia^ 
xn/rnt,  177.  endeavours  to  accommodate  her  differences  wich 
Mary,  183.  writes  to  her  to  delay  the  trial  of  Darnly's  mur- 
derers, 201 .  incerpofes  in  her  behalf  when  a  prifoner,  234,  her 
ambafTadqr  is  refufed  accefs  to  Q^  Mary,  2^6^  ihe  offers  aifift* 
ance  to  the  other  nobles,  237.  her  deiiberationt  concernrng 
the  difpofal  of  Q^Mary  on  her  arrival  in  England,  s6o,  261. 
refolves  to  detain  her  there,  ib,  252«  her  motives  to  this  cod- 
dufl,  ib,  263.  fends  her  letters  of  condolence,  and  gives  or. 
ders  to  watch  her  condud,  ib.  264,  265.  fhe  gladly  accepts 
the  ofHce  of  umpire  between  her  and  her  fubjedt,  265,  t06« 
receives  a  very  preffing  letter  from  Qj^Mary,  268.  herprf^caa- 
tiuns  againft  her,  269.  appoints  com mtffioners  to  hear  (^Mary 
and  her  accufers,  27^.  her  important  fittiation  on  thai  occa* 
fion,  ib.  her  views  in  this  affair,  277,  278.  receives  the  Re* 
gent's  demands,  282.  removes  the  conference  to  Weftmtnfter, 
284.  her  mean  trtiiicet  to  get  the  evidence  of  Q^  Mary's  guilt 
from  the  Regent,  291.  treats  her  with   great  ngoar,  292* 
writes  a  harfh  letter  to  Q^  Mary,  293.  (he  difmtfles  the  Regeac 
without  approving  or  condemning  him,  294*  bat  iecrecly  fop* 
ports  his  party,  295.  makes  propofah  to  the  Regent  in  her  fa- 
vour, 299.  Norfolk's  projed  concealed  from  her,  303.  difco« 
vers  and  defeats  a  rebtilion  in  Q^  Mary's  favoar,  30^,  309  re*- 
f  jlves  to  deliver  her  up  to  the  Regent^  313^  her  great  concern 
at  his  death,  3 17.  concinges  to  encourage  fadionsin  Scotland* 
31^ »  319.  her  political  condud  with  regard  to  Lennox,  323 
-—325.  is  excommunicated,  an4  deprived  of  her  kingdom,  lice* 
by  the  Pope,  324.  fop{>orts  the  King's  party  in  Scotland,  and 
"names  Lennox  to  be  Regent,  325.  propofes  a  treaty  of  occOm* 
modatton  between  Q^Mary  and  herfubje^s,  326-  procnres  a 
ceilacion  of  hoflilifies,  ib,  fends  propofals  to  Q^Mary,  327.  her 
artifices  in  the  condu^l  of  this  aiffair,  ib.  528.  appoints  cocamif- 
iioners  to  frame  a  ireacy,  329.  finds  a  pretence  to  render  their 
tnee^ng  fruitless; 3  30.  a  marriage  prjQipofed  between  her  and  the 
D.  of  Anjoo,54i.  declares  openly  ag ai n ft  the  Queen ^  party, 
346.  concludes  a  treaty  with  France,  348.  her  motives  for  ne- 
gociating  a  peace  between  the  two  parties  in  Scotland,  369.  is 
jealous  of  Cecil's  interview  with  (^Mary,  570.  negoeiates  a 
treaty  between  Morton  and  his  advertaries,  jtf;.  her  anfwer  to 
K.  James's  demand  of  a  pofleffion  of  an  eftate  in  England,  i^. 
386.  a  marriage  between  her  and  the  D.  of  Alenjpon  propofed, 
389,  interppfes  in  behalf  of  Morton,  394.  her  meafuresin  oiv 
tier  tofave  him,  396*  397.  countenances  the  confpirstors  at 
Kuthven,  41 2.  is  alarmed  at  a^eonfpiracy  againllher,  iii.  i,  2^ 
the  defigns  of  Q^  Mary's  adherents  againft  her,  g.  endea* 
vours  to  recover  her  intereft  in  Scotland,  and  gains  Arran  to 
her  iotereft,  4.  amufes  Q^Mary  with  &  froitlefs  negociatioo, 
7.  a  new  confpiracy  again  ft  her,  ibid,  an  aiTbciation  formed 
for  her  defence*  %  9.  iier  infpicions  of  Q^Mary^  ibid,  her 
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life  «ridang<i^ed  by  a  confpHracy,  19*  this  liov^  difcovered 
and  prevented,  16.  occa6ooi  an  extraordinary  ilatutc  fer  her 
prefer vatfion,  ib.  is  in  a  dangerous  fitaacion  from  th«  progreft 
of  the  bo4y  league,  21.  endeavours  to  form  a  oonfederacy 
of  the  Proteflant  Princes,  ibid.  22.  and  to  proceed  with  ri- 
gour againft  Q^  Mary,  23.  advances  her  intereft  in  Scotland, 
and  propoles  a  league  with  it,  ibid.  24.  fettles  a  peniion  upon 
K.  Jam«8»  ibid,  concludes  a  traaty  with  Scotland,  31.  account 
of  Babiogtoo'i  confpiracy  agsinft  her,  33 — 1|6.  her  diifw 
fnalaiioo  after  Q;^  Mary's  coovidtion,  51,  52.  her  anfwer  to 
Km  James's  tnterceffion  for  her,  S^^  her  farther  diifiinulation 
And  anxiety,  57.  figns  the  warrant  for  her  execution,  ^9. 
her  fpierch  to  Davifon  on  that  occaiion,  ib.  affect  to  lament 
Q^  Mary's  death,  68.  feveral  aiarks  of  her  artifice  in  that 
affair,  69.  70.  fba  endeavours  to  footbe  K.  James,  70.  pro* 
vQcaiions  giVen  by  her  to  Spain,  79,  80.  prepares  to  meet 
its  refentment^  81,  82*  endeavours  to  fecure  Scotland,  ibid. 
tries  to  prevent  K.  James's  marriage,  90.  folicitt  him  to  treat 
confpiratora  againil  htm  with  rigour,  102.  evades  the  decifioa 
of  K.  James's  right  cf  fucceffion  to  the  Crown  of  England, 
4)6,  I57.  isdifgufted  at  feveral  of  his  proceedings,  138, 139. 
discovers  his  correfpondence  with  the  Pope,  ibid,  irefh  grounds 
of  her  fttf|Mdon,  165.  hercondoA  with  regard  to  the  Earl  of 
Efiex,  ibid.  171.  her  irreiolutioa  concerning  his  death,  17  r. 
And  great  concern  after  it,  ibid,  receive*  ambaffadors  from  K. 
James  with  regard,  and  increafes  his  fubfidy,  172.  her  laft 
Ulnefs,  176.  conjectures  concerning  the  caufes  of  her  melan- 
choly, i76'-«-i79.  her  death,  179.  and  charadter,  ibid.  180. 
declared  the  King  of  Scots  her  fueceflbr,  182.  fome  of  her 
iettera.  Appendix,  iii.  2S7.  311.  322,  323.  330.  342.  544. 

3S7*  575* 

Elphnft^it^  fetretnry  to  K.  James  VI.  deceives  hjm  into  a  cor- 
lefpondance  with  the  Popf,  iti.  139.  is  tried  and  found  guilty 
of  high  treaioD,  ibid,  and  pardoned  on  the  Queen's  interxsef. 
iiofl  —  —  —  ibid. 

^Mgimtd,  the  EngUfh  lieize  and  detain,  K.  James  I.  of  Scotland 
long  a  prifoner,  i.  23;.  the  nobles  there  humbled,  2^9.  had 
early  two  hoofes  of  Parliament,  282.  they  iivvade  Scotland^ 
3 1 2.  their  depredations  there,  3 14.  a  peace  between  EngUnd, 
Fraoce>  and  Scotland.,  3 15.  invade  Scotland  again,  32^.  gain 
n  grtMi  vidiory,  329,  516.  it  proves  of  little  advantage  to 
tbem,  318.  they  force  the  Scots  into  a  clofer  union  with 
France,  329*  conclude  a  peacr,  333.  an  Englifh  ^  et  arrives 
in  Scodand  to  affift  the  congregation,  35 1,  a  peace  concludefl 
between  them,  ii.  15,  16.  they  enter  Scotland  and  beiiege  the 
French  in  Leith,  |6«  are  «feveral  times  repulfed,  18.  caufes 
of  their  bad  fiiccefs,  ib.  1 9.  articles  of  a  treaty  of  peace, 
97.  they  qvit  Scotland,  28.  refiedlions  on  the  right  of  fuc- 
«cffiop  to  their  Crown,  50— 53.  the  Parliament  favours  Q^ 
li^ry's  right  of  fuccofiion,  z;4.  a  league  betwe^to  England 
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and  France,  348.  between  England  and  Scotland,  iii.  Ji*  tbe 
national  covenant  adopted  in  England  -— .  84 

Ettfaiis,  with  what  view  introduced       -     —  1.  225,  224 

£fi/cofalgovtTnmtni  in  the  Church,  fome  account-«f  it,  ri.  37. 
an  attempt  to  revive  it,  3^7.  it  is  abolifhed  by  the  Aflembiy, 

•   406.  jarifdifiion  aboliifaed,  ill.  98.     Set  jlrchbifibops. 

Errol,  Earl  of,  one  of  the  heads  of  the  Spanifli  fa&ion»  iii.  82* 
bis  offers  of  fervice  to  the  K.  of  Spain,  87.  appears  in  rebellion,' 
88.  is  forced  to  fubmit  to  the  King,  89.  inipfifoned  for  a  ihort 
time,  ibid,  joins  in  another  confptracy,  100.  is  fummoned  by 
the  King  to  furrender,  102.  offers  to  fubmit  to  a  trial,  Ip6« 
fentence  pronounced  again  ft  him  -^  107 

Efjkine  of  Dun,  is  employed  by  the^Queen  Regent  to  deceive  the 
Proteftants,  i.  383.  his  refentment  of  this  afage    \  384 

>  Lord,  governor  of  Edinburgh  Caftle,^ds  a  neutral  part 

.  between  the  Q^een  Regent  and  the  coagreg^ion,  ii,  6*  re- 
ceives the  Qiieen  Regent  into  the  CafUe,.  i8.  is  aeated  Earl 
of  Mar,  8  3 .     See  Mar* 

'  Alexander,  has  the  chief  diredion  of  the  edacation  of 


K.  James  Vl«  ii.  376.  admits  fomeof  the  nobles  to  make  com- 
plaints to  him  againft  Morton  the  Regent,  378*  is  turned  out 
of  Stirling  Caftle  by  his  nephew  the  Earl  of  Mar  582 

]^fiuvai,  the  French  Envoy,  endeavours  to  obftrad  a  treaty  be« 
tween  England  and  Scotland  —  i*^*  31 

EfeXf  Earl  of,  fet  up  by  the  EngHfh  Papifls  as  a  candidate  lor 
the  Crown,  iii.  113.  heads  a  party  in  England,  165.  his  cha- 

•  ndter,  ibid.' is  greatly  diftiDgutfhed  by  the  Queen,  ibid»  166. 
favours  the  Kingof  Scots,  ibid,  obtains  the  offices  of  Lord 
Lieutenant  and  Commander  in  Chief  in  Ireland,  ibid*  is  un- 
fnccefsful  in  thatexpediti<n),  ibid,  receives  a  harfh  letter  from 
the  Queen,  X67.  returns  to  England  and  is  confined,  ibid. 
is  tried  and  cenfured,  ibid,  endeavours  to  fpirit  -  up  King 
James,  16^.  his  rafh  and  frantic  condud,  169.  is  again  taken 
intocuftody,  170.  hisdeatH,  171.  bis  ion  and  afibciaies  are  re- 
ftored  to  their  honours  after  the  acceffion  of  K.  James      ibid» 

Europe,  the  flate  of,  at  the  beginning  of  the  fixteenth  century, 

i.  287 

Excommunication^  a  terrible  engine  of  the  Popifh  Clergy  i.  353 

F 

ipEifon,  an  Englifhman,  fixes  the  Pope's  excommunication  of 

-^  Q^  Elizabeth  on  the  Gates  of  the  Bifhop  of  London  V  pa- 
lace     .       —  _  _  —         ,    tfc  334 

Fineion,  M.  de  la  Motte,  fent  by  the  French  King  to  interpofe 
for  K.  James  when  confined  by  the  Ruthven  coofpirators,  ii. 
416.  is  forced  to  return  without  fuccefs  '—  417 

Fim/ai  Government,  its  origin  and  ariftocratical  genias,  i.  215, 
216, 217,  218.  caufes  which  limited  the  power  of  feudal  A^o- 
narchs,  217.  feudal  vaiTals  liable  to  few  Uxes,  218.  a  remark- 
able bflincc  of  the  feebleaefs  of  feudal  government*  aaiy  222. 

the 
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the  mofl  perfefi  idea  of  the  feudal  fyftem,  how  attained/24^* 
ftftte  of  it  in  £ngland»  280— 28a.  and  in  Scotland,  278,  279* 

280 
fi/e^  a  populous  and  pow«rfal  country,  much  devoted  to  the 
congregation^  ii.   13.   is  deftroyed  and  plundered  by  the 
l^'rench,  ib.  the  fynod  of,  %xcommunicates  the  Archbiihop  of 
St.  Andrews  for  contumacy,  iii.  29.  they  excommunicate  the 
Popiih  Lords  <—  .-.  «.  206 
fhnnden^  the  battle  of                -—                 —                i.  264. 
Forbes^  Lord,  with  the  Earl  of  Argyle,  is  fent  agatnil  the  Po- 
piih Lords,  ii.  225.  are  defeated  by  them            —        ibid. 
Forduuy  John  de«  his  hiftory  of  Scotland  when  wrote        i.  204 
Forfter^  Sir  John,  warden  of  the  Engliih  border*  a  fcofile  be- 
tween him  and  the  Scots                '—            —             iii.  26 
Fotbiriugay  Caftle,  Q.  Mary's  imprifonment,  trial,  and  death 
there            .—                — .                _                iii,  40 — 65 
France t  the  confeiquences  of  the  fubverfionof  the  feudal  govern* 
menr  there,  i.  28S.  a  body  of  French  arrive  in  Scotland  to 
fiipport  the  Catholics,  322.  they  reduce  the  caftle  of  St.  Am^ 
drew^  ibid,  another  party  of  them  arrive  there,  530,  33  c. 
their  tranfaflions  there,  ibid.  332-  conclude  a  peace  with  Eng« 
land,  333.  their  politic  conduct,  334,  335.  they  leave  Scot- 
land, 354.  their  artifices  in  a  treaty  of  marriage  between  the. 
Dauphin  and  the  Q^ of  Scots,  365,  366.  the  Proteftants  en- 
deavour to  expel  the  French  army  out  of  Scotland,  399.  an- 
other party  of  them  arrive  there  and  fortify  Leith,  407.  they 
exafperate  the  people  by  their  infolence,  408.  they  are  fent 
againft  the  congregation,  ii.  12.  they  dellroy  and  plunder  Fife* 
and  are  much  haraifed  by  parties  of  the  congregation,  13*  I4<> 
are  greatly  alarmed  by  the  arrival  of  the  Englifh  fleet,  14.  they 
return  to  Leith  greatly  haralTed  and  exhauited,  1 5.  are  be- 
iieged  there  by  the  Englifh  and  the  congregation,   18.  they 
gain  feveral  advantages,  ibid.  19.  their  motives  for  concluding 
a  peace,  22.  negociations  for  that  purpofe,  23,  24.  articles  of 
the  treaty,  25#  26.  they  leave  Scotland,  28.  the  French  advife 
Q^  Mary  to  moderate  meafures,  46.  their  propofals  by  an 
arobaiTador  rejeded,  ibid,  they  agree  to  Q^  Mary's  marriage 
with  Lord  Darnly,  113.  the  licentiournefs  of  their  morals,  191 
>  King  of,  a  copy  of  his  directions  fent  to  Scotland,  Ap- 
pend.                     —                       —                     iii.  392 
Francis  L  gives  a  check  to  the  ambitious  projefis  of  Charles  V. 
i.  292.  MS  fidelity  to  the  Scots,  316.  his  death  322 
■     ■        XL  comes  to  the  crown  of  France,  i.  401 .  his  character, 
ibid,  is  guided  by  the  Duke  of  Goife  and  Cardinal  of  Lor- 
rain,  ii.  38.  he  treats  the  Proteftants  with  great  rigour,  22. 
his  death                   —               —               —  37 

G 

/^Ijffhrdst  Dodor  and  Gilbert,  their  nodon  concerning  the  law- 

M  fulnefs  of  killing  heretical  excommunicated  Princes,  iii.  33  • 

they  join  in  a  confpiracy  to  kill  Q^  Elizabeth,  ibid.  .Oilbertj| 
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being  gAiiied  by  Walfingham,  betrays  his  zffochttBf  3|(,  3d* 
is  employed  co  carry  on  a  foreign  correfpondence  .with  Qoeen 
Mary  —  —  ^       .      —  37   |J^ 

Giamss,  Lady,  is  condemned  to  be  borot  for  withcraft      i.  270 
•■■  Lord  ChaDccllor,  intimates  the  King's  order  to  Morton 

to  furrender  the  Regency,  ii.  379,  is  killed  in  a  rencounter  at 
Stirling  —  —  —  —  381 

*  the  totor  of,  joros  the  confptratprs  of  Ruthven,  ii.  4019. 

his  bold  fpeech  to  K.  James,  411,  he,  with  the  other  confpt- 
rators,  feize  the  Caftle  of  Stirling  and  ered  their  ftandard,A27< 
he  is  attainted,  and  his  eftate  forfeited  —  iii«  5 

Gla/^ow,  Bifhop  of,  a  note  of  his  concerning  the  Queen  of  Scot- 
land-'s  dowry.  Appendix  —  —  iii.  386 

GUncaim,  Earl  of,  joins  the  Rutbven  confpirators  ii,  409 

Giinlivatf  the  battle  of  —  —  Hi.  1 1 2 

Gordon,  Sir  John,  a  fcuffle  in  the  ftreets  of  Bdinbargh  between 
him  and  Lord  Ogiivy,  ii.  8o.  being  confined  for  it,  he  makes 
his  efcape,  ibid,  when  ordered  by  the  Queen  to  furrender  him- 
felf,  he  takes  op  arms  againfl  her,  ib.  82.  is  defeated,  and,  to- 
gether with  his  brother,  made  priibncr«  84.  he  k  beheaded 
and  his  brother  pardoned  —  —  "85 

>■  Lord,  fet  at  liberty  —  — .  H.  130 

*-  ■  Sir  Adam,  exerts  himfelf  for  the  Queen's  intereft  in  the 
norths  ii.  347.  his  charader  and  good  condud  as  a  fotdier 

Gonvriiy  Earl  of«  joins  in  a  confpiracy  to  feize  the  King  at  Ruth- 
ven»  11.  409.  is  vifited  and  pardoned  by  the  King  after  his 
efcape,  420.  becomes  fufpeaed,  and  is  ordered  for  Prance, 
426.  delays  his  voyage,  and  is  taken  into  cailody,  427.  he 
is  tried  and  executed  —  —  428 

*■  John  and  Alexander,  fons  of  the  above,  their  charaAer 

and  confpiracy,  iii.  I43.  the  furprifing  circamflances  of  that 
remarkable  tranfadion,  144 — 149.  feveral  difFerent  conjec- 
tures concerning  it,  149 — 161.  their  dead  bodies  brought  into 
Parliament  and  condemned,  i6i.  their  edates  and  honoort 
forfeited »  and  name  aboliihed  for  ever,  ib.  difFerent  accountt 
of  this  affair  publilhcd,  but  not  fattsfa^ory,  161—164.  See 
Jtuthven* 

Graham,  Sir  David,  of  Pintry,  accafed  of  a  confpiracy  with  the 
popiih  Lords  in  favour  of  Spain,  iii.  tco.  is  convi£^ed.and  be* 
headed  —  -^  —  loi 

Grays  mafler  of,  fome  account  of  him,  iii.  xu  he  becomes  a  fa- 
vourite of  K.  James  VL  ib.  is  gained  to  Q^ Elizabeth's  inte- 
reH,  ibid,  betrays  Q^Mary,  12.  perfaades'K.  James  to  write 
a  harih  and  undutiful  letter  to  her,  19.  joins  with  others  in  pro* 
moling  Qg,^'^'^^^^^'*^"^^*'^^  in  Scotland,  24.  his  treachery 
when  fent  to  intercede  for  Q.  Mary,  57.  his  bafenefs  disco- 
vered, he  is  difgra^ed,  73.  his  vain  attempt  againit  fecretary 
M  aitland,  74.  ad$  in  Itaty  as  a  fpy  from  the  court  ofl^Qgl^njfi, 

-  1  ^8.  a  memorial  of  his  for  his  Majefty,  Appeedix  i^,  427— 
43  4.  to  the  fccretary  of  fUto  -digitized  by  SooqIc  43 1 
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Ot4/!fs  Duke  of,  hit  irtoleiit  counfels  with  reirard  to  the  Scots,  i. 
400,  401*  is  murdered  at  the  Btge  of  Orleans  ii.  91 

*■  '■  ■  his  iotrigues  agajafi  Q^  £Hzabeth,  iii.  2,  j.  is  a  prin- 
cipal promoter  of  the  holy  leagae,  at*  8o.  drives  the  French 
king  oot  0/  his  capital  •^  '    -^  ibid; 

^      •,     .  .      •  «•  •         '     -    .       ^    • 

ilTJddiMpMntp  feized  and  fortiied  by  the  Englifli,  i.  329.  is 

"*^  relieved  by  the  French  •—  7-  33 » 

aamilioMg  the  rife  of  that  family,  i.  2:^7.  arbitrary. proceedings 

-  of  Mortop  the  Regent  againft  it,  it.  3^7.  See  CbattWerauh, 

—  of  Bothwelhaagh,  taken  pnfoner  ai  the  battle  of  i^ang* 
fide,  11.270.  is  tried  ,^nd  condeoined  for  rebellion^  ibid,  ob*^ 
tains  a  pardon  from  Murray  the  Regent,  by  the  interceflion  of 
Knox,  ibid,  an  account  of  his  murddriiig  Murray »,^  (3-— 315.' 
makes  his  eCcape,  3 15*  is  received  in  triumph  at  Hamilton,  317 

"    ~        •     '     "  "  "^       *  '     "       ihi 


Mr.  Patrick,  the  firft  who  fuffered  in  Scotland  for  1 


_,  Protettaqt  religion  -r-    .  -r  i.  373 

Hartford t  Earl  of.  invades  Scotland  with  an  £ngli(h  army,  i. 
312.  inftrn^ions  of  .the  |>rivy  coimcil  to^  313.  btirns  Edia* 
burgh  and  Leith,  ibid,  is  made  Duke  of  Somerfet,  and  pro- 
tedtor  of  England,  124.  .  See  Somtr/it. 

Hati0M,  vice- chamberlain  of  England,  the  arguinent  by  which 
he  prtvaile4  on  Q^  Mary  to  plead  at  .her  trial  iii.  44 

henry  ll.  oi  France,  feiids  forces  io  aflift  the  Scots,  i.  322.  a 
marriage  pix>p6red  between  his  fon  (he  Dauphin  and  the  young 
Q;^ of  Scots,  330i  331,  excites  the  Scots  to  invade  England, 
360.  his  infamous  impofition  on  Q^  Mary  in  ^he  treaty  of 
marriage,  36$,  366.  perfuades  his  fon  and  Q^  Mary  to  afliime 
the  titles  of  King  and  Q^^of  England,  378..  his  death      400 

^  III.  degenerates  greatly  on  his  acceffion  to  the  crown 

of  France^  iii.  20.  enters  int0  a  private  negotiation  with  Q^ 
£lizai>eth,  23.  interpofe^  feebly  in  behalf  of  Q.  Mary,  52, 53 
VIII.  of  England,  by  his  fy ftem  of  reformation  becomes 


formidable  both  to  Papifts  and  Proteflants,  i.  271;  propofes 
an  interview  with  King  James  V.  ibid,  h  difappointed  by  him, 
and  declares  war  againft  Scotland,  272,  273.  invades  it,  but 
is  forced  to  retreat,  274.  his  importance  as  to  the  balance  of 
power  in  Europe,  293.  his  influeiKein  Scotland  how  obtained, 
295.  his  fchemes  with  regard  to  it  on  the  death  of  James  V» 
300*  were  ill  conducted  by  himrelf,.and  odidus  to  the  Scots* 
501.  his  treacherous  feizure  of  Scots  (hips  that  took  (helter  in 
bis  ports^  304.  attempts  to. gain  the  Regency  by  great  pro. 
mifes,  306.  invades  Scotland,  312.  this  being  ill  conduded 
turns  tonoacct;lQnt,  ibid,  receives  and  rewards  the  Earl  of 
JLennoz»  31$*  encourages  the  murderers  of  Cardinal  Bestoon^ 
319.  his  death  and  charader,  320.  his  inconfiftent  conduct 
3^7.  excluded  the  Scotch  line  by  his  teftament  379 

hrHiSt  Lord,  joins  Chatelherault  in  oppofing  the  Regent,  ii. 
197.  comes  to  a  treaty  with  him^  ibid,  he  wad  the  Duke  a>e 
Vol,  111.  Hb  €oaaittt4 
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€OBi0)itted  prifenart  to  the  caAU  of  Edinbui^li,  299.  it^ 

mates  the  King's  order  to  Morton  to  ttttgn  tbe  Regency^ 

379.  accoootof  his  behaviour  in  Parliament,  Appendix,  liK 

271 .  a  letter  from  faiim  to  Lord  Scroop  and  Sir  F.  KnolHs,  35 1 

Hkk/ord,  fccretary  10  ih^  Duke  of  Norfolk,  betrays  him% 

diicoveriing  his  intrigues  with  Q.  Maiy  ii.  543,  3^- 

Highlandr  and  IJles,  an  attempt  to  civilize  them  by  £^«  James  VI. 

iit.  174*  regulations  for  that  parpofcibid.  three  towns  eo- 

dued  with  the  privileges  of  royal  boroughs  ordered  to  be 

'  built  there  -     —  •  —  —  175 

Hodg^on^  a  pried  of  Rheims,  maintained  the  lawfulnefs  of  kii« 

ling  heretical  excommunicated  Princes  -^  iii.  33 

Hornet  Alexander  Lord,  thwarts  the  meafures  of  the  Duke  of 

Albany, -Regent  ^-  —  1*237 

-r—  Lord*  fent  by  K.  James  VL  with  a  fecret  embafiy  to  the 

Pope  —  —       .       .  — *  iii.  J41. 

Hoiitard,     See  Ncrfaik. 

Hun/don,  Lord,  governor  of  Berwick*  his  interview  with  Ar- 
n^tt  —  — "  ^     iii.  4, 5 

Huntley,  Earl,  though  a  catholic*  joins  the  reformers  in  oppoling 
the  French  army,  i.  3^9.  affifts  them  only  with  fair  promiies, 
ii.  5.  his  further  concurrence  wi(h  them,  20.  fome  account 
of  that  family*  78,  79.  his  emnity  agait^ft  the  young  Queen's 
nuniftersy  ibid,  his  refentment  inflamed  by  an  accident,  89. 
appears  in  an  open  rebellion  againft  the  Queen,  8a.  his  plt)r 
againft  her  mia^rs  difappointed*  83.  breaks  out  into  open 
rebellion,  ibid,  is  trodden  to  death  in  tr battle*  8j.  his  family 
profrcuted  with  the  utmoft  rigour,  ibid,  feveral  anecdotes 
and  c  )rjedures  concerning  his  plot,  ibid.  9^ .  is  attainted  by 
Parliament,  94.  the  attainder  repealed,  and  the  family  re- 
ih>red  to  eftate  and  honours  —  265 

-  >  ■  ■'  his  attachment  to  Bothwell,  ii;  200.  2io.reforesto(ub-' 
mk  to  the  Regent,  298.  is  forced  to  do  it*  299.  adis  as  lieu- 
tenant to  the  Queen  after  the  Regent's  murder*  322.  is  pro- 
claimed a  traitor  by  Lennox  the  new  Regent,  325.  receives 
fome  money  and  promifes  of  afliftancc  from  Spain,  ibid.  326. 
agrees  to  a  treaty  witb  Morton  the  Regent,  365.  is  one  of 
the  heads  of  the  Spanilh  fadion,  iii.  82.  engages  to  the  Prroce 
ci  Parma  to.  ferve  the  King  of  Spain^  87.  is  imprifoned  for  a 
ihort  time*  89.  ereds  a  fiandard  of  rebellion,  ibid,  but  forced 
tofubmit  to  the  King,  90.  is  again  imprifoned,  ibid,  isfoon 
fet  at  liberty*  ibid,  receives  a  commiflion  front  the  King*  97. 
his  barbarous  murder  of  the  Earl  of  Murray f  ibid.  is.fum« 
mone4to  i'urrender  to  juAice,  98.  flies  to  the  mountains,  102. 
offers  to  fttbmit  to  a  trial*  ,106^  fentence  pronounced  againft 
bim,  107.  refafes  to  fubmit,  loS.  makes  another  defperate 
attempt*  bat  is  forced  to  fly  —  no,  ixi 

I 

^JMES.  L  was  detained  lon^  a  prifoner  m  Bngfand,  i.  235. 
«/  uottbics  in  Scotland  during;  that  time^  ibid.  236.  was  much 
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sffiproved  bj  an  EngliOi  education,  «49»  s^o.  his  policy  on 
his  return  to  Scotland,  250.  his  charader,  ibid.  25 r.  Tap-' 
prcffes  the  power  of  the  nobles,  ibid,  they,  being  exafpc- 
rated,  confpire  agawift,  and  murder  hiiri  252,  253 

'Jams  li.  troubles  in  Scotland  during  his*  minority,  i.  236,  2J7; 

.his  atienripts  againft  the  noblei,  253,  254.  murders  the  Earl 

of  Douglas,  254.  procures  feveral  good  laws  to  be  paiTsd,  255, 

255.  reduces  the  power  of  the  nobles,  256.  his  death       25*/ 

III.  the  ftate  of  Scotland  daring  liis  minority,  i.  237. 

hit  impolitic  conduft,  257,  258.  kills  one  of  his  brothers,  and 
is  invaded  by  another,  258.  is  greatly  infulted  by  his  nobles, 
460.  his  defpicable  minion?,  ibid,  was  the  Hrft  that  appointed 
a  (landing  guard  to  his  perfonj  261.  the  nobles  are  provoked 
to  take  arms  again fl  him,  262.  is  killed  in  %  battle  againfl 
them,  ibid,  his  chara£ler  —  ibid.  263 

IV.  his  charadter,  i.  263.  is  killed  in  a  battle  againft 


the  Englifh  at  Flowden  —  — -  264. 

Vi  his  minority  long  and  turbulent,  i,  237,  tranfadtroas 


during  that  time,  264,  26^.  afTames  the  government  while 
very  young,  266.  his  charadter,  ibid.  267.  his  fcheme  for  hum- 
bling the  nobles,  I67— 271.  is  diverted  from  it  by  the  clergy, 
273,  274.  takes  arms  for  the  defence  of  his  kingdom,  274. 
his  nobles  refufing  to  follow  him,  throws  him  into  a  deep  me- 
lancholy,  275 — 277,  which  is  increafed  by  a  furprifing  defeat 
of  his  forces*  276.  'his  death,  277.  refleftionson  hiscondudl, 
ibid;  27^.  he  refufed  an  alliance  with  Gharles  V.  Emperor,  294 
Vf-  his  birth,  ii.  166.  his  baptifm,  iBi.  the  care  of  him 


committed  to  the  Earl  of  Mar,  198.  is  by  him  prcferved  from 
falling  into  the  hands  of  Borhwell,  220.  is  crowned,  240.  the 
nobles  opprelTed  by  Morton  the  Regent,  turri  their  eyes  to  him, 
for  rediefs,  375.  his  education  and  difpoii'tions,  376,  377.  he 
becomes  fufpicioeis  of  the  Regent^s  power,  377.  difcoVers 
early  a  great  attachment  to  favourites,  389.  adopts  two  of  dif« 
fere&t  difpoiitions,  ibid«  enters  Edinburgh  with  great  foldm* 
nity,  392.  is  by  his  favourites  engaged  in  unpopular  meafurcsj 
408,  409.  is  fei!sed  'by  a  party  of  nobles  a:  Ruthven,  410.  and 
forced' tO' receive  complaints  againft  his  favourites,  ibid,  dif- 
fembl^e  with  them,  and  baniihes  Lennox*,  412.  is  brought  to 
Stirling  ^nd  Holyroodhonfe,  4i4(  his  concern  for  Lenndx's 
death,  and  regard  fof  his  memory,  41^4  receives  the  Frehch 
ambaffador  with  great  refpeift,  416.  makes  his  efcape  from  tht 
confpfrators,  417.  refolves  to  treat  them  with  moderatibtt,  ^19* 
vifits  Gowrie  and  grants  him  a  pardon,  ib.  reneNVs  his  fond- 
fiefs  i^  Arran>420.  i'S  by  him  perfuaded  to  violent meafiires 
againft  the  confpirators,  ib;  his  anfwer  to  a  haughty  letter  from 
C^  Elizabeth  on  their  behalfi  421.  is  by  her  interpofition  ren- 
dered more  violent  againil  them,  423.  ir  provoked  by  the 
clergy,  424.  hir  (leps  to  humble  them,  427.  his  profuiloh  to 
Arran,  iii;  61  fendsaiienT  favourite  to  England  againft  the  ba- 
fiifliediofd«)  lOk  devolves  the  whole  regal  authority  on  Afran, 
11,  i3.  write*  an  afldutiful  letter  to  his^othcr^jg,^  JfvSRSjIe 
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ened  to  be  difinberited  by  her,  ib.  receives  a  penfion  firom  (j^, 
Elizabeth*  ag.  is  reconciled  to  the  exiled  lords,  27.  becomes 
popular  by  concluding  a  treaty  ^nrith  England,  31.  his  fcan- 
daloas  behaviour  with  regard  to  Arch**.  Douglas,  32.  his  en* 
deavours  to  fave  bis  mother's  life  after  her  condemnation,  33* 
34.  is  greatly  incenfed  at  Ker  death,  70.  argoments  ofed  bf 
the  Englifh  minifler  to  pacify  him,  ibid.  71*  is  forced  to  ftifle 
his  refentment,  ^t*  attempts  to  unite  the  nobles,  74,  75*  ii 
courted  both  by  Spain  and  England,  81,82.  refolves  vigo« 
roufly  to  adhere  to  the  latter,  82.  takes  feveral  fteps  with  thai 
viewi  ibid,  his  dcill  in  the  popiiH  controverfy,  88.  wrote  t 
commentary  en  the  Revelationsi  ibid;  his  maxims  with  regard 
to  popery,  ibid.  89.  bis  exceflive  lenity  to  confpirators  againft 
him,  ibid,  refolves  to  marry  the  Prineefs  of  Denmark,  90* 
arts  ofed  to  prevent  it,  ibid,  the  marriage  is  confommated  in 
Norway^  92.  paiTes  feveral  months  in  Denmark,  ibid,  refiec-r 
tions  on  his  conduA  there,  ibid.  93;  his  arrival  in  Scotland 
with  bis  Queen,  94.  indulges  the  Prefbyterians,  ibid.  95.  the 
ill  cohfequences  of  his  Jenity,  ibid.  96.  his  zeal  againft  witch- 
Craft,  ib.  is  foUcited  by  Q^  Elizabeth  to  treat  the  confpirators 
^^ainft  him  with  rigour,  102,  103.  is  fufpeded  of  conniving 
with  them,  103.  is  lurprized  and  feized  by  Bothwell^  ib.  104. 
and  forced  to  comply  with  his  terms,  ib.  his  ^eniry  to  Both- 
well  abofed,  107.  is  fufpeded  of  favouring  the  popifli  Lords^ 
io8.  is  in  new  danger  from  them,  109.  delegates  his  autho- 
rity to  Argyle  and  Forbes  againft  them,  lii.  goes  in  perfori 
againft  them«  112.  waftes  their  lands  and  garrifons  their 
caftles,  ib.  his  right  of  the  focceftion  to  the  crown  of  Bng.i^ 
land  oppofed  by  the  Papifts^  113,  his  lenity  to  them  incen& 
the  clergy  and  people,  117,  11 8.  is  much  provoked  by  the 
obftinacy  of  the  clergy,  lai.  gives  orders  againft  them,  124. 
IS  much  infulted  and  in  great  danger  atEdinburgbt  124— 
1 26.  leaves  Edinburgh,  and  proceeds  with  feverity  againft  the 
citizens,  127—130.  acquires  abfolote  dominion  in  ecdefiafti- 
cal  affairs,  131, 132.  ftrengthens  his  intereft  in  Parliament  hj 
reftoring  the  feats  of  the  ecclefiaftics,  133— 135*  endeavoara 
with  fuccefs  to  gain  a  party  in  England,  1 36,  mcreafes  his  re- 
putation by  publiihing  bis  Bafilicon  Doron,  137.  isaccnfed  hy 
Q;^  Elizabeth  of  correfponding  with  the  Pope,  139.  thia  he 
denies,  and  how  accounted  for,  ibid.  140.  other  reports  con* 
cerniog'this,  ibid,  is  at  great  pains  to  gain  the  Roman  catho- 
lics, 141.  his  regulations  with  regard  to  the  church,  142, 143. 
the  myfterious  affair  of  Cowrie's  confpiracy,  I43«»i64.  hia 
cautious  behaviour  in  regard  to  the  Earl  of  Effex,  169.  fenda 
ambaffadors  to  fave  him,  170.  thev  arrive  too  late,  ib.  he  re- 
ftores  his  fon  and  affoctates  to  their  hononrs  after  his  acce£- 
£on|  ibid,  continues  his  intrigues  in  England,  ibid.  17a,  173^ 
his  intereft  greatly  ftrengthencd  there,  u>«  endeavours  to  d- 
'  vilizethe  highlands  and  iiles,  174,  175.  ia  proclaimed  King 
in  Enjgland  after  the  death  of  Q.  Elizabeth,  1 8 1  •  is  prDclaiined 
Kkcwife  in  Scotland^  i%%.  prepaica  for  his  joanef^  to  Eeiis. 
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land^  184.  enters  London,  and  takes  pofleffion  of  the  tlirpne, 
185.  his  cbarader  bow  different  from  that  of  Q^^ Elizabeth, 
ib.  a  letter  from  him  to  Mr.  Archibald  Doaglas,  Appendix, 
423.  curious  letter  to  him  from  an  unknown  Engliih  corref- 
pondent  • —  -^  443' 

Iwverne/s  caftle,  rcfnfes  to  furrendcf  to  Q^^Mary,  ii.  83.  it  is 
forced,  and  the  governox  puniflied  —  ibid. 

Italy^  the  liberty  6i^  how  prcferved  r—  i.  289 

jrETTH^  Sir  William,  fent  to  intercede  for  Q^  Mary  when 

/V  under  featence,  iii«  5f«  letter  from  him  to  fecretary  ^falt«    ' 
land.  Appendix  -rr  rr  4*3 

Kent^  Earl  of,  appointed  to  fee  the  fentence  againft  Q^  Mary 
executed  —  —  '  iii«  60 

KiTt  of  FerniherU,  ravages  England  on  the  murder  of  Murray 
the  Regent,  ii.  2.  his  defign,  5.  has  a  fcnlHe  with  theEni*?iih, 

lu.  26 

— —  Geo.  brother  to  L.  Newbottic,  is  difcovered  when  ready 
to  fail  to  promote  a  plot  in  Spain,  iii^  lOo.  h|s  fcheme  ope«- 
ed,  ibid,  efcapes  out  of  prtfon  r~  103 

Killtgrtn»i  Henry, his  declaration  on  the  peace.  Appendix,  iii.  382 

'^iugst  feudal,  the  moil  limited  of  all  Princes,  i.  215.  general 
caufes  of  this,  217.  their  revenues  were  bi^t  (mall.  ib.  218. 
)iad  no  Handing  armies,  219.  and  jarifdiAion  limited,  220. 
means  ufed  to  extend  the  royal  authority,  240.  their  juri/dic* 
tion  enlarged,  242.  the  extraordinary  influence  of  theScottifh 
Kings  in  Parlianient,  278.  the  reafon  of  this  ibid.  284 

KirkaJdy  of  Grange,  one  of  the  murderers  of  Beatoun,'  is  recalled 
by  the  C^Qowager,  i.  363.  his  attainder  reverfed  in  Parlia- 
nient, ii.  94.  of^rs  to  fight  Bothwell  in  fingle  combat,  226. 
his  interview  with  Qi^Mary,  in  name  of  the  confederate 
Lords,  227.  refcues  M'aitland  from  confinement,  308.  labours 
to  fupport  the  King's  authority,  and  reilore  harmony  after 
the  murder  of  the  Regent,  319,  3*20.  accedes  to  the  Queen's 
f^^yft  320.  provides  lov  a  fiege  by  increafing  his  garrifon  and 
fortifying  Edinburgh,  334.  proclaims  Lennoxes  authority  un- 
Jawful  and  ufurped,  ibid,  attempts  in  vain  to  prevent  a  meet- 
ing of  the  Parliament,  335.  forms  a  fcheme  for  furprifing  the 
Kind's  party,  339.  is  at  firft  fuccefsful,  but  afterwards  defeat- 
ed, ibid,  comes  near  to  an  agreement  with  Mar  the  Regent, 
355.  a  treaty  with  Morton  breaks  it  off,  363— 365.  fires  upon 
Edinburgh  from  tiie  caftle,  364.  is  befieged  by  the  Regent, 
affiled  by  the  Engliih  forces,  366.  is  forced  by  mutiny  of  th« 
garrifon  to  capitulate,  367.  furrenders  to  Drury  the  Engliih 

feneral,  ib«  is  by  order  of  ^Q^  Elizabeth  delivered  up  to  the 
-^gAit,  369.  he  and  his  brother  are  executed  ibid, 

^nollyif  Sir  Francis,  fent  by  (^Elizabeth  with  letters  of  condo- 
lence to  (^  Mary  on  her  arrival  in  England,  ii.  263.  fome  of 
.^S'lfttti'Sj  Appendix  —  iii*  35$*— 360 — 36 j 

Hh  3  £n% 
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^KnoXt  John*  a  famous  reformer,  his  cbaraf^er,  i.  3^7.  after  being 
fome  time  abroad  he  is  recalled  by  the  persecuted  ProteftantSj. 
384*  inflames  the  mahitude  at  Perth  with  rage  again  ft  the  Pa« 
pifts*  ibid,  his  notion  concerning  the  govern ment  of  women 
whence,  391.  bis  refidence  fixed  in  Edinburgh,  396.  com- 
plains of  the  lakewarmnefs  of  the  reformer.s  410.  his  opinion 
to  the  convention  of  reformers  that  it  is  lawful  to  refift  and  de^ 
prive  tyrannical  Princes,  413.  animates  and  revives  the  de- 
{ponding  Congregation,  ii.  7,  8.  pomplains  of  the  negled  of 
the  reformers  in  providing  maintenance  for  their  preachersj, 
34.  recommends  the  Geneva  model  of  Church  Government, 
42.  propofes  fuperintendants  in  t6e  church,  43.  compofes  the 
£rft  book  of  difcipHne^  44.  renounces  friend(hip  with  the  Earl 
of  Murray  for  his  moderation,  96.  is  tried  for  encouraging  a 
mutiny  among. the  people,  and  acquitted,  97.  popifh  judges 
cbncor  in  this  dectfion,  98.  is  publicly  accufed  by  Maitland 
of  preaching  feditious  dodrine  concerning  refinances  109* 
f;barader  ofthe  two  difputants,  ib.  approved  of  feveral  in* 
fiances  of  aflaiSnation,  161.  agrees  to  fome  regulations  con- 
^erniog  the  eledion  of  Bifhops,  359.  his  death  and  charader* 
359'  3^*  ^^'  eulogium  by  Morton  the  Regent,  361.  articles 
lent  by  him  to  the  general  afiembly.  Appendix  iii*  381 

T  Angfidit  the  battle  of—  -^  li,  256 

^  Laurreau^  Cardinal*  is  ferit  as  a  nuncio  from  the  pope  with  a 

prefent  to  (^Mary  of  Scotland,  ii.  178.  is  ftopped  at  Paris,  179 

Ltague^  holy,  a  confederacy  of  Roman  catholics  fo  called,  iii.  2 1  • 

was  univerfally  agreed  to  by  them  all  over  Europe  ibid« 

Learnings  the  revival  of,  promotes  the  reformation  i.  346 

tfuefier.  Earl  of,  appointed  a  commi^oner  to  the  conference  at 

Weftminfter  - —  —  ii.  287 

.  LtifJf  burn^  by  the  Englifh,  i.  312.  fortified  by  the  French,  406. 

beiieged  by  the  Engliih,  ii.  16.  Q^  Mary  lands  there  from 

prance,  ^7.  the  fuperiority  of  it  granted  by  her  to  £dinburgh,| 

13,6.  is  feized  and  fortified  by  Morton  the  Regent       ii.  335 

fjenmv.  Earl  of^  arrives  in  Scotland  from  France,  i.  306.  is  much 

courted  by  cardinal  Beatouj;),  ibid,  his  pretenfions  to  the  fnc- 

cefiioo  how  founded,  309.  refents  Beatoun's  deceitfulnefs  to 

him,  310*  heads  the  reformer^  and  the  advocates  fqr  the  £ng« 

li(h  alliance,  3^1.  furprifes  the  Regent  and  Cardinal,  ibid*  is 

outwitted  by  the  Cardinal,  ibid,  continues  alone  in  the  in- 

tereft  of  England,  314.  is  forced  to  fly  to  that  court,  where 

be  is  rewarded,  ibid,  is  married  to  a  neice  of  K.  Henry's,  by 

which  be  became  father  to  a  race  of  King^,  ibid,  his  claim  to 

the  fucceiTion,  ii^  103.  is  imprifoned  for  afecr.et  correfpondence 

with  Q.  Mary,  104.  is  invited  fecrctly  by  h^r  to  return  to  Scot- 

^nd,  ibid,  arrives  in  Scotland,  and  is  received  with  great  fa- 

milianty  by  her,  ic6,  107.  his  forfeitfire  i»  repealed,  and  he  is 

I'eilored.  to  hip  eftate  and  honours  by  the  Parliament,  107.  his 
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la^y  fcnt  prifoner  to  the  Tower  of  London,  1  ig.  and  treated 
with  rigour,  1 74.  he  infids  on  the  profecution  of  his  Ton  Darn- 
ley*s  murderers,  197..  charges  Bothwell  with  it,  ibid,  the  pro- 
fecution is  hurried^  199.  he  craves  a  delay,  which  is  refufed^ 
201.  he  is  left  alone  iait,  ibid.  foTicits  Q^ Elizabeth's  intereft 
to  obtain  a  delay,  ibid,  infiih  on  it  by  proxy  at  the  trial,  bat 
'  is  over-ruled,  203*  being  apprehenfi^e  of  danger  he  Hies  to- 
'  wards  England,  204.  his  covintefs  accufes  Q^  Mary  of  the  mor- 
^er  to  Q^  Elizabeth,  266.  he  appears  at  the  conference  at 
W^minlter,  and  accufes  Qj^  Mary  of  the  murder  upon  oath, 
289.  returns  to  Scotland  prote6led  by  an  Englifh  army,  321. 
is  defied  Regent,  325.  his  progrefs  agdinft  the  Queen's  party, 
ibid,  appoints  commiilioners  to  frame  a  treaty  with  thofe  of 
*  the  Queend,  329.  furprifes  Dumbarton  caftl^,  331 — 333.  joms 
the  earl  of  Morton  at  Leith,  335.  holds  a  Parliament  in  the 
Canongate,  ibid,  another  at  Stirling,  338.  he  is  Curprifed  and 
killed  there  —  —  —  340 

[sennoxt  Lord  Aabigny,  his  character,  ii.  390.  joins  with  the  King's 
other  new  favourite  to  undermine  Morton,  392.  renounces  Po- 
pery, 393.  Q^Elizabeth  demands  him  to  be  removed  from  the 
privy  council,  394.  is  accufed  by  her  ambafTador,  398.  Arraa 
tries  in  vain  tofupplant  him,  404.  is  commanded  by  K.  James 
'  at  the  requedof  the  nobles  to  leave  the  kingdom^  412.  puts  off 
hisdepartareonvariouspretences,4i2,4i3.  return's  unwillingly 
to  France,  where  he  foon  dies,  414.  his  memory  vindicated 
and  much  regarded  by  the  King,  419.  died  a  proteilant,   ibid. 

m Earl  of,  left  as  the  King's  litutenam  in  the  north  after 

difperHng  the  popifll  Lords      .      «-  —  ■  iii.  1 1  z 

f^efiie,  Norman,  murders  Cardinal  Beatoun,  i.  316.  he  and  his 

affociates  keep  pofTeifion  of  the  caftle  of  St.  Andrews,  ibid. 

-    makes  a  truce  with  tha  Regent,  319.  are  encouraged  by 

■     Hen.  Vin.  —  —  —  320 

ye^ Bifhop  of  Rofs,  is  fent  by  ihc  Catholics  in  Scotland  to 

engage  Q.  l^ary  in  their  intereft,  ii:  45.  his  propofals  to  her 
rejected,  ibid.  46.  his  negociations  in  England  in  favour  of 
*     Q^M ^ry,  343.  is  confined  long  in  th<i  1  ower,  and  afterwards 
is  banilhed  England  —  -?—  546 

hind/ay^  Lord,  carries  the  propofal  from  the  confederates  to  Q^ 
Mary,  that  (he  (hould  relign  the  government,  ii.  239.  joins 
the  Ruthven  confpirators  —  —  410 

Lochfevin  caftle,  Q^Mary  committed  a  prifoner  there,  i.  231. 
her  efcape  from  thence  —  —         .251 

'■■  Lord,  letters  to  arid  from  him,  Appendix  iii.  387 

'  loganoi  Rellalrig,  an  alleged  accomplice  in  Cowrie's,  conipi- 
racy,  iii.  156,  151.  is  tried,  and  his  eilate  forfeited  long  after 
bis  death  —  —  ibid.  152 

Lords ^  confederate,  affociate  againil  Bothwell  and  (^Mary,  ii. 
222.  raife  forces  againfl  them,  223.  publiih  the  motives  of 
their  condud,  224.  prevail  on  (he  Qgf  en  to  furrender  to  them^ 
227.  ilflume  the  title  of  Lords  of  the  fecret  coanciU  and  the 
^ojr    au   onty  j^  .  "digitized  by  L^CjjC^pfe 
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IfrJst  popifhy  confpire  agunft  K.  Jamea,  iii.  87.  are  triea^4 
'  by  bim  with  great  lenity,  4q.  Torifi  a. new  confpiracy,  iqq* 
the  Ring  proceed^  again (1  them,  101.  more  of  his  lenity  to 
them*  105.  freih  dangers  froiQ  them^  109.  they  rc;ceive  money 
from  Spain,  1  ip.  s(eal  of  the  clergy  agaioil  them»  ibid*  are 
declared  guilty  of  treafon,  and  tl^eir  ^Oates  forfeited,  1 1  ;•  de- 

*  feat  the  Ring's  army*  1  iz,  ar^  difperfed  on  the  King's  ap- 
proach, lit.  go  abroad  aiid  give  fe(;urity  to  keep  the  peace, 
ibid,  return  to  Scotia nc),  and  petition  for  leave  to  ^eiide  in 

\lheir  own  houfes,  iiB.  this  granted  by  a  convention  of  elbates, 
ibid,  recant  their  errors^  and  are  ablolved  frpm  excommani- 
cation,  1 32,  relapfe,  and  are  again  reconciled  to  the  ciiarch 
of  Rome,  ib.  are  reflored  to  their  eilates  and  honotiirs         1 5^ 

torrain,  Cardinal^  gets  foiiie  of  th^  be|^  b^nefiq^s  in  SiCQtlandf 

■■  Princes  of,  thfir  ambitions  yie^s,  i.  ^76.  infligate  the 

Daupliin  and  Q^Mary  to  take  the  Titles  ot  King  and  Qaeen 
of  England,  378.  refolve  to  invade  England,  379.  and  19 

^  check  the  Reformation  in  Scotland,  ibid,  the  Cardinal's  great 
influence  over  the  young  King,  j^z,  drives  the  C^een  Regent 
of  Scotland  to  violent  meafures,  468.  their  violences  occ^^on 
a  confpiracy  againft  them,  ii.  23.  are  forced  to  vyitbdraw  their 
troops  fron)  Scotlapd,  ibid,  tniy  inf^lt  the  Scdtti(h  ambafla- 
dor,  36.  have  great  power  oyer  i)^e  voi^ng  &ing  and  QS^''* 
37 y  3^*  ^T^  forced  ^6  contraft  their  views  on  the  death  of  the 
King  -^  -     —  -.     '  39 

Luther,  a  bold  and  principal  promoter  of  the  Reformation,  |. 
346.  the  rapid  progrefs  of  hia  dodrine  Tp  347 

]l/f^yQ^9  John,  his  hiftory  of  Scotland,  fpmip  accoqnt  of,  1.  ^05 
•f*^  Maitland  of  Lcthingcon,  fecretary  to  Mary  Queen  Re» 
gent,  leaves  her  fervice,  and  joins  the  Congregation,  ii.  ^, 
his  character,  ibid.  7.  is  fent  bj  them  anabaif^dor  to  Q. 
Elizabeth,  8.' fends  them  afTurai^ces  of  her  protection,  i2« 
is  fent  by  Q^  Mary  to  the  court  of  England,  63*  maizes  1^ 
conceffion  to  Qj^  iBlizabethj  ibid.  64.  accompanies' Q*^  Mary 
in  a  progrefs  to  the  north,  81.  he  is  e^nployed  by  Q;^Mary 
to  defire  a  perfonal  intcrvjew  with  (J^  Elizabeth,  87.  puDK 
licly  accufes  Knox  of  preaching  feditious  doArine  concerning 
refinance,  109.  intimates  to  Q^EIizabet^  t|^^  ^nt^ntions  pf 
tj^  Mary  to  marry  Darniev,  116.  prudently  conceal^  her  re« 
JTentment  from  (^Elizabeth,  ii8*  propofqs  moderate  me^- 
iures  with  regard  to  Q^  Mary  when  imprifoned,  337.  n^ 
tends  the  Regent  when  calle4  on  to  accufe  her  in  Englandt 
975.  he  difapproves  of  this  meafure,  ibidt.  his  intrigue  with 
ihe  Dujce  of  Norfolk,  281.  300,  301,  is  imprifoned  by  t^e 
Regent,  307.  is  relieved  by  Kirkaldyi  and  fecurfd  in  the,caft 
ile,  30S.  propofes  a  coalition  6f  th^  two  parties  after  the  mart 
^er  of  the  Regent,' 3I 9'.  accedes  to  the  Queen's  party,  3^0.  is 
^|^riv|d'of  his  oSce  01  fewUr^^i  ^dproclaioied  (r|it^^^2^ 
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M  attdnted  in  a  Parliament  of  the  King's  party,  7^^^.  ^gree^ 
ynth  Mar,  3f  9»  396.  his  views  in  refufing  a  reconciliation  with 
Morton  the  Regent,  363,  364.  rejeds  overtures  of  a  treaty 
with  him,  ibid,  is  beiieged  by  him  in  the  caflle  of  Edinburgh^ 
367.  is  forced  to  capitulate  and  furrender  to  the  Englifh  ge- 
neral^ ibid,  to  avoid  the  Regent's  refentnaent  he  difpatches 
hifnfelf,  369.  federal  of  his  letters.  Appendix,  iii.  375.  .^23 
^aidandi  Sir  John,  is  made  fee retary  for  Scotland,  iii.  23.  con- 
curs with  others  in  promoting  Q^  Elizabeth's  intcreft  there, 
ibid,  attempts  againft  him  by  Capr.  James  Stewart,  late  Ar. 
ran,  74^  they  prove  abortive,  and  he  is  advanced  to  be  chan* 
ceUor,  ibid,  «n  attempt  to  remove  him  from  that  oQice  fruf- 
trated,  89.  his  death,  1 15.  a  copy  of  verfes  in  hpnobr  of  him 
.wrote  by  the  King  —  -5-  ibid, 

fdar^  fiarl  of,  that  title  conferred  on  the  Prior  of  St.  Andrewsy 
ii.  79.  accompanies  the  Queen  in  a  progrefs  to  the  north,  81. 
he  and.  his  alTociates  narrowly  eifcape  tiiTad] nation,  82,  S3,  ia 
creatrd  Earl  of  Murray,  83.  ^te  Murray. 
.?  ■ "  ,  the  title  is  conferred  on  L.  Erikine,  ii.  83.  the  perfon  of 
the  young  Brince  put  into  his  hands^  198.  his  refolntion  in 
preferving  him  from  Bothwelh  22c.  is  chofen  Regent,  340* 
labours  to  bring  about  a  general  peace,  3  ^4.  is  thwarted  by 
Morton  and  his  aflbciatee,  355.  dies  of  melancholy,  ibid,  his 
f^harader,  356.  his  merit  and  integrity  was  acknowledged  by 
bpth  partiei  ^^  «^  ibid, 

>■>...■  the  young  Earl,  being  impoTed  on  by  Morton,  turns  out 
his  uncle  from  the  caflle  of  Stirling,  ii.  382.  joins  the  Ruth* 
ven  confpirators,  409.  he  with  the  others  feize  Stirling  caftl^^ 
Und  ereft  their  dandard,  427.  is  attainted,  and  his  eAate  for^* 
feited,  iii.  5.  is  pardoned,  and  reflored  to  eftate  and  honours, 

^larci,  eountefs  of,  her  infamous  marriage  v^ith  the  E^rl  of 
Arraa  —  —  — r  ii.  40J  ^ 

Maty  of  Guife,  Q^  Dowager  of  Scotland,  takes  a  confiderable 
(hare  in  the  government,  i.  329.  is  much  addided  to  the  French 
intereft,  ibid,  proje&s  a  marriage  of  her  daughter  to  the  Dao* 
phin  of  France,  330.  becomes  inftrumental  in  promoting  the 
Reformation,  339.  afpires  to  the  office  of  Regent,  ibid.  340* 
promotes  difafi^edion  to  the  prefent  one,  and  favours  the  re- 
formerif,  34c,  341.  vifits  the  court  of  France,  341.  returns  to 
Scotland  to  take  pofleflion  of  the  Regency,  342.  after  fome 
pppofition  ihe  obtains  it,  344.  confers  feveral  offices  of  trufl 
iipon  ftrangerSf  398.  pfopoies  to  lay  a  tax  iipon  land,  359.  is 
forced  to  drop  it,  360.  tries  in  vain  to  excite  a  war  with  tngm 
land,  ibid,  the  nobles  vigtfroufly  oppofe  her  meafures,  362, 
treats  the  reformers  with  great  refpe^t,  363.  obtains  a  concef* 
fion  from  the  Parliament  in  favour  of  the  Dauphin,  369.  her 
artful  management  of  the  reformers,  370, 371.  beftows  the  va« 
cant  benefices  on  foreigners^  37 1  •  ^e  alters  her  conduA  to  the 
xeformerSy  376.  remonftrances  againft  the  violent  meafures  of 
the  friAcei  of  LwraiD,  389,  11  perfuaded  by  then)  to  perfe*      . 
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cute  tbe  reformers,  381.  her  rafh  anfwer  to  their  ttmonftnnzef 

ibid.  382.  fumoioos  their  preachers  to  appear  before  her,  383. 

breaks  a  promife  (he  had  made  them,  384.  inarches  with  aq 

army  againil  them,  386.  concludes  a,  treaty  with  them,  387r 

this  (he  again  breaks,  388.  her  feverity  at  Perth,  ibid,  her 

fcheme  diicovered,  ibid,  389.   (be  goes  to  attack  the«l,  ibid. 

has  again  recourfe  to  negociation,  39O.  (he  is  ftartled  at  their 

demands,  and  gets  time  to  anfwer  them,  391.  violates  another 

tre<^ty»  392.   lofes  Perch »  and  forced  to  abandon  Stirling  acd 

Edinburgh^  (he  retires  with  precipitation  to  Dunbar,  ibid.  393* 

inarches  to  attack' the  reformers  at  Edinburgh,  396.  gains 

time  by  her  artifice,  ibid,  makes  another  treaty  with  tbem,ib» 

397.  her  artifices  to  undermine  the  Prior  of  St.  Andrews, 

404.  the  abfurdity  of  her  fcheme,  ibid.  46$.  gets  areinfbrce^ 

inent  of  French  troop»,  who  fortify  Leith,  406,  (he  difregtrdf 

a  remondrance  of  the  reformers,  408.  is  infloenced  by  French 

counfellors,  and  perfaaded  to  violent  meafures,  ibid,  retires  to 

Leithon  the  approach  of  the  reformers'^  army,  410.  her  pru* 

dent  and  artful  condud  there,  ib*.  her  haughty  anfwer  to  a 

]   frelh  reffionftrance  from  them,  412.  is,  by  a  convention  of 

them,  deprived  of  her  office  of  Regent,  413.  the  foundation 

of  this  fentence,  ibid,  foments  differences  among  them;ii.  i.is 

deferted  by  her  principal  fetretary,  Maitland  of  Lethington, 

6.  fends  French  troops  againft  the  reformer^,  12.  retires  into 

the  caflle  of  Edinburgh  on  the  approach  of  the.Engliih,  17. 

her  death  and  charader,  20.   repented  of  her  vioienc  niea<* 

fures,  2 1 .  liflened  to  the  inftrudions  of  a  reformed  preacher, 

•  22 

M^ry  Q^tcnof  l^ngland,  her  perfeciiting  reign,  i.  345.  her  death, 

372 
HP  "■  Qoeen  of  Scots  born,  i.  297.  a  propofal  to  marry  her  to  Ed. 
Vh  3do.  flic  is  demanded  by  Henry  VIII.  3di;  her  marriage 
to  the  Dauphin  of  France  propofed,  330.  a  treaty  for  that  por- 
pofe  concluded,  3  3 1 ,  33  2.  (he  is  fent  to  be  educated  in  France, 
332.  the  fatal  confequeoce  of  this,  ibid,  is  impofed  on  by  the 
artifices  of  the  French  in  the  treaty  of  marriage,  365.  her  mar^ 
riage  celebrated  with  great  pomp,  366.  they  take  the  utleof 
King  and  Queen  of  England,  378.  (he  makes  conceflions  to 
the  Congregation,  ii.  24,  25.  declares  Q.  Elizabeth's  right 
tO*f  he  crown  of  England,  25.  (he  acquires  an  entire  afcendant 
over  her  hufb^nd,  37.  (he  is  overwhelmed  with  great  aiHiftioa 
on  his  death,  and  retires  to  Rheims,  39.  (he  is  invited  by  the 
convention  to  return  to  Scotland,  44.  an  emiffary  from  the 
catholics  in  Scotland  propofed  violent  meafures  to  heri  45. 
ihe  is  determined  to.  moderation  by  the  French  and  the 
prior  of  St.  Andrdws,  ib,  46.  is  prevailed  on  to  prepare  for 
.her  return  to  Scotland,  47.  the  origin  of  the  difcord  be- 
tween her  and  Q^  Elizabeth,  ibid.  4S.  her  pretenfions  to  the 
^rown  of  England^  49.  is  envied  on  account  of  her  beautyj 
53.  demands  fafe  conduct  from  (^EKcabeth,  which  is  re- 
fufed,  55,  kav««  France  with  great  relu^ancey  ib»  ^6*  lands 
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)|t  leith,  57^  is  ipocb  afFedled  by  the  change  of  her  jtuation, 
ib.  feveral  difadvantages  attending  her  acceilion,  jS,  59.  fome 
circumdances  to  her  advantage,  59,  60.  her  accofnpiiih* 
ments  of  body  and  qiind,  ibid,  the  (ervams  of  her  chapel  in- 
fulcedy  ibid,  procures  the  free  exercife  of  her  religion,  6f* 
iifues  a  proclamation  in  favour  of  the  Proteftants^  6z>  em* 
pioys  them  foltly  in  the  admininration,  63.  artennpts  to  gain 
Q^ Elizabeth's  favour,  ibid,  makes  a  conceifion  to  her,  64, 
which  is  reje^ed,  65,  (he  makes  her  public  entry  into  £din« 
burgh,  ibid,  an  infult  offered  to  her  religion  on  that  occafion, 

66.  difcourages  th^  attempts  of  the  papifts  to  gain  her  favour, 

67.  her  averfion  to  the  family  of  Hamilton,  6S«  makes  a  pro^ 
grefs  into  the  north,  81,  82.  hei?  minifters  narrowly  efcape 
aiTaflination,  82,  13  refufed  accefs  to  the  caftle  of  inveroefs, 
when  relieved  by  the  Monros  and  other  clans^  S3,  her  forces 
defeat  Huntly's  rebellion,  84.  flie  defires  an  interview  with 
Q.  Elizabeth,  87.  negociations  concerning  her  marriage,  88, 
19  folicited  by  difierent  Princes,  89,  90.    her  deliberation^ 
concerning  it,  90.  is  forced  to  bear  the  authoritative  beha- 
viour of  Qi^  Elizabeth,  93*  to  pleafe  her  fubjedls,  determine^ 
againil  a  foreigr\  alliance,  ibid,  determines  not  to  ratify  the 
treaty  of  Edinburgh,  99.  further  negociations  for  her  mar- 
riage, 98.  difcovers  the  views  of  Catherine  of  Medicis,  ibid, 
99.  Lord  Robert  Dudley  recommended  to  her  as  a  hufkand 
fay  Q^  Elizabeth,  ibid*  fhe   is   highly  offended  at  tbis,  ib. 
diffemble*  with  Q;_.  Elizabeth,  103.  entertains  thoughts  oif 
jnarrying  Lord  Darnley,  103.  (he  ratals  Lennox,  104.  is  af- 
fronted at  a  letter  of  Q^  Eliza  be  th'§,    105.    her  prejudice 
againil  the  reformed,  and  zeal  for  the  Catholic  religion,  lo&f 
is  taken  with  Darnley  at  ^rft  fight,  111.  is  greatly  moved  at 
Q^  Elizabeth's  inful ting  craftinefs,  ib.  iiz.  negociates  with 
the  court  of  llome  for  a  difpenfation  to  marry  Darnley>  ibid* 
^nd  the  coaient  of  the  court  of    France,   ib.    iipppfes  on 
Randolph,    but  applies  to  Q.  Elizabeth  for  confent  to  her 
marriage,  116.  which  (he  alFefts  to  refufe,  ibid,  in  reient- 
ment  fhe  propofes  to  fend  an  angry  mefTage  to  Elizabeth, 
which  Maitland  prevents,  il8.  jutliftes  her  condu£i  to  the 
^nglifh  ambaflador,  119.  endeavours  to  get  Murray's  con- 
fent, izi.  courts  the  pope's  protedbion,  and  receives  a  fubfidy 
from  him,  ibid,  her  great  addrefs  in  gaining  the  ^nfent  oif 
ber  fubjedis,  123,  124,  prevents  a  plotagainft  Darnley,  125. 
fummons  her  vaiTals  to  take  arms  againft  M,urray,  126.  and 
him,  to  appear  before  her,  1 28.  her  marriage  with  Darnley  ce- 
lebrated, 129.  ihe  confers  the  title  of  King  of  Scots  upon  kim, 
ibid,  this  ftep  cenfured,  130.  her  refentment  againft  the  male^ 
contents,  ib.  fhe  marches  againil  them,  131.  reje&s  the  inter- 
ceiTion  of  QJBllizabeth  in  their  behalf,  132.  continues  her  march 
agfiinil  the  rebels,  ib.  her  condud  and  courage  on  that  occaiion, 
ib.  133.  drives  them  out  of  Scotland,  ibid,  her  fucther  refent- 
^jcnt  agMnil  thexn>  1 349 1 3  5  •  ha&  recoiirfe  to  fever&l  devices  to 
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raife  moneyt  136.  ber  profperity  promotev  her  religion,  i^i, 
herdeltberaiions  concerning  the  exiled  lords,  1 39.  determines 
to  treat  them  with  lenity,  141.  is  diverted  from  this  by  her 
religion  and  French  influence,  i^z,  143.  this  the  foarce  of 
her  after-»misfortanes,  i;^4.  her  intention  to  reftore  popery, 
ibid*  is  difgufted  tvith  Dirnley's  infoient  behaviour,  146.  hev 
familiarity  with  Rizto  offends  the  King.  148.  vindicated  frooi 
any  criininal  cd^refpondence  with  Rizio,  149-^151.  afes 
her  utnuod  endeavours  to  prevent  his  murder,  193.  (he  is  con-r 
fined  by  the  eonfpirators,  ibid,  (he  gains  the  King,  ani  efcapes 
from  them,  154.  |s  reconciled  to  the  exiled  nobles,  i;^.  her 
katred  to  Darnley  increafes,  i6|,  163.  and  favour  for  Both* 
wellcommenceSf  163.  excinguilHesfome  domeftic  feuds  among 
the  nobles,  i6$«  is  delivered  of  her  fon  James  VI.  in  the  Caflle 
of  £dinbarghy  166.  invites  feveral  foreign  princes  to  his  bap^ 
ttffliy  167.  continues  to  treat  Darnley  with  negled,  ibid,  her 
attachment  to  Both  well  iacreafes,  i68.  prevents  Darnley 's  in- 
tended flieht,  170,  171  •  vtfits  the  borders,  171.  an  inflance  of 
lier  regard  for  Both  well  on  that  occafion,  ib.  how  (he  rivalled 
Q^  Elizabeth,  173.  her  right  of  fucceifion  favoured  by  the 
Englifh  Parliament,  1 74,  (he  endeavours  to  avail  herfelf  of 
^at  opportunity,  176,  177.  (he  takes  an  extraordinary  ftep  in 
jFavoor  of  pop'ery,  178.  receives  a  prefent  fron^  tha  pope,  but 
(tops  his  nuncio  at  Paris,  179.  endeavours  to  procure  a  better 
£ibfiftence  for  the  reformed  clergy,  i^,  her  averfion  to  the 
King  exceffive,  becomes  melancholy,  ibid,  goes  to  Stirling 
to  celebrate  her  fon's'baptifm,  18 1.  is  greatly  offended  at  the 
King's  behaviour  on  that  occaQon,  182.  reftorea  the  popifl^ 
eccleiiailical  jurifdidion,  187.  her  negled  of  the  King  daring 
bis  ficknefs,  189.  the  breach  between  them  becomes  irrepa- 
yable,  ibid.  190.  fhe  vifits  him  at  Glafgoiy,  ibid,  the  motives 
of  her  diOimulation  on  that  occafion,  191,  192!  prevails  oq 
him  to  come  to  Edinburgh,  193.  her  fiifpicioas  beWavioiH-  to 
liim  there,  s  94.  iiTues  a  proclamation  for  difcovering  his  mur« 
derers,  195.  is  fuppofed  toliave  been  accelTary  to  i^,  ibid. 
197.  is  charged  with  it  abroad  as  well  as  at  home,  ibid,  goes 
to  vifit  her  fon  at  Stirling,  214.  is  met  on  her  return  by  Both- 
well,  who  feizes  and  carries  her  to  Dunbar,  ibid.  215.  this 
fappofed  with  her  confenr,  ibid,  is  conducted  to  Edinburgh, 
217.  andjnarried  to  Bothwell,  218.  fends  an  apology  to  the 
courts  of  France  and  England,  219.  her  condu^  caufes  a  ge- 
neral indignation  again  ft  her  abroad,  221.  is  alarmed  at  a 
combination  of  the  nobles  againft  her,,  222.  (he  publishes  a 
manifefto  to  vindicate  her  condud,  225.  is  condudled  to  the 
caflle  of  Borthwick,  224.  marches  with  BothwelPs  forces 
againft  the  confederate  lords,  22|;.  an  attempt  of  an  accom« 
modaiion  proves  vain,  ibid.  226.  is  forced  to  furrender  to  the 
confederates,  227.  is  infuhed  by  the  ibldiers  and  mob,  228. 
is  carried  to  Edinbargh,  where  many  abufes  are  offered  her, 
ib.  is  fent  a  prifoner  to  Lochleyin  iCaAIe,  231.  Q^, Elizabeth 

interpofei 

Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


INDEX.  477 

interpofes  lA  her  behalf,  2^4.  the  Englifh  ambaflador  is  re* 
fufed  accefs  to  her,  236.  various  propofals  among  the  confe* 
derates  concerning  her,  237.  they  oblige  her  to  refign  the  go^ 
vernment,  2  38,  different  reafonings  on  this  meafare,  241 — 
244.  is  much  moved  with  the  freedom  of  the  Earl  of  Mur- 
ray, 245.  her  party  among  the  nobles  become  difpirited,  247. 
her  refignation  of  the  Crown  accepted  by  the  Parliament,  and 
her  imprifoiiment  declared  lawful,  249.  her  letters  to  Both- 
well  read,  and  (he  declared  acceflbry  to  the  King's  murder, 
ibid,  efcapes  from  Lochlevin,  251,  252.  arrives  at  HamiU 
ton,  2^2.  is  attended  by  many  nobles  and  a  numerous  army^ 
2^2,  253.  an  aflbclation  (igned  in  her  defence,  ibid,  her  ifli« 
prudence  in  hazarding  a  battle,  296.  her  army  defeated  by 
the  confederates,  ibid,  her  precipitate  flight  into  Gallov^ay; 
257.  raihly  determines  to  retire  to  England,  258.  goes  thi* 
ther  againft  the  advice  of  her  attendants,  ib.  2C9;  arrives  at 
Carliile,  260.  writes  to  Q^  Elizabeth,  imploring  her  good 
offices,  ibid,  receives  letters  of  condolence  from  her^  ahade* 
mands  admittance  into  her  prefence^  263,  264.  this  refufed* 
and  why,  264.  offers  to  fubmit  her  caufe  to  (^  Elizabeth,  ib. 
is  milch  deceived  in  her  expectation  from  this,  267.  and  of- 
fended on  difcovering  the  artifices  of  Q^ Elizabeth,  268.  ear- 
nedly  folicits  to  be  admitted  into  her  prefence^  ibid,  fhe  is  car- 
ried to  Bolton  Caftle,  2^1.  chagrined  at  finding  herfelf  a  pri- 
foner,  ibid*  agrees  to  an  inquiry  into  her  condu^,  ibid,  her 
^ifSmulation  with  regard  to  religion,  272.  commifiioners 
appointed  to  appear  in  her  name,  274.  her  chief  view  in  thia 
affair,  276.  confents  to  moving  the  conference  to  Weftminfter^ 
284.  (he  is  carried  to  Tuthbury  in  Staffordfhire,  285.  is  much 
ofl^ended  at  the  regard  (hewn  the  Regent,  and  recals  her  con. 
fent  to  the  conference,  286.  the  accufations  agaioft  her  pro* 
duced  by  the  Regent,  287.  is  accofed  likewife  by  the  Earl  ot 
Lennox,  289.  her  commifiioners  re fUfe  toanfwer^and  demand 
a  perfonal  inter  vie  wj  ibid.  290;  they  proted  again  ft  future  pro- 
ceedings^ ibtd.  a  fufpicious  cireumftance  againft  her,'ib,  291* 
her  commifiioners  wichdraw  ffom  the  meeting,  ibid,  her  refo* 
lute  anfwer  to  a  harfli  propofal  of  Q^  Elizabeth,  293.  avoids 
any  farther  progrefs  in  the  inquiry,  294.  is  enraged  at  the  pro- 
ceedings, and  propofes  defperate  meafures,  29^,  296.  fpreads 
chimerical  conjediures  with  that  view,  296.  propofes  a  divorce 
from  Bothwell,  299.  is  influenced  by  the  D.  6f  Norfolk** 
lchemes,300.  exchanges  many  letters  and love*tokens  with  him* 
301.  contents  to  propofals  from  the  Englifh  nobles,  303.  their 
views  in  this  tranfaftion,  302 — 304.  a  rebellion  by  her  adhe- 
rents againft  Q^ Elizabeth,  308.  is  removed  to  Coventry,  3 10. 
Q.  Elizabeth  tninks  ot  delivering  her  up  to  the  Regent,  312. 
this  prpje£t  how  difappointed.  313.  acceffion  of  feveral  to  her 
party  after  the  murder  of  the  Regent,  321,  322.  they  endea- 
vour to  foment  a  war  with  England,  lO.  her  authority  pro« 
claimed  at  Linlithgow,  322.  her  parties  defeated  by  the  new 
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Regent,  325,  326.   (he  anfwers  propofafs  by  Q^ Elizabeth^ 
327.  attempts  in  vain  to  get  foreign  affiilance,  ib.  328.  ap* 
points  com mifTioners  to  fradie  a  treaty  for  her  liberation,  3291; 
this  proving  fruitleff^^  (he  is  more  (in£i\y  confined,  330.  the  in- 
ipilidity  of  her  refignacion  declared  in  a  parliament  held  by  her 
adherents,  336.  act  of  parliantent  in  England  to  curb  her  and 
her  party,  341.   (he  looks  for  protedkion  from  the  King  of 
Spain,  343.   is  denied  the  privilege  of  an  ambaflador  at  the 
Court  O'  £ngUnd,  346.  is  more  clofely  confined  and  watched^ 
ib.  proceedings  againft  her  ih  England,  ,^o.  her  intereft  ne- 
gle6led  by  the  French,  3J1.  is  hurt  by  the  ihafTacre  at  Pari?^ 
352,  353.  her  adherents  divided  into  two  factions,  362.  one 
of  them  joins  with  Morton  the  Regent,  361;.  review  of  the 
cbaradersof  her  adherents  and  opponents,  368,  369.  her  fori 
'icrn  fituation,  369.  is  carried  to  Buxton  Wells,  370.  lofes  fe- 
ver al  of  her  friends  by  death,  372.  fends  a  letter  and  prefents 
to  her  fon,  ^i'6.  her  meflenger,  why  difmiffed  without  feeing 
him,  ib.  her  uneafinefs  at  his  confinement  by  the  Ruthvencon- 
fpirators,  415.  complains  to  (^Elizabeth  of  her  hard  ufage, 
ib.  416.  and  begs  her  interceifion  for  the  King  her  fon,  ibid, 
fhrog  morion's  confpiracy  in  her  favour,  iii.  1—^3.  a  fruitleHs 
Aegoctation  with  Q^  Elizabeth,  7.  is  alarmed  at  an  aifoctatioa 
in  defence  of  Q^  Elizabeth,  9.  is  committed  to  more  fevere 
keepers,  10.  betrayed  by  Lord  Gray  the  Scotch  ambafl^adori 
11,  12.  a  ftatute  for  the  prefer vation  of  Q^Elizabcth,  proves 
fatal  to  her,  16.  is  more  rigoroufly  treated,  17.  her  complaints 
so  Qj^Eliiabeth  difre^^arded,  i8i  is,  by  the  French  ambafla- 
dor*s  interefti  removed  toTuthbury,  ibid,  is  unduiifnily  treated 
by  the  King  her  fon,  ib.  19.  her  pafljonate  comprint  to  the 
French  ambaiTador  on  that  occafion,  ibid,  threatens  tpdifinhe- 
rithim,  ibid,  feverivl  difcoveries  alleged  aga'.nfther,  37,38.  fht 
is  guarded  with  unufual  vigilance,  39.  her  dortieftics,  paper*, 
&c.  are  feizcd,  40.  ftie  is  conveyed  to  Fctheringay  Caftle,ibidi 
deliberation  concerning  the  method  of  proceeding  againfther, 
41,  42.  is  fufpiciousof  poifonor  private  murder,  42.  vindicates 
herfelf  to  the  D.  of  Guife,  ibid,  the  commiffioners  for  trying 
her  arrive  at  Fotheringay  Caftle,  43.  her  fpirited  fpeech  wheii 
Tefufing  to  plead,  ibid,  is  at  length  prevailed  on,  44.  (he  pro- 
tetts  againlt  the  authority  of  the  court,  ibid,  the  accufation 
againft  her,  45.  her  defence,  ibid.  —48.  her  fentencej  48.  ir- 
regularities in  her  trial,  49.  her  fentence  is  confirmed  by  par- 
liament, 50.   who  demand  the  execution  of  it^  ibid.  France 
interpoftis  feebly  in  her  behalf,  52.   the  fentence  againft  her 
piibliihed,  55.  (he  is  treated  with  the  utmoft  rigour^  ibid,  her 
lail  requcft  to  Q^  Elizabeth,  56.   refufcs  the  afli dance  of  a 
Proteitant  Bifhop  or  Dean,  ibid,  artifices  ufed  to  inflame  the 
people  again H  her  58.  her  behaviour  ac  her  death, '6 1-^5. 
ientimentsof  hiiiorians  concerning  her,  6^.  her  charader. 
66,  67.  her  perfon  defcribed,  67.  is  buried  firft  at  Peterbo- 
rough, and  afterwards  ia  WeWinfter  Abbey,  68.  letters 
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ftotH  hw.  Append.  Vi'u  348>  355.  408.  her  will,  412..  objec- 
tions again^  her  by  Walfingbam,  469.  what  coarfe  to  be 
taken  with  her,  ibid*  a  DiiTertation  oq  the  genainenefs  of  her 
letters  to  Bothwell  —  End  of  Vol.  ii* 

Maxivil/,  Lord  J  arrives  from  Spain,  and  prepares  forces  to  join 
the  Spaniards^  iii«  82.  his  followers  difperfed,  he  is  taken  pri* 
foner  —  —  -fc—  ibid. 

Mel-vil  is  fent  by  the  French  King  to  obferve  the  motions  of  the 
Qoeen  Regent  and  her  adverfaries^  i.  400.  fent  to  make  up  at 
diiFerence  between  Elizabeth  and  Mary,  ii.  106  brings  aboat 
an  appearance  of  friendfhip  between  them,  ib.  is  fent  to  inforn^ 
Q^  Elizabeth  of  the  birth  of  K.  James  VI.  166.  puts  a  letter 
*  into  the  Queen*i  hand  again  It  her  marriage  with  Bothwell^ 
213*  IS  forced  to  fly  from  court,  ib.  advifes  K.  James  to  mo- 
derate meafures  upon  his  efcape  from  the  Ruchven  confpirsP- 
tors  —  —  —  419 

^  -M  '■  .  Mr.  Andrew,  a  clergyman^  his  chara£ler,  11.  374.  zea- 
loufly  oppofes  epifcopacy,  ib.'  declines  the  civil  jurifdidion  in 
eccleiiaflical  matters,  425.  is  forced  to  %  into  England  ta 
avoid  perfccution  —  —-       •  426^ 

MeivilUi,  Mr.  James,  minifier  of  Anftruther/  his  encomium  on 
the  eloquence  of  Knox  the  reformer    '  -—  ii.  360 

^ Sir  Robert,  fent  by  K.  James  to  intercede  with  Q^ Eli- 
zabeth for  Q^ Mary  while  under  fentence,  iii.  57.  executes 
his  commlffion  with  fidelity  and  zeal,  ibid,  a  memorial  of  his 
to  the  King,  Appendix  ^  —  —  431 

Matter  of  the  houfehold  to  C^Mary,  takes  his  laft 


.  farewell  of  her,  iii.  63.  her  parting  fpeech  to  him  ibid. 

Mildmay,  Sir  Walter,  fent  by  Q^  Elizabeth  with  propofals  to 
Q.  Mary;  —  «^  ii,  jj/ 

MonliUt  Biihop  pf  Valence,  employed  by  the  French  to  con- 
clude a  peace  with  England  and  Scotland,  ii.  23.  terms 
agreed  to  by  him  —  —  24 — 27 

liiontgemery  sippointed  Archbiihop  of  Glafgow,  ii.  406.  is  re* 
fttfed  and  excommunicated  by  the  General  AiTembly  for  his 
immoral  life  -^  — ^       .  407 

Jdontmoreucy^  Conftable  of  Franc<»,  endeavours  to  prevent  the 
Dauphin's  marriage  with  Qj^Mary,  i.  363.  his  prudent  ad- 
vice to  HiNiry  II.  ibid,  makes  a  ilender  appearance  in  favouf 
of  Qj^Mary  —  —  ii.  351 

Morton,  Earl  of,  his  irrefolute  condudt  as  to  the  Reformation,  iiv 
6.  accompanies  Q^  Mary  in  a  progrefs  to  the  north,  81 .  in- 
.  ftigates.  Darnley  to  be  avenged  of  Rtzio,  149.  takes  the  di« 
r^fon  of  that  enterprife,  ^52.  is  admitted  into  the  Queen's 
pteiencey  who  promifes  him  a  pardon,  i;4.  is  forced  to  fl/ 
into  England,  i*^^*  obtains  his  pardon  on  Bothwell's  intercef- 
fion,  184.  feizes  a  caflcet  with  letters  from  Qj  Mary  to  Bothwell, 
232*  he  is,  by  Q^ Elizabeth's  interpoiition,  in  favour  with  the 
King's  party,  after  the  murder  of  the  Regent,  ^20.  appointed 
one  of  the  commiilionerft  to  treat  with  the  Q^een^s  party,  3  29. 
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hit  demands  froftrate  the  meeting,  ibid.  ^30.  u  tnHMfinit^ 
enced  by  the  Court  of  England,  337.  commands  the  King^s 
forces  at  Leith>  347.  has  ^veral  (kirmifhes  with  the 'Queen  ^s 
lbrces»  ib,  dofely  befieges  £dinbargh,  and  commits  great  cm- 
elties»  34&.  a  {ufpenfiop  procdred  by  the  Englifh  and  French 
ambafladbrsi  349.  a  coalition  of  parties  prevented  by  him,  ^55^ 
he  is  chofen  Regent,  396.  his  mercenary  ingratitude  to  the 
fiarl  of  North ttmberlandi  ib.  obtains  the  tem]5oratities  of  th^ 
Arcbbiihoprick  of  St.  Andrews,  357.  labonrs  to  pcocure  a 

Seace  between  .the  two  parties,  36 1«  attempts  in  vain  to  gain 
laitland  and  Kirkaldy,  363.  makes  a  treaty  with  Chatelbe^ 
rank  and  Huntley,  364.  gets  poiTeflxon  of  the  caftle  of  Bdin- 
burgh,  367.  his  fe verity  to  Kirkaldy  and  his  brother,  36$. 
bis  adminiftration  becomes  odious,  371.  his  variobs  methods 

^  of  gratifying  his  avarice,  ibid.  372*  connives  at  the  difpate 
of  the  clergy,  373.  he  irritatlis  the  nobles,  374.  Argyle  and 
Athol  refufe  to  anfwer  his  fummons,  ibid;  makes  a  vain  at* 
tempt  againft  Lord  Claud  Ha2nilton,375.  difcoVers  the  defigns 
of  the  nobles  againft  him,  and  propotes  to  refign  his  office; 
57S,  379*  his  refignation  accepted  by  the  King  gives  univerfal 
joy,  379»  380.  obtains  an  approbation  of  hi^  condudi,  and  k 
pardon  in  ample  form,  ^80.  continues  to  watch  the  motiona  of 
his  adverfaries,  ib.  is  forced  to  farrender  the  Caftle  of  BdiitA 
burgh,  ib.  rcfunles  his  authority,  384.  gain^  thd  C^ft!^  of  Stir- 
ling, and  a  feat  in  the  Privy  Council,  th.^  procures  a  meeting  of 
the  Parliament  at  Stirling,  ibid,  his  fecurity  ratified  in  it,  ibid* 
forces  are  raifed  for  and  agaipd  him,  38$.  he  is  reconciled  to 
his  adverfaries  by  the  interceflion  of  C^ Elizabeth,  ibid,  is  foA 
peded  of  foul  play  at  an  enjtertainment  at  liis  own  houfe,  386^ 
his  illegal  proceedings  againft  the  family  of  Hamilton,  387. 
the  King's  new  favourites  undermine  him^  391,^  09»  he  eiU 
deavours  to  prevent  them«  392.  (^Elisabeth  interpofes  in  his 
favour,  394.  is  charged  with  being  acceflary  to  the  late  King's 
death,  ib«  he  is  confined  in  different  prifons,  396.  difcooraget 
^n  attempt  to  refcue  him,  397.  all  his  friends  are  turned  oat 
ofolBce,  400.  he  is  tried  and  condemned,  401.  his  refolttte 
calm  behaviour  and  confeffion  before  and  at  hia  deaths  ibid* 
462*  his  body  is  treated  with  ignominy  "^  ibid; 

Murray,  Earl  of^  late  Prior  of  St.  Andrews^  gea  with  a  handful 
of  men  again^  Hant]ey,  iu  84.  by  his  great  iktU  and  courage 
he  gains  a  complete  viAory,  ibid,  bis  grant  is  confirmed  bj 
Parliament,  94.  cabals  againft  him  by  Lennox  and  Darnley^ 
1 14.  his  averfion  to  Darnley  and  other  Court  favooritesi  lao* 
calls  Bothwell  to  (land  a  trials  ibid*  his  reafons  f6T  oppofing 
Darnley 's  marriage  with  the  Queen^  lai.  he  and  hisanodates 
are  made  the  dupes  of  Q:,  Elisabeth's  policy,  124.  concerts  to 
feize  Darhley  and  carry  htm  to  England,  125.  this  prevented  by 
the  Queen,  ibid,  avoids  aftaffination  intended  him  by  Darnley «* 
126,  127.  evidences  of  thefe  plots,  126*  the  Queen's  vaflials 
are  called  to  arms  againft  him,  ib.  he  is  fammoned  to  appear 
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■  ^Qti  her 9 1  }t.  IS  ag£n  fainoKmed  and  outlawed  mahU  noii« 
appearance^  130.  19  forced  to  By  with  bis  aflbciates  into  Ar« 
gylefiure^  131.  they  are  interceded  for  by  Q«  Elizabeth^  ibid* 
Sre  purfued  by  the  Qaeen»  and  obliged  to  nf  into  Englaad, 
153*  they  meet  with  unexpeAed  ill-treatment  from  Q^Elisa- 
bcth,  134,.  courts  Rixio  to  intercede  with  the  Qgeenra:  him^ 
J40*  many  of  his  old  friends  folicit  for  him»  ib«  141.  th^ 
Qgeen's  favoar  how  intercepted^  i4a«  143.  a  parliament  it 
called  to  attaint  them,  144*  145.  this  how  prevented»  14c.  he 
and  his  aflbciates  arrive  at  Edinbarghy  154.  are  gracioufljrre« 
ceived  by  the  King  and  Qj^eeoy  ib.  are  alarmed  at  the  Qacen'i 
efcape,  but  foon  reconciled  to  her*  15 5*  he  is  ^^oointei  Re« 

«  gem  during  the  minority  of  K.  James  VI.  244.  his  har(h  be- 
haviour in  a  vi(it  to  the  Qaeen,  245.  the  fuccefs  of  his  wife 
adminiflrationf  247.  procures  many  of  the  Queen's  party  to 
join  him»  ibid.  248.  gets  the  places  of  firength  into  *his 
hands,  ib.  his  office  of  Regent  cooBrmed  by  Parliament,  24^. 
his  fevtrt  and  haughty  behaviour  difguits  feveral,  2i;o..  his. 
adherents  in  great  conilernation  at  the  Queen's  efcape  front 
Lochlevin,  953.  his  prudent  conduA  on  that  occafion,  254.* 
defeats  the  Q[ueen's  army  at  Langiide,  256.  he  improves  this 
vidory,  269.  his  lenity  10  the  prifonexs,  ibid,  he  calls  a  Par- 
liament>  273.  is  calleil  upon  by  Q^Elizabeth  to  vindicate  his 
^ondu&,  274.  he  arrives  at  York,  276.  his  views  in  this  af- 
fair, 277.  complatints  of  the  Queen's  commiffioners  againft 
him,  278.  he  behaves  with  great  referve  on  this  occafiott,279* 
chi»  part  of  his  condud  accounted  for,  ibid,  280.  intrigues 
avith  (he  Duke  of  Norfolk,  ibid,  his  demands  from  the  Eng- 
lifli  conuBiffioners,  281,  282.'  anfwers  to  the  complaints  of 
the  Queen's  commiffioners  without  touching  on  the  murder, 
2^3  #  284*  agrees  to  have  the  conference  moved  to  Weft- 
minder,  284.  is  affedionately  received  by  Q.  Elizabeth, 
which  offends  Q;^Mary,  286.  is  prevaikd  on  by  Elia^abeth  to 
•ccofe  Mary  of  the  murder,* 2 88.  produces  his  evidences,  291* 
is  difmifled  by  Q^  Elizabeth  without  approving  or  condemn- 
hug  his  tondud,  494,  295.  his  party  is  fecretly  fupported  by 
her»  295.  returns  to  Scotland,  aod  by  his  vigorous  coodad 
breaks  the  (Queen's  party,  297.  he  receives  propofals  both 
from  Q^  Elizabeth  and  Q.  Mary,  299.  he  difappoints  Nor- 
folk, 305,  306.  an  account  of  bis  murder,  313-— 315.  his 
charader,  315.  his  death  much  lamented  by  Qf^Ehzabeth  and 
the  KingU  party,  317.  much  anarchy  the  confequence  of  it, 

.  3i8«  fMirt  of  a  letter  of  his,  App.  iii.  368.  his  heir  murdered 
by  the  Earl  of  Hunt]/  —         ^     —  .iii.  97 

N. 
J^JUE,  Secretary  to.  Q^  Mary,  is  fent  by  her  with  a  letter 
^  ^  and  prefents  to  her  ion,  ii.  388.  why  difmifled  without  fee- 
ing him,  ibid,  is  fent  with  offers  of  humble  refignatiop  to 
Vm.IIL  Ii  QtEli- 
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Q^E!!zabeth»iu.  9.  is  fcized  and  fent  priibner  to  LpJi'pn^ 
40.  18  prpdpced  an  eWdence  again^ft  ber  '  ^i^i-.  \g[ 

Nevil  difcoven  and  prevents  Parry's  defign  to  murder  Qj^EH- 
;^abeth        —  —  —  ill.  16 

Ifpbles't  their  extenfive  ppwer^  i.  22^*  ^23.  become  tarbolenc 

.  and  formidable,  224.  their  pow^r  greater  in  Scotland  tbaii  in 
way  other  kingdom,  225.  the  catifes  of'tMs,  225 — 234.  their 

X  power  of  lon^  dora^ioii,  239,  240.  it  becomes  imolerabit  tq 
the  Princes,  ib.  they  are  feomlJed  in  France  and  England, 
lb.  bat  oon^inne  vigorous  in  Scotland,  240.  difcbrds  among 
them  encouraged,  ibid,  their  jun/di^lioD  circumfcribed,  242. 
are  greatly  mortified  by  K.  James  V.  267-^271.  are  difap- 
pointed  in  a  feheme  to  ihew^  their  refentment,  273.  refuCe  to 
attend  the  King  inta  England,  274.  they  fcize  the  feveooes  of 
the  church,  \u  33.  refufe  to  part  with  them  io  the  reformed 
clergy,  34,  35.  difienfions  among  them^  75,  *f&.  adonveo- 
tion  of  them  approve  the  Qaeen's  mariiage  to  Darnley;  122. 
feveral  of  them  recommend  BothweH  as  a  hoiband  to  her, 
209,  2 10.  a  ftrange  combination  of  them  on  this  occafion, 
2 1 1«  2 12.  a  body  of  them  afibctate  againft  her  and  Bothwell, 
222.  their  different  views  in  this,  ibid,  a  party  of  them  fa- 
vours the  Queen,  233.  they  are  much  difpirited  by  the  good 
condudt  of  Murray,  247,  248.  they  are  much  provoked  by 
Morton  the  Regent,  374.  think  of  redrefs  from  the  £ing« 
375.  infufe  fafpicion  of  the  Regent's  power  into  tim,  377. 
a  meeting  of  them  by  him,  378.  a  party  of  them  ccfnipire 
againft  the  King's  favourites,  409.  they  f^ize' his  perfen  and 
drive  them  off^  410,  41 1 .  their  negle^of,  and  ingratitude  to 
the  clergy,  iii.  29.  the  King  attempts  to  reconcile^their  fends 
^nd  unite  them«  74.     See  Lords. 

i^orfolk^  Duke  of,  appointed  a  commiifioner  to  hear  tbe  canfe  be- 
tween Qoeen  Mary  and  her  accofers,  if.  275.  forms  a  ieheme 
of  mounting  the  throne  of  Scotland,  279,  2^0.  Intrigues  with 
the  Regent  and  Maitland  with  that  view,  ibid.  sSi.  he  repre- 
fents  the  demands  of  the  Scots  to  (^Eliaabeth,  2H2,  283.  his 
farther  negoeiations  with  rtiptSi  to  Q^  Mary,  299,  300.  en- 
deavours  to  conceal  his  deiign  from  Q.  Ellzabetbt  301  •  is 
jmpofed  on  by  the  artiiice  o^  the  Regent,  ibid.  302.  gets  the 
confent  of  many  of  the  Englifh  nobles,  ibid,  his  proje^  ap- 
proved  at  foreign  courts,  ^04.  is  difcovered  and  defeated  by 
Qj,  Elizabeth,  306,  307*  fiies  to  Norfolk^  307,  he  furrendcrs 
on  a  fecond  fummons,  and  is  fent  prifoner  to  the  Tower,  ib. 
is  fet  at  liberty,  and  cominuet  his  intrigues  with  Q^  Mary, 
343.  is  betrayed  by  his  fecretary,  ibid,  is  feized  witH  his  de- 
pendants, and  accufed  by  them,  34^.  is  executed  ibid. 

f^orthumherlandf  Earl  of»  attempts  a  rebellion  in  favoar  of  (^ 
Mary,  i;.  30S.  his  feheme  defeated,  309,  3 10.  he  »  fet^ed 
by  the  Regent,  311.  is  delivered  up  to  the  governor  of  Ber- 
wick, and  put  to  death  at  York  '■  —  -^  356 
5              •  N^lfingbam^ 
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ttottingbam,  Coantefs  of*  feme  accoont  of  the  tranfaif^ioiv  con* 
cerniog  the  Earl  of  Mex's  ring  ^—  iMp  177 

O. 

f^CTAFIANSf  their  inftitotion  and  extenfire  powers,  iH,  1 1 5, 
v^  they  undermine  the  King's  mitti^ers,  116.  become  odiouy^ 
and  a  combination  \%  formed  againft  them«  ibid,  being  fplit 
into  fadions,  and  envied  by  the  coortiers;  they  refign  their 
'  commiifion  —  -»-       —  i^j 

Ogihie^  Lords  has  a  fcnffie  with  Sir  John  Gordon  in  the  flreets 
of  Edinburgh  —  —  ii.  80 

Olifhantt  MaHer  of,  joins  the  Ruthven  confpirators  ii.  410 

Orange^  Prince  of»  fends  an  agent  into  Scotland,  ii,  399.  bis  in* 
flru&ons,  ibid,  is  aflaflinated  — ?  iii.  i% 

D^OifoU  commander  of  the  French  troops  in  Scotland,  endea- 
vours to  promote  a  war  with  England,  i.  361.  his  dcfign  fruf* 
tratedi  ibid^  the  number  ol  troops  under  his  command,  388. 
iniligates  the  Queen  Regent  to  violent  raeafures  againft  the 
Reformers,  3  89.  is  Tent  by  Q^Mary  to  demand  a  fafe-condudt 
from  (^Elizabeths  during  ber  voyage  to  Scotland         ii.  55 

P. 

PAlSLEYy  Abbot  of,  trrives  in  Scotland,  i.  306.  creates  a 
fufpicion  of  the  Earl  of  Lennox  in  the  Earl  of  Arran,  Re- 
gent, ibid«  is  made  Arcfabifhop  of  St.  Andrews  333 

9c^ist  the  maffacre  of,  ii.  3519  3; 2*  rejoicings  of  the  Popt(h 
party  on  account  of  it»  352.  the  conflemation  and  horror  of 
the  Proteftanta  .  — •  •  ~".       .  353 

Parliamint^  the  nature  of  their  original  con(litotion»  i.  279 — 282. 
particoburly  that  of  Scotland,  282—296.  ii.  28.  a  Parliament 
held  on  an  extraordinary  occafion^  28.  a  difficulty  Harted  and 
anfwered,  29.  their  proceedings  with,  regard  to  religion,  30, 
3  u  condemn  the  popiih  and  approve  the  reformed  dodrines, 

/  32.  feveral  other  regulations  of  the  fame  tendency,  ibid.  33. 
their  validity  called  in  queftion,  34.  exceed  their  powers,  35. 
their  proi^eedings  laid  before  the  King  and  Queen,  ibid.  36. 
a  Parliament  in  favour  of  Both  well,  205.  pai^s  an  a6l«  in  fa- 
vour of  the  Reformation,  ibid.  «o6.  confirm  the  p/^oceedings 
of  the  confederates,  249.  Parliannents  held  both  by  the  King's 
and  Queen's  parties,  335.  another  of  the  Queen's  adherents, 

,  336.  attaint  upwards  ot  200  of  their  opponents,  337.  a  P^r* 
.  itament  at  Stirling  by  the  King's  party,  ib.  furprifed  by  the 
Qusen^s  adherents,  3 3 8.. another  at  Stirling,  383,  38^.  one 
at  Edinburgh,  392.  and  on  the  King's  being  of  age>  iii.  74, 
75.  feveral  new  laws  made  there,  75—78.  the  leifer  Barona 
admitted  into  Parliament  *—  "*"     .         7^ 

Parry^  Dpdtor,  'undertakes  to  n^urder  Q^ Elizabeth,  iii.  15.  is 

encouraged  by  and  gets  abfolution  from  the  Poipe9 16.  his  de- 

fign  how  prevented*  ibid,  is  executed  -^  ibid. 

li^  Par/om^ 
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Parfimi  &  Jerttit»  publifhes  a  book  in  favour  of  the  Infanta  ot 
Spiib's  right  of  fucceffion  to  the^roivn  of  England^ tii.  1 14. 

Fafqninadts  and  Pidtures,  accufing  Bothwell  of  Darnley's  mur* 
der^  ii.  \tfii  197.  205.  a  law  made  againft  them       ^       206* 

Patten,  William^  his  account  of  the  Scottish  ancient  military  dif- 
ciplinc  —  —  1.  327,  32^,A5?>/* 

Fauhtf  Sir  AiDias>  is  appointed  one  of  Q^ Mary's  keepers,  iii. 

10.  his  rigid  fei'erity  to  her,  17,  i3.  difcov^rs  her  foreignr 

torrefpondence,  36.  his  rude  trsatment  of  her,  55.  refiiieato 

'  be  concerned  in  privately  aflfaffitiating  her»  ibid,  a  letter  from 

him,  App^dix  —  —  iii.  420 

Pelleve^  Bifliop  of  Amiens,  is  appointed  to  fupport  the  poptfli' 
intereft  in  Scotland,  i.  408.  drives'the  Qaeen  Regent  to  vio- 
lent meafures  againil  the  Proteftants  —         ibid.  409- 

F^rth,  an  infurredtion  of  the  reformers  there  againft  the  PapiUs^ 
i.  3849  385.  its  inhabitants  are  feverely  treated  by  the<^eeii 
Regent,  387.  a  French  garrifon  piaced  there,  ibid,  is  be- 
fieged  and  taken  by  the  Proteilants,  392.  a  great  tumult  there 
on  account  of  Gowrie's  confpiracy  —  ii.  45 

Philip  II.  of  Spain,  married  to  Mary  Q^een  of  England,  i.  345. 
reinforces  his  army  with  her  troops,  360.  his  great  power,  iii« 
21.  joins  in  the  holy  league,  ibid,  refolves  to  invade  and  con* 
quer  England,  8i.  his  preparations  for  it  dilatory,  85.  h]a> 
defign  nuftrated,  ibid,  meditates  an  invafion  of  England 
through  Scotland,  86.  intrigues-  with  fome  Scotttfh  Lorda 
with  that  view,  87.  remits  money  to  them  —        no- 

P/W^,  the  battle  of  — »  —  ^' 3*5 

PiusV.  Pope,  excommunicates  Q^ Elizabeth,  deprives  her  of 
her  kingdom,  and  abfolves  her  fubj'e^s  -^        ii.  324 

Poify,  one  of  Babington's  confpirators  againil  C^  Elizabeth,  iii.- 
35.  difcovcrs  the  plot  —  —  ibid*. 

PoltrQf,  a  frantic  zealot,  afTafilnates-  the  Duke  of  Guife  at  the 
.  Gege  of  Orleans  —  —  ii.  91 

Pcfft,  Mr.  Robert,  a  minifler,  and  one  of  the  Lords  of  SeiGont- 
protefls  againil  laws  oppreOive  to  the  Church  ii.  4201 

Popery 9  where"  moft  flourilhing,  i.  3^17.  what  kind  prevailed  m 
Scotland,  348.  was  partly  grafted  on  Heathenifm,  394.  is 
much  hurt  by  the  Congregation,  ii..  31;.  their  doflrines  co&« 
demned  by  Parliament,  32.  the  jurifdidion  of  their  coorta 
aboliihed,  ib.  their  worihip  prohibited,  ib.  attempt  in  vua 
to  gain  Q;^Mary*s  favour,  6^.  the  great  inflaencc  of  popery, 

143 

Ponvefi  the  balance  of,  the  great  confequence  of  preferving  it, 

].  289,  290 

Prefiyteriw  chiirch  government  cflablifhcd  in  Scotland,  ii.  39. 
is  confirmed  by  King  James  VI.  *-  iii.  98 

Protejiants,  in  France,  violently  perfecuted>i  i.  403:;  are  mode^ 

rate  on  Q^^  Mary's  arrival  from  France,  ii*  61.  arc  employed 

by  her  in  the  admixuftration,  63.  a  f^emc  for  foppzeffing 

'3  them 
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tkp)  all  ouer  Europe,  1 42,  a  leagse  iormed  ^Aat  purporc^ 
im2U    Set  Re/brmatien, 

R. 
J^JMSETi  a  fayeufitd  of  K.  James  III.  narrowly  tefcapes 
"^  betDg  hanged  with  hi^  aiTociates,  i.  260.  k  appoinied  Cap. 

taio  of  the  King's  guard,  and  created  Earl  of  Bothwell«j26i. 

See  BotJywilL 
ftanJanf  Sieur  de,  employed  fay  the  French  to  negoctate  a  peace 

with  England  and  Scotland^  ii«  %%»  terms  agreed  on  by  him» 

V  ...  H»*S 

^anddph^  fent  to  encourage  the  Congregation^  ii.  3.  congratu. 
lates  Q^ Mary's  arrival  in  Scotland,. 634  urges  the  ratificatioa 
of  the  treaty  of  Edinburgh,  ib.  is  impofed  on  by  (^Mary  la 
the  affair  of  her  marriage  with  Darnley,  1 16«  fent  into  Scot- 
land on  the  murder  of  Murray,  3i8>  sip.jnterpofes  for  Mor- 
ton, 397,  398.  flies  from  Scotland  in  the  nigbt»  400*  is  fent 
again  there,  and  concludes  a  treaty  with  England,  iii.  31.  feve« 
ral  of  his  letters*  App.  iii.  287.  291*  293.  507. 315*  316*  3«i 

Ratcliff.     See  Uujfex. 

fLiformatUny  its  progrefs  in  Scotland,  i.  336.  account  of  its  firi^ 
preachers,  ibid,  is  much  influenced  by  England,  337, 338.  two 
remarkable  inftruments  of  promoting  it,  ib.  it  makes  great  pnn 

,  grefs,  344.  caufes  contributing  to  promote  it,  34^.  its^advan* 
.,  tagesover  popery,  346.  is  favoured  by  the  Q^Regent,  363.  an 
in$ance  of  regard  for  it  in  Scotland,  364.  the  whole  party  not 
chargeable  with  Cardinal  Beatoun*s  murder,  373.  a  pried 
burnt  for  embracing  it,  374*  the  reformers  violently  perfecuted 
by  the  Archbifhop  of  St.  Andrews,  ibid,  are  prote^ed  by  the 
Q^IVegent,  ibid^.  apply  in  vain  to  the  Popifii  ciergy>  375.  a 
persecution  againA  them  pufhed  on  by  the  French  intereft^ 
379>  ^So.  the  preachers  fummoned  before  the  Regent,  38a. 
they  are  deceived  and  declared  out-laws  by  her^  383*  a  riot- 
ous infurre^ion  of  them  at  Perth  againfl  the  Papiils,  ibid, 
prepare  to  defend  themfelves  againft  the  Queen,  385,  386* 
conclude  a  treaty  with  her  which  (he  prefently  breaks*  386* 
387.  they  take  ^rms  againft  the  Queen*  389,  399.  infill  oa 
redreffing  civil  as  well  as  religious  grievances,  390.  the  influ- 
ence of  the  Reformation  on  liberty, jbid.  they  beiiege  and  take 
Perth,  392.  they  feis&e  Stirling  and  Edinburgh,  393.  commit 
great  violences  on  churches  and  moiiafteries,  ibid,  their  con- 
du£i  how  accounted  for,  ibid,  an  inftance  of  tbeiv  moderation* 
395.  fix  their  refidence  at  Edinburgh,  396.  the  Queen  prepares 

.  to  attack  them,  397.  makes  another  treaty  withner*  ibid*  are 
forced  to  abandon  Edinburgh*  &;c,  but  flowed  the  exercife 
of  their  religion*  398.  demand  the  expolfion  of  the  French 

*  army*  ibid,  are  aware  of  their  danger  from  France,  303*  their 
party  llreagthened*  ibid,  remonftrate  againft  the  French  for- 
tifying Leith*  407.  take  \xvx%  in  their  own  defence*  410.  re- 
I  i  3  monftrate 
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monftrafee.agftiiitotiie  Regent,  411.  m  bighlf  ieceiifidat 

her  imperioas  anfwer»  ibid!  412.  by  advice  of  a  coav<A^n* 

deprive  the  Qa^en  Dowager  of  the  office  of  Regent,  41  j. 

the  fbandatioDs  of  this  coodod,  ibid.  415.  examination  of 

tlie  diiFerent  principles  on  which  it  wa><condu6ted  in  different 

coantriest  tii  40.  the  growth  of  iteaconraged  by  pariiamentf 

249»  2jf04     See  Cokgregatkn. 

Rtgalitietf  (he  ample  jimfdidioa  of  — -  i;  2ia 

RipUdging^  the  privilege  of»  to  whom  belonging  i.  222 

Rtniingt^  eneooraged  bodi  by  cailom  and  law        — •        i.  241 

Rtvinues  of  the  Church,  proceedings  of  Parliament  concerning 

them  -*  — fc  —  ii.  3  J 

Ridoipbi,  an  agent  for  the  Pope  at  London,  negociates  for  Q^ 

Mary,  ii.  342.  his  arguments  with  the  D*  of  Norfolk,  343, 

344 
Rhd9j  David,  fome  account  of  him  and  bis  rife,  ii.  114,  lis* 
Darnley's  connexion  with  him,  1I5.  his  good  offices  ^courted 
by  Mcrray,  140.  his  great  intered  and  familiarity  with  the 
Qioeeo,  147.  incurs  the  hatred  of  Darnky,  ibid^  and  of  the 
friends  of  the  exiled  Lords,  ibid,  feveral  concurring  caufes  of 
this,  ibid«  148.  a  combination  formed  to  murder  him,  ibid, 
he  is  murdered  in  the  Queen's  palace  •*         1^,152 

RemsHs  invade  Britain,  i.  202.  give  the  earlieft  accounts  of  the 
Scots  — .  .—  _  ibidrf 

Rofsf  Bifiiopof,  zealoofly  promotes  Queen  Mary's  intereft  at 
London,  ii.  344,  34$.  is  confined  to  the  Tower,  and  threat- 
ened with  capital  punifhment,  346,  347.  is  fetat  liberty,  and 
banifhed  the  kingdom^  ibid,  fome  Ijettersof  his#  App.  iii.  360. 

Ruhaj,  a  foreigner,  made  keeper  of  the  great  feal  of  Scotlaad, 

^  i.358 

il»/i&«vfKr,  Lord,  the  murder  of  Rizio  propofed  to  him  by  Darn- 
ley,  ii,  148.  heads  the  confpirators  agmnft  him,  t^2k  bis  part 
in  that  tranfa^on,  ibid.  153*  is  admitted  into  th«  Queen's 
prefence,  who  promifes  him  a  pardon,  154.  did  not  repent  of 
it  at  his  d^ath  —  «— >  i6f 

•— — -^  created  Earl  of  Gowrie ,  be  and  his  afibciates  feize  the 
Ktng»  and  remondrate  againft  his  favourites,  it.  40f^,  410* 
drive  them  from  him,  41 1,  their  condu^  approved  is  an  af- 
fembly  of  the  dates,  413.  the  King  efeapes  from  them,  417* 
by  Arran*8  influence  violent  meafures  are  determined  agaioft 
them,  420.  Q^  Elizabeth  intercedes  in  thetr  behalf,  421.  are 
declared  guilty  of  high  treaibn,  42 3%  take  refuge  in  foreign 
coantries,  ibid«  are  harlhly  treated  byQ^£l^abeth,iii«  je.  a 
reconciliatbtt  with  her  brought  about,  24,  25^^  retBrn  to 
Scotland,  and  are  reconciled  to  the  King,  27.  their^ttodera- 
tion  on  being  reftored  to  their  eilates  and  hooours,  z^  their 
negle^  of  their  friends  the  Clergy  ^   .^    .-  29 
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kmh^ettf  tHtt  name  aboliflied  by  PailianKffit^  iiL  i6f*    Soe 
J^iUb^ett  raid,  whstt  —  —  11.411 

C':^&LERf  Sir  Ralph*  his  reprefentations  of  xht  refentment  of 
^  the  Scots,  for  the  fetzare  of  their  ihips  by  Henry  VI IL  u 
304,  ^05.  appo'rated  a  commiflioner  to  hear  the  caufe  between 
Q.  Mary  and  heraccnfers  -*  —  ii.  275 

Sandilanils  of  Calder,  Lord  Sti  John»  fent  to  lay  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  Congregation  Parltament  before  the  King  and 
Queen  in  France,  ii.  36.  is  coldly  received,  and  difmiiTed 
without  a  ratification  by  them  -^  37 

Ssv^e,  a  Spaniih  officer,  his  defperate  reiblation  to  kill  Q^  Eli- 
zabeth —  ^—  -i-,  iii.  33,34 
Scotland,  its  ancient  hiftory  fabulous,  u  201.  the  origin  of  the 
"  Scots,  202.  their  hiiWry  why  reiharkably  obfcure,  204.  foine 
accoastof  the  writers  of  it,  ibid.  205*  is  divided  into  four  pe- 
riods, ibid.  2o6»  a  review  of  th«  third  arra^  207.  fome  accourtc 
of  the  controverfy  concerning  its  independency,  207 — 2ia« 
this  the  caufe  <ii  great  aniiaofities  and  much  bloodihed,  213. 
^  the  ilate  of  Scotland  when  Bruce  began  his  reign,  214.  it  be- 
gins to  have  an  influence  on  the  fate  of  diftant  nations,  293, 
294.  influence  as  to  the  balance  of  power,  293.  (late  of  Scou 
land  at  the  birth  of  Q^Mary,  298^  is  invaded  by  the  Engfifh, 
and  feveral  places  burnt  and  plundered,  311,  312*  much  alie- 
nated from  the  Engliih,  313,314,  a  peace  concluded  between 
England,  France^  and  Scotland,  3 16.  computation  of  damages 
done  by  the  Engiilh  in  Scotland,  ibid«  317.  a  new  breach  with  . 
England,  320.  is  invaded  by  a  great  Englifh  army,  324.  the 
Scots  are  defeated  with  great  ilaaghteri  325,  326.  their  man- 
ner of  fighting  at  that  time,  327,  328.  a  marriage  agreed  of 
their  young  Queen  and  the  Dauphin  of  France,  3319332.  they 
foon  repent  this  ftep,  334.  a  fray  at  Edinburgh  occafions  their 
otter  Averfion  to  the  French,  335*  this  inflamed  by  aoothe> 
incident,  358,  3^9.  they  decline  a  war  with  England,  360. 
fend  reprefentatives  to  witnefs  Q^  Mary's  marriage,  364. 
their  care  as  to  the  marriage  articles,  ibid,  they  refofe  con- 
fent  to  the  demands  •f  the  French,  ^6%*  four  of  their  depu* 
ties^  fufpefied  to  be  poifoned,  ibid,  which  much  increafes  the 
averfion,  369.  grant  the  Crown  matrimonial  to  the  Dauphin* 
ibid,  they  apply  to  the  Enffliftk  for  affilUnce  againft  the 
French,  ii.  2.  81  an  Englifh  neet  arrives  for  that  porpofe,  14. 
conclude  a  peace  with  i^gland,and  receive  ah  Engliiharmy, 
15*  i6.  alt  parties  agree  in  deiefting  the  French,  20.  a 
treaty  betiveen  England,  France,  and  Scotland,  22,  23.  both 
Englifh  Mid  French  armies  leave  SeetUnd,  28.  they  rejoice 
much  at  the  death  of  ^the  young  King  of  France,  39.  fend 
€0  invite  the  Q^Mcn  to  Scotland,  44*  rejedi  propofals  of  an 
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ambafftdor  from  France*  46.  date  of  Scotlmd  on  Q^»en 
Mary's  return  from  Ffance*  58.  great  zeal  of  tbc  natiDti 
againd  popery,  6i.  the  Scots  brought  intocontempc  by  Queeo 
Mary's  condu£i,  241.  id  a  miferable  condition  after  the  mur- 
der of  Murray  the  Regent,  336.  ftate^f  fadioos  at  that  time 
in  it,  ib.  337.  a  league  concluded  between  Scotland  and  £ng- 

.    land^  ill.  31.  a  view  of  the  revolutions  of  Scotland  iince  the 
acceffion  of  James  VJ.  1 86-— 200.  of  the  policy  of  the  ftate, 
i86-*i92.  and  of  the  churchy  i^z^  193*  of  the  genius  and. 
tafte  as  to  learning  7^  '     ^-^  194—209 

^cott  of  fiuccleugh  enters  and  ravages  England  after  the  murder 
of  Murray  the  Re§ent»  ii.  318*  the  deign  of  this  321 

Sero»p,  Lord»  fent  to  condole  with,  and  watch  Q^Mary  on  her 
arrival  in  England,. ii,  263.  (he  is  committed  to  his  cuilody  at 
Bolton  caille^ayi..  why  his  fidelity  i$  diftruded,  and  the 
Queen  removed  --^  j-,.  ^jj^ 

Seffiottt  Lords  and  Court  of,  by  whom  firft  appointed,  i.  244*  th« 
President  and  one  half  oif  their  number  of  the  Clergy       3$  I 

Setcfty  Lord,  aiiifts  the  Queen  Regent  in  diefending  Leith      ii.  5 

ShrtHvJbury,  Earl  of,  the  charge  of  Q^^Mary's  peHbn  committed 
to  him,  i.  502;  why  removed  from  that  office,  iii«  10.  is  ap- 
pointed to  fee  the  fentence  againft  her  executed^  6o.  lettor 
from  him  and  the  Earl  of  Kent,  concerning  her  death,  Ap* 
pendix  —  --  ,-«  iii.  ^3^ 

Sinclair^  Bifhop  of  Rofs,  a  zeatpus  Papift,  concurs  as  PrefideBt  of 
the  Seffion,  in  acquitting  Knox  of  a  charge  of  trealcn,  ii,  9^ 

Somerfitf  Duke  of,  enters  Scotland  with  a  powerful  armys  i* 
324.  IS  reduced  to  a  very  critical  fituation,  32^;.  defeats  the 
Scots  with  great  ilaughter,  326.  this  vidory  why  of  Ikile  ad- 
.vantage,  328.  cabaU  againft  him  at  the  court  of  England 
force  him^  to  return,  ,329,  is  ruined  by  his  enemies  333 

Sfaim,  great  warlike  preparations  there,  vL  80,  81.  See  Jr^ 
mad$.  The  Jnfanta  of,  fet  up  as  candidate  for  the  crowa  of 
England  —        .  — .  —  H^ 

Spanijh  ambaiTadors  ordered  to  leave  England,  for  intriguing  in 
favour  of  Q^Mary  —  ii.  346.  iii.  4 

Sprot^  his  difcoveries  concerning  Cowrie's  confpiracy,  ii,  151 — • 
153,  is  executed  —  ' —  ibid. 

Ste'warty  James,  Prior  of  St.  Andrews,  is  appointed  to  carry  the 
crown  matrimonial  to  the  Dauphin  of  France,  i.  372.  bee 
St.  Andrews, 

^- ^  Efme,  Lord  Attbigoe,  bis  arrival  in  Scotland^  ii.  390-, 

See  Aubigny. 

f     ■  '■  ■     Capt.  James,  bis  cbara&er,  ii.  390.  becomes  afitvoorita 

.  of  King  James,  391.  accufes  Morton  of  the  murder  of  the 
late  King,  394.  is  created  Earl  of  Arran.     See  Jrram, 

'^ — ' —  Col.  William^  conunaader  of  the  King's  goatd,  contri- 
butes to  his  efcape  from  the  Ruthven  cosfpirators,  ii.  418. 
feizes  the  Earl  of  Gowrie  ^i^  427 

...  Stewart, 
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Ste*warty  Francis,  created  Earl  of  Bothwdh  Hi.  8^.  joirtd  in  »» 
treafonable  cori-efpondence  with  the  Popifli  Lords,  88.     Se« 

•*— <  all  of  that  name  combine  in  oppofiog  the  Chancellor 

iii.  104s 

Stirling,  feized  by  the  Reformers,  u  ig$*  z  Parliament  there  by 
the^ing*$  party,  ii.  338.  is  furpnied  by  the  Queen's  adhe- 
rents, and  a  great  fray  enfu^s  —  ibid.  53 9 

Strozxi,  Leon,  commands  a  body  of  French  fent  into  Scotland, 
i.  322.  reduces  and  demoUihes  the  caftle  of  St,  Andrew8»  ib« 
See  Franct, 

Succefflon^  a  remarkable  ftatute  concerning  it    —         i,  jtjf 

^uptrintendants  propofed  in  the  church  of  Scotland,  il.  43.  their 
baiinefs  •— ^  —  — r  ibid. 

S'ujfix^y  Earl  of,  one  of  the  commiffioners  to  hear  the  caufe  be^ 
tween  Q^Mary  and  her  accafers,  ii.  275.  aiTembles  a  power- 
ful army  on  the  borders,  320.  he  and  Scroop  enter,  and  raw 
vagf  Scotland  —  — :  321 

T. 

^AX  upon  land  firft  propofed  in  Scotland  -*  i-  359^ 
-*  Tbrogmertm,  Sir  Nicholas,  fent  ambaflfador  extraordinary 
from  Q^ Elizabeth  to  oppofe  Q;^ Mary's  marriage  with  Darn« 
ley,  ii.  1 18,  119.  his  interceflion  for  the  exiled  lords  is  much 
regarded,  140,  141.  his  enmity  to  Cecil,  140.  is  fent  to  ne* 
'gociate  Q^Mary's  liberation,  2^34.' is  refafed  aceefs  to  her  by 
the  confederates,  256.  fome  letters  of  his.  Appendix^  iii.  32  9,. 

330-  338.  342-.  345-  349,  35^-         _  .  .  ^  ^,. 
•  Franci5,  is  charged  with  a  confpiracy  agamft  Q^  Elm- 

beth,  iii:  i.  at  firft  he  denies,  but  afterwards  confeiles  it^  ib« 

2*  reflexions  on  his  confeffion,  2,  3.  is  execated  4 

5F//fi&^00rff«' defigns  to  affaiSnate  Q^  Elizabeth        —       iii*  34 
TreafoHi  perfons  guilty  of  it,  tried  after  their  death  by  the  law 

of  Scotland  — '  ' —  iii*  iji,  15.? 

U. 
T/ILMORTyZ  foreigner,/ made  comptroller  of  Scotland,  i.  ^8 
^    Union  of  Scotland  and  England,  the  advantages  of,   iii.  191 

W, 
TJ/ALLJCE,  Sir  William,  bravely  aiierted  the  liberty  of  hir 
"^    country  —  —  —  i.  21a 

Widjtngbamf  fecretary  to  C^  Elizabeth,  fent  ambaifador  to  King 
James  VI.  ii.  422.  returns  without  fuccefs,  ibid«  makes  a  fa- 
vourable report  to  lier  concerning  James,  423.  interpofes  in 
favotfrof  Q^Mary,  iii,  g.^difcovers  Babington's  confpiracy, 
35.  why  a  determined  and  inveterate  enemy  to  Q.  Mary,  39. 
a  letter  from  him.  Append.  — •  •—  26S 

Warwick^  Earl  of«  facceeds  Somerfetf  in  the  government  of 
England  —  —  —  '-313 
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WeftmiMfteti  thft  conferences  concerning  Q^  Mary  therei  H.  5S4 

Wiftmorland*  Earl  of,  attempts  a  rebellton  10  favour  of  CLMary^ 

fi.  308.  bis  fchemes  difcovered  and  defeated^  310,  311.  he 

efcapes  to  the  Netherlands  -r-<  -iv«  ibid, 

Whithorn^  the  Prior  of,  imprifoned  for  celebrating  mafs      ii.  95 

KTillox,  a  minifter,  declares  for  refinance  and  deprivation  of 

tyrannical  rulers^  i.  413.  is  called  to  attend  the  Q^  Dowager 

on  her  death- bed  — '  —  —  ii.  22 

Wijbart,  George»  his  illegal  execution  revenged  i*  317 

Witchcraft^  vigorouily  profecuted  by  K.  James  VI.  in  Gotland 

lit.  96 

iTfff/flffy  dean  of  Canterbury*  employed  to  negociate  a  peace  with 

Francft  —  —  —  ii.  24. 

» Sir  £dv»rard,  fent  by  Q^EHzabeth  into  Scotland,  iii.  24. 

his  cbara£ier,  ibid,  focn  gets  into  high  favour  with  K.  James, 
'    ibid,  procures  a  league  between  the  two  kingdoiris,  ib,  under- 
mines Arran's  power,  25*  26.  forms  a  plot  on  King  James, 
^nd  forced  to  withdraw  without  taking  leave  2Q,  27 

Y. 
V^Oi^JT,  <he  conferences  there  concerning  Q^  Mary    ii.  276 

^. 

ZOUCHEy  Lord,  fent  ambaffador  by  Q^  Elizabeth  to  remon- 
(Irare  againft  K.  James's  lenity  to  the  Fopiih  lords,  iii^  loij, 
his  (reachery  on  tbat  occafioi^  r-*  -^  ibi4. 
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